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The President’s………...Pipings…...…Meg Depew
Hi, Everyone !
During the November meeting, we are going to talk about honey shows and honey judging.
I wanted to talk today about what I've learned about honey shows because I thought it would
be so fun to have our own little honey show, letting everyone bring their own and go through
the motions of judging. I'm trying to get Buddy to build me a polariscope, and if anyone has a
refractometer that we can borrow for the day, please let me know.

I've found that what I consider good honey, is not what judges would consider good honey. To
be raw, unfiltered and unheated is not what judges are looking for. Lets go thru the steps:
Honey is usually entered in 3-1 lb containers, usually Queenline jars as they are uniform
and have a large viewing area. Color is determined, usually by the judge as entries are
accepted into the competition. The Pfund grade scale has color classes of White, Light,
Light Amber, Amber and Dark. Points are not given or subtracted for color, but this divides many jars into classes.
Density (Moisture). A hand-held refractometer is usually used, and the desired moisture
percentage is between 16 and 18.6 %. Honey over 19% may ferment. If honey is tested
as over 18.6 %, it is automatically disqualified.
Crystals. Liquid honey is expected to be free of crystals. Granulation is inevitable because
honey is a supersaturated sugar solution. Honey judging is black-and-white in terms of
granulation. If the honey shows no signs of crystals, it receives full credit; and disqualified if crystals are present. The polariscope will revel crystals that are not noticeable to
the naked eye. Heating honey over 140 degrees will usually melt any crystal nuclei that
would allow for crystal growth.
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Cleanliness:
A. Lint- small pieces of fiber, usually left over after filtering. Cheesecloth will always leave
lint and this lint will give structure to crystal formation.
B. Debris- cocoons, propolis, bee pieces or even pollen. When old comb is extracted, more debris is usually found. Judges discount heavily for debris, and often include dust on the jar or
lids and residue of honey on the inside cover of the lid.

C. Wax- beeswax will often melt in the honey, especially if heated over 148 degrees to reduce
crystals. The wax does no harm but is not encouraged and large amounts can change the flavor.
D. Foam- Air is inevitably incorporated into the honey thru extraction. Foam will rise to the
top of the bottle of honey and is second, only to debris, in lost points. Settling over time will
help but every effort must be taken to remove all the foam from the top of the honey. (I have
been known to set my competition honey jars on top of the dryer for a few weeks- both the
warmth and the vibration help move air bubbles to the top. Then, I remove most of the bubbles with a skin of plastic wrap on the time. Finally, I will sit with a toothpick and remove
every little bit of bubbles and foam. I have been told this level of detail is necessary in larger
competitions.)
Flavor. Honey is not judged on taste but the honey will be tasted to determine if there are
odd or disagreeable flavors (burnt, smoke, bitterness, fermentation).
Containers. The show will specify directions for jar types and sizes. Jars and lids should
be blemish free, clean and pristine. Points are taken for fingerprints and smudges. (I
transport my honey to competition inside a knee-high nylon to keep clean. I will line
plastic wrap under the lid for transport, too)
Judges keep scorecards for each entry, with points deducted as needed.
There are two primary judging systems: Danish/Welsh and American.

The American system pits competitors against each other, vying for a single First, Second and
Third place. The same standards and requirements are used for judging.
The Danish/Welsh system uses a group methods which judges each entry against a standard
and with multiple winners of top honors. Grading of 90 or more points guarantees a Blue ribbon, 80-89 is next and under 70 does not ribbon.
I am looking forward to having several people bring samples of their honey for all of us to
group judge. We can go thru the steps together and perhaps one day, our club could have a
honey contest of our own!
—Meg
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NOPBA ELECTIONS!

NOPBA

This is your chance to become the President!

Or Put your name in for any of the following positions !!!!

Here’s the positions you can put your name in for . You can make a difference, also as a member of the board your annual dues are free !

President
Vice President

Any one of these can
be your title !!!!!

Secretary

Treasure
Librarian

We Are still in need of a nominee for Secretary and
Vice president !
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Election Ballot for 2017

President:
1.

Tyrone Beatty

2.
Vice President

1.
2.
Secretary
1.
2.
Treasurer
1.

