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If the only achievement of this book was the discovery of these
patterns, | would be satisfied. But there is so much more..

Yves Peloquin




"Make the mind of this people dull, and
stop their ears, and shut their eyes, so that
they may not look with their eyes, and
listen with their ears, and comprehend
with their minds, and turn and be healed.”

Isaiah 6:10

It is the glory of God to conceal a matter;
to search out a matter is the glory of kings.

Prov 25:2 NIV

Dédié a Marie-Paule mon épouse, sans
qui je n’aurais jamais pu m’investir avec
autant d’énergie dans cette recherche, et
a mes trois enfants :

Jeanne, Emile, Evelyne
qui ont si souvent été prives de ma
présence.

Also dedicated to my father Léo (1921-
1994 AD) from whom | learned the na-
mes of Jacob’s children. 1 believe he was
one of the great...great grandsons of
Leah, first wife of the patriarch Jacob.

"For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, So
are My ways higher than
your ways, And My
thoughts  than  your
thoughts. Isa 55:9 Nkiv
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Several solutions have been proposed to explain the 390 and the 40 years symbolized
by Ezekiel’s 390 and 40 days. None has been very convincing so far.

The following observation is therefore indisputable: in spite of the fact that Ezekiel
spent a very long period (430 days) on his sides to perform a sign to the house of Israel, no
one has ever come up with any hidden interpretation that could match (and justify) the
prophet’s amazing task? This book shall propose a fresh new way to understand Ezekiel 4.

The Siege of Jerusalem prophesied
Ezek 4:1-13

4:1 "Now, son of man, take a clay tablet, put it in front of you and draw the city of
Jerusalem on it. 2 Then lay siege to it: Erect siege works against it, build a ramp up to it,
set up camps against it and put battering rams around it. 3 Then take an iron pan, place it
as an iron wall between you and the city and turn your face toward it. It will be under
siege, and you shall besiege it. This will be a sign to the house of Israel. 4 "Then lie on
your left side and put the sin of the house of Israel upon yourself. You are to bear their
sin for the number of days you lie on your side. 5 | have assigned you the same number
of days as the years of their sin. So for 390 days you will bear the sin of the house of
Israel. 6 "After you have finished this, lie down again, this time on your right side, and
bear the sin of the house of Judah. | have assigned you 40 days, a day for each year. 7
Turn your face toward the siege of Jerusalem and with bare arm prophesy against her. 8 |
will tie you up with ropes so that you cannot turn from one side to the other until you
have finished the days of your siege. 9 "Take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet
and spelt; put them in a storage jar and use them to make bread for yourself. You are to
eat it during the 390 days you lie on your side. 10 Weigh out twenty shekels of food to
eat each day and eat it at set times. 11 Also measure out a sixth of a hin of water and
drink it at set times. 12 Eat the food as you would a barley cake; bake it in the sight of the
people, using human excrement for fuel.” 13 The LORD said, "In this way the people of
Israel will eat defiled food among the nations where I will drive them."

It is certain that some important chronological information can be obtained by correctly
interpreting the sign performed by Ezekiel. After all, we already know that when he was lying
for 390 and 40 days, he was then symbolically portraying one period of sin that lasted 390
years and another that lasted 40 years. No doubts that these two values will lead us to the
discovery of some solid markers in the Bible chronology once we have them correctly
understood.



But there is more information to be obtained from Ezek 4-5 than what has been suggested
until now. We will see in the following pages that while he was lying on his sides Ezekiel was
performing more than a dozen different symbolical acts each one portraying an independent
set of events that had or would take place over distinct periods of either 390, 40, or 430 years.

From a few basic sequences of events whose timeline are well known, we are going to, while
identifying each Ezekiel 4-5 symbolical act, find out the timing of every meaningful biblical
event. Figuratively speaking, this book has been designed like a
ladder. Where each rung allow a workman to go higher and
higher, here most chapters will introduce a new Ezekiel 4-5
symbolical act and consolidate it by using the chronological
information validated in the previous chapters. As we move on,
several paths of reliable events will keep expanding until it
becomes possible to merge them into a tightly interconnected
network.

A unique feature pertaining to the development of this work will be obvious in the first part of
the book. | decided that no biblical event would be associated to a specific date. Indeed, each
event will be featured in its relationship with other. Thus similar to what is done in the Bible’s
narration, the emphasis will be exclusively over the length of time (# of years) separating the
events between themselves (i.e. relative dating). No matter how destabilizing it will feel, this
approach is necessary to establish a fundamental timeline that owes nothing to any material
found outside the Bible.

Like many of you already know, once the chronology of the patriarchs 4 R
has been figured out it is impossible to move on in a straight manner * ~ " -{*ﬁ
to reach the time of Moses, Aaron, Joshua and Caleb. This is why |~ ? #
believe the bible chronology should be handled like a jigsaw puzzle ]

£ i

where the best strategy is not to progress from a single location but *«% 5
instead work with several parts according their color or patterns and E . N
then linking these areas together. We will see how it can be done. Rl = g

In the second part of the book, dates will be anchored to each biblical event (i.e. absolute
dating). This is a prerequisite to adequately discuss about the occurrence of the sabbatical
years, highlight the use of palindromic dates (Ex. Destruction of the first Temple in 3443
AM), to project the likely timing of the future re-emergence of the Lost-Tribes of Israel, and
of course to produce the detailed biblical timeline expected in this kind of work.

By the end of the book more than 180 biblical events will have been firmly dated and
presented in spectaculars patterns. Truly, never before was a biblical chronology elaborated
around so many markers and with such an abundance of self-validating mechanisms.

I just mentioned that this chronology will display some spectacular patterns. In fact patterns
are a major outcome of this chronology. They come in so many forms and they involve so
many events that one could ask ourselves: Why were all those events inscribed in such a vast
network of patterns? The likely answer is that the patterns, by their sole presence, are a proof
of the accuracy of the dates leading to them. Given that a random set of dates would rarely
lead to a harmonious and spectacular pattern, finding a large number of them, interacting
between each other, compels us to accept the involvement of a Master Designer.

Let’s start with four examples of spectacular patterns to show evidence of design.



First example: The age of the last four patriarchs / followed by my own 2000 years pattern

Gen 25:7

Gen 35:28
Gen 47:28
Gen 50:26

Abraham 175
Isaac 180
Jacob 147
Joseph 110

Part of the following was observed by
Stanley Gevirtz in an article called ‘The
Life Spans of Joseph and Enoch and the

Parallelism’

Here the age of these four closely related and most central patriarchs of the Bible are used to
produce the following mathematical relationship.

Life span of Age’s factors & Getting 17 from
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph factors’ composite the age factors
Abraham =~ = 175y. ----» 7% 52 — |7+5+5=17
beget
.
Isaac = 180y. - 5 * 62 . 5+6+6=17
u:/beget
<
JaCOb = 147y -——— 3* 72 — 3+7+7:17
'\' beget
) 7+7+6+6
+
Joseph = 110y. - * (524 62 4 72 >
P ’ I (5°+6 +7) 5-5+1 =17
Age total = 612y.
612 =4* 153 or 17 is the highest integer in
4% (14243+ .. +17) the *Summation’ repre-
senting the average age
t(?]ne can saly t?at 17 (153 years) of the 4
e mean value for .
i atriarchs.
these four indivi- ,Z_l' years P
duals’ age is 153 =
______________________________________ Each of the following |
: 3 Joseph3 Isaac 3 value will be vali- |
The following 35 < > 23 in Jail 2] dies dated in this book |
numbers are 62 +«—> 26 3 [
palindromes 13 <+ 31 J I
| O A I
:rAbrahamﬁ: Abra.. goes| | Covenant bet-q: | S c | ! Saul i End of 2"
. marry || toEgypt iween the parts, “ E o | i+ King | Temple
12033 AM || 2088 AM | ' 2093AM i | | P . 7 years B | 12923Au! | 4033 AM
’ o ¢ |H 2719 famine 22| | T N N
g born dies N ‘
Isaac Abra- Jacob| {5554 Start 2315 Jo-
ha starts —{ Am 7 years AM seph
P dis 162} oy 13 81 of | 26 53| des
AM AM Laban plenty AM 555
+
5515 | 55 ([¢------- 55 + 55 ===---- R 55 455 ccmmmmmmmeeoa o » | 555 | 555

2000 years




Second example : Genesis 1:1

The very first verse of the Bible tells us that God created the universe
Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

v v v v
TIME ENERGY SPACE MATTER

Gen 1:1 in Hebrew with the Gematria® value expressed for each letter of the 7 words.

GENESIS 1:1
: 7 6 | 5 4 : 3 2 1 :
I%E_um g—xm:ESEQm 8—1'55m%—1 ~ 8 858—\8M|
! . .
|:Y7b§ﬂ PR Q"Magn nx: DY ToN N2 PPUNRDA!
: earth the and | heaventhe | God created beginning the In :
1
| 296 407 ¢ 395 401 | 86 203 913 |
| : | |
1
: +—— 7 letters ——» | «—— 7 letters ——»| :
| < 14 letters >I< 14 letters — |
| |
l{— The 7 words use 28 letters (i.e. 1+2+3+4+5+6+7 letters) —>l

The forth word ‘N’ (i.e. central word) is untranslatable. Its two letters (Aleph X and

Tav ﬂ) are the very first and the very last letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet and the sum of the gematria
values of the first letter of each words of Gen 1:1 is (2+2+1+1+5+6+5) = 22

The gematria value of the 7 Hebrew words of Gen 1:1 leads to some fascinating information?.

Total gematria = 913 +203 +86+401 +395 +407 +296 = 2701
2701= 37*73 (37 & 73 are Mirror Numbers i.e. MN)

37 is the 12" prime number

MN 73 is the 21" prime number.
¥ N

3773 =1072 + 2701 (Note: 3773=7*7*77)
There are 3*7*73 verses in Genesis (i.e. 1533)

}12 & 21 are MN

InGen1:1the L1 word + 3" word =913 + 86 =999

gematria of 2" word + 4" word + 5™ word =203+ 401 +395 =999
th . th _ _

6" word + twice the 77 word =407 + 296 + 296 =999

! In the Hebrew alphabet each character has a value. A gematria of a word is the sum of these characters values.
% This information should be credited to Vernon Jenkins Ref “The other bible code’ on Internet



2701 is a triangular number and

Thﬁfoﬁ]téme 2701 = 723 i can be expressed like this:
triangle has C4og 2 14+2+3+...+71+72+73
216 blue
pebbles. To visualize the value 2701, we
ie.6*6*6 will build a triangle by aligning

2701
(37*73)
pebbles

small pebbles (p) the following
way:

there will be
1 pebble on the first row,
2 on the second,
0 3onthe third

73 pebbles on the 73"

There are 2701 pebbles in all.

| « 73 units >
Without adding or loosing any pebble, we can Notice
transform the previous geometric structure in The gematrica value of

four perfectly fitting new ones.

2701 = 666 + 666+ 666+703

37*3 +

Gen 1:1 first 5 words
i.e. (913, 203, 86, 401, 395)

A geometrical addupto 3 * 666

arrangement and the last two words
to represent ‘and the earth’
Gen 1:1

(whose values are
407 and 296)

addupto 703

Interesting:

« [Row 37| 666 = (6+6+6) * 37

666 = 1°-2°+3°

666 = 22 +3%+5%+ 7%+

703
, . 2 2 2
666 666 Row| 11"+13°+17
Kb e XX |73 | (i.e. Sum of the square of
XX X L LX) =o' the first 7 prime numbers)
666= 1°+2°+33+4°+
5316345%4 434
= = = 5 - 33 + 23 + 13
EEOYE PR EYISR RTS SCURES 666 =1+2+3+4+567+89
395 401 86 203 Q13 =123 + 456 + 78 + 9
Earth the and heaven the God created beginning the In =9+87+6+543+21
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Third example : The High Priest’s Breastplate®

In Exodus 28 we are told that the High Priest was going to wear a piece
of garment called the Breastplate. Over this garment was disposed, on 4
rows, 12 precious stones on which were engraved the names of each
tribe of Israel, one name on each stone. Now lets see some surprising
facts found by lan Mallett and Vernon Jenkins. Independantly of its
power, the breastplate was hiding the absolute cleverness of God.

To demonstrate this we need to see the breastplate as a mathematical
matrix in which the name of each tribe of Israel is replaced by its =~
gematria value*. The following table gives us the gematria’s values corresponding to each

tribe’s name.  (The tribe’s order can be found in Gen 29:32-Gen 20:20, Gen 41:51-52)
# Tribe Hebrew | gematria
1 | Reuben | 32189 259 7 | Asher TN 501
2 | Simeon | ywnw 466 8 | Issachar | 9oww~ | 830
3 | Judah RAN 30 9 | Zebulun | par 95
4 | Dan 7 o4 10 | Benjamin | yommi2 162
5 | Naphtali | s5ng2 570 11 | Manasseh | mwan 395
6 | Gad 73 7 12 | Ephraim | a'1sR 331
3 > 1 Here we have each matrix’s row filled
30 466 259 frpm right to IefL with the fnahmfe 01_‘ era]lch
Skl S R tribe according the order of their birth.
6 5 4 Notice two important rules:
7 570 54 . .
- The name of ‘LEVI’ is not used in the
— i G0 matrix. The Breastplate was weared by
9 8 7 a Levite therefore there was no need to
95 830 501 represent that tribe with a stone.
Zebulun Issachar Asher
The name of Joseph is not used either.
12 11 10 N
Instead we replace it with the names of
331 395 162 his two sons (Manasseh & Ephraim)
Ephraim | Manasseh | Benjamin
phra anasse cnja who were adopted by Jacob (Gen 48:5).

= 259 + 466 + 30 + 54
+ 570 + 7 + 501 + 830

The first interesting fact in this matrix is that
the sum of all the gematria value = 3700.

3700 =10*10* 37

+95+ 162 + 395 + 331

% The following description should be entirely credited to two individuals, one is called lan Mallett and the
other is Vernon Jenkins whose work can be seen at http://www.whatabeginning.com/ under ‘AN ORACLE
RESTORED~

* In the Hebrew alphabet each character has a value and the gematria of a word is the sum of these values.



30 466 259
Judah Simeon Reuben

7 570 54

Gad Naphtali Dan

95 ! 830 501
Zebulun : Issachar Asher

[lags ¢ 35 ¢ 162
Ephraim ! Manasseh : Benjamin

To each area

we associate the
combined gematria values of all the
names found in it.

And here is an incredible discovery
brought to light Vernon Jenkins: the
number 37 is the main factor in each
of the 6 parts of the new arrangement.

Lets divide the matrix
in 6 perfectly fitting
and harmonious parts.

1

259
37*7
- 1036 (38777)
(37*28)
4
555
(37*15)
(37*25)
888
(37*24)

But it doesn’t stop here, next page will show more stunning properties of Jacob’s sons matrix.
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3 2 1 3 2 1
30 466 259 30 466 259
Judah Simeon Reuben Judah Simeon Reuben

6 5 4 6 5 4
7 570 54 7 570 54
Gad Naphtali Dan Gad Naphtali Dan
9 8 7 9 8 7
95 830 501 95 830 501
Zebulun Issachar Asher Zebulun Issachar Asher
12 11 10 12 11 10
331 395 162 331 395 162
Ephraim Manasseh Benjamin Ephraim Manasseh Benjamin
The combined value The combined value The combined value ~ The combined value
of the greens of the oranges of the oranges of the greens squares
squares squares squares (259+466+54+
(259+30+570+501+ (466+54+7+830+ (30+7+830+95+162 570+501)
95+395) 162+331) +395+331)
= 1850 = 1850 = 1850 = 1850
or or or or
50 * 37 50 * 37 50 * 37 50 * 37

— Simeon Reuben
Interesting: 2 = =
i The gematria of Gen 1:1 Gad | Naphtali Dan
i (i.e. 2701) is found in the 95 330 501
i Breastplate’s matrix Zebulun | Issachar Asher
331 395 162

Ephraim | Manasseh | Benjamin

Now lets take the Gen 1:1 values and the Breastplate’s values and sum each number’ digits the way
it is done here 296=2+9+6 =17 and 17=1+7=8 (Ref Matrix of the Breastplate by Leo Tavares)

The Breastplate numbers are
(259 466 30 54 570 7 501 830 95 162 395 331)
259=7, 466=7, 30=3, 54=9, 570=3, 7=7,
501=6, 830=2, 95=5, 162=9, 395=8, 331=7
then we add all the ‘single digit” obtained
7+7+3+9+3+7+6+2+5+9+8+7=73

The Gen 1:1 numbers are
(296 407 395 401 86 203 913)
296= 8, 407=2, 395=8, 401=5, 86=5,
203=5, 913=4

then we add all the “single digit’ obtained
8+2+8+5+5+5+4=37

Isn’t it remarkable that the final values obtained by summing theses numbers are 37 and 73 ?
11




Fourth example: The seven resurrections.
There are plenty of example showing that the number ‘7’ has a special meaning in the Bible

At the creation of the world, the seventh day was set apart from the previous six days. This is
the only day which does not mention any new creative elements. Day 7 is also the only day
that does not have the repeated formula, “And there was evening and there was morning. It is
obvious that the seventh day is special.

Special too was the 7" patriarch ‘Enoch’ (Adam, Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared,
Enoch). Gen 5:24 Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.

Joshua and Israel marched around Jericho seven times while seven priests blew seven
trumpets before the walls came crashing down (Joshua 6:3-4).

On a recommendation of the prophet Elisha, Naaman, commander of the army of the king of
Aram, was cure of leprosy by going to wash himself 7 times in the Jordan (ref 2 King 5:1-14)

God instituted 7 feast days. There are 4 in the spring : Passover, Unleavened bread, First
fruits, Feast of Weeks. And there are 3 in the fall: Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah), Atonement
(Yom Kippur), Tabernacles (Sukkot).

Yeshua was the 7" individual brought back to life in the Bible. His resurrection is especially
special giving that the 6 previous one are part of an unexpected pattern® organized around the

ost mortem stage of those who died.
P g A double sequence of

three post-mortem stages

1king | Elijah resurrected the son of ﬂstage of death
17:17-24 ' Zarephat’s widow. Body is still warm
2 king | Elisha resurrected the son of the 2_nd stage of death
435 Shunammite women Body is cold
2 king The corpse of a man is back to li- 3" stage of death
| -
fe when he touches Elisha’s bone o
. B IS in Ichr
13:21 at the bottom of a sepulchre ody s in sepulchre
Matt Yeshua resurrected the young ¥ stage of death
9-18.06 daughter of Jairus, the ruler of Body is still warm
the synagogue of Capernaum
Luke | Yeshua resurrected the widow’ 2" stage of death
7:11-17 | son in the village of Nain Body is cold
- - 3I’d
SRt i e stage of deat
11:1-45 ; Body is in Ichr
the village of Bethany ody is in sepulchre

Unlike these previous six, Yeshua raised for an eternal life

® | learned about this pattern in “The Resurrection Pattern’ by Darek Barefoot
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Apart of the second half of the first example, | have nothing to do with the previous four
examples. | have included them at the beginning of this book with one goal in mind, to show
the readers that patterns are an integral part of the biblical content and therefore they should
be sought as if they were precious gems. | know by experience that when they are found they
are often awe-inspiring. It is the way of the Bible: The right understanding leads to great
discoveries.

Let’'s try to understand what we are told in Ezekiel 4-5
The 40 years imputed to the house of Judah
The logical start for the ‘40 years of sin’ of Judah should be 40 years before the destruction

of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar’s army, but this solution presents a major flaw and is
therefore totally unacceptable.

2 Kings 22:1 2 Kings 23:36 2 Chron 36:11

King Josiah Jehoiakim Zedekiah
Josiah reigned reigned reigned
* 1-12 | 13 | 14-30 31 31 years 11 years 11 years
| King
I Jehoiakim
: * 1-10 11
I King
! Zedekiah
: * 1-10 11
Wrong l Jerusalgm
1-17 18 19-28 29 30-39
~ -~ * 40
Could this period possibly be Judah’s 40 years of sin 7. NO

As we can see, going backwards 40 years from Jerusalem’s destruction in the 11" year of
Zedekiah brings us to the 13" year® of Josiah. Why would the “40 years of sin” start in the
kingship of one of the few kings who really sought God’s approval? King Josiah was
responsible for major reform that brought the people of his kingdom closer to God:

e Jer 22:15-16 Did not your father [Josiah] have food and drink? He did what was right and just,
so all went well with him. He defended the cause of the poor and needy...

e 2 Kings 23:25 Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the LORD
as he did-with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength...

Have you considered this? Before Josiah’s reign, many of the previous kings had led the
people astray for the whole duration of their reign. Weren’t these ‘years’ also years of sin?
Why should they be ignored? Why did God restrict the period of sin to 40 years when we
could easily count hundreds of years of sinful reign?

® Jeremiah started prophesying the same year : Jer. 25:3 For twenty-three years--from the thirteenth year of
Josiah son of Amon king of Judah until this very day--the word of the LORD has come to me and | have spoken
to you again and again, but you have not listened.

13



A premise

Given that the 40-year of sin (alluded by the 40 days of Ezek 4:6) represents
a fixed period, we can deduce that it was preceded and followed by a period
without sin. If this were not the case it wouldn’t be possible to mark the
beginning and the end of that 40 years.

Here is a new way to look at it:

When Ezekiel was told to bear the sin of the house of Judah, he was not told to bear all
the sins of Judah; the request was much more specific than that. He was going to bear
ONLY one sin, a single sin that lasted 40 years. All other sins committed by Judah
could have lasted hundreds of years, or they could have been preceded and followed by
years without sin; in the end these other sins were irrelevant to Ezekiel’s 40 years of Sin.

HOUSE OF JUDAH HISTORY

Solomon dies X years 40 years Y years
Kingdom Jderutsaletr_n s
splits Absence of - Absence of estruction
(Ref 1King 12:16) | the special sin P the special sin

What was Judah’s special Sin?

e Ezek 5:11-12 Therefore as surely as | live, declares the Sovereign LORD, because
you have defiled my sanctuary with all your vile images and detestable practices, I
myself will withdraw my favor; | will not look on you with pity or spare you. A third
of your people will die of the plague or perish by famine inside you; a third will fall
by the sword outside your walls; and a third 1 will scatter to the winds and pursue with

drawn sword.

See also 2 Kings 21:7, Jer 7:30, 2 Chron 33:4-6, 2 Chron 33:7

= > = Defilement of God’s Temple € € €

Defiling the Temple (His dwelling place) was certainly an abomination in the eyes of God,
something worse than anything else the people could have done.

