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It’s hard to believe, but we have
already completed 45% of our
2019-2020
Wednesday
night
classes. Before we know it, June
will be here and graduation will be
upon us.
Our New Years’ Eve party was
another smash hit. The theme
was, “A Night in Paris.” When you
walked into the ballroom, you felt
you were in Paris. The room was
exquisite.
The
organizing
committee of Caren Blumfield,
Maureen Fried, Marilyn Bloom
and Jeri Sobel did a fantastic job
and we all owe them a big Thank
You! Please see the article on
page 6 for more details about the
New Years’ party and the pictures
on pages 7-12.
When we returned for our first
class of 2020 on January 8th, we
started our new program of
collecting $2.00 from all the Trail
Dusters. We want to thank all the
Trail Dusters who come on
Wednesday nights for their
cooperation and generosity. We
will continue this program through
the end of class in June. Beginning
September, we will reassess the
progress to determine if we will
suspend or temporarily continue it
on a short-term basis.
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On January 12th, we had our class
level dance at Wilkinson Senior
Center with Paul Waters and Mike
Seastrom. Just like last year, it
was a huge success. We had a
large turnout, which we are very
proud to say were mostly Trail
Dusters. After the dance, we all
went out for dinner together. What
a great night! Please see the
article on page 2 for more details
and photos of the dance.
On February 9th we will be
honoring Farryl and Bill Dickter at
the Associated Square Dancers’
Sweetheart Ball. They are the
perfect couple to represent our
club as the Trail Dusters’
Sweethearts. Let’s all try to attend
the celebration and support
Farryl & Bill – see article on page 3
and flyers on pages 17 & 18.
One of the things we have to look
forward to is our annual fundraiser
and play in Simi Valley on
Saturday, March 28. Marilyn and
Hy Katlein organize this event that
is so much fun and sells out every
year – see flyer page 19.
Also, we have settled on a great
location for our spring weekend in
Indian Wells from June 5th-7th.This
weekend is always a blast, and it is
great for everyone to spend time
together. A huge thanks to Caren
Blumfield, Sherwin Silver and,

Paula and Al Masters, our great
Wagon Masters - see article on
page 5 and flyer on page 20.
There’s so much to look forward to
in 2020.
We look forward to
sharing it all with everyone.

Joni & Mark
Simon
Presidents

Love Is In The Air
Our next Club dance
is
on
Saturday
February 8th and we
will be celebrating Love, not only of
spouse and partners but all forms
of love, family, friends, country,
etc. You get the picture. See flyer
on page 16.
Our caller is Rod Shuping, a very
personable and energetic caller!
Rod has been calling since 1971
and in 2008 made the bold (and
somewhat frightening) decision to
gave up working his full time job
and became a full time caller.
Currently you enjoy Rod on a
weekly basis as he is teaching
Plus Level Workshops on Monday
evenings at Wilkinson Center.

laid-back, easy delivery ensures
that all will have fun!!!
Round dancing returns to our
dance this month with Milo
Molitoris as our cuer. His extensive
collection of music from which he
chooses the dance and his smooth
style of cueing makes round
dancing look easy!
As usual, Club members will make
sure that there will be plenty to
nosh on, so be sure to swing by
the kitchen, and say thanks to the
hard working
individuals.
Your roving
reporters from
Canada,
Shirley &
Collin Brown

*********** ****************************
OUR PREVIOUS
TAILGATE PARTY
CLASS LEVEL DANCE
Sunday was not a day of
rest but rather a day of fun,
dancing and dinner. I’m talking
about our Sunday, January 12th
Class Level Dance from 2-4:30pm
at Wilkinson.
Mike Seastrom and our own Paul

He also is co-owner and producer
of 3 Square Dance record labels
(Fine Tune, Gold Wing &
Sharpshooter)
and
considers
himself lucky to have recorded or
produced many top ten Square
Dance Singing Calls.
He and Gail, his wife since 1978,
have three children and six
grandchildren. Square dancing has
been a major part of their lives and
has brought many friends and
good times their way. Rod strives
to make every dance an enjoyable
event for all who attend and his

Waters were center stage and
stole the show. They were
awesome, and the room was filled
with classes from other clubs and
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lots of Angels. If you missed it you
missed starting off the new year
with a big cheer. A cheer because

our theme was “Tailgating” and

many of our
dancers
showed up in
their favorite
team attire.
See our photo
on page 13 to
see how many
Trail Dusters
and Rail
Dusters
attended.