Chris Beatty

2.
Librarian
1.

Angela Reagan

2.
* Board positions of Education/Beekeeper and Ad Hoc
are not up for election this year.
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The Vice President…………Buzzings…….….Tyrone Beatty
Seeing we are traveling for vacation, Chris and I will be in dispose for this coming
meeting but had to leave you with our 2016 year's experience with our bees.
It has been quite a different one, only because we've been in transition having
moved to Sequim in May. Sadly the winter had left us with only one hive so our
worry of having to move multiple hives from one location to another was
"naturally" taken care of.(wink) I felt so bad. All I kept thinking was, "they
aren't gonna know where they are, and everything is gonna be new!" Well, they
were quite strong and made the move!
We decided to buy 4 new packages of bees, seeing we had moved to quite a large
property, 4 times larger that is. That would give us 5 hives, including the overwintered one, which, I was surprised at how strong it was. Another change we
made was trying a Warrè hive for the first time. We were so excited about the
viewing windows. (At least I was- another wink)
The summer went by without a hitch! Crazy busyness at the hives of course! We
were blessed with neighbors who have a expansive flower and vegetable garden.
ORGANIC TOO! I was sure the bees had their fill of the bounty. At one point I
noticed the Warres numbers had dwindled and thought they must have
swarmed. By this point it was late August. I was worried about the new queen
getting mated properly it being so late. Sadly, my fears may have been valid because as time passed the numbers became fewer and fewer. Another sad note is
the strong over-wintered hive was ravaged by yellow jackets! I couldn't believe
it! It had reached a height of two brood and three supers! The queen was even
laying in the first super! We ended up combining the remaining bees with one of
the stronger hives and hoped for the best!
Quite exciting ride this year, and we are ready for another! Perhaps this spring,
nature will be kind and leave us with more than one hive!
Sent to you with Love and Light!!!
Tyrone and Chris
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The 2016 NOPBA Picnic !

Master chef Mark has
Really got things cooking

While at the fire pit things are calm

What's that I hear…… I got a thousand pounds of honey from one
hive,,,, well I got double that……...
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Education…………Orentation Flight………….Mark Urnes

Getting Ready for Winter
Now that we have made it into October, the yellow jackets should be dying off. If
they left anything in your hives (this was one of the worst years I’ve seen), it’s
time to get ready for winter.
Hopefully you started this process back in August when you treated for mites. If
you used one of the strips, remember to remove them soon. Leaving old strips in
the hive is a great way to build super mites. If you didn’t treat using strips it’s too
late to do it now. Your only option is the oxalic acid vaporizer on a nice day.
If you opt to go chemical-free and let nature take its course, my finding is that the
hive might make it through the first year, maybe even the second, but will be
dead by the third year.
Feeding likewise should have been going on during September and continue
through October. Use a heavy syrup (2 parts sugar to 1 part water). You can try
putting some pollen patty on the hive but for some reason, I don’t find the bees to
take this. Maybe try a small piece to begin with. After October, I would stop with
liquid feeding and if you still think they need more food, use dry sugar on top of
the inner cover or a feeding board.
Because the yellow jackets have finished up, you can remove the entrance reducers from your hives to allow air to circulate. If you leave them on, dead bees tend
to accumulate behind them a grow mold through the winter. Place a small pebble
or stick ( ¼ inch or less) under the inner cover to help circulation. Make sure your
hive is tilted slightly forward to shed rain off the entrance.
The question of insulation comes up every year and my experience is that insulating the hives around here doesn’t make any difference. Perhaps colder climates
might benefit but I didn’t see a difference between insulated and non-insulated at
my house. Our biggest enemy is moisture in the hive and that’s why I harp on the
air circulation.
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I hope everyone had a good experience this last year. Weather-wise, it was a good
one but as far as honey production, it was pretty poor. I don’t have a good answer
for why that happened. We’ll try it again next year and see what happens.
__Mark
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The Guard Bee ——Walt

There are no two seasons the same but one thing is for certain, winter is approaching which
means it’s time to make sure your hives are ready for the cooler months ahead. If you have kept
records of seasons past you may have an idea of when it is time to prepare the hive for the falling temperatures in your area. If you live in a location i.e. higher elevations, that time will be
sooner than those who live in lower elevations and where the surrounding waters affect the climate, winter temperatures are warmer and shorter.

