Jesus has laid out a high and wonderful calling for us in the beatitudes.  


It is one that will transform the world we live in.  

The question quickly becomes, 


why don't we live it out?  

And before the words are out of our mouths, 


Jesus answers that question for us.  



Because we will be persecuted.  


Or more specifically, 



we will be persecuted because of righteousness.  

This sounds silly to our ears at first.  


Really?  


Someone who does good 



will be persecuted?  


Do you really think we have fallen that far, 



that we would harm those who do good in our world?  

To this question, 


I would answer yes with two qualifiers.  



The first is the difference between goodness and righteousness.  



The second would be what qualifies as being persecuted.

To understand the difference between goodness and righteousness, 


we need to look no further than verse 11, 



where Jesus expands the beatitude and says, 




“they insult you, 




persecute you, 




and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 





because of me.”  

If we are looking carefully, 


we see that Jesus has substituted the word righteousness 



with himself.  

So what is the difference between good and Jesus?  


Is not Jesus good?

We live in a world that usually knows the difference between good and bad.  


But the difference between good and best 



is much harder to discern.  

The first example in scripture of people struggling to know the difference between 


what is good 


and what is best 



is the story of Cain and Able.  

Both offered good sacrifices to God.  


So what is the difference that made Able's righteous 


and Cains not?  

Cain offered God some of the fruits of the soil 


that was cursed.  

Able offered God the first fruits of the flocks 


that were part of our original calling, 



having dominion over life.  

Offering God something from a cursed source, 


and what is more, 



not the first fruits, 



but some of the fruits, 




was not welcomed by God.  

This sets in motion the reality of how we react.  


Cain gave God an offering 



and therefore expected to be blessed.  


He went through the motions 



now where is his reward?  


Abel gave God his first fruit, 



acknowledging that everything came from God, 



therefore he did it out of faith 




instead of security or excess.  


That is the kind of offering God desires.  



One of faith 




and not duty, 



one because we trust God, 




instead of expect things from God.  

God even comes to Cain 


and tries to warn him where his attitude will lead.  

But it falls on deaf ears.  


If God won't accept our good offering, 



we will show God what happens.  

As you know, 


Cain kills Abel, 



his brother.  


Abel did nothing more than what God asked both of them to do.  



Cain tried do what God asked, 




without fully having to trust God 




and then was surprised that is not what God wanted.  


And the reaction from us, 



is displayed by Cain.  




He murdered his brother.  

This is extreme persecution, 


but it is persecution.  



The same that the prophets experienced later.

God does not desire empty gestures.  


He desires a relationship, 



with heart felt actions.  


Signs and symbols that we take what he asks of us seriously.  


That we take him seriously.  

If we can not give the first fruit of our flock to the Lord, 


but need to keep it back for our needs, 

it means that we don't trust God to provide the second and third fruit.  


That God is not enough.  

So while the act of giving is good, 


it does not necessarily add up to righteousness.

Giving out of response to who God is 


does add up to righteousness.  


That is what Jesus did.  

He was willing to lay down his life to the world 


and to the father, 

because the Father was worthy 


to have the whole world back under his control completely.

But this act 

and these types of actions lead to a startling conclusion, 


a reality we would prefer to avoid, 



we are not in control!  

You can live into that reality, 


but you should expect some push back.  

Because this world was controlled up until the cross 


by someone who wanted the same false reality to be true.  

Anything that challenges the dominion of Satan on this world, 


will receive a challenge.  

The tricky part is 


that there is much that does not challenge the dominion of Satan 



that we call good.


Anything that lets something other than God be in control, 



Satan can overcome.

You accumulating a lot of money through work 


benefits neither the kingdom of heaven 


nor the kingdom of this world.  

How you go about accumulating the money 

and how you use the money 


is of great concern to both Kingdoms.  



You being single or married, 



healthy or sick, 



young or old, 




these all are neutral concerns.  

It is how you respond to them that matters.  