Paul was incredible on and off the
stage. He filled an entire table with
his fabulous home made bread in
many different flavors. The
chocolate loaf went first followed
by the cranberry and olive ones.
When these all disappeared we
scarfed up the plain loaves.
Sandy and Robert Sobel once
again controlled the kitchen as well
as organizing all the food. A big
thanks to Ellen and Mike
Sternfeld, who showed up early to
help. Marilyn Bloom filled in with
Jeri Sobel at the front desk in
place of Ron, who was tied up at a
stamp show.
Suddenly the time flew by and we
were forming our thank you circle.
In true “Trail Duster Fashion,” we
flocked to the Stonefire Grill in
Chatsworth for dinner and filled the
patio and part of the inside tables
with Square Dancers. The sky
grew dark but our laughter and
friendships never dulled. It was a
fabulous way to spend our Sunday
afternoon and just as wonderful
“breaking bread” with all of our
dancing friends.
Please join us again at our Student
Stomp Dance on Sunday, January
26 at Wilkinson Center–
flyer page 22.

SWEETHEARTS
2020
The Sweetheart Ball is around the
corner. As I wrote in last month's
Dusty Trails column, our club's
sweethearts are Farryl & Bill
Dickter. We have selected them
because of their tireless efforts and
positive energy in supporting the
Trail Dusters. Farryl is currently
serving as Caller Contracts
Coordinator and Bill is serving as
A square D representaive.

On Sunday, February 9, sixteen
Trail Dusters are planning to
attend the Sweetheart Ball. The
dance, as usual, is being held at
the Hawthorne Memorial Center
The 16 Trail Dusters have
purchased the ribbons to enter
the dance. Each ribbon costs
$10 pre-sale or $12 at the door.
We would love you to join in the
fun so please see me to get
your ribbons– see flyer page 17.

Your Dance
Reporter
Caren Blumfield

List of callers - 2020
page 14
NEXT BOARD MEETING
FEBRUARY 11, 2020
7:30 P.M.
JUDY COMROE’S HOUSE
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Let's go to the ball and honor
Farryl & Bill, a wonderful couple
who have put a lot of heart into
supporting Trail Dusters.
Marilyn Bloom

Rail Dusters Who Attended Dance

Feb. Birthdays
Mark Simon
Rhonda Shapiro
Cindy Kestenbaum
Cher Bodner
Mindy Dill
Robert Sobel
Dorothy Stabinsky
Marlene Reifel
Thom Smotrich
Michael Kreisberg
Mimi Steinberger

5
9
11
11
15
17
20
26
27
28
28

Lela Heslin, Leon Stabinsky,
Jill & Bob Sanders, Eileen Burkenheim,
Barbara Zeidman, Robb Weinstein

Randee Samsky
& Mark Cutter

Feb. Anniversaries
Farryl & Bill Dickter
Bren & Jack Levy

LOOK WHAT IS COMING UP!
A FUNdraiser event
scheduled for Saturday
March 28, 2020.
WE ARE GOING BACK TO SIMI
VALLEY CULTURAL
CENTER TO SEE

10
12

Ilene & Mark
Abramson
Membership
Chairs
markabe@aol.com
*****************************

drvchilborne@aol.com
Roy Okada
stilsen151@aol.com
Lynn &
Joel Ovadia
jovadia407@gmail.com

We had a grand introduction of the
Rail Dusters to the real world of
square dancing at Wilkinson
Center, with the "creme de la
creme" of callers to welcome us Mike Seastrom and our own Paul
Waters. They helped us through
the realities of no stoppage for
teaching and made it a wonderful
experience for us all.
The Rail Dusters enjoyed the clear
and distinct calls. It made dancing
much easier and satisfying. They
found that the dancing was less
fearful than they had anticipated
for a "real dance."
Randee Samsky and Mark Cutter
worked their magic all afternoon
getting the students to square up
with angels. Thank you to all the
angels who came to help our Rail
Dusters.