Bee Cluster As the seasons begin to change and the temperatures start to drop, honey bees
will begin to form what is called a cluster. Honey bees do not hibernate, instead they form a
cluster of bees which will expand as the temperatures drop down to 43-46 degrees F. The bees
cluster together to generate heat by shivering. They continue to remain relatively active in their
cluster, eating, moving and finishing fall brood rearing. As they do this, they produce what is
called metabolic water which will rise to the top of the hive. If the hive is not properly ventilated or a insulation or moisture board ( known as a Quilt on Warre hives) is not installed, the
water will collect on the lid and rain down on the bees which can be devastating. Some companies are now selling them for the langstroth hives. i.e. Bee Thinking. The amount of heat that a
cluster gives off depends on if brood is present. In late fall, the colony will not have brood so the
cluster will only produce enough heat to keep the colony from freezing. The temperature in a
cluster can range from 57-85 degrees F. Once the queen begins to lay eggs again, the cluster will
generate heat at 93 degrees F.
Winter Checklist Properly winterizing your bees can be crucial to them surviving winter.
Here are some general rules that you can follow to give your bees the best chance.:
☐ Protecting your hive from the winter winds is important to the colony. If your hive has little
to no protection from outside elements, your bees will have a harder time surviving winter.
You want to make sure you shelter them from the direct wind.
☐ Maximize sun exposure by facing the hive south to southeast.
☐ Reduce the lower hive entrance to minimize drafts and keep out mice.
☐ Ventilation is key to allowing the hive to breathe so prop up the outer cover with a small
block of wood or create an Upper story entrance. This will give your hive the proper ventilation
that is needed. Better still is to use a Quilt filled with sawdust, wood chips or I use shredded
newspaper to collect the moisture.
☐ Place a rock or weight on top of the hive cover so it does not blow away. I use a ratchet strap
around the hive. I had a tree come down on a Warre hive it tilted over but the strap kept the
hive together.
☐ Remove queen excluders and bee escapes.
☐ Make sure the hive has enough honey to last through the winter. The amount of honey
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that should be left for your bees depends on where you live. Here on the Olympic peninsula elevation makes a difference.
☐ If you live in a severely cold location or elevation up into the snow line, you may want to
wrap your hive in a winter wrap to protect the bees from the chilling winds. Around here it has
shown not to make a difference and only holds in more moisture than you want.

A few Pics from Walt’s Apairy

One of the black bees coming for food Not from my
hives

Yellow Jacket vs. honey bees
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A little food to see who comes to the table

Running in a caught swarm
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Bee Stuff — Swap! / Looking For! / For Sale! / Free stuff! / ?

****NOPBA Member Special

Complete Hive

$299.

Contains 2 Deeps with frames and Plasticell foundations
2 Supers with frames and Plasticell foundations
Telescoping Top with Inner Cover
Solid Bottom Board with Entrance Reducer
Metal Queen Excluder
Fully Assembled
Also Available Painted
Western Supers with 10 Frame and Plasticell

$59

All hive components hand-finished locally
Call Buddy for orders

360-452-9807

Custom Made Tool Box for beekeeping
Carry your hot smoker safely !
I have 2 left
1—24” X 9”

$30.00

1— 20” X 9”

$25.00

*Tools not included

Waltw@q.com
360-681-5494
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FOR SALE: USED WOODENWARE WITH NEW FOUNDATION. ONE
FRAME TO COMPLETE HIVE SET UP.
CALL: Ed, Cell 360-301-0740

Home 457- 7686

Warre Hives by Larry

It’s time to start setting up for 2016 !
Details , Boxes with 1/4 inch glass windows, all cedar except the Top Bars. Walls are 1 1/4 inch thick, all
expertly hand crafted call Larry at 360-683-6957.
Each hive comes with Quilt box, Roof, Floor. And Top Bars

2 box starter — $225
3 box ————- $300
4 box ————- $375
Call and let me know what you need lets talk. 360-683-6957

NOPBA CLUB LIBRARY
Librarian :

Richard & Marilyn Parks

Videos:
Tapes: Silence of the Bees

Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, University of Georgia
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, Part 2
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 1-7 (Ohio St. University)
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 8-14
DVD's: The Bee Movie
Queen of the Sun
An Introduction to Beekeeping

Backyard Hive: Alternative Beekeeping using Top Bar Hive & Bee Guardian Methods
Articles, Tips and Information. Compiled by Walt Weilbicki
NOVA: Tales from the Hive
Bushy Mountain Bee Farm series:

Keeping Bees and Producing Honey
Package Bee Installation
Bee Removal
Comb Honey Production

Extracting
Swarm Boxes
Free Bees for You
Queen and Package Bee Production
Requeening and Colony Division
The Magic of Mead
MAGAZINES AND PUBLICATIONS:
Bee Culture, May through June 2014
Honey Bee Diseases and Pests, 2nd Edition and 2nd Edition Revised by Univ. of Guelph, Ontario
How to Reduce Bee Poisoning form Pesticides, 2006 Edition and 2013 Edition