We have now to answer three questions:

1. Who did it?
2. How and when was it stopped?
3. When did it start?

Who did it?

o 2 Kings 21:7-9 He took the carved Asherah pole he had made and put it in the temple
Manasseh led them astray, so that they did more evil than the nations the LORD
had destroyed before the Israelites.

See also Jer 15:3-4, 2 Kings 23:26-27, 2 Kings 24:2-4

So who did it? =» King Manasseh defiled the Temple.
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How and when was it stopped?

e 2 Kings 23:4 The king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, the priests next in rank and the
doorkeepers to remove from the temple of the LORD all the articles made for Baal and
Asherah and all the starry hosts. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the
Kidron Valley and took the ashes to Bethel.

e 2 Kings 23:21-23 The king gave this order to all the people: "Celebrate the Passover to
the LORD your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.” Not since the days
of the judges who led Israel, nor throughout the days of the kings of Israel and the kings
of Judah, had any such Passover been observed. But in the eighteenth year of King
Josiah, this Passover was celebrated to the LORD in Jerusalem

See also 2 Kings 23:1-3, 2 Kings 23:7, 2 Kings 23:11-12

When was it stopped? = The Temple was purified in Josiah’s 18" year.

When did the ‘40 years of sin’ start?

We know from 2 Kings 23:23 that Josiah cleansed the Temple in the 18" year of his kingship:

~
~

We also know from Ezek 4:6 that the Sin lasted 40 years (expressed as 40 days).

. King P
. King | | josiah K
King Amon
Manasseh * | 1-17 18 19-31
* 1-34 35 36-54 2 King
22:1
Manasseh Josiah
sets some , osia 2 Kings 23:23
o Temple is left desecrated cleanses But in the 18"
_ abomination the Temple ¢ Ki
Right in the Temple P Yoo g
osiah ...
prospect
N * 1-19 20 (21| 22 23-39 40

Judah 40 years of sin? YES

It’s a simple matter to go back 40 years from the 18" year of Josiah and find out that the
starting point of the desecration (abomination) happened in Manasseh 35™ year of reign.
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Figure 1. Judah's 40 years of Sin
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The 390 years imputed to the house of Israel
The house of Israel’s sin that we are looking for needs to satisfy the following 5 requirements:

#1. Unique and never done before

#2. Started at a specific time

#3. Ended at a specific time

#4. Lasted 390 years (and involve the_ same people from the start to the end)
#5. Inflamed God

Here, contrary to the house of Judah’s very unique sin that we have identified earlier, no such
sin can be found in relation to the house of Israel. We have to consider the only other
alternative: the *390 years of sin’ refers to a time in which numerous sins were
committed. Given that it is very unlikely that all those sins started on the same day, the
beginning that we are looking for must be linked to an event involving the 12 tribes and must
have been so disgraceful to God that it became the start of the 390 years of sin.
Unsurprisingly, there is such an event.

e Hos 9:9 They have sunk deep into corruption, as in the days of Gibeah. God will
remember their wickedness and punish them for their sins.

e Hos 10:9 "Since the days of Gibeah, you have sinned, O Israel, and there you have
remained.

Judges 19 describes what happened in Gibeah. It can be summarized the following way:

A Levite and his concubine found shelter for the night in an old man’s house in Gibeah.
During the night the concubine was abused by some of the wicked men of the city while this
Levite showed no concern for her. The woman was found lying on the threshold of the
house in the morning. Later, the Levite dismembered his concubine (while she might have
been still alive) and sent one part to every tribe of Israel:

e Judg 19:29 When he reached home, he took a knife and cut up his concubine, limb by
limb, into twelve parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel.

The disastrous outcome of this event was that the 12 tribes were involved in a fratricidal war
for the first time.

e Among the 11 tribes who fought against Benjamin there was more than 40,000
victims.

e Benjamin’s tribe was nearly exterminated’. Among all the men, woman and children
of that tribe only 600 soldiers survived by hiding for 4 months®.

! Judg 20:48 The men of Israel went back to Benjamin and put all the towns to the sword, including the animals
and everything else they found. All the towns they came across they set on fire.

8 Judg 20:46-47 On that day twenty-five thousand Benjamite swordsmen fell, all of them valiant fighters. But
six hundred men turned and fled into the desert to the rock of Rimmon, where they stayed four months. NIV
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The incident at Gibeah is the perfect candidate for the start” of the 390-year period.

% Hosea (10:9) called the days of Gibeah the start of a period of sin (Since the days of
Gibeah, you have sinned, O Israel). This is exactly what we are looking for.

% What happened was unique.*

Notice that the original intent of the men of Gibeah (Benjamites) was to commit an
abomination prescribed by the law of God. Compare'! Judge 19:22 and Lev 18:22.
Therefore, both periods of sin (390 years and 40 years*?) are associated with abominations.

When did the Gibeah incident happen?

Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron, was officiating when it happened. It situates the incident in
the period following the arrival in the Promised Land:

e Judg 20:27-28 And the Israelites inquired of the LORD. (In those days the ark of the
covenant of God was there, with Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron,
ministering before it.)

Israel served the Lord until all the elders who had witnessed the Exodus died. That makes it
unlikely that the Gibeah incident happened before the death of Joshua:

e Josh 24:31 lIsrael served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the
elders who outlived him and who had experienced everything the LORD had done
for Israel.

If we speculate that the elders who outlived Joshua were at least 15 years old at the time of the
Exodus (old enough to have understood what was going on) but younger than 20 years old
(otherwise they would have died before reaching the promised land, a direct outcome of the
spies’ event as stipulated in Num 14:29) we have a group of people aged at least 60 years old
at the division of the land. All those elders could have died during the next 30 years after the
division of the land.

Note that Josh. 24:31 implies that Israel stopped serving the Lord not long after the death of
all those witnesses.

® There is no doubt that Israel was already sinning long before the event of Gibeah but the ABOMINATION
that was committed at that time was worse than everything else.

10 Judg. 19:30 Everyone who saw it said, "Such a thing has never been seen or done, not since the day the
Israelites came up out of Egypt

1 Judg 19:22 "Bring out the man who came to your house so we can have sex with him."
Lev 18:22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.

125 Kings 21:11 "Because Manasseh king of Judah has done these abominations (he has acted more wickedly
than all the Amorites who were before him, and has also made Judah sin with his idols),
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Chronology of the Exodus period.
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Figure 2. Land divided

1) Acts 7:23 When Moses was forty years
old, he decided to visit his fellow ..

2) Acts 7:30 After forty years had passed,
an angel appeared to Moses in the flames of
a burning bush in the desert near Mount
Sinai.

3) Num 14:33-34 For forty years--you will
suffer for your sins

4) Deut 34:7 Moses was a hundred and
twenty years old when he died,

5,6) Josh 14:10 "Now then, just as the
LORD promised, he has kept me alive for
forty-five years since the time he said this to
Moses, while Israel moved about in the
desert. So here | am today, eighty-five years
old! Nniv

7) Num 10:11-12 On the twentieth day of the
second month of the second year, ..... Then the
Israelites set out from the Desert of Sinai ...

The land was spied in the second year.

8) Land was divided 6 years after coming in
the Promised Land.

9) Josh. 14:7 | was forty years old when
Moses the servant of the LORD sent me

from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land.

We are told in Ezekiel 4. that the “390 years of sin’ are associated with the ‘House of Israel’,
however the event of Gibeah involved the 12 tribes of Israel. Could Ezekiel have used the
term ‘House of Israel’ with the 12 tribes®® in mind? Yes, the two Hebrew words (beeyt-
Yisraa'eel) transliterated as ‘the House of Israel’ in Ezekiel 4:4 were also used to point to the
twelve tribes in other instances* and this, a long time before the split of the two Kingdoms.

Ex 16:31 And the house of Israel called its name Manna. NKJV

Nobody will contest that Moses is referring to the 12 tribes of Israel in the next verse:

13 ‘House of Israel” is the term often used to point to the group of 10 tribes who chose Jeroboam as King after

Solomon’s death. Ref 1 King 12:20.

14 Strong #1004 = beeyt- and Strong # 3478 = Yisraa'eel are also found together in Ex 40:38, Lev 10:6,
Lev 17:3, :8, :10, Lev 22 :18, Num 20 :29, Josh 21 :45, Ruth 4 :11, 1 Sam 7:2, :3, 2 Sam 1:12
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e Ruth 4:11 The LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and
like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: NKJv

After the Gibeah incident the Israelites kept sinning for several hundred years and during that
time:

— They were often oppressed in response to their worshipping of others gods.

— The Ark was captured.

— They rejected God their true King and asked for Saul.

— God rejected Saul their first king.

It would have been an amazing change if the people had suddenly succeeded in reforming
themselves after all these years, yet, according to Ezekiel the period of sin lasted no more than
390 years. A very important event must have happened to justify that the count of years of sin
came to a stop after 390 years?

This event seems to be directly related to God’s dwelling place:

e Deut 12:4-5 You must not worship the LORD your God in their way. But you are to
seek the place the LORD your God will choose from among all your tribes to put
his Name there for his dwelling.

At the time of the Gibeah incident God’s “permanent” dwelling place was at Shiloh (under
the jurisdiction of Ephraim®), however He abandoned it and chose Zion instead.

e Ps78:59 he rejected Israel completely.
e Ps 78:68 but he chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion, which he loved.

If it can be shown that God’s dwelling place was moved to Zion exactly 390 years
after the Gibeah incident, we would have a very strong argument to explain why Israel’s years
of Sin did not go over the 390’s mark; the logic would be that by moving to a new dwelling
place, God was heralding an important change: Offering a new beginning (see p. 24) to the

people by bringing to an end the counting of the years of their sins would be in harmony with
the notion of an important change.

Paying attention to the location of the Ark of covenant

God rejected the House of Israel (He left Shiloh)
o1 Sam 4:22 The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”

We have something truly unique here: as a sign that He had rejected the House of Israel
and His dwelling place in Shiloh, God sent the Ark into captivity:

e 1 Sam 3:11 And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, | am about to do something in
Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle.

God chose the House of Judah (He came to Zion)

Years later the Ark would again be used, but this time to show that God was coming to
His new dwelling place in Zion.

15 Jer 31:9 because I am Israel's father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son. NIV
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Gibeah’s The Gibeah’s incident marks the
sin — start of the 390 years of Sin.
390
years
of sin
Ark remo_ved At the end of the “390 years of Sin’ the Ark
from Abina- . ,
, —> was removed from Abinadab’s house and
dab’s house . .
on the hill brought to Jerusalem by King David.

When the time came to bring the Ark into Jerusalem David had to fetch it from the house of
Abinadab. In 2 Sam 6:3 we are told that Abinadab’s house was on a hill. Why are we told this
seemingly useless detail? It doesn’t appear to bring anything to the story and from the reader’s
perspective that “hill’ could have been any hill.

The Hebrew word translated as ‘hill’ in 2 Sam 6:3 is the very same word used in Judges 19 to
designate the Benjamite town of ‘Gibeah’. Interesting, isn’t it? The implication here is that
we were not merely informed that the house of Abinadab was on an ‘unknown’ hill,
impossible to identify, but we were rather told that this house was at Gibeah, the same
‘Gibeah’ that was involved with the start of the 390 years of Sin. Notice that while most
English translations of the Bible have the house of Abinadab on a hill, the KJV has located it
at ‘Gibeah’:

e 2 Sam 6:3 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house

of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: KIV

Obviously ‘Gibeah’ and ‘hill’ are from the same Hebrew word. Which one the author of 2
Sam 6:3 had in mind when he wrote the verse is hard to determine but we can speculate in
favor of ‘Gibeah’.

The town of Gibeah was where King Saul (the first king of Israel) lived during his whole
kingship. Therefore, it would be reasonable to think that Saul, at one time during his kingship,
had the Ark brought to Gibeah so that it could be close to him. Was not David going to do
exactly the same when he moved to Jerusalem?

e 2 Sam 6:12 O David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of
Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. NIV

As we can see, the start and the end of the 390 years of sin are both related to Gibeah
somehow.

Gibeah’s sin The Gibeah’s incident marks the
(Levite’s wife is abused) : start of the 390 years of Sin.

390

years See

of sin / page 42
Ark removed Ark removed After ‘390 years of Sin’ the Ark was re-
from Abina- from Gibeah moved from a house in the town of Gibeah
dab’s house and brought to = or from a “hill’ (Hebrew’s word Gibeah) and

on the hill Jerusalem. brought to Jerusalem by King David.
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The following 7 points will highlight some interesting parallels between the
Start (S1-S7) and the End (E1-E7) of that 390-year period. They confirm that
the two events are related somehow.

51| There was no King in Israel at that time:

e Judg 19:1 In those days Israel had no king.

David was the first king to reign over all Israel. El

S2| The Levite wouldn’t go to Jerusalem for sanctuary:

e Judg 19:12 No We won't go into an alien city, whose people are not Israelites.

The Ark could not be brought to its new sanctuary without the participation of the
Levites:
e 1 Chron 15:12-13 "You are the heads of the Levitical families; you and your
fellow Levites are to consecrate yourselves and bring up the ark of the LORD,
the God of Israel, to the place | have prepared for it. It was because you, the

Levites, did not bring it up the first time that the LORD our God broke out in
anger against us. E2

S3| The Levite wouldn’t go to Jerusalem because it was occupied by the Jebusites:

e Judg 19:11-12 "Come, let's stop at this city of the Jebusites and spend the
night." His master replied, "No.

When David came to Jerusalem, a few years before he brought the Ark, the first thing
he and his army did was to remove the Jebusites from the city:

e 2 Sam 5:6 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem to attack the Jebusites,
who lived there. E3

S4| The Levite dismembered his concubine in 12 parts:
e Judg 19:29 When he reached home, he took a knife and cut up his concubine,
limb by limb, into twelve parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel.

The last Benjamite king over Israel was Ish-Bosheth and he was killed by two of his
own compatriots. The surprising thing about this is that all three Benjamites men were
dismembered and the total number of their limbs was also 12.

Ish-Boseth’s head was cut off: = 2 parts.
e 2 Sam 4:7 After they stabbed and killed him, they cut off his head.
Recab and Baanah, Ish-Boseth’s murderer: 5 parts each = 10 parts
e 2 Sam 4:12 They cut off their hands and feet and
hung the bodies by the pool in Hebron. E4
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S5

Of

The people of Israel who came to fight at Gibeah didn’t want to go to war against the
whole tribe of Benjamin. They sent men among the Benjamites to negotiate the surrender
of the wicked men of Gibeah who had abused the Levite comcubine:

e Judg 20:13 Now surrender those wicked men of Gibeah so that we may put them

to death and purge the evil from Israel."

Unexpectedly the Benjamites refused to listen to their brother and chose to protect
those who were guilty.
All the Benjamite woman and children were killed during the following war. (Jud 20:48)

all the people gathered in Jerusalem for the bringing in of the Ark, the only one (we are

told) who didn’t show a joyful heart during the event was Michal, the King’s wife. She
despised David because he was dancing before the Ark:

Unexpectedly Michal, a Benjamite (daughter of Saul) refused to humble herself.

e 2 Sam 6:16 As the ark of the LORD was entering the City of David, Michal
daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping
and dancing before the LORD, she despised him in her heart.

This Benjamite woman didn’t have any children until the day of her death. (2 Sam 6:23) |ES

S6

After having fought and won against the Benjamites, the people of Israel went to Bethel
(“house of God’) to repent of the gravity of their action.
=> The people fasted:
e Judg 21:2 The people went to Bethel, where they sat before God until evening,
raising their voices and weeping bitterly.
=>» Presented burnt offerings and fellowship offerings:
e Judg 21:4 and presented burnt offerings and fellowship offerings.

After the Ark was brought to Zion (its new dwelling place)

>

>

S7

When the Ark came to Zion David was seen leaping and dancing before the Lord:

David presented burnt offerings and fellowship offering:

e 1 Chron 16:2 After David had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and
fellowship offerings

And the people were fed:

e 1 Chron 16:3 Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to
each Israelite man and woman. E6

One outcome of the Gibeah incident was the near extinction of the Benjamites. Of the 600
men who survived 200 needed to find a wife among the other tribes. It was agreed that
they could pick one from among the girls that were dancing at Shiloh. (see Jud 21:20-22)

e 2 Sam 6:16 and when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD [E7

NOTE: In each case the dancing was very special and the person doing it would
never have to do it again. !
-- The girls of Shiloh were dancing to find a husband (otherwise the author of Jud
21:22 would have used a much stronger word than ‘complaint’ to describe the .
people’s protestation. Notice also that only the girls’ fathers and brothers were !
involved, if the matter had been dramatic the whole town would have joined in.).

-- The King was dancing in the street (a very unusual sight) because the Ark was
coming to Zion. He would never have to do it again.



It was previously said (on page 20) that the count of years was stopped in the 390" year
because that year (when the Ark was brought to Jerusalem) the Israelites were offered a new
beginning. Were they really offered a new beginning?

Consider this: Bringing the Ark to Jerusalem was a
major event in the history of the 12 tribes and it was
done with the approbation of God and every leader of
Israel™.

When the right time came, everybody'’ in Israel
was mobilized to bring the Ark and each one had
the proper attitude for transforming that day into a
grand celebration.

Holiness

e 1 Chron 15:12-13"You are the heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites; sanctify
yourselves, you and your brethren, that you may bring up the ark of the LORD God of
Israel to the place | have prepared for it.

Respect
e 2 Sam6:13 And so it was, when those bearing the ark of the LORD had gone six paces,
that he sacrificed oxen and fatted sheep.

Humility
e 2 Sam 6:14 Then David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was
wearing a linen ephod.

Joy
e 2 Sam 6:15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with
shouting and with the sound of the trumpet.

When the Ark reached its new Tabernacle in Zion (the tent used at the previous location was
not brought with the Ark) David offered a peace offering'® to God in the name of all the
people™.

And then David blessed® all the people in the name of God.

181 Chron 13:1-3 Then David consulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, and with every leader.
And David said to all the assembly of Israel, "If it seems good to you, and if it is of the LORD our God, let us
send out to our brethren everywhere who are left in all the land of Israel, and with them to the priests and Levites
who are in their cities and their common-lands, that they may gather together to us; and let us bring the ark of
our God back to us NKJV

171 Chron 15:3 David assembled all Israel in Jerusalem to bring up the ark of the LORD to the place he had
prepared for it.

'8 peace Offering. This sacrifice celebrated covering of sin, forgiveness by God, and the
restoration of a right and meaningful relationship with God and with life itself. (from Nelson's
Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

192 sam 5:1-2 All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, "We are your own flesh and blood. ...
And the LORD said to you, "You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their ruler.™

20 2 Sam 6:18 he blessed the people in the name of the LORD Almighty. NIV
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David’s blessing is the key element in my belief that the count of ‘year of sin” was then
stopped. In those days the people were not collectively blessed on a regular basis and the last
time they had been was on Mount Gerizim (Josh 8:33-34) when Joshua did it (400 years
earlier). Therefore, David’s blessing was so exceptional that its implication cannot be
neglected.
' There would have been no point in God allowing David
' to pass special favours to the 12 tribes if at the same time
+ He intended to keep cumulating the years of their sin.

When was the Ark brought to Jerusalem?
David first 7 years as King were in Hebron:

e 2 Sam. 5:5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah for seven years and six months, and in
Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years.

So the Ark did not come to Jerusalem before David’s 8" year of reign. In fact, we will see a
little further in this paper (on page 65) that the Ark was probably brought to Jerusalem 3
years after David came to the city.

* 1-17) 18 | 19 | 20 | 21-399 400 o
- David in
4 KDiz‘é'gf Jerusalem
A
Judah o ™~
Entrance o * 16| 7 8 | o | 10 [11-40
in the this 400 years David
i on next page.
ome ) Cown el 5
Hebron
* 1 [ 2 ] 3 |
2?7 /" Depending if the Ark v;s\\‘
« [117] 18 | 19 [ 20 | | brought in the first, second 7}~
 or third year after David .-~
! came to Jerusalem, the !
' Gibeah incident happened !
! inthe 18" 19™ or 20" year :
/ il after the Israelites came to .
',_the promised land. ’,/'
. Ark
_Gll_)eah brought to
BB Israel 390 years of sin Jerusalem

The 390 years of sin associated with the House of
Israel is the time period between the Gibeah
incident and the ‘arrival’ of the Ark in Jerusalem.
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David’s reign

The following chart shows that David began to reign 400 years after the Israelites came
to the Promised Land. For more explanation, read my paper
“The 44 Hebrew monarchs (A Chronology of two kingdoms)”

—_——

1 Chron 29:27

Israel forty
years

400 y. Saul's reign
480 - 40 - 40 40y. Acts 13:21 and
- m he gave them| |He ruled over
| 1.39 140 Saul ... who ru-
' led forty years.
Num '
14:33 :
480 - 40 - 40 v
PRO-
MIS- _ _
40y. ED 400 y. David’s reign
LAND

N~

In the last 4 years of his
reign, David completed
all the preparation for

the future Temple.

/The last 4 years'
rof David overlap |
the first 4 years
. of Solomon reign !
7 (My own :
g X deduction).’

1 Kings 6:38 In
the 11" year ...
the temple was
finished NIV

1 Kings 6:1 In the
480" vyear after the
Israelites had come out
of Egypt ...he began to
build the temple...

|mCUO><rn| w € O O X m

Yoy |y |Y Y.
112[3]4 11
1 Kings 6:37-38 In the 4"
year [of Solomon] the
foundation of the house of the
LORD was laid So he was * ol3lals]e]|7
seven years in building it 7y
Temple’s
480 Y. (40 + 400 + 40) e o
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Ezekiel’s 430-year SIEGE of Jerusalem

Ezekiel was asked to symbolize a siege that would end with the destruction of Jerusalem.

e Ezek 4:1-3 ... and portray on it a city, Jerusalem. Lay siege against it, build a siege
wall against it, and heap up a mound against it; set camps against it also, and place
battering rams against it all around. Moreover take for yourself an iron plate, and set it
as an iron wall between you and the city. Set your face against it, and it shall be
besieged, and you shall lay siege against it. NKJV

e Ezek 5:14 Moreover | will make you a waste and a reproach among the nations that
are all around you, in the sight of all who pass by. NKJV

To do it, he had to lie on his side in front of an image of the city for 430 days, a number
obtained by combining the 390 days assigned to the House of Israel with the 40 days assigned
to the House of Judah:

e Ezek 4:5-7 ... So for 390 days you will bear the sin of the house of Israel. "After you
have finished this, .... | have assigned you 40 days, a day for each year.

A major point has to be understood about the duration of Ezekiel’s siege. No matter that the
430 days are a composite of the 390 days and 40 days, it would be erroneous to deduce that
Ezekiel performed two different sieges (one 390-day siege associated with Israel and one 40-
day siege associated with Judah.). Ezekiel’s siege had nothing to do with the side on which
he was lying on. During the whole 430 days of the act, Ezekiel had been continually facing
the image of Jerusalem; therefore he was portraying a single and uninterrupted siege.

