The West Virginia Jazz Society Newsletter for June 2015

There’s 88 keys from one end of the instrument to the other, but with just the ten
fingers on their hands, piano players are
able to manipulate those keys into making
beautiful music.
That’s the inspiration for “The Piano
Men”, the theme of the Clarksburg Uptown’s 2015 Summer Jazz Stroll.
If you can move fast and move well and
make the most of those 88 keys, the world,
or at least, a lot of bands will beat a path to
your door.
For most jazz musicians, the piano is an
essential tool to their trade. Chuck Redd,
the acclaimed jazz drummer and vibraphonist says the piano is probably his favorite
instrument, after the vibes, of course. (Ed
note: see Chuck Redd on Piano on Page 3).
There will be five headliner keyboard artists at the Stroll:
Washington, DC’s
Robert Redd, New York City’s Alon
Nechushtan, Charleston, West Virginia’s
Bob Thompson, Richmond, Virginia’s
Lee Covington, and Clarksburg’s Davin
Seamon.
“Our intent is to offer a wide choice iofstyle and genre of jazz,” said Mike Lambiotte, Clarksburg Uptown’s Communications
Director. “From piano to electric keyboard

CONTINUED PAGE TWO

LEE COVINGTON, piano player and singer,
will lead his quintet in performance at Main
St. Café on Friday, June 19, for Clarksburg
Uptown’s 2015 Summer Jazz Stroll, where
hundreds of fans are expected to fill the
streets and venues.

INSIDE

Elkins Jazz Walk on Aug 7
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to funky organ, jazz fans will be able to hear
it all at the Summer Jazz Stroll.”
Playing one hour sets at 6:30pm,
8:00pm and 9:30pm are Seamon in Kelly’s
Pub; Redd in Starving Artist Studio; and
Thompson in Fifth Floor Lounge.
Playing one hour sets beginning at
8:00pm, 9:30pm and 11:00pm are Covington in Main St. Café, and Nechushtan in
Washington Square.
“We’ve staggered the starting times so
visitors can access as many as four complete
shows,” explained Lambiotte. “Plus, in some
venues, they are having student bands play
earlier sets, so there is going to be more
going on than one person can do in one evening.”
To put more focus on the musical performances, Washington Square and Main St.
Café plan to decorate in cabaret style with
dimmed lighting and dark drapery.
CU is requesting all venues to adopt a
“Courtesy Listening Policy” asking patrons
to keep conversation to a minimum and
voices to a whisper when the artists are on
stage and performing.
To offset some of the significant investment Clarksburg Uptown, Inc. makes in presenting two Strolls a year, there is a onetime charge of $5 that provides access to all
Stroll venues.
For more information on the event, contact Lambiotte at 304-677-8612. or mlambiotte@frontier.com.

Main St. Cafe
Friday, July 24 @ 8p
Salsamba (Latin Jazz)
$27.50 pp, $20 WVJS Members
Tix: WVJazzSociety@aol.com
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Vince Lewis

A newly formed Mountain Arts District
has been empowered by the efforts of a grassroots group from Elkins interested in live jazz
as a lifestyle amenity and cultural enhancement.
Elkins OnTrac, a group of arts advocates
and jazz music fans, have organized the first
Elkins Jazz Walk for Friday evening, August
7, in Elkins. Plans are for four different music
venues to host four jazz separate jazz ensembles playing simultaneous sets all night long.
Guest artists will include top players from
West Virginia playing with guest artists invited
out of the Washington, DC jazz scene, according to one of the event organizers.
“We were intrigued with the idea that Corridor H will bring artists together from both
sides of the mountains,” explained Seth Maynard, Elkins-based guitarist and vocalist, and
one of those organizing the Walk. “This event
will allow those artists to come together in a
preview of what will happen regularly when
the highway is finished.”
Invited guests of the West Virginia artists
are Vince Lewis (guitar), Simone Baron
(accordion), Julian Hipkins (vocals), and
Marshall Keys (alto sax).
Joining Maynard in the WV contingent are
Randraiz Wharton, Chris Newsome, Rob
Masten, Marshall Scott, Mark Cappellini,
Seth Young, and a host of other jazz artists
based in West Virginia.
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BLUE NOTES
THE GRAYSCALE GAZETTE
This issue of Improvisation could also be
known as “The Grayscale Gazette” [no connection to Game of Thrones, see below] because
it’s the first time we’ve produced the issue in
shades of gray [nothing to do with “Grey” in
the books], We’re anticipating a big print run
that would be prohibitively expensive in color,
even if we just print the front and back pages
in color.
The only downside to that is the on-line
reader who opens up our pdf file to a splendiferous array of colorful design and imagery
every month will have to be content with the
black and white of things.
Sorry about that.
But if you think of the early days of jazz
photography and how those smoky, dark, oh-so
-appealing images became an art form of their
own, what we’re doing is ultra cool.
While being seemingly Retro we are blazing
a trail into the future of jazz communications.
SPEAKING OF TRAIL BLAZERS, OR AT
LEAST, BLAZERS...
Rap music artist, Snoop Dogg, was recently
interviewed by the New York Post about his
interest in the HBO series, Game of Thrones.
Dogg has written a number of songs with
G.O.T. themes, and has said he’d enjoy sharing
some marijuana with one of the main characters.
When asked why he was so fascinated by
the television series, Dogg said, "I watch it
for historic reasons to try to understand
what this world was based on before I got
here. I like to know how we got from there,
to here, and the similarities between then and
now."