Honey For Sale: The Official Honey Board Marketing Kit, Colorado 1999
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Project Apis m.: Analytical Lab Directory for Beekeepers
BOOKS:
The Gentle Craft
Modern Bee-keeping: A Handbook for Cottages, Published 1890
The Beekeeper's Handbook, 3rd Edition
Better Bee Keeping
Top-Bar Hive Beekeeping: Wisdom and Pleasure Combined
Honey Bee Pest, Predators and Diseases
An Eyewitness Account of Early American Beekeeping: The Autobiography of A.I. Root 18391923
Keeping Bees by Peter Beckly
Keeping Bees by John Vivian
Breeding Super Bees
How to Keep Bees and Sell Honey
Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for Honeybee Health
Toward Saving the Honeybee
At the Hive Entrance
Nectar and Pollen Plants of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest
Hive Management: A Seasonal Guide for Beekeepers
The Beekeeper's Bible
500 Answers to Bee Questions
First Lessons in Beekeeping by C. P. Dadant (Qty 3)
Bee Equipment Essentials
Bee Sex Essentials
Queen Rearing Essentials (Qty 2)
Increase Essentials

The Hive and the Honeybee (Qty 3
The Hive and the Honeybee Revisited
Beekeeping for All
The ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture

Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping
A Country Year: Living the Questions
Practical Beekeeping
The Backyard Beekeeper's Honey Handbook
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Three Seasons of Bees: A Pacific Northwest Journal
The Complete Idiots Guide to Beekeeping
Swarm Traps and Bait Hives: The Easy Way to get Bees for Free
The Biggle Bee Book by Jacob Biggle, 1909
Honeybee: Lessons from and Accidental Beekeeper
Robbing the Bees
Following the Bloom: Across America with Migratory Beekeepers
The Thinking Beekeeper: A Guide to Natural Beekeeping in Top Bar Hives
Learning From Bees: A Philosophy of Natural Beekeeping by Chandler, Phillip
CHILDREN'S BOOKS
The Bee-Man of Orn (ages 4 and up)
The Honeybee Man (ages 4 and up)
Bees, Hives, Honey! Beekeeping for Children (ages 8 and up)
COOKING AND CRAFTS
Super Formulas: Arts and Crafts
Beeswax: Molding and Candle Making (Qty 2)

Wick, Wax and Talk 2nd Time Around
Making Vinegar at Home
Making Wild Wines and Meads
The Complete Meadmaker

Cooking with Honey
Sweetened with Honey the Natural Way
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What is Happening Calendar

10/9/16

NOPBA General Meeting

10/10/16

Columbus Day,

10/13/16—10/15/16

Apicultural Society—Honolulu, HI
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Thanksgiving day (Canada)
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Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036
Sequim, WA 98382
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LINKS
WASBA Education
WASBA news
WSBA events
National Honey Board

USDA, ARS, HONEY BEE RESEARCH
WSDA Apiary Program
WSU Department of Entomology
Central Washington Beekeepers Association
Clark County Beekeepers Association
East Jefferson Beekeepers Association

Inland Empire Beekeepers
Lewis County Beekeepers
Methow Valley Beekeepers
Mid Columbia Beekeepers Association
Mount Baker Beekeepers
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers
Northwest District Beekeepers
Olympia Beekeepers, Thurston County
Pierce County Beekeepers
Puget Sound Beekeepers
Skagit Valley Beekeepers

Snoqualmie Beekeepers Association
Stanwood-Camano Island Beekeepers
West Sound Beekeepers
Whidbey Island Beekeepers Association

WWW.NOPBA.ORG
INFO@NOPBA.ORG

The North Olympic Peninsula
Beekeepers’ Association
formed to promote the common interest and general welfare of beekeeping, to protect
honey bees, to encourage good
bee management practices, and
to encourage good public relations between beekeepers and
the public.

Our meetings are currently held
on the second Sunday of the month
at 1:00 p.m. A WSBA class for
certification starts one hour before
the business meeting. We meet
indoors at the Port Angeles Library.
NEXT MEETING :
Oct 9, 2016

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2015 – 2016
President

Meg Depew

sequimbeefarm@gmail.com

Vice President

Tyrone Beatty

majikmusikman37@hotmail.com

Secretary

Kirsten Whitworth

kwhitworth@wavecable.com

Treasure

Chris Beatty

c2beatty@gmail.com

Education

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Beekeeper Trustee

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Librarian

Richard & Marilyn Parks

rwparks12@yahoo.com

Newsletter

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

Past President

Cindy Ericksen

ericksenpc@olympus.net

Ad Hoc Comm. Trustee

Warren Mecca

meccanator@gmail.com

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
Editor: Walt Wielbicki
E-mail: waltw@q.com
NOPBA
PO Box 3036, Sequim WA 98382
www.nopba.org
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