Using the rule that a day stands for a year®* Ezekiel portrayed a siege that lasted 430

years. As we know, it was Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, who achieved the destruction
of Jerusalem. He came to Jerusalem in the 9" year of the reign of Zedekiah (King of Judah),
he laid a siege in front of the city and, in the 11" year of the reign of the King of Judah,
succeeded in piercing the wall. Jerusalem was then burned down and the Temple destroyed.
Nebuchadnezzar’s siege lasted less than 2 years:

e 2 Kings 25:1-4 So in the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, on the tenth day of the tenth
month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his whole
army. He encamped outside the city and built siege works all around it. The city was
kept under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. ..... Then the city wall was
broken through

Why did the symbolic siege that Ezekiel was portraying had a duration of 430 years (day =
year) when it is so obvious that Nebuchadnezzar’s siege only lasted 2 years? There could be
only one possible explanation. Even though those two sieges ended with the destruction of
Jerusalem,

Ezekiel’s siege was not depicting Nebuchadnezzar’s siege at all.

Was Jerusalem under siege for 430 years? Yes it was.

2L ps explained in Ezek. 4:5 | have assigned the same number of days as the years of their sin.
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Who was holding the siege and when?

By lying on his side during 430 days, in front of an image of Jerusalem, Ezekiel was
symbolizing ‘somebody else’s siege’.

Now, if we understand correctly the role of a prophet (Ezekiel in this particular case) we can
say that he is a substitute for the word of God and we could venture to say that he is also a
substitute for God himself:

e Ezek 7:1-2 The word of the LORD came to me:

e Amos 3:8 the Sovereign LORD has spoken- who can but prophesy?

e Jer 20:9 his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. | am weary of
holding it in; indeed, | cannot.

Ezekiel’s symbolic action is a sign that mirrors a real action:

T

The symbolic action The real action
Ezekiel held a siege in front of an God held a siege in front of
image of Jerusalem for 430 days. Jerusalem for 430 years.

Did God keep Jerusalem under siege® for 430 years?

A siege is established when a foreign army comes to a fortified city, builds a camp and, no
matter how long it takes, pressures this city until its people capitulate. This is the military
concept of a siege.

But let’s suppose that Ezekiel was not portraying the human military siege that everybody has
assumed, but instead a divine siege. Do we have the three basic elements: army, camp, city?

What is the mighty army? The ark of covenant, of course:

e Josh 3:4 But keep a distance of about a thousand yards between you and the ark; do not
go near it."

22 I this siege lasted 430 years and ended with Jerusalem’s destruction, it must have started during Solomon’s
reign.
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1 Sam 4:6-7 when they learned that the ark of the LORD had come into the camp, the
Philistines were afraid.

1 Sam 5:3 When the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen
on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD!

1 Sam 5:10 the people of Ekron cried out, "They have brought the ark of the god of
Israel around to us to kill us and our people."

1 Sam 6:19 But God struck down some of the men of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy of
them to death because they had looked into the ark of the LORD

Did it come to a new location? It was brought to the Temple:

1 Kings 8:3-4 When all the elders of Israel had arrived, the priests took up the ark, and
they brought up the ark [in the temple]

Do we have a fortified camp? Yes, the Holy of Holies inside the Temple:

Ezek 24:21 | am about to desecrate my sanctuary-the stronghold in which you take
pride,

1 Kings 6:19-20 He prepared the inner sanctuary within the temple to set the ark of the
covenant of the LORD there.

2 Sam 6:2-3 the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the LORD
Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark.

Ezek 43:6-7 | heard someone speaking to me from inside the temple. He said: "Son of
man, this is the place of my throne and the place for the soles of my feet.

Ezek 9:3 Now the glory of the God of Israel went up from above the cherubim, where it
had been, and moved to the threshold of the temple.

1 Kings 8:11 for the glory of the LORD filled his temple.

1 Kings 8:12-13 "The LORD has said that he would dwell in a dark cloud; I have indeed
built a magnificent temple for you, a place for you to dwell forever."

The ark of the covenant, sitting in the inner sanctuary of the
Temple was, for the people of Jerusalem, a constant reminder
(430 years) of the alliance they had agreed with God.

Ex 34:10 Then the LORD said: "l am making a covenant with you.



e Jer 25:6 Do not follow other gods to serve and worship them; do not provoke me to

anger with what your hands have made

e Jer 44:4-6 Again and again | sent my servants the prophets, who said, 'Do not do this
detestable thing that | hate!" But they did not listen or pay attention; they did not turn
from their wickedness or stop burning incense to other gods. Therefore, my fierce anger
was poured out; it raged against the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem and

made them the desolate ruins they are today.

e Jer 44:10 To this day they have not humbled themselves or shown reverence, nor have
they followed my law and the decrees | set before you and your fathers.

The whole Temple was filled with the power of God:

e 1 Kings 8:10-11 When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the
temple of the LORD. And the priests could not perform their service because of the

cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled his temple.

e Ezek 24:21 | am about to desecrate my sanctuary-the stronghold in which you take

/_\

pride,

Symbolic action

Ezekiel lay in his house
(in Tel Abib, see Ezek 3:15)

Ezekiel lay in front of an
image of Jerusalem

390 days
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| Ezekiel leaves his house and !
1 crosses the city [Tel Abib] .
! (see Ezek 5:2) !
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The Temple

The Temple built by Solomon was the third stage of a design conceived by God. Five of those
stages are known, the first one was used in the book of Genesis and the last one belongs in the
book of Revelation.

#1.
#2.
#3.
#4.
#9.

The Garden of Eden’s layout (Genesis) =

The Tabernacle of Moses (Exodus)
Solomon’s Temple (King)
Ezekiel’s Temple (Ezekiel)

The heavenly Throne of God (Revelation)

It is outside the scope of this paper to discuss

how each structure mirrors a unique pattern but
under a different form. Suffice it to say that
from the first structure to the last, elements had
been evolving from their physical representation
toward a spiritual counterpart in heaven.

It is important for the comprehension of ‘Ezekiel 4-5’ to realize that because each structure
shares the same design, we can borrow information supplied in one stage and apply it to the
next stage (and vice versa).
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The Garden of Eden was
in the Land of Eden. In
the middle of the garden
was a very spe-cial place
where two unique trees
were found. One was
called the Tree of Life
and the other the Tree of

Good and Evil

In the tabernacle of
Moses, in the inner room
called the Holy of
Holies, was the Ark, that
contained the Pot of

Manna and Aaron’s staff.

In the 2" structure the
pot of manna and
Aaron’s staff typify the
tree of life and the tree of
good and evil of the first
structure. We know that
Aaron’s staff is related to
almonds (Num 17:8-9)
so it is probably the case
for one of the two trees
found in the middle of
the garden.
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Gen. 2:9 In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil.

In the Temple the Ark contained only the Law:

e 1 Kings 8:9 9 There was nothing in the ark except the two stone
tablets that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, where the LORD made
a covenant with the Israelites after they came out of Egypt.

But at Sinal there was also some manna and Aaron’s staff:

e Heb. 9:4 This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron"s staff
that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.

A representation of the manna and Aaron’s staff will be kept in the
following schemas for their symbolic value.

Ex 16:34 Aaron put the manna in front of the Testimony,

Ex 16:33 So Moses said to Aaron, "Take a jar and put an omer of manna in
it. Then place it before the LORD to be kept for the generations to
come."

NOTE 1 : That was in Moses’ Tabernacle
NOTE 2 : The Manna is situated on the north side since this is the side
where the bread will be. See item 4.

Num. 17:8 Aaron"s staff, which represented the house of Levi, had not
only sprouted but had budded, blossomed and produced almonds.

NOTE 1
NOTE 2

That was in Moses” Tabernacle.
Aaron’s staff is situated on the south side since this is the
side where the lamp will be. See item 5.

Ex. 26:35 Place the table outside the curtain on the north side
Ex. 40:23 and set out the bread on it before the LORD
Lev. 24:6 Set them In two rows, six in each row,

Ex. 26:35 put the lampstand opposite it on the south side.

Ex. 25:32-33 Six branches are to extend from the sides of the lampstand-
-three on one side and three on the other. Three cups shaped like almond
flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on one branch, three on the
next branch, and the same for all six branches extending from the
lampstand.

2 Chron. 3:14 He made the curtain of blue, purple and crimson yarn and
fine linen, with cherubim worked into it.

Two of the structures were facing “EAST” and it must be the case for the
others.

Garden of Eden: Gen. 2:8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the
east, in Eden;

Ezekiel Temple : Ezek. 8:16 With their backs toward the temple of the
LORD and their faces toward the east, they were bowing down to the sun
in the east
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Now, instead of visualizing Ezekiel in his home, we will depict him in the Temple® of
Solomon..

8 TEMPLE

A
[
[

1

'

1

Ezekiel

“omsS
—w»>m

Figure 4. Temple of Solomon?®*

It is indisputable that Ezekiel was physically in his home when he lay on his side for 430
days, but he then was portraying the siege that was going on in the Temple of Solomon. With
that in mind it is natural to symbolically represent Ezekiel in the Temple?, the intended
location of his action.

To help us analyze this siege we need a small artifice. We are going to borrow some of the
features of Moses’ Tabernacle and transpose them into Solomon’s Temple; they will occupy
the same position. Can we do that? Yes. Remember that Ezekiel’s action is highly
symbolic; it is a sign®®. Surely we are allowed some digression as long as it helps us
understand the message we are being told.

N.B. The Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon are two different structures sha-
ring an identical design conceived by God.?’ Every piece of furniture found in them have a
counterpart in the Heavenly Throne of God and occupy a very specific location in the design.

To transpose them from one structure to the other? is not going to alter their symbolic value.

23 Ezekiel was a priest. Ezek. 1:3 the word of the LORD came to Ezekiel the priest

24 Of all the furniture found in Solomon’s Temple only the Ark is shown here.

% Some years later Ezekiel was shown the future Temple.  Ref: Ezek. 43:5 Then the Spirit lifted me up and
brought me into the inner court, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.

26 Ezek. 4:3 This will be a sign to the house of Israel.

2T Ezek. 43:11 make known to them the design of the temple-its arrangement, its exits and
entrances-its whole design and all its regulations ... so that they may be faithful to its design
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Before we continue with Ezekiel we need to alter our representation of the Temple of
Solomon a little more and get closer to what it really looked like. The following
representation is the subject of an entire paper, “Secrets of the Holy Ark’ by Tony Badillo®’.

According Mr Badillo the plan of the whole floor of the Temple depicted a human body
whose face was located in the Holy of Holies.

From Tony Badillo’s paper we learn that:

- The two cherubims standing behind the Ark, represented the eyes of
the face

- The Ark with its poles on each side was the nose and its two nostrils

- There were two protuberances® indented in the veil by the two poles

- There was a stair separating the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place
(This stair portrays the mouth of the Temple face YP)

- The Golden Altar was at the bottom of the stair

Holy of |
Holies
m m DR Cherubims are the eyes
Notice how the human n B
mouth  features  two A
indentations similar to R Ark and poles
the two protuberances H K H t----- featuring the nose
formed by the poles on
the veil )
L L Stair betwegn the
s PR Holy of Holies and
5 the Holy Place
--------- —=yr-=~L-= - becomes the mouth
Smoke from the in-
Holy s “----- cense burning on _the
Place - - Golden Altar, rises
. toward the Ark-nose

Figure 5 Temple Face

%8 The two structures are also directly linked to the 12 tribes of Israel. The Tabernacle of Moses was created at
the start of the Exodus; it was eventually replaced by Solomon’s Temple which lasted until all the 12 tribes had
finally been sent into captivity.
29 Use a search engine like Google.com to do a search with the following keywords:

Ark of the Covenant Secrets badillo
309 Kings 8:8 These poles were so long that their ends could be seen from the Holy Place in front of the inner
sanctuary, but not from outside the Holy Place;
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WALL OF IRON

There is an aspect of Ezekiel’s re-enactment (Ezek. 4) that has been quite puzzling and came
as a complete surprise when 1 finally understood it. We first read that Ezekiel was told to
draw ‘carve’ on a clay tile the city of Jerusalem (and its wall) and have all the military
equipment needed for a siege leaned up against it:

e Ezek 4:1-3 "Now, son of man, take a clay tablet, put it in front of you and draw the city of
Jerusalem on it. Then lay siege to it: Erect siege works against it, build a ramp up to it,
set up camps against it and put battering rams around it.

And then we read this very unexpected statement:
e Ezek 4:3 Then take an iron pan, place it as an iron wall between you and the city and
turn your face toward it.

If the tile with the carving of
Jerusalem, the city’s wall and the
military apparatus, form a whole,

why was there a
need to further
add another wall
(the iron pan)
between Ezekiel
and that ‘model
siege’ on the tile?

Ezekiel sketched

Ezekiel the city of Jeru-

salem, the wall a
Iron pan and the military S

arsenal on a J

fresh newly ma-

Tile de clay brick.
;) 7

/

No matter how you look at it, If the iron wall (iron pan) was meant to be part of the military siege, it
is wrongly located. But suppose the real purpose of the iron wall (‘giyr’) was to bring to mind a
separation between two rooms ( the Hebrew word “qiyr’ refers to the internal or external wall of a

house and has nothing to do with the wall of a city (chowmat))
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Let’s remember that although Ezekiel was physically lying in his home it was meant to repre-
sent him symbolically lying in the Jerusalem Temple. Doesn’t this fact directly point to the
real purpose of the ‘iron pan’?

It is not an overstatement to say that the Temple’s Holy of Holies was the most inaccessible
location of Israel. The high priest was the only one to enter it and for a single day each year.
However, the only thing that separated the most holy from the holy room was a veil. Parochet

e Ex 26:33 Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the
curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place

e 2 Chron 3:14 He made the curtain of blue, purple and crimson yarn and fine linen, with
cherubim worked into it.

That veil was as efficient as an IRON WALL.

Isn’t it ironic that Ezekiel was told to use an ‘IRON PAN’ to represent the Temple’s veil? Iron
was among the hardest material to be found at the time of Ezekiel while the curtain offered
hardly any resistance.

And there is more. Notice that Ezekiel was asked to turn®* his face toward the iron pan in
front of him. By doing this he was portraying the Temple’s face, in front of the veil, as
depicted™ by the furniture in the Holy of Holies.

Notice also that during his siege Ezekiel was tied up in front of the iron pan (representing
the veil). Isn’t it quite appropriate that the veil separating the Holy of Holies from the Holy

Place was crisscrossed with gold chains?

¢ 1 Kings 6:21 Solomon covered the inside of the temple with pure gold, and he extended
gold chains across the front of the inner sanctuary, which was overlaid with gold.

y

31 Ezek 4:3 Then take an iron pan, place it as an iron wall between you and the city and turn your face toward it.
%2 gee page 34 about the Temple’s floor plan and Tony Badillo.
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Ezekiel went through a cleansing ritual

Even though there is no direct reference to support it, we do have here a strong indication
that Ezekiel’s action was really intended to show what was going on in the Temple.

No commentator seems to have noticed it but Ezekiel, just before lying on his side
for 430 days, went through the cleansing ritual that he described in Ezek. 44:26-27.
This ritual was prescribed to the priests before they entered the Temple.

Ezek. 44:26-27 After he is cleansed,
they shall count seven days

for him. And on the day that he goes to the sglctuary

to minister in the sanctuary, God’s house

he must offer his sin offering

in the inner court," says the Lord GOD

Now see how Ezekiel fulfilled each point:

Ezek. 2:1-3 Then the Spirit entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my
feet; and | heard Him who spoke to me. And He said to me: "Son of man, | am
1 sending you to the children of Israel,

Ezek. 3:3 "Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it."
So | ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth.

Ezek. 3:15 Then | came to the captives at Tel Abib, who dwelt by the River Chebar;
and | sat where they sat, and remained there astonished among them seven days.

Ezek. 3:24 Then the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet. He spoke to me
and said: "Go, shut yourself inside your house.
3 Note: Just before that, Ezekiel had been in the presence of the Glory
Ezek 3:23 And the glory of the LORD was standing there... and 1 fell face
down

4 Ezek. 4:10 Weigh out twenty shekels of food to eat each day and eat it at set times.

Ezek. 4:3 Then take an iron pan, place it as an iron wall between you and the city.

5 Theiron pan represents the veil and given that the pan was between Ezekiel and the city,
Ezekiel’s action put him symbolically in the Holy of Hollies.
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We have here Ezekiel in his symbolic location with all the Temple’s features in place

TEMPLE
composite North

4omsS

Lev 245 Ta-
ke fine flour
and bake twel-
ve loaves of
bread,

Holy Place

Ex 37:16
pitchers for the
pouring out of
drink offerings

J

food

12 loaves

. _— =
T
ik QA
: Ex 26:35 Place
Shewbread - the table outside
table the curtain on the
§ north side of the
tabernacle and put
% _ ' the lampstand
Ezekiel becomes lampstand opposite it on the
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of pure gold

South

Notice that Ezekiel stands in front of the curtain, at the top of the stair, exactly where the
“Temple’s mouth’ (see Temple Face on page 34) happens to be. This detail is of some
importance given the number of times Ezekiel had previously been warned about speaking
when it would be time:

Ezek 2:4 1 am sending you to them, and you shall say to them ... NKJV

Ezek 2:7 You shall speak My words to them, NKJV

Ezek 3:1 "Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house
of Israel.”

Ezek 3:4 "Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them.

Ezek 3:11 and speak to them and tell them, "Thus says the Lord GOD,’

Ezek 3:26 I will make your tongue cling to the roof of your mouth ...

It is very meaningful to have Ezekiel (the “Prophet” of YHWH) the future Watchman of
Israel (Ezek 33:7) becoming the mouth of the Temple’s face.
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LEFT SIDE /RIGHT SIDE
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The house of Israel represented the 12 tribes and, since the 390 years of sin is
attributed to the house of Israel (not the kingdom of Israel), the 390 years of sin
involved the 12 tribes. The house of Israel was somewhat under the leadership of
Joseph’s son Ephraim, who was blessed profusely by Jacob:

e Jer 31:9 For I am a Father to Israel, And Ephraim is

My firstborn. NKJv
And Ephraim is associated with a calf (a bull, an ox):

e Jer 31:18 "I have surely heard Ephraim's moaning: )
"You disciplined me like an unruly calf, Ephraim
The house of Judah represented the tribes of Benjamin and Judah, since the 40 years
of sin is attributed to the house of Judah, the 40 years of sin involve only those two

tribes. The tribe of Judah assumed leadership of the house.

| S
Judah is associated with a lion: ﬂ‘m 0
e Gen49:9 You are a lion's cub, O Judah; ‘fg_:f;

Judah

At the beginning of Ezekiel a creature with four faces was seen. This creature
gives us the key to understand why the left*® side was attributed to the house of
Israel and the right side to the house of Judah:

= Ezek 1:10 Their faces looked like this: ... and on the right side each had
the face of a lion, and on the left the face of an ox;

Grazing Crowned
animal mouth animal head

L i
E G
F

T H

T "
Ephraim Judah
House of Israel House of Judah

Notice that the left side is associated with a grazing animal (bull, cow, calf) whose
distinctive feature is the activity of its mouth. However, for obvious reasons, the
distinctive feature of the lion, associated with the right side, is its head (crowned
with a mane, a symbol of majesty).

%% The ancient usage of such terminology was based upon the proposition that one faced the East (the rising sun);
and thus the left stood for the North, the right stood for the South; and the East was always considered "the
front." Since Northern Israel (Samaria) lay north of Jerusalem, the "right" and "left" designation applied to the
Ten Northern tribes and to Judah, respectively. See Coffman's Commentaries on the Bible
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Ezekiel is lying on his left side for 390 days

For the first 390 days of his siege’s re-enactment Ezekiel was lying on his left side:

e Ezek 4:5 For | have laid on you the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days,
three hundred and ninety days; so you shall bear the iniquity of the house of Israel. NKJV

~
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TEMPLE - North | ' Ezekiel on his left side !

3 [ . . I
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South Holy Place

Figure 6. Ezekiel on his left side for 390 days (mouth toward north)

Notice: Ezekiel’s mouth* on the north side with ‘the food’ of the temple

The first 390 days of Ezekiel’s siege are characterized by his access to food> & water.

o Ezek 4:9-10 Take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and spelt; put them in a
storage jar and use them to make bread for yourself. You are to eat it during the 390 days

you lie on your side.

e Ezek 4:11 1 Also measure out a sixth of a hin of water and drink it at set times. NIV

The two items®® on the north side (borrowed from the Tabernacle) are related to food and
charactherize the 12 tribes as abundantly blessed by God..

* The ‘mouth’ is the distinctive feature of the grazing ox representing Ephraim.
% There is no mention of food in the second part of Ezekiel’s siege (40 days). This will be discussed later.
% Manna food of the 12 tribes at Exodus. And the 12 loaves representing the 12 tribes.
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Ezekiel is lying on his right side for 40 days

For the second part of his siege, the last 40 days, Ezekiel was lying on his right side:

e Ezek 4:6 "After you have finished this, lie down again, this time on your right side, and
bear the sin of the house of Judah.

TEMPLE North

SO tely Holy Place
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table
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"_powerfull royal lion ! e <7 SYnAStY In Jerusalem .
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Figure 7. Ezekiel on his right side for 40 days (head toward south)

Ezekiel’s head®’ on the south side with the Temple’s objects symbolizing ‘authority’.

Notice: Ezekiel was not fed during the 40 days and as we should expect there is no trace of food on
the south side.

¥ The *head’, is the distinctive feature of the crowned lion representing Judah.
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The two items on the south side (borrowed from the
Tabernacle) characterize Judah® as a guide.

Sceptre
The STAFF emblem
. and sign
e Ezek 19:11 Its branches were strong, fit for a ruler's  of power
scepter.

e (Gen 49:10 The scepter will not depart from Judah Lamp =
Monarch

The LAMP 2 Sam 1:17

e 1 Kings 11:36-37 | will give one tribe to his son so that David my servant may always
have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city where I chose to put my Name.

e 2 Kings 8:19 Nevertheless, for the sake of his servant David, the LORD was not willing
to destroy Judah. He had promised to maintain a lamp for David and his descendants
forever.

Judah had to keep the scepter and by association, the law.

The start of the 40 years of sin is directly connected with the abandoning of the law:

e 2 Kings 21:8-9 if only they will be careful to do everything | commanded them and will
keep the whole Law that my servant Moses gave them." But the people did not listen.
Manasseh led them astray,

The end of the 40 years of sin came with the rediscovery of the book of the law:
e 2 Kings 22:3,11 In the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah ... When the king heard
the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes.