Sunday, January 26, 2020 is our
annual
Student
Stomp held at
Wilkinson
Center from
2:00 – 4:30.
This is a Class
Level Dance
Many clubs
will be represented.
See flyer page 22
54ND ANNUAL
BAKERSFIELD FIESTA
March 20, 21, 22, 2020
Kern County Fairgrounds
Mainstream + Plus +Advanced
+Challenge + Rounds
See flyer page 21
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Tickets are only $25.00 each
and the seats are reserved. So
send your check to Marilyn &
Hy Katlein or see them at class
on Wednesdays. When they
receive your check you will be
able to pick the seats you want.
See flyer on page 19 for more
details.

Hello Trail Dusters and Rail
Dusters
Our
refreshments
at
the
Wednesday night class dances
continue to be a hit. Thank you to
Denise and Richard for your
dedication in putting out the food
each week, and Paula and Al for
contacting the Trail and Rail
Dusters with the assigned foods.
Since we are all so appreciative to
have a snack at break time, if you
are assigned cheese, desert, or
fruit, please keep in mind when
purchasing your food that there
may be close to a hundred dancers
on a Wednesday night. Also, your
food item needs to be plated and
ready to go. Even if you have to
buy something at the last minute,
please bring your own tray, take

your food item out of the container,
and get it ready for others to enjoy.
Also remember that you are
supposed to help clean up during
the last tip. Your cooperation is
greatly appreciated.
On another note: February is the
month we think of valentines and
chocolate. How did they become
so intertwined? In its early history,
chocolate was consumed as a
bitter beverage, but it was
introduced as a confectionery
ingredient as early as the 16th
century when Spaniard’s used
cane sugar and cinnamon to
sweeten the bitter cacao. As cacao
was an expensive import, it
became a symbol of wealth, power
and luxury – fit for royalty.
With the invention of the cocoa
press in the mid 19th century, the
production of chocolate was
revolutionized
and
the
first
chocolate bar (as we know it
today) was produced as early as
1847. By the early 1900s,
chocolate was produced and
distributed on a much larger scale,
and to this day retains its status as
one of the most delicious foods on
earth.
So, this Valentine’s Day, feel great
about continuing a time-honored
chocolaty tradition of sharing the
the most delicious food on earth,
and love! Happy Valentine’s Day!
Your Refreshment Chairs,

Paula & Al Masters

Cindy Kestenbaum &
Alex Strouzer

Denise Kurtzer &
Richard Rose

THE 2020
SPRING
WEEKEND
HIGH SCHOOL HANGOUTS
Pack your bags and get ready to
go to our June 5-7 Spring
Weekend. Get ready for “fun in the
sun” as we travel to the Indian
Wells Resort, built by Desi and
Lucy Arnaz. It is totally retro. Our
pool area is amazing and you can
relax outside at the cabana and
grill area. Enjoy our banquet
dinners, entertainment in the
lounge area each evening, tours,
casinos, dance, ukulele lessons,
table competition, and much more.
Shop at the outlet stores, visit the
Lincoln
Memorial
Shrine
in
Redlands,
and
the
original
McDonalds in San Bernardino on
the way to the hotel
A list of places to go and see and
group tours will follow. Don’t forget
your money for mahjong and poker
and other games in our hospitality
room. Meet your new board at our
Sunday installation and laugh until
it hurts at our joke-off. This
weekend is guaranteed to be like a
buffet. You won’t be able to decide
which activity to do first because of
all the choices.
Most important will be the new
friends you will get to know. So
travel back
with us as
we visit your
memorable
hangouts from your high school
days. Whether
it be the bowling
alley, miniature
golf
course,
drive-in diners,
the malt shop,
football games,
the prom or the principals office,
you are guaranteed to have the
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time of your life. No need to worry
about your centerpieces this year,
we have other challenges in store
for you!
Rail Dusters, this weekend is a
must! Future thespians, get ready
to star in our weekend play. See
the flyer on page 20 for more
information and get your deposits
in ASAP.
Your Wagon Masters,