Chuck Redd

WVJS: What is your favorite musical instrument, not counting vibes and drums, the instruments you play?
REDD: The piano is my favorite instrument
because the music is all right there in front of
you, visually. When a musician has a working
knowledge of melody and chords, at the keyboard, it's very easy to create sounds that
range from sparse and simple to dense and
complex. And, it's logical- low notes to the
left, high notes to the right. It's the most effective tool for me when I'm composing, learning new music or exploring music
that I've lived with for years. Many of my favorite musicians are pianists. The piano can
be played lyrically and percussively. It offers
a wide range of expression, in the right
hands. I find the sound of the piano comforting and appealing as well, perhaps because
we had two pianos in our home when I was
growing up and someone was always playing
them.”
For more information on Chuck
Redd, visit chuckreddmusic.com

Jenny Wilson Trio
Every Wednesday at Tin202 in Morgantown

Jazz as you like it.
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On Wednesday, May 13, the jazz scene in
north central West Virginia reached a milestone when regional music fans had a choice
between two very outstanding performers
and performances, each less than an hour
from living room to jazz room.
That ready access IS a milestone for the
region, but it’s also testimony to one educational institution’s contribution to the regional
jazz scene.
Of the nine artists playing in the two ensembles cited on May 13, one is a student
and four are faculty or alumni of West Virginia Wesleyan College’s jazz program.
Sitting in with the Jenny Wilson Trio at
Tin202 in Morgantown was Dr. James
Moore (program director, trumpet) and Curtis Johnson (faculty, sax).
Joining Dr. Monika Herzig (Indiana University, touring jazz pianist) in Washington
Square in Clarksburg were a trio of Wesleyans: Kyle Andrews (faculty, drums), Adam
Loudin (adjunct faculty, trumpet) and Joey
Hochgesang (student, bass).
For artists such as Wilson and Herzig, the
Wesleyan cats are an invaluable resource.
Wilson can call on first class players anytime she needs to expand her already popular
retinue. Herzig is able to play with a very
solid trio while passing through on an 800mile tour.

Kye Andrews

As an institution, Wesleyan supports the
annual West Virginia Winter Jazz Academy in Bridgeport in late January, providing
opportunities for students to learn from, work
with and perform with touring jazz professionals.
Dr. Moore’s perspective is student focused: “I think the credit for whatever impact we’ve had lies with the students. If students don’t put their trust in our faculty and
choose to attend Wesleyan, we have no program.”

The City of Shinnston & the Harrison County Commission
cordially invite you to
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Clarksburg Uptown presents the 2015

Friday, June 19
Clarksburg, West Virginia

More info: WVJazzSociety.com
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West Virginia Jazz Society has been
working with keyboard artist, Davin
Seamon, for years, but on June 19, Seamon will headline for the first time in a
WVJS production, when he will appear
with Seth Maynard, Nate Friend, and
Mike Haid in Kelly’s Pub in Clarksburg
for the 2015 Summer Jazz Stroll. Following is a Q & A Session with Seamon
as he prepares for his showcase performances.