During the 390-year period of sin the Ark was under the care of the 12 tribes whose leader-
ship was assumed (symbolically) by Ephraim. The symbol of Ephraim is an OX.

At the end of the 390 years of sin the Ark was removed from the house of Abinadab® and
David attempted to bring it to Jerusalem by putting it on a cart that was drawn by oxen. It was
a failure and the Ark was left at the house of Obed-Edom.

Three months later the Ark was successfully brought to Zion. This time the Ark was carried
on the Levites’ shoulders while they were following King David, a man crowned like a lion*

(Judah’s symbol). _
The Ark coming to Jerusalem

marks the end of Israel 390-year of sin

3
months
later

drawn by oxen

-

Ark on Levites shoulders foIIdei_rTg
David, the Lion-king of Judah

%8 According Jacob’s blessings (Gen 49:10) Judah is forever a ruler.
% See 2 Sam 6:3

“2 The Ark went from the Ox to the Lion, another way to show that it was leaving Ephraim to come to dwell in
Judah.
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We have already seen many small details to back up our deduction that Ezekiel’s performance
was meant to be set in the Temple (although it was physically held in his home). Here is a

final piece of evidence to strengthen this conclusion.

Prior to going to his house for 430 days, Ezekiel was engulfed in a celestial vision of the
Lord’s throne (or celestial Temple). At one point in this vision,
Lord’s dwelling place, Ezekiel heard from (B) behind him the noise of flapping (D) wings
belonging to (C) four living creatures:

o Ezek 1:5 Also from within it came the likeness of four living creatures. NKJV

while he was (A) in the

e Ezek 3:12-13 Then the Spirit lifted me up, and | heard behind me a great thunderous
voice: "Blessed is the glory of the LORD from His place!"" 1 also heard the noise of the
wings of the living creatures that touched one another, NKJV

Now, with the description of Ezekiel’s vision in mind, let’s see how each element of that
vision can also be found in the Temple’s composite that became Ezekiel’s symbolic
surroundings while he was lying in his own house.

C: There are four
living creatures
in the composite
Temple

2 Cherubim stand '\'\'

behind the Ark
(1 King 6 :23)

2 cherubim stand .

over the Ark i

(Ex25:18-21) '

D: The four cherubim's
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their “Wings’

-,
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8 i 77-e B : Ezekiel
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therefore the
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Can there be any doubts left when so many pieces point in the same direction?
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Food and no food

A major difference between the two periods enacted by Ezekiel, while laying on his sides, has
to do with food. For the first 390 days he was told to eat some food, which was not the case
for the following 40 days. It is strange, isn’t it? Why was Ezekiel not offered any food
during the 40 days he was lying on his right side? No doubt Ezekiel had access to a supply of
food; he had filled the jar himself at the beginning of the first period:

o Ezek. 4:9 "Take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and spelt; put them in a
storage jar and use them to make bread for yourself.

His access to all the water he wanted is even more obvious. Ezekiel was asked to measure it
just before he drank it, but nowhere was he told that he had to stock it:

e FEzek 4:11 Also measure out a sixth of a hin of water and drink it at set times.

It is clear that God instructed Ezekiel to eat in the 390 days** of the first period and not in the
following 40 days*, even though, as | believe, there was food and water available. There is
only one word that can give light to the whole situation: FASTING.

[ 40 days of fasting for the sin of Judah]

This is a very interesting thought and it becomes quite convincing when we realize that the
food on the first 390 days had a dual purpose. It was used to feed Ezekiel - he wouldn’t have
survived without food - but its main purpose was to be used as a SIN OFFERING.

[ A sin offering offered 390 times for the sin of Israel ]

According Lev 5:11-13 a sin offering couldn’t have any oil and it was given to a priest.
Ezekiel, a priest, didn’t put any oil in his food. Notice also that Ezekiel had to eat at ‘set time’,
as if he was following a ritual.

o [Ezek 4:9 "Take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and spelt; put them in a
storage jar and use them to make bread for yourself.

e Ezek 4:10-11 And your food which you eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day;
from time to time you shall eat it.

Ezekiel’s food (sin offering) was corrupted when it was cooked over dung (Ezek 4:12-13).
Unsurprisingly the 390 years period associated with it was also characterized by corruption:

e Hos 9:9 They have sunk deep into corruption, as in the days of Gibeah.
There is much more to say about the 390 days of food and the 40 days without any. We will
see later that these two periods were also among Ezekiel major symbolical acts.

Ref:  Ezekiel ate defiled food for 390 days on page 67
Ezekiel fasts during 40 days on page 132

! Have you notice that while on his left side, the side associated with the grazing animal, Ezekiel cooked his
food (Eze 4:15) over a fire fueled with cow manure?

“2 Another interesting fact: the left side is associated with grazing animals who feed and drink most of the time.
Ezekiel on his left side had access to food and water every day. It was not the case when he turned on his right
side and had to fast for 40 days. And what was the animal associated with the right side? A lion, an hunting
animal that could go days without food and water.
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Why was there a need to tie Ezekiel during the 430 days of his
siege?

e Ezek 4:8 I will tie you up with ropes so that you cannot turn from one side to the other
until you have finished the days of your siege.

It is obvious in Eze 4:8 that Ezekiel was physically tied*® for the whole 430 days (390 + 40)
of his siege. But to be tied for 430 days is an awfully long time and we should seek an hidden
meaning behind this very harsh treatment. Why did it have to be done that way? Was God
afraid that Ezekiel wouldn’t hold his position on each side and therefore needed to be tied?
Absolutely not, Ezekiel was a priest whose entire life had been devoted to God.

e Ezek 4:14 Then I said, "Not so, Sovereign LORD! | have never defiled myself. From
my youth until now I have never eaten anything found dead or torn by wild animals.
No unclean meat has ever entered my mouth."

He didn’t weep or lament when he lost his wife because he was told not to do so:

o [Ezek 24:18 So | spoke to the people in the morning, and in the evening my wife died.
The next morning | did as | had been commanded.

If the ropes were not used to force Ezekiel to obey then we have to conclude that they were
used for a symbolical purpose. It is said in Ezek 4:8 that the prophet could not turn on the
other side before the right time. Thus Ezekiel was first portraying somebody tied for 390 days
and then someone tied for 40 days. A two parts symbolical act that brought freedom at the
end. Without surprise the Bible has nothing to say about anybody that could have been tied
for 430 years (390 + 40). But then, did we correctly understand what was meant by the rope
symbol?

What if the ropes that were put on Ezekiel were not meant to symbolize somebody tied? What
if those ropes were no more than an artifact used to symbolize somebody held prisoner?
Wasn’t the binding of Ezekiel the proper way to symbolically represent somebody confined in
a specific location? (Keep in mind that Ezekiel was confined in his house for the whole
duration of this ordeal)

e Ezek 3:25 And you, son of man, they will tie with ropes; you will be bound so that
you cannot go out among the people.

If we are right about this we should be able to find an important individual who had been in
prison for 430 days** and did recover his freedom at the end of a siege. Don’t we have the
perfect candidate in the person of Jeremiah the prophet?

e Jer 38:6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern NIV

e Jer 38:28 Now Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison until the day that
Jerusalem was taken.

* The reader is already aware that Ezekiel was tied in front of an iron wall which symbolised the veil of the
Holy of Holies. That veil was also criss-crossed by chains. See discussion on Iron Wall on page 36.
* in this context we discard a 430-year period as it wouldn’t make any sense
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Ezekiel lying on his
left and right sides
while being tied up

430 days
390 days 40 days
food no food

Ezek 4:8 I will tie you
up with ropes so that
you cannot turn from
one side to the other
until you have finished
the days of your siege.
NIV

] —

Jeremiah’s imprisonement

430 days ?

390 days ? 40 days ?

Feed with bread No food / not feed

Ina citern , | In thé prison’s yard
Jer 38:6 Jer 38:13,28

Jer 38:13So they drew up Jeremiah
with cords, and took him up out of the

Jer 38:6 They dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in
lowered Jere- the court of the prison. KJV

miah by ropes Jer 38:28 So Jeremiah abode in the

into the cistern court of the prison until the day that

Jerusalem was taken: and he was there
when Jerusalem was taken. KJV

Jeremiah’s story doesn’t specify that he was held prisoner exactly 430 days but a careful reading of
the book of Jeremiah and an understanding of the sequence of events surrounding Nebuchadnezzar’s
siege against Jerusalem, do strengthen this belief. Furthermore Jeremiah was held captive in two
different locations. First in a cistern in which he was feed (Jer 37:21) every day, then in the court of
the prison at a time where there was no more food in the city (Jer 38:9)

The timeline of Jeremiah’s actions

#1. Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem in Zedekiah’s 9™ year, 10™ month, 10" day. (This is
about 560 days before Jerusalem was captured in the 11" year, 4™ month, 9" day of
Zedekiah): See Jer 52:4 and 2 Kings 25:1

#2. While Jerusalem and a few other cities were still resisting, Jeremiah told King Zedekiah that
he and the city would be captured but the King would die peacefully: (Jer 34:2-7). Zedekiah
made a covenant to free all the slaves (Jer 34:8-9). Then Nebuchadnezzar ended the siege of
Jerusalem (Jer 37:5). The King didn’t maintain the covenant and everybody took back their
slaves: (Jer 34:11, Jer 34:16). Jeremiah announced that Nebuchadnezzar would be back (Jer

34:21-22, 37:7-8)
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#3.

#4.

#9.

#0.

#7.

#8.

IN PRISON - - - < < - oo o oo o oo el

Jeremiah wanted to leave Jerusalem but was arrested and accused of trying to join the then
leaving Babylonian army ( Jer 37:4, 37:11-12, 37:15-16).

As prophesied earlier (see #2) the Babylonian army came back.

King Zedekiah who was worried about what was going to happen to him, had Jeremiah
brought to the palace for questioning: See Jer 37:17. Jeremiah was fearing for his life in the
dungeon (Jet 37:20-21). While a prisoner Jeremiah bought a field (Jer 32:1-3, 32:6-7)

Turning point Nomorebread -----------------“--“------ -

Zedekiah inquires from Jeremiah (Jer 21:1-2) and was told about the imminent destruction of
Jerusalem (Jer 21:7, 38:2). Pashur and his men had previously lowered Jeremiah in a dungeon
(cistern) to kill him (Jer 38:6). The Cushite Ebed-Melech rescued Jeremiah after telling the
King that Jeremiah would die if he was kept in the dungeon since there was no more bread
in the city:

e Jer 38:9 ... For there is no more bread in the city." NKJV

With the bread gone, the famine started.

e [Ezek 4:16-17 Son of man, surely I will cut off the supply of bread in Jerusalem; they shall
eat bread by weight and with anxiety, and shall drink water by measure and with dread,
that they may lack bread and water, and be dismayed with one another,

e Lam 4:9 Those killed by the sword are better off than those who die of famine; racked
with hunger, they waste away for lack of food from the field.

e Lam 2:20 Should women eat their offspring, the children they have cared for?

People dying everywhere. The food was completely gone, the wall was broken and the city
was captured:

e Jer 52:6 By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine in the city had become so
severe that there was no food for the people to eat

e Jer 38:28 Now Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem
was taken. And he was there when Jerusalem was taken.

e Jer 39:2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth day of the
month, the city was penetrated.
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Given that the length of Ezekiel's siege is divided into two periods of
time (390 and 40 days), we can speculate that Jeremiah’s stay in prison
was also divided in a similar way.

3 During the first 390 days Ezekiel had access to food 0
n
E 8 e Ezek 4:9 "Take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and spelt; | |,
z davs put them in a storage jar and use them to make bread for yourself. i
E 4 You are to eat it during the 390 days you lie on your side S
IIE Turning point (Ezekiel starts fasting) T
L g During the following 40 days Ezekiel was fasting (already discussed in this 2
days work) S
In each case the turning point is related to food.
In the first part (points #3, #4, #5 of the previous chronology of Jeremiah)
3 | there was food in Jerusalem and we are told that Jeremiah received his
9 | daily bread:
0
days e Jer 37:21 King Zedekiah then gave orders for Jeremiah to be placed | In
0 in the courtyard of the guard and given bread from the street of the
- the bakers each day until all the bread in the city was gone.
C
Turning point (No more bread) I
S
J In the second part (points #6, #7, #8) the famine progressed in the city. T
E E
R This period started when Jeremiah was put in a dungeon and the King was R
E told that there was no more bread in the city: N
M
I e Jer 38:9 and he is likely to die from hunger in the place where he then
A is. For there is no more bread in the city." NKJV
4 .
H in
0 | Atthe end of the period (which corresponds to the end of Jeremiah’s the
days | imprisonment) there is no more food in the city:
7
. Y
e Jer 52:6 By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine in the city | A
had become so severe that there was no food for the people to eat. R
d
We know that this period had to be short (40 days?); point #7 describes the
terrible conditions that prevailed in the city once the food started to
become scarce.
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As mentioned a few pages back we won’t find in Jeremiah’s writing any confirmation that his
imprisonment lasted exactly 430 days and it was divided into an initial period of 390 days
followed by a period of 40 days. We got those numbers by recognizing in Ezekiel’s
binding a symbolic reference to Jeremiah’s imprisonment. Nevertheless, not having a
direct statement from Jeremiah about those numbers doesn’t mean he left us clueless.

We are told that Jeremiah was arrested during the period of Nebuchadnezzar’s interrupted
siege (see #3 earlier). We are also told that the people abandoned the covenant they had made
when they realized that Nebuchadnezzar was not threatening them anymore. This betrayal of
the covenant led to the return of Nebuchadnezzar, which in turn led King Zedekiah, in the 10"
year of his kingship, to consult Jeremiah.

All those events happened in a short time and given that we are told that King Zedekiah met
Jeremiah sometime in the 10" year of his Kingship*®, we know they all happened between the
480" and the 98" day before the capture of Jerusalem?®.

Fixing Jeremiah’s whole imprisonment to 430 days
is in agreement with ‘between 480 and 98 days’.

The famine that prevailed toward the end of Nebuchadnezzar’s siege started when the bread
became unavailable and ended when the food was gone completely. This progression couldn’t
have evolved in just a few days; it had to last several weeks. Indeed, Ezekiel implied that the
famine would be progressive:
e Ezek 5:16 | will bring more and more famine upon you and cut off your supply of
food.

Another important fact about this famine is that one third of the population died from
starvation and sickness:

o Ezek 5:12 A third of your people will die of the plague or perish by famine inside you

Before they started dying from starvation the people had been desperately eating any possible
scrap of food they found. In the end they even ate their own flesh (see #7). We shouldn’t
doubt that it must have taken weeks of privation and starvation before they persuaded
themselves to do such a terrible thing:

e Ezek 4:17 They will be appalled at the sight of each other and will waste away
because of their sin.

e Lam 4:9 Those killed by the sword are better off than those who die of famine; racked
with hunger, they waste away for lack of food from the field.

Fixing Jeremiah’s second part of imprisonment to 40 days
is in agreement with the progression of the famine just described.

% Jer 32:1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah,
which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar.

% Not knowing in what part of the 10" year of Zedekiah those events took place we use the earliest (First day of
the 10" year) and the latest (last day of the 10" year). Zedekiah was captured in the fourth month of his 11" year.
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Prophesying against the siege of Jerusalem

o Ezek 4:7 Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem,
and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it. «iv

By using the words *against it’ the translators of Ezek 4:7 may have misled us into believing
that Ezekiel was going to prophesy about (against) Nebuchadnezzar’s future siege of
Jerusalem. This is doubtful that it was the purpose. What would he have accomplished by
prophesying for 430 days about the coming destruction of Jerusalem? Who would have
benefited from it? Ezekiel was confined in the privacy of his home where he might have been,
as far as we know, alone most of the time.

As an alternative to the words ‘against it’ | suggest using ‘upon it’. At once it introduces the
possibility that Ezekiel was simply asked to

perform an act of prophesying while he was

looking toward the sketch he had drawn on THE PROPHET
a tile (which represented the siege of Jerusa-

lem).

E

We don’t know what Ezekiel was prophesying Z

about, there is no message recorded. But it

doesn’t matter given that E
K

message
cannot be

he was not doing it to inform anybody. heard

What nobody understood until now is the fact
that Ezekiel’s prophesying was done as an O
independent symbolic act. In this particular |

case it was the act of ‘prophesying’ in itself O
that was used to reveal something hidden E °
rather than the information that was

prophesied. L

Similar to the other symbolic acts*’ that Ezekiel had performed during the period of 430 days,
this new one was also done according to familiar pattern: during the first 390 days the prophet
prophesied while lying on his left side (House of Israel), and during the following 40 days he
prophesied while lying on his right side (House of Judah).

As we will see in the following pages, we can point to two different periods (390 years and
40 years) of lIsrael’s history during which prophetic communication was a major
characteristic.

*T Like lying on his sides, eating food, being tied.
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390 years of prophecy for the House of Israel (North side)

In all likelihood the first period portrayed by “Ezekiel’s prophesying” starts with “Moses’
escapes from Egypt” and ends with the ‘capture of the Ark’.

Ezekiel pro- , Ezekiel
phesises on his Ezekiel’s message cannot be heard for 390 days t
left side urn over
Ezekiel becomes dumb : Ezek 3:26 | will make your tongue stick to the
roof of your mouth so that you will be silent and unable to rebuke them,
} Three times Samuel wrongly assumed to be
5’3\;‘/'10 ' ol called by Eli. (1Sam 3:4-8) And God told
~ [ him: 1 Sam 3:11"See, | am about to do
/ tgn e something in Israel that will make the ears of \
/ gue. everyone who hears of it tingle. \
v ¥
Moses e )
escapes non-verbal ‘Start’ and ‘End’ of a 390-year Ark is
from Egypt period of prophetic events captured

. < — -
Moses saves an lsraelite [ Notice the perfect contrast between the\| The Ark is brought to save

the Israelites from the hand
of their ennemies but it was
captured (see 1 Sam 4:11)

from the hand of his
ennemy but he has to

escape to avoid being | ESCAPE - CAPTURE

 Start and the end of this 390-year period :
captured (see Exo 2:12) [ _/,

Escape from Egypt : Was Moses’ escape a prophetic event and does it qualify for the start of any
period? The answer to both questions is yes. In fact, we will see that “Moses’ escape from Egypt” not
only started ‘390 years of prophetic events’ it also marks the beginning of a series of events that
went on for 40 years and whose echo can be heard during the next 40 years of Exodus. An
appropriate way to view these first 40 years of what | call the ‘390 years of prophetic events’ would
be to see them as the 40 years of Moses’ phantom Exodus.

Non verbal Acts 7:25 Moses thought that his own people would realize Non verbal
prophetic act | that God was using him to rescue them, but they did not. NIV prophetic act
v v

A 390-year period of prophetic events

ECHO 1 Sam 4:18 When he mentioned
Moses ( ; the ark of God, Eli fell backward

off his chair by the side of the gate. Ark is

€SCapes|  Moses’ phantom Israelites’ His neck was broken and he died,
from exodus Exodus for he was an old man and heavy. | captured
Egypt ‘ N He had led Israel forty years. NIV
_________ ‘~________\‘ '
Exod Promised Eli
40 y. Xoaus 40 y. land 270 y. judge 40 y.
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Here we have 10 events that took place during Moses’ phantom exodus and
are echoed during the Israelites’ Exodus.

Moses sees his people’s hardship:
r e Ex2:11 and it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown,
1 that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens KJV

K» God see his people’s hardship:
e Ex 3:7 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know
their sorrows; KJV.

Moses rescues one Israelite:

( e Ex2:11 and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. KJV

L Moses rescues every Israelite:

e Ex3:10 and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my
people the children of Israel out of Egypt. KV

Moses kills an Egyptian soldier and buries him in the sand:

e Ex2:12 he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. KJV

o

Moses would bury the whole Egyptian army in the water:

e Ex 14:28 And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen,
and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not
so much as one of them. KJV

Moses is told by an Israelite that he isn’t his Judge:

e Ex 2:14 Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? KJV

SR

Moses becomes ruler and Judge over every Israelite:

e EXx 18:13 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people:
and the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. KJV
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Pharaoh plans to kill Moses but he will never see him again:

e Ex 2:15 Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses.
Pharaoh [a different one] threatens Moses that he will Kill him next time he sees him
but they will never meet again:

e Ex 10:28 And Pharaoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself,
see my face no more; for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die. KIV

Moses flees from Egypt to avoid being captured:

e Ex 2:15 Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But
Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian KJV

Moses helps all of Israel to flee from Egypt and regain their freedom:

e Ex 12:31-33 ... Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye
and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. .. And the
Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the
land in haste; KJV

Note: Pharaoh authorized Israelites to take a three-day journey to worship their
God. Pharaoh never authorized them to leave permanently. We can therefore say
that Moses and all the Israelites escaped from Egypt.

Moses leaves Egypt and crosses a desert.

(It is here assumed that the Medianites’ land borders a desert.)

The Israelites leave Egypt and cross the sea:

e Ex 14:22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the
dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on
their left. KIV

Moses goes to the Sinai and talks to God:

e Ex 3:4 God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses,
Moses. And he said, Here am |. KJV

The Israelites go to the Sinai and hear God talking to Moses:

e Ex 19:9 And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, | come unto thee in a thick
cloud, that the people may hear when | speak with thee, and believe thee for
ever. KJV

e Ex 19:18-19 and the whole mount quaked greatly. And when the voice of the
trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God
answered him by a voice. K}V
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At the end of “Moses’ phantom exodus’ one of his sons (it could be both), born
( in the wilderness, is circumcised:

e Ex4:25 Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her
son, KJV

L At the end of the Israelites” Exodus, all those born in the wilderness are
circumcised:

e Josh 5:3 And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at
the hill of the foreskins. KJV

e Josh 5:5 but all the people that were born in the wilderness by the way as they came
forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumcised. KJV

/ Moses’ phantom Exodus could have lasted 40 years:

e Acts 7:23 And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit
his brethren the children of Israel. KJV

e Ex 7:7 And Moses was [80] years old, and Aaron [83] years old, when they
spake unto Pharaoh. KJV

NOTE: To those who might be reticent to accept any reference from the book of Act, |
suggest that they postulate from here on that Moses was 40 years old when he fled
from Egypt and that the Exodus occurred 40 years later. At the end of this ‘paper’ they
will be in a much better position to evaluate the soundness of this postulate.

\ Israel’s Exodus lasted 40 years:

e Num 14:33 And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years,
KV

Ark captured (End of the 390 years)

We have seen that the start of the 390 (prophetic) years was initiated by the ‘escape of Moses
from Egypt’, an event symbolizing the exodus that was about to occur for the twelve tribes.