Sherwin & Caren

Paula & Al

*********************************************

Dear Rail Dusters & Trail Dusters,
We continue to have wonderful
pre-class dinners together and
share some great times before
dancing each Wednesday.
In
February we will try out several
new restaurants, the Old New York
Deli and Baja Fresh. Hopefully
they
will be enjoyable for
everyone. Usually we have about
35 people meeting at 5:30. A
reminder - the restaurants give us
15%, so it's an excellent way to
raise money for our club. We also
ask that you leave a gratuity since
the servers work hard to please us.
I want to share some information I
found recently about the Los
Angeles landmark restaurant, The
Pantry or The Original Pantry
Cafe. This famous establishment
was opened in 1924, serving
breakfast all day - 365 days a year
and 24 hours a day. Until 2011, (87
years) they served free coffee. It
is owned by former LA mayor
Richard Riordan and serves
classic American fare - an "iconic
diner proudly reflected in the

shop's prevailing throwback spirit."
Most often you will find people
lined up outside. It is an official LA
Historic Cultural Monument.
A
reminder, they are CASH ONLY.
The schedule of restaurants for
February is as follows:
February 5 Mod Pizza
February 12 Old New York Deli
(next to Sharkeys - 6209 Topanga)
February 19 California Pita
(new address 22616 Ventura
Blvd, between Sale & Fallbrook
(across from Wendys)
February 26 Baja Fresh

5780 Canoga, Woodland Hills,
next to Salad Farm
Your Hostesses,

Jane Lief

Flo Tapp

*************************************

AN EVENING IN
PARIS - TRAIL
DUSTER STYLE
It started out simply enough. “Let’s
spend an Evening in Paris next
year,” Caren said as she proposed
that our New Year’s Eve
committee and tireless workers
create a wonderful environment
that was purely Paris, France to
bring in the year 2020. It was an
exciting plan from the very start.
There was a lot of work to be done
to feature Paris as a focal point of
a fully fabulous musical evening.
Still, as in all our New Year’s Eve
events, the fun was in the
committee’s planning and creating

of yet another beautiful evening.
This year was especially fulfilling.
As Trail Dusters arrived at the
grand Hilton Hotel Ballroom,
Woodland
Hills,
this
past
December 31st, they were met with
an impressive presentation of Eiffel
Towers everywhere. Seating cards
and a large welcome sign were in
French and every dinner table was
adorned with its own Eiffel Tower
standing tall and surrounded by
flickering candles and wine bottles
studded with lights. The tables
were named after special spots in
and around Paris and gave
homage to the beauty of the City of
Lights.
Our appetizers and dinners at the
Hilton are always delicious and this
year they didn’t disappoint. Diane
Jubelier Light sang a beautiful
rendition of La Vie en Rose that
was perfect for our Parisian party.
Our musical DJ kept us on our feet
dancing to the Hora, YMCA, the
Macarena, the Electric Slide, and
more till well past midnight. We
didn’t want the evening to end.
Words cannot adequately describe
how much fun and how exciting it
was to be a part of this committee
and to be among those who
worked diligently toward making
this evening a complete success.
Planning and work sessions for
this event were filled with laughter,
eats, and genuine camaraderie. It’s
surely no wonder why plans are
already in the air for next year’s big
event that may very well top this
one! Working on the New Year’s
event is a great way to be part of a
unique Trail Dusters celebration.
As it was this past year, it
continues to be a win, win
experience!
Maureen Fried

6

Your New Year’s Eve Committee

Jeri Sobel, Maureen Fried, Marilyn Bloom,
Caren Blumfield

NEW YEAR’S SET UP

FAMOUS LADDER PICTURES

Front row: Caren Blumfield, Mindy Dill, Phyllis Saul, Flo Tapp, Helene Harris, Joni Simon, Sandy Sobel
Left side of ladder: Farryl Dickter, Lori Holtzman, Jeri Sobel - Right side of ladder: Marilyn Bloom, Maureen Fried

Front row: Shelly Fried, Sherwin Silver, Joe Dill, Terry Holtzman, Mark Simon, Bob Sobel, Len Bloom
On ladder: Bill Dickter, Bill Tapp
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SET UP CONTINUED

8

TOKYO COMES TO PARIS

9

COCKTAIL TIME AT NEW YEARS EVE

10

COCKTAILS CONTINUED

11

AND NOW WE DANCE
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TRAIL DUSTERS AND RAIL DUSTERS AT OUR JANUARY DANCE