Q. What are your goals as a Summer Jazz Stroll
headliner, given the "Piano Men" theme of the
June 19 event?
A: I have three goals in mind for my first Stroll
show as a headliner.
One, to play as a rhythm section only. We
hear a lot of fantastic horn players at all these
West Virginia Jazz Society events, but we rarely
see a band explore a “rhythm section” only approach to jazz. I wanted to explore that in my
own way, and through my choice of personnel.
But fear not, we may have a guest horn player
on a few tunes.
My second goal was to do what I call “genre
hopping.” While I love playing straight ahead
jazz, I want to bring other styles to the forefront
during my show. We will play some straight Davin Seamon
ahead tunes, but we will also play some funk,
soul jazz, Latin, and even R&B, and we will also play tunes in styles that might not necessarily be associated with them traditionally. I feel a strong kinship with musicians that are versatile and adept at
many styles. That versatility is what I strive for as a musician. I like to sound convincing as a keyboardist whether I'm playing rock, jazz, soul, country, Americana, or funk.
The third thing I wanted to do is present simple tunes. As a sideman at past Jazz Strolls, I always
had the most fun when the headliner or band leader would call simple tunes on which the band could
relax and stretch out. I don't want the other players at my show to be buried in charts reading difficult chord changes and melodies. I want them to be heads up interacting with each other - present in
the moment. That is when things get fun and interesting.
Q. Why did you ask Seth Maynard, the guitarist and vocalist, to join your band?
A. Versatility! Seth is a great jazz player, but he also excels at many other styles. In addition, he is a
gracious and humble guy who is a blast to have on a gig. Seth's varied background and experience
are key to what I'm trying to achieve on this show. [continued next page]
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Q & A Session (cont)
Q. Why did you recruit Nate Friend as bassist?
A. Versatility! Nate Friend is a great musician. He can play upright bass on the straight
ahead tunes and still play electric well on the
funkier stuff. In fact, one of Nate's bass heroes is Nathan Watts - the bassist who
brought the signature feel to many of Stevie
Wonder's most memorable tunes. Much like
me, Nate plays rock, country, and jazz
gigs. He was the first bassist I thought of for
this show, and I'm very excited to have him!
Q. Why so excited about your drummer, Mike
Haid?
A. Versatility! Mike Haid is a powerhouse musician and one of the most versatile drummers
I know. Mike is involved in a myriad of musical
projects spanning numerous genres including
jazz, country, and soul.
He's even in
a progressive rock band. It is a dream come
true for me to have Mike on this gig, and I'm
still pinching myself that his schedule allowed
him to participate. His unique skill set will undoubtedly propel the show to another level!
Q. What should people expect? Any surprises
for people who have followed your musical
career for years?
A. People who only know me from playing
jazz gigs might be surprised that I appreciate
so many other styles. My music collection
looks as if five or six people with VERY different tastes in music all dumped their CDs in a
pile! I am not at all a "jazz snob," and I have
assembled a band of like-minded players who
are prepared to genre-hop. It should be a fun
night!
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Join West Virginia Jazz Society and get
FREE & DISCOUNTED TICKETS
So far in 2015, a $36 annual membership would have
earned you $42.50 in ticket discounts, plus right to
unlimited guest discount tickets. 304-517-9813.
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Eric Susoeff

Put on your dancing shoes, open up your
collar and feel the cool–hot breeze moving up
from the Caribbean and points south.
Preliminary plans are for Salsamba, one
of the leading Latin jazz ensembles for the
past quarter century, to appear in Clarksburg
on Friday, July 24, in Main St. Café.
The band is led by founder and guitarist,
Eric Susoeff, and have five popular and acclaimed CDs to their credit over a 25 year
history.
Tickets are priced at $27.50 for non members and $20 for members of the West Virginia Jazz Society.
Jazz fans can get a free ticket by becoming a new WVJS member effective July 1
at $36 per year.
Benefits of WVJS membership include discounted tickets on selected events, early notice of events, VIP seating assistance, personal delivery of Improvisation, the monthly
newsletter, and a warm and fuzzy feeling for
helping out.
One free ticket and the savings on a Salsamba ticket equals price of membership less
one dollar. Do the math; think about it.
To secure one or more of just 60 tickets to
be sold, email: WVJazzSociety@aol.com, or
phone 304-517-9813.
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DAVID ELLINGTON, Atlanta’s master of the Hammond B3
organ, pays in Jazz at Charles Pointe for Winter Jazz Weekend
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COOL BREEZE, a all-female quartet from Pittsburgh, performed
in Jazz at Charles Pointe, with Jenny Wilson sitting in on flute.