At the opposite end of the period, 390 years later, a calamity that must have been felt by every
member of the twelve tribes took place. At the time, some of the tribes were engaged in a
battle against their oppressors, the Philistines. Expecting that it would bring them some divine
help, the Israelites brought the Ark of the Covenant onto the battlefield. They were defeated
and the Philistines took the Ark with them.

Before saying more about the ‘capture of the Ark’, here is a cursory layout that shows how
these 390 years (of prophecy) relate to others events.
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Moses’ escape from Egypt

40

This chart is the chronological
embryo from which my Bible
Timeline will grow. (self-explanatory
when reading from AB,C...J,K.L)

Acts 7:23 "When

Moses was 40 EXODUS Ex 7:7 Moses was
-A years old, he deci- A390 eighty years old
ded to visit his fel- 31Lo _wa _E£40) and Aaron eighty-
3 low Israelites... 1 Sam 4-18 three when they
: i spoke to Pharaoh.
0 Eli fell back- Eli Judge P
y ward off his
‘ Ezekiel chair ...He
prophesises had led Israel <E Philistines Judg 13:1 ....s0
390 days on 40 years. 40 oppression the LORD delive-
his left side red them into the
20 hands of the Phi-
_— listines for 40 .
ARK captured & returned — - ARK cap. 40
E i 20 20 °! 1 Kings 6:1 In the
) | :
E 1Sam 7:2... 20 — samuel iudae g’ 480" year after the
! years in all, that : JI g Israelites had co-
! the ark remained at 60| (J130-B30 { ' (1a80-L310) |0 me out of Egypt
I Kiriath Jearim -C7-K33) 130! - E40-F20 ... he began to
I i1 \_-G40-H40 build the Temple
1 (D40 +1480 L
L -A390) —16----| Saul King
] ) :
David born  |------ -G Acts 13:21 ... and
130 2 Sam 5:4-5 David P 0 — he gave them Saul
| was 30 years old < — who ruled 40 y.
E when he began to =_— - Da}an Jj('r?g
! reign, ... In -C 7 ot Juda
! HEbr‘J’” dhirf'g”e‘j David moves i 1 Chron 29:27 He
: over Judan 7 years to Jerusalem 20 o ruled over Israel
: forty years
| =K 33 (H40-C7)
v
1% Temple construction

From 4" to 11" _ 7
year of Solomon. 1" Temple
See Ki 6:1,38 ready

Besides having conveniently happened 390 years*® after “Moses’ escape from Egypt”, did the
‘capture of the Ark’ mark the end of this ongoing ‘prophetic’ period? We need to keep in
mind that there was a break after Ezekiel’s first 390 days of prophesying. When he turned
over, his action was fully accomplished in regard to the House of lIsrael. The finality
expressed in Ezekiel’s action (turning over) had to be found also at the end of the 390 year
period that we are looking at.

But to our question we can answer a strong ‘yes’. The Capture of the Ark was nothing less
than God’s proclamation that He was leaving his dwelling place in Shiloh:

1 Sam 4:22 She said, "The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”

“8 This is part of the hidden information found in Ezekiel 4.
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The Ark never came back to Shiloh after its capture. The departure was permanent. The
capture of the Ark was a prophetic event that had been hinted to Samuel some time earlier:

1 Sam 3:11 And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, | am about to do something in Israel
that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle.

Samuel was informed of the future capture of the Ark while lying in the Temple. We can
hardly fail to see the connection with Ezekiel ‘symbolically’ lying in the Temple while
indirectly portraying Samuel in the same situation:

1 Sam 3:9,15 So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 'Speak,
LORD, for your servant is listening."" So Samuel went and lay down in his place...
Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the LORD.

Ezek 4:4 "Then lie on your left side and put the sin of the house of Israel upon
yourself.

Parallels between Moses and Samuel

The start of the 390 years began with a prophetic sign performed by Moses (his escape
from Egypt) and ended with a prophetic sign revealed to Samuel some time before it
occured (Ark’s capture).

Both prophets (Moses and Samuel) were highly regarded in the eyes of God:

e Jer 15:1 Then the LORD said to me, "Even if Moses and Samuel stood before Me,
My mind would not be favorable toward this people.

Moses was the first judge of Israel. (He is the one who anointed the first High Priest
[Aaron].)
Samuel was the last Judge. (He is the one who anointed the first king [Saul].)

Both of them owe their life to the unusually strong will of their mother (not their
father):

e Ex 2:3 Then she placed the child [Moses] in it and put it among the reeds along
the bank of the Nile.

e 1Sam1:11 "O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant's misery
and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son[Samuel],

Surprisingly neither of them was raised by his strong mother.
Moses was raised by Pharaoh’s daughter after having been weaned by his mother.

Samuel was raised by Eli in the Temple at Shiloh after having been weaned by his
mother.

Each one stood on Holy ground.

Moses went up the Sinai and Samuel used to lie down in the Temple.
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40 years of prophecy for the House of Judah (South side)

Ezekiel

prophesies on [
his right side .-

Jeremiah
starts

prophesying

40 days

40 years
Jeremiah’s message heard but not believed

Jer 5:12-13 No harm will come to us; we will
never see sword or famine. The prophets are
but wind and the word is not in them;

Ezekiel

leaves

his house

Fall of
Jerusalem

Exactly 40 years before the destruction of Jerusalem, the prophet Jeremiah was mandated to
prophesy against Jerusalem:

1- 6- 19- 23- 31-
*
4 5 17 18 21 22 28 29 30 39 40
Jesrfarpt?h When Ezekiel prophesied for 40 days Fall
orophe- (facing south) he was then portraying of
sying Jeremiah prophesying for 40 vyears. Jerusalem
|
Jer 25:1-3 The word came to Jeremiah concerning all :
the people of Judah in the 4™ year of Jehoiakim.. I
For 23 years--from the 13" year of Josiah son of :
Amon king of Judah until this very day |
|
- - - : |
1 2 5 6 718 19 2022 2 Kings - 2 Kings 23:36 : 2 Chron_
. . 22:1 | Jehoiakim ... | 3_6-11
King Josiah ... | |and he | | Zedekiah
Josiah and he reigned in ... and he
i e i reigned in| | jarusalem : reigned in
* - 13 i 18 30 31 Jerusalem eleven years. || Jerusalem
- 31 vears. I \11 vears.
Josiah King |
cleanses|  |Jeho- :
the iakim :
Temple |
2 Kings 23:23 P x 18] 4 |5-10] 11 |
But in the 18" King | Exile |
year of King Zedekiah| ©f |
Josiah, this Josiah’s Judah v
Passover was Passover * 1 |[2-10, 11
celebrated Fall of
Jerusalem
1- 14- 18- 26-
* 10| 13 15 17 o3| 24 25 34 35
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With barearm ... (390 + 40 days)

Besides prophesying while lying on his side Ezekiel was instructed to do it with his arm
uncovered:

e Ezek 4.7 Turn your face toward the siege of Jerusalem and with bare arm prophesy
against her.

The request seems so unimportant that the casual reader doesn’t give it a second thought and
if he does he probably fails to understand the purpose of it.

sign of power or fighting. In biblical times, it was customary for a
soldier about to engage in a fight to uncover his right arm. This was
done to prevent his garment being in the way while manipulating the
sword. Aware of this information, we should refrain from assuming
that Ezekiel’s bare arm was a sign of the imminent siege*® coming
against Jerusalem. If it had been intended that way, it would have
been lessened by Ezekiel’s appearance, as he was lying and tied
during the whole time. And besides that, the siege had already been
portrayed on a tile; there was no need to call our attention to it again.

Some commentators rightly associated ‘the bare arm’ of Ezekiel as a @K

The only other reference where the two words, ‘Chaasap’ and ‘et- z%rowa’ (translated ‘bare’
and ‘arm’) appear together is in Isa 52:10:

e Isa52:10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

It is obvious here that the subject of Isa 52:10 is God’s powerful accomplishment for his
people.

Now, since Ezekiel was specifically chosen by God to act in the present performance and
since he was doing it in his capacity of a prophet, we may conclude that Ezekiel’s ‘bare arm’
was a substitute for God’s ‘bare arm’. Ezekiel, by having his arm bare, was performing yet
another symbolic act, which was also dependent on the time that he lay on his sides. However,
in the present case there is no need to differentiate between what was going on during the first
390 days and what was going on during the last 40 days. In the end Ezekiel had been laying
bare arm for 430 days, even™ if he had to turn over at one time.

Ezekiel’s portraying of God’s powerful arm for 430 days was intended to remind us of the
430-year period that started at the Exodus.

49 ) o
Nebuchadnezzar’ siege

%0 When Ezekiel turned to the other side at the end of the first 390 days, it did create a break for many symbolic

acts that were currently going on but it was not the case with the ‘bare arm” one. Laying South-north facing East
rather than Ia%/ing North-south facing East had no impact on Ezekiel’s bare arm. The symbolic act kept going on
until the 430" day.
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Sym- Ezekiel lie bare arm :

bolic Ezekiel goes 430 davs Ezekiel leaves
action in his house y his house

Death
of Samuel

EXODUS \ > 430 years

Israel under God’s protection

Real God’s powerful arm “ ps 77:10-11 But 1 will
Ex 14:14 the LORD will fight for you remember the years
Action Ex 32:11 Your people whom You have of the right hand of
brought out of the land of Egypt with the Most High." |
great power and with a mighty hand? will - remember  the
works of the
Deut 26:8 So the LORD brought us out LORD;Surely 1 will
of Egypt with a mighty hand and with remember Your
an outstretched arm, with great terror wonders of old.

and with signs and wonders. NKJV

Before the Exodus, God’s manifestations of power had been extremely rare and were never
witnessed by more than a few individuals if at all. At the Exodus, God’s mighty power was
manifested in such a spectacular way that nobody could have pretended not to have heard
about it. In the space of a single day every family>! in Egypt lost a son, a father or a brother
while tens of thousands™? of Israelites, untouched by the tragedy, left the country:

e Ex 12:12 "On that same night | will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn

e Ex13:3 "Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery,
because the LORD brought you out of it with a mighty hand

e Ex 7:4 Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment I will bring out my
divisions, my people the Israelites.

By his mighty power God opened the sea and allowed the 12 tribes to cross it on dry land:
e Ex 14:13-14 Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the

deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see
again. The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still."

e [sa 43:16-17 he who made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters, who drew
out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together,

In the 40 years following the Exodus the 12 tribes witnessed almost every day the manifest-
tation®® of God’s power:

e Ex13:22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from
before the people.

*! There was a dead in every house (Ex 12:30). The first born of all the livestock was put to death. (Ex 12:29)

%2 See “The Good Torah Sense of the Alpha-Eleph: How the Torah Counts the Tribes and Why*
by Rabbi Michael S. Bar-Ron

>% See also Deut 2:7, Num 11:31, Num 9:15-16
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e Deut 8:16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known,

e Ex 17:6 Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.”

e Deut 8:4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty
years.

After the Israelites had entered the Promised Land their prosperous and their adverse fortunes
in that land were all miraculous.

e Josh 23:10 One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you,
just as he promised.

e Judg 2:14-15 In his anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders who
plundered them. He sold them to their enemies all around, whom they were no longer
able to resist. Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against
them to defeat them,

e Judg 2:18 Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and
saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived;

The 430 years under God’s special protection ended at Samuel’s death, the last and one of the
greatest of the judges. During Samuel’s lifetime the Ark was captured®®, the Philistines were
permanently subdued®?, and two kings were anointed®®.

The people rejected God. There was a good reason to end the 430 years of God’s
protection (mighty arm) at the time of Samuel’s death. The Israelites in their blindness,
voluntarily rejected that special protection by asking for a king:

e 1 Sam 8:6 But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel;

e 1 Sam 8:7 And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it
is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.

There was no equivocation, they didn’t need God’s arm to fight for them anymaore, their new
king would protect them:

e 1 Sam 8:19-20 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. "We want
a king over us. Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and
to go out before us and fight our battles."

At the end of Samuel’s life (the last Judge of Israel), all ties with the past were done away
with. God’s manifestation of power became again extremely rare.

* 1 sam 3:11 And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, | am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears
of everyone who hears of it tingle.

%% 1 Sam 7:12-13 "Thus far has the LORD helped us." So the Philistines were subdued and did not invade
Israelite territory again.

% Saul (see 1 Sam 15:17) & David (see 1 Sam 16:13)
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The previous figure combines all the information obtained from Ezekiel 4. so far. As we can
see, the chronology of the period from “Moses’ escape” to “Jerusalem’s destruction” can be
divided into three blocks of information. Now, we will try to link those three blocks together.

Between block 1 and block 3

By postulating that the Ark was brought into the Temple three years after the end of its
construction, one observes (see Figure 8. Blocks 1 and 3 reunited on page 63’) that many
events can now be linked together by either meaningful values or by original patterns.

Most of us took for granted that the Ark was brought into the Temple right at the end of the 7
years of its construction, which cannot be the case.

According 1 King 6:38 the Temple was ready in the month of Bull (the 8" month), 7 years
after the start of its construction:

e 1 Kings 6:38 In the eleventh year in the month of Bul, the eighth month, the
temple was finished in all its details according to its specifications. He had spent
seven years building it.

But the Ark was brought in the month of Ethanim (the 7" month):

e 1 Kings 8:2-4All the men of Israel came together to King Solomon at the time of
the festival in the month of Ethanim, the seventh month. When all the elders of
Israel had arrived, the priests took up the ark, 4 and they brought up the ark of the
LORD

The Ark could not have been brought to the Temple one month before this one was
ready. Therefore the only way to reconcile the information we are given is to recognize
that the Ark was brought the following year at the earliest. In fact, the following figure
shows that a delay of three years generates a vast collection of patterns and represent the
best possible solution.

A three-year wait is quite acceptable given that the Temple, once its structure was completed
(after 7 years), needed to be properly dressed before becoming operational. Thousands of
people had worked on the structure, but only a few and exceptionally skilled workers were
involved with the temple furnishing:

e 1 Kings 7:13-14 King Solomon sent to Tyre and brought Huram ... Huram was highly skilled and
experienced in all kinds of bronze work. He came to King Solomon and did all the work assigned to
him.

e 1 Kings 7:48-50 Solomon also made all the furnishings that were in the Lord’s temple:
the golden altar; the golden table on which was the bread of the Presence; the
lampstands of pure gold (five on the right and five on the left, in front of the inner
sanctuary); the gold floral work and lamps and tongs; the pure gold basins, wick
trimmers, sprinkling bowls, dishes and censers; and the gold sockets for the doors of
the innermost room, the Most Holy Place, and also for the doors of the main hall of the
temple.
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On a chronological point of view, an extremely important piece of information is obtained
from the previous figure. There were 490 years between Samuel’s death and Jerusalem’s end.

EXODUS The 430 years obtained from the 430
I days of Ezekiel’s bare arm.
430 g | 1 Kings 6:1 In the 480" year after the
Samuel’s death 0 I Israelites had come out of Egypt, ... he
—l 490 began to build the temple of the LORD
1% Temple o - -
Period \ | 3) This is deduced by earlier speculation
of Construction | when it was shown that the Ark was
490 ignored 10 ' brought into the Temple 3 years after the
Sabbatical Ark in the Temple structure was completed.
years 430 @ The 430 years portrayed by the total 430
l days that Ezekiel had been lying on both
Jerusalem’s destruction sides. (Siege of the Ark)

70y. Following the destruction of Jerusalem
of (and the Temple) we are told that the
Iandts land was going to enjoy all the sabbatical
res

rest it hadn’t received in the past ...

e 2 Chron 36:21 The land enjoyed its

: Sabbath rests; all the time of its
Land’s desolation is now over desolation it rested, until the seventy

years were completed in fulfillment

of the word of the LORD

. and the number of sabbatical years that have been ignored was 70. At a rate of one
sabbatical year, every 7 years, the people had been disobeying the sabbatical law for 490
years. With the help of the previous figure, it is easy to see that going back 490 years from the
‘Destruction of Jerusalem’ we reach the time of Samuel’s death. Should we be surprised? The
people stopped observing the sabbatical year as soon as Samuel, their last judge, died.

Figure 9. Samuel's death

Going back to the earlier discussion of Ezekiel’s “bare arm’ on page 59, we concluded that it
portrayed the mighty hand of God that operated from ‘EXODUS’ to ‘Samuel’s death’, a
period of 430 years. We can now also say that the mighty hand of God operated from
‘Exodus’ to the time the Israelites started ignoring the sabbatical years.

By choosing to ignore® God’s important warning the Israelites brought to an end the
unmatchable superiority they had over other people around:

e Deut 5:15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your God
brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the
LORD your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day.

* The sabbatical law didn’t limit itself to the weekly cycle; there was also a counterpart that has to do
with the 7 years cycle.
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Ezekiel ate defiled food for 390 days

Among the numerous symbolic acts described in Ezekiel 4.
there is the profanation of his food:

Ezek 4:12-15 ... and bake it using fuel of human waste
in their sight." Then the LORD said, "So shall the
children of Israel eat their defiled bread among the
Gentiles, where | will drive them." Then he said unto
me, Lo, | have given thee cow's dung for man's dung,

Notice the correlation between the ‘Bull’ (north side’s
ani-mal) associated with the House of Israel’s 390 days,
and the *““cow’s dung’ used by Ezekiel.

Ezekiel used cow’s dung as fuel

Ezekiel was asked to cook his food in a way that would defile it. He was previously told to eat
the food for 390 days (Ezek 4:9). Obviously we have here another symbolical act that was meant
to portray a specific 390 years period.

Human dung VS cow dung
God first asked Ezekiel to cook his food using human dung but consecutive to Ezekiel’s

objection that he had never defiled himself in the past, God proposed an abatement: Ezekiel
was going to used cow dung to fuel the cooking fire.

Keeping in mind that Ezekiel had to eat defiled food in order to portray the Israelites eating

defiled food, e Ezek 4:13 The LORD said, "In this way the people of Israel will eat
defiled food among the nations where | will drive them.” NIV

the following point can therefore be deduced: It didn’t matter which of the *human dung’
or ‘cow dung’ was to be used. In the end Ezekiel food had to be defiled to properly create the
symbolical act.

But because Ezekiel vehemently protested that he had never been defiled in the past.
e Ezek 4:14 Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! behold, my soul hath not been polluted: for
from my youth up even till now have I not eaten of that which dieth of itself, or... Kiv

we can also deduce the following point: Using cow dung didn’t defiled Ezekiel, if it had, it
would have defeat the purpose of the abatement.

Hunan waste as fuel | Cow dung as fuel

Using cow dung as fuel defiled _ _
the food but not Ezekiel Food Defiled Defiled
Ezekiel Defiled Not defiled

But what is it with human waste that would have defiled Ezekiel? Could it be that human
waste, contrary to cow dung, which can be found over the ground, had to be dug out from the
ground? It seems that Ezekiel understood that if he had to dug out the human excrement he
would have defiled himself and it was intolerable.

With the abatement Ezekiel was not defiled even though he was eating defiled food.
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How to interprete this symbolical act?
We have to keep in mind three important elements when analyzing it:

1. It lasted 390 years: Ezekiel was allowed to feed himself only during the first 390
days of his siege. Therefore, according to the rule that ‘a day equals a year™®,
whatever was portrayed by the defiled food had to last exactly 390 years.

2. It applied to the 12 tribes: Any symbolical act associated with the first 390 days that
Ezekiel lay on his side involve the 12 tribes and ‘indirectly’ connects to the north
side of the Temple. This point has already been shown twice in this paper.

3. It was going to involve other nations:
e Ezek 4:13 "In this way the people of Israel will eat defiled food among
the nations where | will drive them." NIV

In short, we are looking for a period of 390 years during which the people of Israel (12 tribes)
supposedly ate defiled food among other nations. If we accept this most simplistic®®
interpretation, we will find only three possible “starts’ for the period.

FirstExie ? When Jacob brought his whole family in Egypt. The sojourn lasted exactly
225 years. (See page 174). This period is way to short to be the right one.

Second-Exte 7 When the 10 northern tribes were deported to Assyria at the end of King
Hoshea’s reign. Unfortunately they never came back to the land and are still
in exile to this day. (there will be much more to say about that exile later in
this book, ref p.176). This period cannot be used either.

Fhird-Exile 7 When Judah went into Exile in Babylon. This exile lasted only 70 years and
is therefore too short to be the period we are looking for.

The 390-year period could not have started with any of the previous three exiles, on the other
hand Ezek 4:13 does say that the Israelites shall eat their defiled food among the nations. It
can hardly be more unambiguous: the Israelites had to be in exile to fulfill this description.

Now wouldn’t it bring a whole new perspective to our interpretation if, instead of assuming
that our ‘period of defiled food” was initiated by the beginning of an EXILE we would
postulate that it was rather concluded by the ‘return from an exile’? A quick review shows
that the return from the first or second exile cannot be good candidates. Going backward 390
years from the coming out of Egypt (end of first exile) would bring us to a time when the 12
patriarchs were not even born. Neither can we use the end of the second exile given that this
exile is not over yet (author absolute belief).

That leaves us with the possibility that the 390 years period ended at the time the exiles of
Judah came back from Babylon (the third exile in the previous list).

Israelites ate defiled food for 390 years Judah returns from
Event X ; : - )
First 320 years | Judah 70 years of Exile | Babylonian Exile

We will see why this is the correct understanding.

%8 Ezek 4:5 For | have laid on you the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days NKJV
Note: People have been ill-advised to replace ‘days’ by ‘years’ every time they found it convenient in their
research on chronology but to do it with Ezekiel 4 is quite appropriate.

% Remember that Ezekiel’s symbolic acts are never what they appear to be.
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Defiled food = False word

The Israelites were told that along with their bread they also needed to feed themselves with
the ‘word of God’:

e Deut 8:3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which
neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but
on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. NIV

Jeremiah and Ezekiel were fed by the words of God before being sent to the people:

e Jer 15:16 When your words came, | ate them; they were my joy and my heart's
delight, NIV

e Ezek 3:3 Then he said to me, "Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your
stomach with it." So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth. NIV

The role of the prophets was to feed the people with food for the mind®. Therefore, by
analogy, when the prophets were lying and gave words that did not come from God, they
were feeding the people with defiled food. Ezekiel’s unclean food symbolized the false

words given to the people by most of the prophets after the foundation of Samaria.

Cooking bread

The prophet Ezekiel Ezekiel stops
Symbolic__ FObOchc\)ISi icri1efiilted X eats defiled food . eatiag anr:j tur_gs
act y 9 * 390 days = on the other side

over manure.

