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Ed i t i on  70

Ed i tor  's Desk

Dear  fr iends,

                                  ?There are two m istakes one can 

m ake along the road to tr uth?  not going al l  the 

way, and not star t ing.?-Buddha

Lets not forget  this   .

H appy Reading !

Regards

Bhavna Botta

http:/ /www.connectspecial .in /

http://www.connectspecial.in/
http://www.connectspecial.in/
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Innovations
Sk yl e for  i Pad

The wor ld's f i r st  eye tr acker  for  iPad Pro al lows you to 

control  an iPad using on ly your  eyes - which is ideal  for  

people with lots of physical  disabi l i t ies.

The device is very sim ple to use, al lowing for  

independent access and turn ing your  iPad in to an 

augm entat ive & al ternat ive com m unicat ion (AAC) 

device along with sending em ai ls, use social  m edia, 

video cal l  and so m uch m ore

https:/ / apps.apple.com /us/app/ skyle/ id1483770517

 

pic descr ipt ion -we see a gir l  pressing a red button switch to act ivate and 

choose pictures fr om  the ipad  having skyle -ipad is m ounted on a tr ipod on a 

table

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/skyle/id1483770517
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Ear sw i tch

'Earswitch ' could al low people with neurological  

condi t ions to com m unicate using a h idden ear  m uscle

Earswitch Ltd.has developed a prototype that al lows 

people to com m unicate by tensing a t iny m uscle to 

operate an assist ive keyboard, l ike the one used by the 

late Professor  Stephen H awk ing. But whereas for  

Stephen H awk ing com m unicat ion rel ied on h im  

tensing a m uscle in  h is cheek , th is new device uses a 

t iny, h idden m uscle in  the ear.

The device is l inked to the tensor  tym pani m uscle, 

which for  som e can be control led voluntar i ly. This 

m uscle is one of the sm al lest in  the body and was once 

thought to help protect the eardrum  from  loud noise.

https:/ /www.earswitch.co.uk /

https://www.earswitch.co.uk/
https://www.earswitch.co.uk/
https://www.earswitch.co.uk/
https://www.earswitch.co.uk/
https://www.earswitch.co.uk/
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Trest le Labs? m ost awaited product,Kibo Desk  web 

software for  Laptop and Com puters is now l ive!

Kibo Desk  is a web appl icat ion that you can use on 

your  Laptop, Com puter  (and even phones!) via any 

Browser  to -

1.Listen  pr in ted and handwr i t ten text fr om  im ages & 

scanned im age-based PDFs across 60+ Global  

languages

2.OCR, Digi t ize and Download im ages and scanned 

im age-based PDFs in  Edi table Unicode form ats - 

DOC, DOCX, TXT

3.Translate text fr om  im ages and scanned 

im age-based PDFs across 100+ languages

4.Save your  processed docum ents on Kibo Cloud 

with Unl im ited Cloud Storage to access your  

docum ents anyt im e, anywhere and on any device 

(laptop, com puter , phone)

k ibo@trest lelabs.com

mailto:kibo@trestlelabs.com
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m obi l i ty  w i th  an  au ton om ous-d r i v i n g 

w heel chai r

                         W H ILL, a star t-up founded in  2012, 

is providing an AI-enabled autonom ous 

wheelchair. Since i ts global  showcase at the 

Consum er  Electron ics Shows (CES) in  2019, i t  

has taken the M obi l i ty-as-a-Service (M aaS) 

space by storm  with i ts sl ick  design and 

advanced technology. I ts m ission is to enhance 

the fr eedom  and independence of those with 

r estr icted m obi l i ty such as people with 

disabi l i t ies and the elder ly, and m ake 

pedestr ian tr avel  fun.W H ILL?s futur ist ic design 

depar ts fr om  conventional  wheelchair s. 