Do you take the Cain 


or Able approach?

If you take the Able approach, 

the righteous approach, 


you are going to be persecuted.  


You are going to be systematically oppressed and harassed.  


You are going to experience this, 



because the world does not want you to think that God's way 




is the right way.  

The world will accept you in control, 


it will not accept God in control.  

Because you in control, 


the world can overcome and outlast, 


you are a conquerable opponent.  

The Triune God, 


despite every effort to do so, 

is not.

When we try to do what God calls us to, 


it is never easy.  

If it were, 


we would all already be poor in Spirit, 


mourning, 


humble, 


and hungering and thirsting for righteousness.  

But it is not God that is making it hard, 


it is the world.  

We continue to try and do these things, 


because we find that we do actually find a better rhythm of life by doing them.  



Things that don't work out on paper 



work out in God's Kingdom, 




because they meet what God is trying to do.  



We end up being lucky dogs, 



blessed, 



makarios, 




because we are doing what God does.

Now to be clear, 


this persecution comes when we try to do what is right, 


do what Jesus calls us to do.  

When we do bad things, 


consequences will also come.  

When we sin, 


we will have to deal with not aligning with God's way.  

But it will not be persecution.  


Evil begets evil.  


A house built on shifting sand will not stand.  


Everything comes home to roost eventually.  

But it is not systematic oppression.  

Three men who based their peacemaking efforts on the Beatitudes were Gandhi, 


Martin Luther King, 


and Oscar Romero.  

Each of these men walked the first process of the beatitudes, 


and felt called to the second step, 



mercy, 



pure hearts, 



and peace making.  

Which meant calling out governments for injustice, 


to honor and help the poor and marginalized, 


to start looking beyond their own interests 



to the interests of all humanity.   

You can also probably guess how all three of these men died.  


Assassination.

We are no better than our master, 


and our Lord died at the hands of good men.  

Not righteous men, 


but good men who were fulfilling the call to spirituality, 



but not doing it from both feet being on the pedestal of faith.  

They were at least somewhat depending upon their own actions 


to make their standing with God a reality.  


They had forgot that there were lucky dogs, 



ones who could not do it on their own 



and had to depend on God.  

So when one that completely depended on God did come along, 


they had him killed 



because it was making them look bad, 



just like Cain.  



Just like the actions of Gandhi, 




King, 




and Romero did to the governments and policies of British Empire, 





United States, 





and El Salvador.  




These good countries 





were not being Righteous countries, 




were not being the fullness of who Jesus calls them and us to be.  


When people who have waded into Jesus call of discipleship



saw our sinfulness 



and called for change, 




the world's reaction is pretty standard.  

The easiest change is for you to no longer be here!  


It did so for Able, 


for the prophets, 


for Jesus, 


for his disciples, 


the early church, 



and continues to do so up to this very moment.

The reason the people of God do not change back to the world's ways, 


is because when this first wave of persecution comes, 



it leads us back to the first phase, 




of being poor in Spirit, 




to mourn, 




to realize we are not in control, 




and to ask God to bring what we know will set the world aright, 





his righteousness.  



Which leads us to do something, 




to be merciful, 




to purify our heart, 




and to be peacemakers.  



And the more we do this, 




the more persecution comes.  



Then the deeper we walk into the need for our Savior.  


It is a vicious cycle.  



But it is one that Jesus was clear about.  




Anyone who wanted to be his disciple, 





had to pick up their cross, 





and follow him.

This is the call Jesus has for us.  

We have been given an overview.  


We will see these themes reappear again and again 



as we wade through the Sermon on the Mount.  

Following Jesus leads to a world where death does not reign, 

where tears are no more, 

where mercy and forgiveness are plentiful, 


which is why we should rejoice 


and be glad when we are being persecuted.  

The end result is worth it.  


The world just has not realized it yet, 


so it will not readily cooperate.  

Now you know, 


what will you do?  

Who will you be?