In Hebrew
Dung = gelalim

) - 390 years - _ " Return of the
Portrayed Foundation Exposure to 42,360 exiles of
events of Samaria falses prophets Judah from
& ldolatry Babylon
In Hebrew Gelalim & gullilum seems to
idols = gullilum share the same Hebrew origin

We will see later that the Foundation of Samaria coincide with the start of the most corrupted
(defiled) period of Israel’s history, a period also characterized by the introduction of the
worship of Baal (a foreign nation’s deity) by the Israelites.

% Notice in the following verse from Amos that the ‘absence of word’ (from God) can be equated to a famine.
[Amos 8:11 "Behold, the days are coming," says the Lord GOD, "That | will send a famine on the land, Not a
famine of bread, Nor a thirst for water, But of hearing the words of the LORD. NKJV]
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Was Samaria founded 390 years before the return of the 42,360 exiles from Babylon? Yes,
and to justify this affirmation, I will show that King Omri, the one who founded Samaria, was
the one reigning 390 years before the return of the exiles of Judah from Babylon.

v The return from the Babylonian exile happened 60 years after the temple destruction:

! 2 | 349 | 10 11 12 | 1324 | 25 | Ezek 40:1 In the
‘ 25th year of our
2 Kings 24:13-17 Fall of exile, ... in the
He [Nebu..] car- Jerusalem 14th year after the
L . fall of the city
EXILE ried into exile all -
f Jerusalem 1| 213 |14 —
0 | .
Judah : 1 Return
Zede- — 10 years >|e 60 years ———— : of :
kiah ! 142,360 !
King * |1 2-8 o] 10 1] 1223 24| 25-69 70
* 1 |2 39 Jwo] u |

2 Kings 24:13-17He made | Notice: Zedekiah
Mattaniah, .. and changed ' became king
his name to Zedekiah. NIV | before the Exile

Jer. 29:10 After 70 years
are completed at Babylon,
... and cause you to return
to this place.

v" Omri became king of Israel (and built Samaria) 100 years after the Ark was brought in

the Temple.
1 Kings 11:42 Solomon (1 Kings 14:20
reigned in Jerusalem He reigned

over all Israel 40 years. for 22 years
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Using the information found up to now, we can deduce that there are 390 years between
‘the founding of Samaria’ and ‘the return of the exiles’. i.e. (A430 + B60) — C100 on the
following figure.

Ark in Temple Ark in Temple
-C
Ark doing 3 See | previous 100
a siege of 9 p 61 page
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Figure 11. Defiled food

Initiating the period of 390 years with the foundation of Samaria is quite judicious. Samaria
hadn’t only become the capital®® of the northern kingdom it also became the seat of all the
corruption that prevailed in Israel:

e Jer 23:13 "Among the prophets of Samaria | saw this repulsive thing: They prophesied by
Baal and led my people Israel astray.

With the start of Samaria a new dynasty of kings (Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah, Jehoram [Joram]
began to reign over the people. They introduced changes that would have a profound effect on
the people:

e 1 Kings 16:25 But Omri did evil in the eyes of the LORD and sinned more than all those before
him.

e 1 Kings 16:30-32 Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the LORD than any of those
before him. He not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but
he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and
worship him.

e 1 Kings 22:53 He [Ahaziah] served and worshiped Baal and provoked the LORD, the God of
Israel, to anger, just as his father had done.

e 2 Kings 3:2 He [Joram son of Ahab] did evil in the eyes of the LORD,

%! from then on Samaria would be the residence of all the kings of the northen kingdom until the Exile
71



Legacy of Omri’s dynasty

New deity, New prophets, Corrupted shrines, A Temple of Baal in Samaria:

1 Kings 18:18 "l have not made trouble for Israel," Elijah replied. "But you [Ahab] and your
father's family [Omri] have. You have abandoned the LORD's commands and have followed
the Baals.

The corruption in Israel became so critical that it was almost impossible to hear the words of
God anywhere in the whole territory. There came a time when there was only one prophet of
God left:

1 Kings 18:22 Then Elijah said to the people, "I alone am left a prophet of the LORD;
but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. NKJV

1 Kings 22:22-23 The LORD said to him, 'In what way?' So he said, 'l will go out and
be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets." And the LORD said, "You shall
persuade him, and also prevail. Go out and do so.' 23 "Therefore look! The LORD has
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these prophets of yours, and the LORD has
declared disaster against you." NKJV

Hos 4:7 "The more they increased, The more they sinned against Me; NKJV
Hos 5:3 For now, O Ephraim, you commit harlotry; Israel is defiled. NKJV

Meanwhile Judah didn’t do any better. Its land was also filled with corruption:

Jer 23:16 Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Do not listen to the words of the prophets
who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; They speak a vision of their own
heart, Not from the mouth of the LORD. NKJV

Jer 23:26 "How long will this be in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies?
Indeed they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart, NKJV

Jer 27:9-10 Therefore do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your dreamers,
your soothsayers, or your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying, "You shall not serve the
king of Babylon." 'For they prophesy a lie to you, to remove you far from your land;
and | will drive you out, and you will perish. NKJV

Ezek 22:26 Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; they have
not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known the
difference between the unclean and the clean; and they have hidden their eyes from
My Sabbaths, so that | am profaned among them. Nkiv

Zeph 1:4 "I will stretch out My hand against Judah, And against all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. | will cut off every trace of Baal from this place, The names of the
idolatrous priests with the pagan priests-- NKJV

Zeph 3:1,4 Woe to her who is rebellious and polluted, To the oppressing city! 4 Her
prophets are insolent, treacherous people; Her priests have polluted the sanctuary,
They have done violence to the law. NKJV
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The people of every tribes were fed with lies

After the foundation of Samaria, the idolatry, the deception, the violation of God’s law spread
like a disease across Israel. For hundreds of years, people of every tribe, showing an obvious
lack of judgment, had been listening and believing false teaching, thus succeeding in
alienating their one true God. Each Kingdom (North, South) was independently sent in exile
and the land was emptied of any descendant of Jacob.

The 390 years period ended when the first groups of Samaria’s
Israelites came back to the land. These had been exiled in foundation
Babylon for 70 years. The people were then offered a new " ~.
start, their sins were forgiven and they received a new 3* 170 s
spirit: Exile of Isreal
e Jer 29:13-14 You will seek me and find me when (never came back) :
you seek me with all your heart. I will be found 2> 110y. }
by you," ... , "and will bring you back from 60 Exile of | !
captivity. NIV Jerusalem’s Judah !
1 1
e Ps85:1-2 Lord, You have been favorable to Your destruction 70y K
land; You have brought back the captivity of [60Yy "
Jacob. You have forgiven the iniquity of Your Return of Judah’s exiles
people; You have covered all their sin. NKiv

The Israelites didn’t need to go among other nations for the whole 390 years.

Some readers will also argue that Ezekiel 4:13 imply that the Israelites would have to eat their
food (hearing lies) among other nations for the whole 390-year period and not, as | suggested
for the Southern Kingdom, during only the 70-year portion of their Exile.
e FEzek 4:13 The LORD said, "In this way the people of Israel will eat defiled food among
the nations where | will drive them." NIV

Although the objection is legitimate it cannot be retained for the following raison. When told
about the way he should cook his food, Ezekiel protested vehemently and as a result, received
‘partial’ abatement for his assignment
o Ezek 4:15 "Very well," he said, "I will let you bake your bread over cow manure instead
of human excrement." NIV

It is only logical that the events portrayed by this symbolical act should also reflect a convin-
cing form of abatement. Thus, as we will see, the Israelites didn’t immediately go abroad to eat
the defiled food from other nations. In the 210 years before Israel’s exile (Northern kingdom),
and the 320 years before Judah’s exile (Southern kingdom), it was the people of other nations
who came to Israel and changed (corrupt) their traditions.

After the foundation of Samaria the Israelites were inclined to mix with other nations:

e 1 Kings 20:34 "I will return the cities my father took from your father," Ben-Hadad
offered. "You may set up your own market areas in Damascus, as my father did in
Samaria." NIV

e Hos 7:8-9 "Ephraim has mixed himself among the peoples; Ephraim is a cake
unturned. Aliens have devoured his strength, But he does not know it; NKJV
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King Ahab’s wife Jezebel, who was not an Israelite, brought with her the deity of her own
nation and introduced the worship of Baal on a large scale in the northern kingdom. (It is
quite conceivable that she brought also her own prophets with her when she came to
Samaria.)
e 1 Kings 16:31 but he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians,
and began to serve Baal and worship him. NIV

e 1 Kings 18:19 And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four
hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table."”

e 2 Kings 15:29 In the time of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria
came and ... NIV

Foreign armies invaded Judah’s territory and the people were subdued by others nations for
years before being sent into captivity, thus sharing the same fate as their brothers from the
northern kingdom.
e 2 Kings 16:7 Ahaz sent messengers to say to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, "l am
your servant and vassal.

e 2 Kings 24:1 During Jehoiakim's reign, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded the
land, and Jehoiakim became his vassal for three years. NIV

Coking every day while tied up would have been impossible

Did Ezekiel really cook his food every day over the 390 day period?

Most commentators don’t hesitate to answer ‘yes’ to this question and then argue that the
daily cooking (gathering dung, starting the fire, food preparation) is a confirmation that
Ezekiel wasn't required to be on his side 24 hours a day.

The only problem is that the Bible’s text is not ambiguous, Ezekiel was going to be tied until
the end of his siege and there is no mention of any relaxing.

o Ezek 3:24 Go, shut yourself inside your house. NIV

e Ezek 3:25 And you, son of man, they will tie with ropes; you will be bound so that
you cannot go out among the people. NIV

o Ezek 4:8 1 will tie you up with ropes so that you cannot turn from one side to the other
until you have finished the days of your siege. NIV

The full textual meaning of this is that Ezekiel was tied up and had to lie on his side without
interruption for 430 days (390 + 40).

What about the daily cooking then? Well, there couldn’t have been any daily cooking.

Notice that Ezekiel was told to cook ,) but he was also order to go in his house for the
his food in the sight of the people? ! duration of the whole period (textually implied)

Ezek 4:12 bake it in the g — Ezek 3:24 Go, shut your-

sight of the people NIV incompatibility self inside your house.
The only way to reconcile this apparent contradiction is to have the ‘whole’ cooking done
just before Ezekiel went inside the house and lied on his sides for 430 days.
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Ezekiel couldn’t have cook more than one bread

Given that Ezekiel didn’t cook any food while he was laying down, does it mean that he
cooked a stack of 390 bread the very first day and ate one of these every day thereafter? |
don’t think so. I believe Ezekiel cooked only a single bread right in front of the people at the
very beginning of his ordeal and ate from it every days, at set time, during the following 390
days. Obviously we are forced to conclude that God miraculously increased Ezekiel’s bread
somehow and made it possible for the prophet to eat a 20 shekels part from it every day..

The widow at Zarephath received an inexhaustible supply of oil from God

1 Kings 17:11-14 As she was going to get it, he called, "And bring me, please, a piece
of bread.” "As surely as the LORD your God lives," she replied, "I don't have any
bread-only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. | am gathering a few
sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it-and
die." Elijah said to her, "Don't be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first
make a small cake of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then
make something for yourself and your son. For this is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says: The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry
until the day the LORD gives rain on the land." NIV

Ezekiel as mentioned before, was portraying actions from the Temple’s perspective.
Isn’t it interesting that the food he ate for 390 days was associated with Israel north
side of the Temple. And what was the food on the northern side of the Temple? The
12 loaves of bread on the shewbread table.

According the Jewish sages the Temple’s 12 loaves of bread were miraculously
preserved. They say that when they were replaced during each Sabbath, although 7
days had passed since they were brought in, the loaves were ‘still hot as if freshly
baked' (BT Menachot 29:A) Besides, these 12 loaves, once removed from the table,
were given in very small bite portion to each Levites priest to be eaten (the bread was
not stale). Each one hunger was fully satisfied.

So, because of the correlation between Ezekiel’s food and the food on the North side of the
Temple we have a strong indication that Ezekiel food didn’t become stale in spite of the long
period it was kept. And because an ‘inexhaustible supply of material’ is not something
unheard of, it is quite possible that Ezekiel’s bread was miraculously renewed during the 390
days of his enactment.

But there is still an ultimate proof that Ezekiel cooked only a single bread and only at the very
beginning of his ordeal. Each Ezekiel” symbolical act portrayed a period of time and the pair
of events that bookended that period of time. If you accept that the real events portrayed by
those symbolical acts can supply back some details about the symbolical acts themselves you
will have to agree with me on the following point:

The people of Israel ate defiled food for 390 days. That period started with the Foundation of
Samaria and ended with the Return of the 42,350 exiles from Babylon. The foundation of
Samaria was a single event that had to be matched by an unique event no matter that it
was a symbolic one. Therefore there couldn’t have been more than one single bread cooked.
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The foundation of Samaria and the baking of a bread were acts of creation. In each case

something that didn’t exist was made.

Portrayed
events

Symbolic
act

Foundation of Samaria

Capital of the
Northern tribes

A one time event

Baking of a
single bread

cooking over manure

A one time event

-390 years *~,

Israelites are exposed
to falses prophets
& corrupted priest

Ezekiel eats defiled
food every day

\N

" 390 days

Return of the
42,360 exiles of Judah
from Babylon
No more exposure
to idolatry

Ezekiel stops
eating and turns
on the other side

If Ezekiel had cooked a different bread each day for more than a year then the foundation of
Samaria would have had to be repeated 390 times, which it didn’t. Also, as Samaria was
founded only one time, to portray it by baking (i.e. creating) 390 breads in a single day would
have greatly weaken and ruined the value of the symbolical act.

We are now left with the following questions:

Did Ezekiel spend 430 days without relieving himself?

Was his food protected from spoiling during the 390 days he was allowed to eat?

Could Ezekiel have survived the following 40 days period without eating?

Was Ezekiel’s body protected from bed sores while laying down for so long?

I say “YES’ to all these questions. Ezekiel had been given a mandate from God. Anything
outside the symbolical realm of that mandate should be view as irrelevant (which would
explain why these miracles are not even mentioned in the text).

Is it rational to faithfully accept
the miracles described in Deu 8:4

while being suspicious of the way a major prophet
like Ezekiel fulfilled God’s instructions?

Deut 8:4 Your garments
did not wear out on you,
nor did your foot swell
these forty years. NKJV

Ezek 4:8 And surely | will restrain
you so that you cannot turn from one
side to another till you have ended

the days of your siege.

Hardcore sceptics would like to convince us that the 10 plagues of Egypts were a chaining of
natural phenomena and their consequences. As if a natural phenomena could selectively target
every first born of a population? What would have been the point to tell Ezekiel what to do if

he had had no means to do it?
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The 430 years and 400 years countdown to Exodus

Anybody who has studied the Bible’s chronology for some time will agree. There is only one
way to obtain the date of the Exodus and it is by properly identifying the origin of the 430
years mentioned in Exodus 12:40 and in Galatians 3:17. These two verses are fundamental to
the building of an elaborate and consistent chronology of the Bible.

e Ex 12:40-41 Now the sojourn of the children
of Israel who lived in Egypt was four Event "X
hundred and thirty years. ... all the armies of
the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.
NKJV 30

430-400 |
= |years

e Gal 3:17 What | mean is this: The law,
introduced 430 years later, does not set aside
the covenant previously established by God
and thus do away with the promise NIV

In the following pages we will

1. identify the covenant alluded to in
Galatians 3:17 EVENT X

2. determine the right date for the Exodus,

3. and finally find out what happened 400 years
before the Exodus. EVENT Y

e Gen 15:13 and they will be enslaved and

mistreated four hundred years. NIV Exodus

The Exodus started when the Israelites left Egypt and according to Exo 12:40 it was at the end
of a period of 430 years®?. The verse doesn’t say anything about the beginning of the period.
Fortunately, we are not left without a clue as Galatians 3:17 supplies us with an important
clarification: the 430-year period originated at the time of a covenant. In Galatians 3:16, one
verse before, we learn that the covenant was known to Abraham, the first patriarch of Israel.

e (Gal 3:16 Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. NKJV

Our initial approach will be to build a timeline of the important events in Abraham’s life. One
of those events is more likely to have triggered the 430-year countdown to the Exodus. We
have to keep in mind that we don’t know yet if we are looking for a covenant that was
enunciated, confirmed or activated.

%2 Here many people have been lured into thinking that the Israelites spent the whole 430 years in Egypt. Even
though the verse seems to say so it wasn’t the case and we will see later that there is an alternate way to
understand Ex 12:40.
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Should we start the 430 years ...

(see the previous figure for references)

= When Abraham left Haran at age 75? He was certainly obeying God in doing that.

= When Abraham received the covenant between the parts (Land being given) at age
85? This is the first time a sign is introduced to confirm that the land will be given

(the cutting into part, Gen 15:8-11).

= When Abraham was circumcised at age 99? By marking his own flesh and the flesh
of his people Abraham was ratifying a very special agreement with God.

= When 100-year-old Abraham became the father of Isaac? This was the fulfillment of a

promise received the previous year and the beginning of an important dynasty.

Only one possibility can be right, and one looks more promising already.
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Intuitively, it seems right to start the 430 years leading to the Exodus at the ‘Covenant
between the parts’ when the land was given. One could say that the period started with
God’s promise to give the land (and the covenant that goes with it), and ends 430 years later
with the return of all the people to that land after escaping slavery in Egypt.

--- Unfortunately, that argument wouldn’t be strong enough to convince everyone that those
events are absolutely complementary. But there is more...

Have you noticed that the strange ritual performed by Abraham when he learned of the
covenant between the parts (cutting into parts), was echoed in several points at Exodus? Look
at the following two events and compares A& A’ B&B’ C&C D&D’

Covenant
between
the parts

430
years

later

Exodus

Gen 15:10-11 Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two
(A), down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other (B);
but he did not cut the birds in two. And when the vultures came down
on the carcasses, Abram drove them away(C).

Gen 15:17 And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was
dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning
torch that passed between those pieces (D).

Ex 14:16 But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea
and divide it (A").

Ex 14:19-20 ... and the pillar of cloud ... So it came between the camp
(B") of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a cloud and
darkness to the one, and it gave light [like a burning torch] by night
to the other ...

Ex 14:22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a
wall of water on their right and on their left (D’). NIV

Ex 14:24 the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the
Egyptian army and threw it into confusion (C’). NIV

Covenant between the parts - Exodus

Abraham cut the animals in two A — A’ Moses splits the sea in two

Abraham placed the pieces
opposite to each other

Abraham drove away the vultures C - C’

the camp of Israel faced the
camp of the Egyptians

God threw the Egyptian army

in confusion.
A burning torch passed between D_D pillar of fire following the Israelite
the pieces B while they crossed the split sea.
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A journey that lasted 430 years (in 6 steps)
(Covenant between the parts to Exodus)

(1) For the first time Abraham received a covenant
e Gen 15:18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To
your descendants | have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river

(2) that was accompanied by a sign
e Gen 15:9-10 So He said to him, "Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old
female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon." Then he brought
all these to Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite
the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. NKJV

(3) And in order to inaugurate (and seal) this covenant, God blazing torch went through the
animal parts.

(4) And 430 years went by
e Ex 12:40-41 Now the sojourn of the children of Israel who lived in Egypt was four
hundred and thirty years. ... all the armies of the LORD went out from the land of

Egypt.

NOTE: Ex 12:40 seems to say that the children of Israel lived in Egypt for 430 years
but with the proper punctuation the expression ‘who lived in Egypt’ become a
distinctive mark that should be associated with the ‘children of Israel’ rather than the
‘sojourn’.

=> Now the sojourn of the children of Israel, who lived in Egypt, was 430 years...

Here the word used by the translators to describe what the children of Israel were doing
for 430 years is ‘sojourn’ (or ‘dwelling’). Wouldn’t the text be better served with a
word like ‘journey’?

=> Now the ‘journey’ of the children of Israel, who lived in Egypt, was 430 years...

(5) God remembered the covenant and was ready to give the Israelites their land:

e Ex 6:4-5 | have also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of
Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, in which they were strangers. And | have also
heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom the Egyptians keep in bondage, and
I have remembered My covenant. NKJV

e Ex6:8and I will give it to you as a heritage NKJV

(6) Prior receiving the object of the covenant® that was sealed when God went through the
parts, the Israelites went through the sea, which had been physically split. (We have here a
clear reminder of the true origin of this covenant.)

e Ex 14:16 But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it.
And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. NKJV

8 that is : the land
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The Exodus also echoed another event that occurred during the very same year of the
covenant between the parts.

The second event: The dismissal of Hagar, the Eqyptian’s slave

v
e,
.

An (A) Egyptian slave was (B) mistreated by her (C) Hebrew mistress. She (D) fled

The slave (Hagar)
N

in
Egypt T
Hebrew slave v
cry out
Egyptian master
fled
desert road *
Angel of God
Red Sea

Wilderness of Shur

into the (E) desert where she was met by an (F) angel while she rested near a (G)
spring on the road to (H) Shur .

e Gen 16:6-7 " Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. The angel of
the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is

beside the road to Shur NIV

ran away but was
told to go back.

Gen 16:9 The Angel of the
LORD said to her, "Return to
your mistress, and submit
yourself under her hand."

430 years

The slaves (Israelites) ran away but

wished they could be back.

Ex 14:12 Is this not the word
that we told you in Egypt,
saying, 'Let us alone that we
may serve the Egyptians?'
For it would have been better
for us to serve the Egyptians
than that we should die in the
wilderness."

e Ex3:7 "I have indeed seen the misery of my people [A’ Hebrew slave] in Egypt.
| have heard them B’_crying out because of their slave drivers
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[C’ Egyptian master], and | am concerned about their suffering.
e Ex13:18 So God led the people around by the E’ desert road toward the Red Sea.
e Ex 14:5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people D’ had fled,

e Ex 14:19 Then the F’ angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel's
army, withdrew and went behind them.

e Ex 15:22 So Moses brought Israel from the G’ Red Sea; then they went out into the
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A subordinate journey that lasted 400 years
(From Akedah to Exodus)

With the link between ‘Covenant between the parts’ and ‘Exodus’ now established we are
well positioned to determine with absolute certainty the origin of the 400 years of Gen 15:13.

e Gen 15:13 Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land
that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. NKJV

Knowing that this period ended at the Exodus, it is a simple matter to go backwards 400 years
and see where it brings us. From the previous material (p.79) we deduce that Isaac was 15 at
that time, which in itself is a non event and wouldn’t qualify as a meaningful start for the 400
years. But suppose Isaac was 15 years old when he was sacrificed by Abraham! (The Jews
refer to this event as ‘the binding of Isaac’ and call it by the Hebrew word ‘AKEDAH”)

The Bible doesn’t give any direct chronological link to Isaac’s binding. Isn’t it surprising
when we think about it? Isn’t it quite inconceivable that the biggest act of obedience and faith
ever described in the Bible, the most important symbolic act, an act that would be mirrored at
Yeshua’s death, wouldn’t be accurately dated when more than 300 chronological references
are available to chart all kinds of other events? Isn’t it possible that the 400-year period had
its origin in the year of Isaac’s binding? Is there any other event that could be more
meaningful to mark the beginning of this important period?