M oreover , i t  is f i t ted with LIDAR sensors and 

cam eras that detect and avoid obstruct ions and 
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have autom atic ?stop? funct ions, sim i lar  to 

autonom ous-dr iving cars. Fur therm ore, W H ILL 

leverages GPS and Bluetooth to enable users to 

sum m on the vehicle to them  on i ts app. In  

com binat ion with speech recognit ion technology, 

i t  also al lows users to sim ply say their  desir ed 

dest inat ion, and W H ILL takes you there. As a 

resul t , W H ILL m akes i t  m uch easier  to navigate 

crowded spaces, is less energy-in tensive for  the 

user , m ore com for table, safe, and el im inates the 

need for  assistance fr om  others.

https:/ /whi l l .inc/us/

   

Pic shows autonom ous dr iving W H ILL near  sky walk  in  air por t

https://whill.inc/us/
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Inclusive steps

H ow  to W r i te i n  Pl ai n  Lan guage for  Teach i n g

Or iginal ly featured at  
http:/ /www.accessandinclusion.news/
https:/ /www.techlearn ing.com /how-to/how-to-wr i te-in-plain
-language-for -teaching
                         Using plain  language for  school  websi tes and 

fam i ly com m unicat ion is an effect ive way to assure 

understanding, especial ly when tr anslat ion is 

involved.Inclusive websi tes are wr i t ten in  plain  language. 

?Com m unicat ion needs to be instantaneous. People need 

in form ation at their  f inger t ips.?By using everyday 

language, potent ial  users can m ore easi ly:

- Find what they?re look ing  for
- Understand i t
- Get a better  tr anslat ion fr om  onl ine tools

Dur ing the recent Beyond Access Forum , a workshop 

dedicated to suppor t ing educators gave par t icipants a 

num ber  of ways to ensure that what they wr i te m eets these 

goals.?If you m ake accessible content, i t  doesn?t just benefi t  

the populat ion you?re tr ying to help, i t  r eal ly benefi ts 

everybody,? said presenter  Laura Ogando, program  m anager  

for  the Office of Digi tal  Li teracy & Inclusion, NYC Depar tm ent 

of Education.

http://www.accessandinclusion.news/
https://www.techlearning.com/how-to/how-to-write-in-plain -language-for-teaching
https://www.techlearning.com/how-to/how-to-write-in-plain -language-for-teaching
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- An inclusive exper ience for  students and 

fam i l ies

- Speakers of al l  languages can access content

- Content is m ore accessible to Engl ish 

readers

- tr anslatable text is      easier  for  everyone to 

read

Also, when wr i t ing for  effect ive tr anslat ion,  

i t?s a good pract ice to lower  the reading 

level  (target grade 6-9), be m indful  of 

sentence subject language, and include 

relat ive pronouns.

W r it ing in  Plain  Language

Plain  language is wr i t ing designed to be 

easi ly understood by al l  r eaders the f i r st  

t im e i t  is r ead.
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W r it ing in  plain  language m akes in form ation m ore easi ly:

- Found through onl ine searches

- Understood by al l  r eaders, including those with 

disabi l i t ies

- Translated using on l ine tools

W hen th ink ing about vocabular y, consider  the three t ier s:

- Ti er  1: Frequently used words, such as clock , baby, happy, 

walk

- Ti er  2: General  academ ic words, such as obvious, 

com plex, establ ish

- Ti er  3: Dom ain speci f ic words, such as scaffold, inquir y, 

pedagogy -

                                     Avoid Tier  3 words, said Ogando, which is 

hard for  teachers who are used to using a lot of dom ain 

speci f ic language. ?W e som etim es real ize that when we use 

these words, our ,? she said. For  exam ple, every teacher  knows 

what scaffolded instruct ion is, but i f  you ask  any parent what 

i t  is, chances are m ost don?t know what i t  is. ?W e?re tak ing a 

word fr om  the construct ion wor ld and m ar r ying i t  to an 

education concept, and then add on top of that the idea of 

tr anslat ing i t  in to another  language.
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To share ,to r ead archive edi t ions,log on to 

http:/ /www.connectspecial .in /

To subscr ibe ,give feedback ,wr i te to

botta.bhavna@gm ail .com

 Also be wary of acronym s, said Ogando, such as SEL 

(social -em otional  learn ing). Spel l  i t  out the f i r st  t im e, and 

then you can use i t  in  the rest of your  com m unicat ion. 

Avoid passive voice, as i t  can be unclear  and typical ly leaves 

out the subject. Act ive voice m akes i t  clear  that the subject of 

a sentence is tak ing the act ion. ?Act ive voice leads to better  

understanding,? said Ogando.

http://www.connectspecial.in/
http://www.connectspecial.in/
mailto:botta.bhavna@gmail.com
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