Front row: Sandy Okada, Dorothy Stabinsky, Ellen Sternfeld, Randee Samsky, Jill Sanders, Caren Blumfield (on floor), Flo Tapp, Margie Hausman, Steve Bordofsky
2nd row: Marilyn & Len Bloom, Patti Goldberg, Mindy Dill, Sherwin Silver, Robb Weinstein, Leslie Ruiz, Marilyn & Stan Zwicker, Nikki Rosentsweig, Leon Stabinsky,
Mike Sternfeld, Sandy Cohen, Cher Bodner, Mark Cutter, Renny Traub, Gayle Cantrock, Linda Peck, Art Hirsh & Judie Hirsh, Neil Sandler, Steve Berman,
Linda Cole, Elise Sandler, Bill Tapp, Ruth Ann Hapner, Lela Heslin, Michael Whitman, Francie Bordofsky, Jeff Hausman, Judy Levy, Stuart Levy, Bob Sanders,
Al Masters, Paula Seliga, Jerry Seliga
On Stage: Sandy & Bob Sobel, Joe Dill, Barbara Zeidman, Robert Ruiz, Jeri Sobel, Steve Rosensweig, Jeff Cohen, Farryl Dickter. Bill Dicker, Roy Okada,
Mark & Joni Simon, Ken & Eileen Burkenheim, Maureen & Shelly Fried, Paul Kane and callers, Paul Waters and Mike Seastrom

TRAVELING WITH THE TRAIL DUSTERS

Caren Blumfield and Paula Seliga read the Dusty Trrails while bike riding
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Trail Dusters Square Dance Club
Dance Schedule – 2020
2ND Saturday of Month

Rounds @ 7:00 PM – First Tip @ 8:00 PM
Alternating Rounds & Tips with 1 A-1 Tip
Wilkinson Senior Center – 8956 Vanalden – Northridge
DATE

CALLER

THEME

Sunday 2:00 – 4:30 pm
January 12, 2020

Mike Seastrom &
Paul Waters
Class Level Dance

Tailgate Party- Get
Ready for the Super
Bowl

February 8, 2020

Rod Shuping

Love Is In The Air

March 14, 2020

Dick Hodnefield &
Andy Allemeo
Class Level Dance

Shamrock Sashay
It’s St. Patty’s Day

April 11, 2020

Cancelled

ay 9, 2020

Mike Kellogg

No Siesta – Let’s Fiesta

June 13, 2020

Mike Seastom

Crazy Socks – Crazy
Shoes

July 11, 2020

Ken Bower

* Summer Camp Days

August 8, 2020

Pat Carnathan

* Mad Hatter’s Tea

September 12, 2020
October 10, 2020

Buddy Weaver

Party

*

Rock Star – Rock On

Tim Pepper

November 2020

Dark

December 2020

Dark

Pajama Party

* Summer Casual Attire*
ROUND DANCE CUERS Milo & Cinda Molitoris
For additional information call: Joni & Mark Simon 323-333-4947 marksimon43@gmail.com
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REFRESHMENT ASSIGNMENTS FEBRUARY 2020
All food need to be plated and do not need cutting

February 5
Fruit
Fruit
Dessert
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Elleen & Ken Burkenheim
Joni Dillon
Jennifer Mantell
Victor Wolf
Judith Altman

February 12
Fruit
Fruit
Dessert
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Debbie Rose
Jill & Bob Sanders
Pete Sapon
Cher Bodner
Francie & Steve Bordofsky

February 19
Fruit
Fruit
Dessert
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Linda Tonkins
Barbara Zeidman & Robb Weinstein
Miriam & Bernie Brauner
Vita Brett
Sandy & Jeff Cohen

February 28
Fruit
Fruit
Dessert
Dessert
Cheese & Crackers

Percy Calkins
Gayle Cantrock
Kathy & Robert Cirillo
Sandy & Jeff Cohen
Ronald Cohn

For more information call Paula & Al Masters (818) 360-7857
Email al_masters@msn.com

15

16

17

18

19

20
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February 2020 Trail Dusters Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat
1

.

2

9 Sweetheart Ball

3

10

4

11
Board Meeting

7:30 pm
Judy Comroe’s
House

5
Mod Pizza
5:30 p m
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m.

6

12
New York Deli
5:30 p m
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m.

13

14

15

7

8
Dance at Wilkinson caller ;
Rod Shuping
cuer Milo Molitoris see
pages 2 & 16

16

17 President’s Day

18

19
Calif Pita
5:30 p m
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m.

20

21

.22

23

24

25

26
Baja Fresh
5:30 p m
Bay Laurel
7:00 p.m.

27

28

29

TRAIL DUSTERS
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