430 years
See
75 years p 142 75 Moses
Jacob Joseph Moses escape
Cove- born 200 dies born from E
nant Egypt
40 40 X
bet-
ween| ... ' Gen 22:1-2 God tested Abraham, ... And He said, "Take O
| . now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and
the | . go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt D
offering on one of the mountains of which 1 shall tell you."
parts U
Binding |lsaac, the son of the free | Ex 12:3 each man is S
of the 15 |Wwoman, goes to a mountain | to take a lamb for his
years old [Moriah] to be bound. | family, NIV
Isaac Isaac
15 15 400 years
born - =2} AKEDAH|—————————— i
See Gen 22:8 "God himself| The Israelites, the sons of | @
p79 .. |will provide the lamb for | the slaves, are freed and| :
& |the burnt offering, NIV _I go to a mountain [Sinai].
No
Altar Altar Altar
L
Gen 22:9 In Egypt the Israelites didn’t have a common altar but
But use of sacrificial Abraham on the last night of their stay, Hyssop was used to ex-
animals : Heifer, goat, built an piate each house with blood and transform them into
ram, pigeon, dove altar there individual altar. (see commentary of Keil & Delitzch on Ex 12:11)
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In Gen 15:13 we are told that the 400-year period has to do with the whereabouts of
Abraham’s descendant. It goes without saying that we should have argued that Isaac’s birth,
the first Abraham’s legitimate son, was the rightful event to start the 400-year period.
Unfortunately the preceding chart shows that it is not possible, Isaac was already 15 years old
when the 400-year period started. This is why the “‘binding’ of Isaac is the next best choice if
not in fact a better one? Here is why.

First a few facts to show that Isaac was neither an infant nor an adult at the time of the
binding. One can say that at 15 years old, he was in the right age range.

Old enough to worship
e Gen 22:5 We will worship and then we will come back to you." NIV

Strong enough to hold all the wood

e (Gen 22:6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son
Isaac, NIV

Still young enough to be called “boy”

e Gen 22:5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy
go over there. NIV

NOTE: w?hana ar the Hebrew word translated here as “the boy” could describe Isaac
any period from the age of infancy to adolescence.

We are told that God would establish a covenant with Isaac.

e Gen 17:19 | will establish My covenant with him [Isaac] for an everlasting covenant,
and with his descendants after him. NKJV

e Gen17:21 1 But My covenant | will establish with Isaac, NKJV

We are also told that Abraham and Isaac would be involved (together?) in a covenant and a
promise.

e 1 Chron 16:16 The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His oath to Isaac,
NKJIV

e Ps 105:9 the covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac. NIV

We know that a covenant was confirmed to Abraham at Akedah.

e (en 22:15-17 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time
and said, "l swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and
have not withheld your son, your only son, | will surely bless you.. NIV

Could it be that Isaac was also chosen during Akedah?

Isaac’s relationship with his father Abraham culminated at Akedah. The only bonding activity
between them that was ever documented in the Bible was the three days’ journey to Mt.
Moriah. During this trip Abraham’s sadness must have been almost unbearable. How could it
have been different? He had just been asked to do the most difficult thing ever: to show his
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unfaltering obedience to God by voluntarily killing the unexpected son of his old age, the only
son he shared with Sarai, a son that he loved® very much. At age 15, Isaac was old enough to
understand what was going on and if he had ever witnessed his father making a sacrifice to
God in the past, he must have sensed that this time something was quite different.

e Gen 22:7 "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt
offering?"

Whether he had known for some time or had only learned at the last minute that he would be
the Sacrificial lamb, it didn’t make any difference. Isaac never offered any resistance and he
followed his father, unrestrained, to the top of the mountain where an altar would be built.

. Gen 22:5 Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy go over there.

Thirty years after the Covenant ‘between the parts’ Abraham was 115 years old (see Figure 13
Abraham timeline on page 79) and would never have been able to bind his 15 year old son if
this one had refused to cooperate. Isaac was a consenting victim who could have found many
opportunities to run away, but he didn’t. On the contrary, he even walked the last stretch to
the altar by himself.

e Gen 22:9 He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.

The sacrifice of Isaac was a request so well chosen that it allowed both, Abraham and Isaac,
to independently prove to God their worthiness during the same event.

% Abraham demonstrated his total submission by offering his son in sacrifice.
¢ Isaac demonstrated his total submission by accepting to be the sacrifice.

At Akedah Isaac didn’t object to his father’s plan and he fully accepted that he was going to
die. In fact, he came so close to death that one can say that symbolically he did die that day.
But then, if there was a symbolic death, it had to be followed by a symbolic resurrection and
the opportunity of a new beginning. Indeed, that day, Isaac inherited his father’s covenant.

e Gen 15:13 Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be
strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them
four hundred years. NKJV

The only remaining question before one can fully accept that Akedah is at the origin of the
400-year period is the following. Did Isaac, the new born descendant, begin this new journey
by being a stranger in a land that was not his? The answer is: Absolutely! Have you noticed
that Isaac never returned home with his father?
e Gen 22:19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for
Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba. NIV

In fact 25 years®™ will pass before we hear (Gen 24:62) that Isaac had been living in the Negev
and is about to meet his future wife. It seems that, after Akedah, Isaac’s whole life was spent
in the wilderness.

® Gen 22:2 "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love

% \e just saw that Isaac was 15 at Akedah and according Gen 25:20 he was 40 years old when he married
Rebekah.
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The “Childbirth Metaphor’
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1. Pharaoh had increased the people’s labor. Ex 5:9

2. In Ex 3:10 Moses is told to bring them (i.e. Abraham’s
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Men waited with the loins girded (legs free) Ex 12:11
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The 430 years and 400 years
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Ezekiel shaves his hair

Ezek 5:1-3 "And you, son of man, take a sharp
sword, take it as a barber's razor, and pass it over
your head and your beard; then take balances to
weigh and divide the hair. You shall burn with fire
one-third in the midst of the city, when the days of
the siege are finished; then you shall take one-
third and strike around it with the sword, and one-
third you shall scatter in the wind: | will draw out
a sword after them. Nkyv

.!,

We learn in Ezekiel 5:12 that everything that was done with the hair (i.e. Burn, Strike,
Scatter) would also be done to the population of Jerusalem:

e Ezek 5:12 One-third of you shall die of the pestilence, and be consumed with famine
in your midst; and one-third shall fall by the sword all around you; and | will scatter
another third to all the winds, and | will draw out a sword after them. NKJv

The purpose of having Ezekiel shave
his hair was to use the hair to show
how the people of Jerusalem would
be punished. The whole action could
have been done without interruption
right after Ezekiel’s 430-day siege.

Unexpectedly it was done differently

Ezekiel was told to shave all his hair
and (see Ezek 5:2) wait until the end
of his siege before using the hair to
portray future events. Why can we be
confident that it was done in that order?
Because there wouldn’t have been any
point in telling him to wait until the
end of his siege to dispose the hair if
that siege had already been mimicked.

Ezek 5:2 You shall burn with fire one-
third in the midst of the city, when the
days of the siege are finished; NKJV

AP
A B,C ‘A
would
have
been “é:,
a more
natural %
sequence Ezekiel scatters the
of events @ hair to portray future
events
, é , Ezekiel shaves
the his hair
biblical
SEHREEES A Ezekiel lays
- for 430 days
given
is

Ezekiel scatters the

B, A C @ hair to portray future
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Why was a “‘delay of 430 days’ introduced between the shaving and the scattering of the hair?
What could possibly justify that the shaving was done so early and the “disposing’ much
later? In this paper, we have previously seen that many symbolic acts took place at the
beginning of Ezekiel’s siege. Was there also a symbolic act associated with the ‘shaving’
itself? Yes.

In order to find out where the *shaving action’ is meant to lead us, we first need to understand
how deeply humiliating the shaving of his head and beard must have been felt by Ezekiel:

e Lev 21:5-6 They shall not make any bald place on their heads, nor shall they shave the
edges of their beards nor make any cuttings in their flesh. They shall be holy to their
God NKJV

e 2 Sam 10:4-5 Therefore Hanun took David's servants, shaved off half of their beards,
cut off their garments in the middle, at their buttocks, and sent them away. When they
told David, he sent to meet them, because the men were greatly ashamed. And the
king said, "Wait at Jericho until your beards have grown, and then return." Nkv

To have his beard and hair shaved was a humiliating experience for a priest and even though
he was only performing a symbolic act there is no reason to believe that Ezekiel would have
felt differently at the start of his 430-day siege. The keyword to understand this new symbolic
act is “humiliation’.  We have to find a period of 430 years, initiated by an event that turned
out to be greatly humiliating for the whole House of Israel. This event can be found without
too much difficulty for it had a tremendous effect on the Israelites:

It is the capture of the Ark by the Philistine (1 Sam 4:10-11):

e 1 Sam 4:13 And when the man came into the city and told
it, all the city cried out.

What should have been a day of victory for the people of Israel
turned out to be a day of great stupefaction, confusion and
humiliation. This was prophesied earlier by Samuel:

e 1 Sam 3:11 Then the LORD said to Samuel: "Behold, 1 will
do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who
hears it will tingle®. NnKov

The daughter of Eli, who gave birth that day, named her child in relation to this event:
e 1 Sam4:21 Then she named the child Ichabod, saying, "The glory has departed from
Israel!" because the ark of God had been captured

Notice here the perfect relationship between

7 x>

) Ezekiel losing his glory : Israel losing its glory _
Apriest «~ (his hair) | (the Ark) ™S The nation
mourning ) : o went into
symbol a sword_ln_stead of . The Ph|||st|nes_ army (of mourning
a razor is involved I sword’s man) is involved

% According to Strong’s definition (6750) tingle carries the idea of “vibration’ of the ears in reddening with
shame.
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Searching for the end of the 430 years *shaving act’
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In the preceding figure we
have established that the end
of the °430-year period’
symbolized by Ezekiel’s
shaving, happened 65 years
before Manasseh’s dese-
cration of the Temple. This
65-year connection would
be meaningless if there was
not a possibility that it is the

Unknown
event

65
y.

Manasseh’s
abomination

Isaiah’s
foretelling

65
y.

Ephraim
shattered

very same period
Isaiah in this important prophecy

referred by

Isa 7:8-9 Within sixty-five
years Ephraim will be too
shattered to be a people.
The head of Ephraim is
Samaria, and the head of
Samaria is only Remaliah's
SOoNn. Niv

The following figure shows that Isaiah’s prophecy (refered by me as Isaiah’s foretelling) was told,
very likely, 65 years before the Temple’s desecration by Manasseh. The prophecy was told at the
beguinning of king Ahaz’s kingship in answer to the threat represented by king Pekah.

e Isa 7:3-4 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, ""Go out, you and your son Shear-Jashub, to meet Ahaz at the end
of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the Washerman's Field. 4 Say to him, 'Be careful, keep
calm and don't be afraid. NIV

And it could not have been told after the 20" year of Pekah given that this king reigned only 20 years.

2 Kings 15:27 Isaiah’s foretelling 2 Kings 18:10
Pekah ...became could only have So Samaria
king over Israel been done in the was captured
in Samaria, and 17" or 18" or 19" King in Hezekiah's
reigned twenty or the 20" year of Hoshea 6" year, which
years. NKJV Pekah’s reign was the 9"
* 1-8 9 year of Hoshea
Land ' :
Exile
King A beca;m? E of
Pekah waste for !
4 N\ 9years ! Israel
* 116 27 | 18 | 19 | 20 |«—>: * [1-44] 45 [46-100] 110
A ! ) 1
' ! i
2 Kings 16:1-2 In ! | E !
the 17" year of : 2 Kings 17:1 in the 127 | ! !
Pekah the son of : year of Ahaz king of : | : Exile
Remaliah, Ahaz the ! Judah, Hoshea the son ' : of
son of Jotham, king : ofEI?h became king of ' ! ) Judah
of Judah, began to ! Israel NKIV | ! Manassen’s uda
reign. NKJV ' ! ! abomination
King E |
' )
Ahaz : E . 164 s
* 1 2 | 3 [411] 12 ] !
o ' Temple
Isaiah’s :
Ark 1 fore- v dese-
capt- tel- 1 | 2 | 3-10 | 11 | 12-19| 20 | cration
uredf ling
1 | 2 [ 310 | 11 [12-19] 20 Jo1-64] 65

In the preceding figure, in spite of the fact that it could also have been told in the second or third year
of Ahaz, it is “postulated’ that Isaiah’s prophecy was delivered in the first year of King Ahaz. Note
that Isa 7:16 implies that between the time the prophecy was delivered and the end of King Pekah’s
kingship, a boy would have matured enough to know right and wrong.
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If the ‘capture of the Ark’ is an event that could match the humiliation suffered by Ezekiel
when he had to shave, we haven’t yet justified that ‘Isaiah’s foretelling’ is the appropriate
event to close the 430-year period. This is what we are going to do shortly.

When Isaiah told King Ahaz that within 65 years Israel (i.e. Kingdom of Israel) wouldn’t be a
‘people’ anymore, he was certainly not referring to the time Israel would go in exile. If the
reader looks at the preceding figure he will notice that Israel went into exile only 20 years
after Isaiah’s foretelling. The question that should be asked is: Why then did Isaiah allude to a
time that was 45 years (65 — 20) after the Exile of Israel? The answer is that even though
Israel was sent into Exile 20 years later (in the 9" year of Hosea) it is assumed that many
people (from the northern tribes) had been left in the land and it would take another 45 years
to remove their identity.

In 2 Chron 30:5-6 King Hezekiah of Judah, in preparation for a very special Passover (5 years
after Israel went in captivity) is sending couriers all over Israel’s territories to invite people to
the feast in Jerusalem:

e 2 Chron 30:5-6 They decided to send a proclamation throughout Israel, from
Beersheba to Dan, calling the people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover
to the LORD, the God of Israel. It had not been celebrated in large numbers according
to what was written. At the king's command, couriers went throughout Israel and
Judah NIV

Two important facts have to be kept in mind:

1. Hezekiah wouldn’t have dared to send couriers into the northern territories if King
Hoshea had still been ruling over the land. Therefore, we can only conclude (without
the need of any timeline) that the Exile had already taken place.

2. Hezekiah wouldn’t have sent couriers if nobody had been living in these territories at
that time. Therefore we can deduce that not all the northern Israelites were gone.

The Exile of Israel (northern ten tribes) that took place in the 9" year of Hoshea was not
enough to completely eradicate the name of Ephraim’s kingdom; many people (Israelites)
were still living in the territory after that Exile. Isaiah was in fact predicting that it would take
another 45 years after the Exile to fully erase the Northern Kingdom’s identity once and for
all. How did it happen? It is believed that at the time of Manasseh’s captivity (following the
desecration of the Temple):

e 2 Chron 33:10-11 The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no
attention. So the LORD brought against them the army commanders of the king of
Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound him with bronze
shackles and took him to Babylon. NIV

the King of Assyria took that opportunity to resettle (exchange) people all over the territory:

e Ezra 4:2-3 they came [people living in the land at that time] to Zerubbabel ...and said,
"Let us help you build because, like you, we seek your God and have been sacrificing
to him since the time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here." But
Zerubbabel, Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the families of Israel answered, "You
have no part with us in building a temple to our God. NIV

Now that the connection between lIsaiah’s foretelling and Manasseh’s captivity is better
understood, we can investigate why this “foretelling’ is the appropriate event to close the 430-
year period (symbolized by the shaving of Ezekiel) initiated with the capture of the Ark.
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The scattering of Ezekiel’s hairs is matched by Isaiah’s foretelling

Ezekiel Lost
Humi- cuts his hair of glory ATk captured Humi-
liation liation
430 430
days years
Ezekiel scatters Isaiah’s
wrath the hair Proclaiming foretells wrath
to portray hardship for future events
future events the future

The “disposing” done to Ezekiel’s hair has a
double symbolical meaning.

A) It represents what will happen later,
during Ezekiel lifetime, to the people
of the southern kingdom. Here the
Bible is quite explicit (ref Eze 5:12):

A third will die of famine and
plague

A third will die of the sword

A third will be scattered

NOTE: It won’t happend immediately.

B) It also parallel the event that will
mark the end of the 430-year
period portrayed by the present
symbolical act

I.e. Isaiah’s foretelling

Isaiah is predicting that the northern
kingdom

e (Isa 7:9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria)

will loose their identity.

e Isa 7:8 Ephraim will be too shattered to be
a people

but it won’t happend immediately.

e Isa 7:8 within sixty-five years

Isaiah gives us more details here:

e Isa 7:19-20 In that day the Lord will use a
razor hired from beyond the River--the
king of Assyria--to shave your head and
the hair of your legs, and to take off your
beards also.

This is a clear parallel to the symbolic

language used in Ezekiel. (Shave, razor, hair, beard).

If Jeremiah can equate ‘Scattering’ (casting the hair) with

‘rejecting Judah’

e Jer 7:29 Cut off your hair and throw it away ... for the LORD
has rejected and abandoned this generation.

then, when Isaiah tell us that God will reject Israel
— Israel won’t be a people
— The King of Assyria will be a razor

we can picture him (Isaiah) scattering some hair too.
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Contrary to the other symbolic acts of Ezekiel that we have seen in this paper, the shaving act
(i.e. cutting & disposing of) was not continuously carried on over the whole period of time
that Ezekiel lay on his side. Even though it is true that the two actions (cutting & disposing of)
were separated by the 430 days of his siege®’, each action was fully completed on the day it
was initiated. For instance, once he had cut off his hair (first part of the shaving act) it started
growing again.

This is an important point to keep in mind while we are looking at the 430-year period
following the capture of the Ark. The humiliation of Ezekiel (losing his hair) was never
intended to become a permanent attribute®® of the period he lay on his side. Therefore, there
is no need to look for traces of “humiliation’ during the whole 430-year period that followed
the capture of the Ark.

The second part of the shaving act (i.e. disposing of the hair to portray future events) and its
counterpart, ‘lsaiah’s foretelling’, mirror each other adequately. When God asked Ezekiel to
dispose of his hair He was sealing the fate of the people of Judah (southern kingdom). When
Isaiah said that Israel would lose its identity within the next 65 years, God was also sealing
the fate of the northern 10 tribes (Ephraim). Notice that in both cases there would be many
years before the things announced came to pass.

Shaving act
PR N - Real
y Symbolic
// \ | . \
K R humi Ark being
i Ezekiel ; - captured
/ \ humi- liation :
y cutting liation (loosing the Ark)
! his hair
ll . \
I Ezekiel ]
} lying |
: on his side : 430 years
I
t 430 days !
\
I
1 Ezekiel uses | Foretelling
' |the hair to por- the fate of Foretelling | Isaiah prophesies
\\\ tray the future | the people the fate of (1srael will lose
' )/ the people ts identity)
\ //

®7 Thus establishing the duration of this [430 days of shaving’] symbolic act.
% | it had been meant that way Ezekiel would have had to shave every few days during the next 430 days.
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Covenant
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Return of the | | 1
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: 40 0
|
! End of Nehemiah wall’s repair
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tes 2™ Temple

[
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stry starts
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Ezekiel weighs and divides the hair

It is only when the shaving of his hair is understood as a symbolic act that we can grasp why
Ezekiel had to do the ‘cutting of his hair’ at the beginning of the 430-day siege but wait until

the end of that siege to use the hair and portray future events.

i
i

Ezek 5:1 "And you, son of man, take a sharp sword,

J take it as a barber's razor, and pass it over your head
and your beard; then take balances to weigh and

divide the hair. Nkiv

l Ezek 5:2 You shall burn with fire one-third in the

midst of the city, when the days of the siege are

finished; then you shall take one-third and strike

around it with the sword, and one-third you shall
scatter in the wind: | will draw out a sword after them.

Unfortunately, this knowledge doesn’t explain why Ezekiel had to “weigh and divide’ the hair
immediately after the “cutting’ when it would have been much more practical to perform these
two actions just before the ‘dismissal’ of that hair at the end of his siege.

A, B, C
would

/“\
AL
N

have
been

|Iw1

a more
natural
sequence

©

of events

___________________

Ezekiel cut his hair

(7 X

en Ezekiel lie
430 days
oR his sjde

.| theAhe weighs
) and divides
all the hair

and he scatters
the hair in thirds

Unexpectedly
it was done
differently

Ezekiel cut his hair

then he weighs
and divides
all the hair

then Ezekiel lies
430 days
on his side

and he scatters
the hair in thirds

AN
0
\\,l

/"\
A
o

©

the
biblical
sequence
given
IS

BAC

Other questions should also be asked. For instance did God ask Ezekiel to make three bundles
of hair of the same weigh with a scale?

IMPORTANT: At the time of Ezekiel ‘scales’ were not very sophisti-
cated. An object could be weighted against a reference mass placed on
the other side of the scale.

One could also establish that an object was lighter or heavier than

another by placing each one on a different pan of the scale..
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It is very unlikely not to say impossible that Ezekiel could have created three bundles of hair
of identical weight with the type of scale available at that time. It should be obvious that the
‘scale’ in Ezek 5:1 was needed for a different purpose. NOTE: Ezek 5:2 introduces the three
bundles of hair only after mentioning the 430-day siege, therefore it is speculative to say that
they were weighted on the scale before that siege begun.

Another thing that seems questionable is the shaving of the beard. What did it brought that
wasn’t already portrayed by Ezekiel’s humiliation when he shaved his head? More hair for
the scale? | doubt there was such a need. While “hair’ from the head are physiologically the
same as ‘hair’ from the beard both are from opposite (upper vs lower) but adjacent areas of
the head. Isn’t it interesting that many symbolical acts described in this book are related to
either the Northern Kingdom or the Southern Kingdom of Israel, two opposite but adjacent
territories?

I suggest that the scale was meant to accentuate Hair Hair
the separation between Ezekiel’s hair from his from from
beard and the hair from his head. The weighting head ‘I veard
was symbolic and any quantitative value ~

obtained was irrelevant. —

But how do we reconcile the fact that, according Ezek 5:2, the hair was separated in thirds?
By simply recognizing that after his 430-day siege, Ezekiel, without the scale, must have
separated the hair a second time. This scenario is quite interesting as it introduces a new
symbolic act “Weigh & Divide’ subtly imbedded in the ‘Shaving’ symbolic act seen on p. 95.

Ezekiel cuts his hair

Using a scale Ezekiel \\\
S weighs and divides \
W the hair in two parts | ‘\\
H N
\
| \\ \\
A ?] \\\ A
& Ezekiel lies A
Vi on his sides C C
d 430 DAYS T
I I , T
V ,/ 1
i ! /
/, ,I
N d 4 /
1
_ The hair is gathered /)
G and separated /
in thirds v
Hair are scattered to portray
the fate of the people
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In the symbolism used by Ezekiel “hair’ represents ‘people’:
e Ezek 5:12 One-third of you shall ... ; and one-third shall ... ; and I will scatter another
third .... NKJV

And ‘weighing’ could stand for ‘evaluating’:
e Prov 16:2 All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, But the LORD weighs the
Spirits. NKJV

We have enough here to discern the two events that perfectly match the start and the end of
the new ‘Weigh & Divide’ symbolical act.

START

The division of Solomon’s kingdom

o W b~

~ > —o S

T o —-< -0 R

Solomon had been judged (evaluated, weighed) and found guilty; he was then told
that his kingdom wouldn’t survive him:

* 1 Kings 11:10-11 Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, "Because you
have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which |
have commanded you, | will surely tear the kingdom away from you and
give it to your servant. NKJV

* 1 Kings 11:13 However | will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give
one tribe to your son for the sake of my servant David, NKJV

* 1 Kings 11:30-31 Then Ahijah took hold of the new garment that was on
him, and tore it into twelve pieces. And he said to Jeroboam, "Take for
yourself ten pieces, for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 'Behold, |
will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to
you NKJV

The_70 years of Babylon imperialism was the time allowed for the domination by
Babylon over the surrounding nations:

e Jer. 25:9-11 | will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon," declares the LORD, "and I will bring
them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding
nations. .... and these nations will serve the king of Babylon 70 years

Darius (the Mede) took over the Babylonian kingdom and divided the territory
between three governors.

e Dan 5:30-6:3 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain.
And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years
old. It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty
satraps, to be over the whole kingdom; and over these, three governors, of
whom Daniel was one, that the satraps might give account to them, so that
the king would suffer no loss. NKJV

END

Fall of Babylon (i.e. End of the 70-year of Babylonian imperialism)
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Ezek 5:1-2

"And you, son
of man, take a
sharp sword,
take it as a
barber's razor,
and pass it over
your head and
your beard; then
take balances to

weigh and
divide the hair.
NKJIV

Ezek 5:2 When the
days of your siege
come to an end,
burn a third of the
hair with fire in-
side the city. Take
a third and strike
it with the sword
all around the city.
And scatter a

third to the wind.

Solomon lost the whole kingdom because of his idolatry

‘Weigh & divide’ Symbolic act

Symbolic action

Hair are
weighted
& divided
in 2 parts

Hair
from Hair

head from
beard

Real action

wW 4 D
e 3 i
i 0 a
g d i
h a d

y e

& S

Solomon’s Kingdom
is splitted in 2

House of Israel

Reuben, Gad,
Issachar, Dan,
Zebulun, Asher, House
Benjamin, of Judah
Naphtali, Judah
Ephraim, Simeon

Manasseh
r

430
years

Hair is gathered
and separated
in thirds

(no need of a scale)

Fall of Babylon

Darius divides his territory
between three governors

1 Kings 11:31
'See, | am
going to tear
the  kingdom
out of Solo-
mon's hand
and give you
ten tribes. NIV

Dan 5:26-28
MENE: God has
numbered your

kingdom, And fi-
nished it; TEKEL.:
You have been
weighed in the
balances, and found
wanting; PERES:
Your kingdom has
been divided,

1 Kings 11:4-6 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully
devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did
not follow the LORD completely, as David his father had done. NIV

Belshazzar lost the ‘Babylonian’ kingdom because of his idolatry

Dan 5:23 You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or
understand. But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life NIV
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From the timing of Nebuchadnezzar we can

anchor the period of Babylonian imperialism

Sgijt to the destruction of Jerusalem. F:f”
Babylon Babylon
* 1 [ 2] 38| 9 Jwoa8/19] 20 | 2169 70
E I
! Jer 25:1 in the 4™ year of Jer 32_:1 The word that came to) |
Nebu.. Jehoiakim ... which was Jerethah from the LQRD in the | |
in charge ["Nepu- | | the first year of Nebuchad- [107] year of Zedekiah king of | |
ofthe | g | | nezzar king of Babylon) Judah, which was the [18"] | |
bf’:ﬁ;/:lo' become ear of Nebuchadnezzar. |
army but | King I
heisnot | * [ 1] 27 ] 8 [917[ 18] 19 [20x] I
King king yet : E |
Jehoiakim ' ! 5 |
~ 1] (2) 3 [4[5-00] 11 :
[t 2 ]3] Lo 5 !
edekiah ! |
1] 2-7 v I
* 1-9 | 10 11 50 |
Jerusalem years Fall of
destruct..| ™ Babylon
by
deduction
2 Kings 241 Dan 4:31-32 The words

Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon invaded
the land, and
Jehoiakim became his
vassal for  three
years. But then he
changed his mind and
rebelled against Ne-
buchadnezzar. NIv

were still on his lips
when a voice came from
heaven, "This is what is
decreed for you, King
Nebuchadnezzar: Your
royal authority has been
taken from you.
Seven times will pass by
for you until .. NIV

Why did Jehoiakim rebeled after 3 years?
Could it be because Nebuchadnezzar
became incapacitate (for 7 years) by God?
If it is the case then, going backward, we
can deduce that Nebuchadnezzar made a
vassal of Jehoiakim one year before he
became himself king. So lets start the
Kingdom of Babylon at that time (i.e.
Jehoiakim 2™ year)

~
~

140
poras (see p.96)
2*120 Israel is 120 Start of
doomed
Babylon
Solomon’s Empire
Kingdom 360y.

splits

~A
Destruction 50
of
Jerusalem
Jer 25:11 Fall
70 of
——————————— >
| Babylon

430 years (symbolic act ‘“Weight & Divide’)

101



We know now that the ‘end of the 70- Ark brought into first Temple
year Babylonian imperialism’ happened

50 vyears after the ‘destruction of 10 @

Jerusalem”  (by  Nebuchadnezzar’s Solomon’s

army), and we know that Solomon’s Palace

kingdom split happened 430 years is ready 50
before the Fall of Babylon, we have {}

enough to show that Solomon spent as 430+ 50
much as 40 vyears in his new Palace. 40 “\:::f . 10-4305
From ‘Ark in Temple’ to 430|| @ <} et )

Jerusalem’s destruction

Kingdom’s split
= 430 years (see page 30) 9 p

(right after Solomon’s death)

From *Jerusalem’s destruction’
to ‘Fall of Babylon’ Ezekiel’s
= 50 years (see previous page)

From “Ark in Temple’ to nglcght
‘Solomon’s palace ready’ divide 4 (430
=10 years (see page 66) Jerusalem’s

destruction act

From ‘kingdom’s split’ to
‘Fall of Babylon’ 50 I@
=430 years
(hair devided symbolic act) Fall of Babylon

How long did Solomon reign?

Now that the ‘kingdom’s split’ has been accurately fixed we have enough to invalidate the
widespread belief that Solomon’s kingship lasted only 40 years. We will see that in fact
Solomon had been king for 63 years.

Solomon’s death occurred shortly before the ‘kingdom’s split” and we have just learned in the
previous figure that this ‘split” occurred 40 years after Solomon’s palace became available.
It follows therefore that Solomon’s reign had been longer than 40 years. Many readers would
find it outrageous if they were asked to question the authenticity® of 1 Kings 11:42 where it is
mentioned that Solomon reigned over Israel for a total of 40 years. Fortunately, they won’t be
asked such a thing. According to the previous figure, from the completion of his palace to his
death (shortly before the kingdom’s split) there is a period of 40 years. This has to be the
same ‘40 years’ as the one mentioned in 1 Ki 11:42. But before accepting this convenient
interpretation, one point needs to be clarified. Why would 1 Ki 11:42 emphasizes only the
last 40 years of Solomon’s reign and choose to ignore the first 23 years during which
Solomon built the Temple and his Palace?

The answer is found in

e 1Kings 3:14 So if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My
commandments, as your father David walked, then | will lengthen your days." NKJV

% 1 Kings 11:42 And the period that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty
years. NKJV
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Among all the things God told Solomon He would give him, there is only one that came with
a condition attached. Solomon would first have to walk in God’s way before he received a
long life. In other words, there would be a period of evaluation before the promise would be
delivered. God appeared to Solomon right after the completion of the Palace. This would be

23 years after the beginning of Solomon’s reign (see on page 66 or below).

2 Chron 7:11-12 ... and Solomon successfully accomplished all that came into his
heart to make in the house of the LORD and in his own house. Then the LORD

appeared to Solomon by night, NKJV
The Theophany of 2 Chron 7:12 is a proof that Solomon’s reign had reached a turning point.
Up to that time Solomon had been on ‘probation’ as he needed to demonstrate that he was a
worthy king. By appearing to Solomon a second time God acknowledged that the king had
done well and he would be allowed a long life. Isn’t it quite revealing that all this happened
at the very time the new Palace became available? As if, symbolically, Solomon’s reign was
given an official start at the very time he was going to occupy his newly built palace.

Solomon’s kingship lasted 63 years

His reign was divided in
two parts : 23 & 40 years

David king
of Judah
’
," - st 1 Kings 6:1in
; 40 Solomon becomes king 1 the 4" year of
;! ond Solomon's
: / King 3 5 reign over
! Israel, ..., that
,' / David dies| ,tn / hebeganto
! 50 T. | / ? 10 — Temple’s 4 build the house
I,' C. / 0 const.. starts|  YE&r of the LORD.
," | b
! I 23 a Temple S 1 Kings 9:10
; | y. ¢ ready 0 ...at the end of
' I : 3 | 20 years, when
1 0 Solomon
100 A | 20 0 : 20 m had built the
years - 63 — Arkiin 0 two houses, the
. T. y. n Temple n house of the
' | Solomon . LORD and the
\ kingship period 10 r king's house
‘. P ! Palace ready e )
! : \ . «- I | ==« turning
. r - God confirms Solomon 9 point
\\ ] \ (theophany) n
L |50 \ s
\ a 1 Kings 11:42
| Solomon | And the period
\ 40 —_ . that Solomon
' Official reign 0 reigned in
\ \ n Jerusalem over
\ A e all Israel was
v forty years.
Solomon | N Solomon dies
dies & Kingdom’s split
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Ezekiel’s hair growing again

Before directly addressing this new topic we first need to identify what happened at the end of
Jerusalem’s 70 years of desolation.

Destruction The destruction of Jerusalem was
_ of Jerusalem followed by 70 years of desolation:

The destruction of —

(Jje“tlsa'(:_m a”fdt;he o e Dan 9:2 in the first year of his

estruction ot the ' 70 vears | reign I, Daniel, understood by the

first temple are Ry :

tied together : of | book_s_ the number of the years
+desolation specified by the word of the
R LORD through Jeremiah the

e prophet, that He  would
accomplish seventy years in the
Desolation desolations of Jerusalem. NKJv
IS over

We learn from Chronicles that during the (70 years) desolation the land enjoyed its Sabbaths:

e 2 Chron 36:21 to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the
land had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to fulfill
seventy years. NKJV

And we also learn that the 70 years of desolation were equivalent to the 70 sabbatical years
that had not been previously observed:

e Lev26:35 As long as it lies desolate it shall rest--for the time it did not rest on your
Sabbaths when you dwelt in it. NKIV

When the Israelites came into the Promised Land God instructed them to allow the land to rest
for a full year every 7 years. That rule was known as the Sabbath law and it was enforced
until the death of Samuel (see on page 64). After Samuel’s death, during the next 490 years,
the Israelites never let the land rest and by the time Jerusalem was destroyed a total of 70
years (one year for every 7 years) had been disregarded. The Israelites deliberately chose to
ignore the divine law, unfortunately for them God did not forget it.

There is an important point to understand here. The 70 years of desolation that came after the
destruction of Jerusalem were not years of ‘punishment’’® against the Israelites, but rather
years of ‘restitution’ to a land that had been denied some of its Sabbath rest.

" In fact the punition had been handled 10 years before when the Israelites (tribe of Judah) were sent into Exile.
104



The 70 years Samuel

DESOLATION dies
of the land ' .

(King Jehoiakin and most ! which the sab-
of the people of Jeru- 70*7 batical years
salem go to Babylon) : were ignored.

? : See p. 64
£ 10 i
: x Destruction
Jer 29:10 of 1st Temple
i
10 start of ‘land’
| desolation
Ezra2:1 e 50 D 2 Chron 36:21
v e The land en-
Return of the 42,360 S joyed its Sab-
(from Babylon) 0 bath rests; all
I 70 the time of its
There shouldn’t be any concern a desolation it
that the land had been inhabitated t rested, until the
during this last 10 years stretch of 10 i seventy  years
the desolation; what mattered was 0 were completed
that the land was still resting and n v
wogldn’t produce any crops " endof‘land’ |
until the whole 70-year Sabbath

| |
| . |
| desolation |
was over. | |
| |

?? Event X ??

IMPORTANT: The 70 years of exile
& the 70 years of desolation
are two different periods

We have two important clues to identify the event X’ that marked the end of Jerusalem’s
desolation.

#1. The return of the exiles’* (42,360) is not linked to the end of desolation.

#2. Once the 70 years of rest were completed the land would give useful crop yields for the
people again.

The timing of the event “X’ that we are looking for was clearly invoked by Haggai:

The land was going to produce again:

e Hag 2:18-19 Give careful thought: Is there yet any seed left in the barn? Until now, the
vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne fruit.
"'From this day on I will bless you.™

™ Ezra 2:1 Now these are the people of the province who came back from the captivity, of those who had been
carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away to Babylon, and who returned to
Jerusalem and Judah, everyone to his own city. NKJV
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The event that would mark the end of the desolation of the land was the resuming of the
construction of the second Temple:

e Hag 1:9-11 "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy
with his own house. Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew
and the earth its crops. | called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the
grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and
on the labor of your hands."

Three important things to note from Hagai 1:9-11:

#1.  Haggai clearly identified a time when the Israelites were building their house™
while the Temple lay in ruins.

#2.  The land was not producing any useful crops. (In fact the land had until then
been enjoying its 70 sabbatical years of rest.)

#3.  Obtaining any crops of the land was directly related to the construction of
the second Temple.

For Haggai to suggest the third point could only mean that the 70 years of desolation had just
been reached. There was nothing preventing’® the construction of the second Temple
anymore.

e Hag 1:7-8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house,
so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored

Destruction of the first Temple Note
Destruction of Jeru-

salem & destruction
t
of the 1° Temple

According Hag 1:9
there was a period

when people were 70 are used interchan-
building their years geably in this paper
house while the Return of of

the 42,360 ‘land’

Temple lay in ruin. ‘
P y exiles

Construction of
the 2" Temple

Event X =

Land starts producing crops again

"2 This is not surprising given that according to our hypothesis the Israelites came back to the land 10 years

before.
" A few years back the people (from the 42,360 who came back with Zerubabbel) had laid the foundation of the
new Temple but they were not allowed to start any construction at that time.
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Figure 15. Construction of the second Temple
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As mentioned earlier, Ezekiel had to shave his head and beard at the beginning of his siege.
What is not emphasized, however, is the fact that his new baldness didn’t last long.

_____ 430 days later
———— . . -> })
In truth, the hair of his head and beard started 3

growing again immediately after the shaving. This .

may not have been apparent in the first few hours :

of Ezekiel’s reenactment but let’s not forget that he : ;
lay more than a year (430 days). We have here the

first part of a new symbolic act.

- —
—
-
-
-~
-
-—

This act is associated with no specific house’™ and it lasted the whole 430 days of Ezekiel’s
siege. Surprisingly the act was not concluded by Ezekiel shaving his head again’. However,
it is more than likely that the prophet rushed to make some proper hairdressing as soon as the
siege reenactment was over and he was set free’®:

o Ezek 44:20 They [priest] shall neither shave their heads nor let their hair grow long;
but they shall keep their hair well trimmed. NKJV

Ezekiel
Hair growing act

Ezekiel’s hair
start growing | <-------- > 9997 i
again

'

430 430

days i years !

v 1 5

Ezsakiel had to - .o 2070
trlm his hair :_ _______________ :

™ The side on which Ezekiel was lying didn’t alter the meaning of the act. Whatever side Ezekiel was lying on,
his hair was growing independently of it.

" There is absolutely no indication that he would have done it any time during the siege. And it is quite unlikely
that he would have gone through the humiliation (shaving his head) a second time after the siege.

"8 Ezekiel was tied during 430 days.
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No matter how inadequate the following allegation will sound, I believe the event portrayed
by Ezekiel’s ‘growing hair’ is the ‘construction of the second Temple’. Notice that in each
case (“hair starts growing” and “construction of the second Temple”) a slow process is
initiated and will eventually bring back something that had been ‘dramatically’ removed’”.

The construction of the second Temple took place at the end of a 70-year period during which
the land was left completely desolated. We have already (on page 106) seen that ‘the day’ the
Israelites returned to the construction of the (second) Temple the land started producing food
again:

e Hag 1:7-8 Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Consider your ways! Go up to the
mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that | may take pleasure in it and
be glorified," says the LORD. NKJV

e Hag 2:19 Is the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate,
and the olive tree have not yielded fruit. But from this day forward | will bless you.'

Could it be more plain than that? The land started growing food the same day the
construction’® of the second temple began. We have here a direct connection with Ezekiel’s
‘growing hair’,

It was inferred earlier that after his siege was over, Ezekiel needed to trim his hair. Wouldn’t
it be also expected that after 430 years the second Temple was in dire need of some major
repairs? John 2:20 confirms that some major repairs were done to the 2™ Temple”

Ezekiel “hair growing’ symbolic act

Head was Bare land
completely : starts
shaved \ Ezekiel’s hair Construction growing
starts growing of 2" Temple food again

430

| Right after the
end of the 70-

-, 430 year desolation
days years
; |
Ezekiel trims Herod renovates

Priest hair / his hair the 2™ Temple \ oM 1o
should be leis ‘trim-

short med’ i.e

Ezek 44:20 refreshed

According the historian
Josephus, Herod the
Great lengthened each
side of the 2nd Temple

" Ezekiel felt humiliation at losing his hair; the Israelites felt despair at seeing their Temple destroyed.

78 We will see in the coming pages of this book that the construction of the 2" Temple happened 3 years after its
foundation was layed out. It is important to keep in mind that these two events are not the same.

" John 2:20 The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, NIV
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Destruction of 2nOI Temple (by the Roman legions of Titus)

Figure 16. Hair growing act
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Here are the 3 symbolic acts associated with Ezekiel’s hair (ref p 89, 97, 108)

Ezekiel cuts his hair

Using a scale Ezekiel 2
weighs and divides
the hair in two parts

Hair starts
growing

3

Ezekiel
lies on
his sides

4
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days

Q@ >3 —=0-=0

Ezekiel trims
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3

PO —<—Q R JSa-—o I
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cuts his hair

S 4
h S 3
y 0
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b
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Hair is scattered
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—o0 o3 W
n< 90 O WwWpH

Hair is
separated
in thirds

I®

Israel’s
Kingdom is
divided in 2

real

430
years

real

Territory divi-
ded between
3 governors

Hair
starts
growing

Q@ 5 —=0=0
—o0o o3 W
o wpr

n<< v O

Ezekiel
trims
his hair

I®

Ark is
captured

real

430
years

real

Isaiah
foretells the
fate of Israel
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Daniel 70-week & post exile chronology

Dan 9:24-27 24 "Seventy weeks of years are decreed concerning your people and your holy city, to finish the
transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both
vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. 25 Know therefore and understand that from the going forth
of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven

weeks ‘A’. Then for sixty-two weeks ‘B’ it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in a troubled time.
26 And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off, and shall have nothing; and the people of the
prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to the end there

shall be war; desolations are decreed. 27 And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week ‘C’; and
for half of the week he shall cause sacrifice and offering to cease; and upon the wing of abominations shall come
one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.” RSV

This prophecy covered a period of 490 years (70 weeks of 7 years each) separated into 3 parts (A, B, C).
The prophecy is solely concerned by the years of these three specific periods as they are the one that will
contribute an active role to bring an end to the transgression in the holy city of Jerusalem. The 3 divisions
form a ‘time allotment’ and therefore don’t need to be continuous. (More on page 129)

I Daniel’s 70 weeks (70 weeks are “set aside’) I

 weeks 62 weeks 1 week D
e
Going Event X A “discarded’ c
Part . Part : Gap of years ; Part r
forth 2Anointed Anom(;ed (to be reviewed) A prince .
A Sile B ne These years ‘Who is C e

; don’t involve
Of the A ernce’? Cut off Daniel’s peop|e to come’ (3]/2 + 31/2) d
il 49 years 434 years and Jergﬁ%ﬁgh 7 years | e
n
483 X years 7 q

483 + 7 = 490 years

Any gap of years between part B and C should be viewed as irrelevant to the prophecy total
count of years. It is therefore wrong to conclude that God has been stopping a so called clock
in order to justify the gap. There is a gap because it covers a period of time that has nothing to
do with any of the three active parts described in the prophecy. (We will see in p. 129 why
parts A & B are continuous while part C stands apart.)

The first®® two periods (A & B), although described separately, are consecutive:
e Dan 9:25 there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks RSV

Daniel’s prophecy starts with a ‘word’ to restore Jerusalem:
e Dan 9:25 Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the word to
restore and build Jerusalem RSV
o Isa 44:28 ... he will say of Jerusalem, "Let it be rebuilt,” and of the temple, "Let its
foundations be laid." '

8 The last period ( C ) will be review in Appendix | on page 271.
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While most chronologers take the position that the 70-week period started at the time when
‘the word’®" was prononced, which compel them (these chronologers) to search for the
specific decree associated with that word, | have a very different approach.

It is obvious to me that the ‘going forth of the word’ (Dan 9:25) can only
mean the time of the ‘EXECUTION’ of that word, i.e. the start of the 70-
week of Daniel has to coincide with the point in time when the very first
‘concrete’ action to restore Jerusalem was laid down on the ground.

Ezra 3:10-11 When
the builders laid the
foundation of the
temple of the LORD,
the priests in their
vestments and with
trumpets, and the
Levites (the sons of
Asaph) with
cymbals, took their
places to praise the
LORD, as prescribed
by David king of
Israel. 11 With praise
and thanksgiving
they sang to the
LORD:

"He is good; his love
to Israel endures
forever."

And all the people
gave a great shout
of praise to the
LORD NIV

| going forth of the ||
word to restore and ]

build”

Ezra 3:10-11 When |
the builders laid the
foundation... And §

Layirfg the
Temple’s 7
foundation

In