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Joining the Butte County
Historical Society
BCHS is primarily supported by
memberships and donations from
the people and the friends of Butte
County and receives no direct
government funding. Membership in
BCHS is open to all.






Members receive:

BCHS PROPERTIES

Slickens (monthly newsletter)
The Diggin’s (quarterly
publication)
10% discount on museum store
purchases
Early notice of BCHS programs
and activities

Ehmann Home
1480 Lincoln, Oroville
Saturdays — 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
530-533-5316

___Supporting
___Sustaining
___Organization

Name
Address
City
Phone
E-mail

($50)
($100)
($30)

ZIP

Mail with your check to: BCHS, P. O. Box 2195, Oroville, CA 95965
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Museum - Archives
Corner of Spencer and Baldwin
Oroville
530-533-9418
Museum
Friday from 9 am - Noon
Saturday from 11 am - 3 pm

BCHS Membership Application
($30)
($40)
($25)
($35)

buttehistory@sbcglobal.net

Annual Membership Meeting & Election
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Membership Meeting & Program
Holiday Open House

Check one:
___Individual
___Family
___Senior
___Senior Family

visit us on facebook

Archives
Thursday and Friday
9 am - Noon
Oregon City School
2100 Oregon Gulch Road
Oregon City, CA
Saturday & Sunday from 1 pm to 4 pm
530-533-1849
Bangor Church
5370 LaPorte Road, Bangor, CA
Noon to 2 pm on 1st & 3rd Saturday
Closed: Dec., Jan., Jul. and Aug.
530-679-2112

One of California’s early
pioneers, Peter Lassen left
his mark in early Butte
County and Northern
California history. A native
of Denmark, Lassen arrived
in our region several years
before gold was discovered
and received a Mexican Land
grant at the confluence of
Deer Creek and the Sacramento River. He began a series of business endeavors,
none of which were very successful. His determination to
succeed kept him active in Northern California until his
death in 1859 and caused him to settle in various places.
Join us at the BCHS Museum on Sunday, November
18th as local historian Dave Freeman provides us with an
update on his research into the life and times of Lassen
and the enigmatic material remains that have been located
at several sites where Lassen was active. Several years ago,

Dave provided BCHS
members with the
results of some of his
early research at the
Rancho Bosquejo site
in what is now part
of Tehama County.
Since then his
research has expanded
to sites of Lassen’s
later business ven- Remains of Lassen's log cabin at Big Meadows
tures in areas that Compliments of CSU Chico Digital Collections
would become Plumas County.
The Museum is located at 1749 Spencer Avenue at the
Corner of Baldwin Avenue. Our annual membership
meeting and election begins at 2:00 pm, followed by the
program at 2:20.
Slate of Officers
President: Kent Fowler
Secretary: Sandy Brodrick
Treasurer: Dorothy Lindsay

Board Members at Large
with terms to expire 12/2021):
Larry Tracy
Larry Mauch

Annual BCHS Open House

December 8 from 3 to 6 pm
Ehmann Home, 1480 Lincoln St., Oroville
Once again BCHS will be hosting a holiday open house at
book, in addition to other works of
the Ehmann Home on Saturday, December 8th from 3-6,
interest regarding the Butte County area,
preceding the Oroville Light Parade. At 3 pm we will be
will be for sale to add to your personal
installing the 2019 society officers. This will be followed
collections or for holiday gifts. Don’t
by a presentation from ANCHR regarding their new
forget that members receive a 10%
book, Ten Miles of Roadside Archaeology Along the Old
discount on all purchases, including
Humboldt Wagon Road. ANCHR has worked with Dr. olives and olive oil. Refreshments will be served. The
Gregory White to add additional historical perspective to winning tickets for this year's opportunity quilts will also
his archaeological account of this historic roadway. The be drawn at the event.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Be sure to mark your calendars for our annual
membership meeting on November 18th! Not only will
you have the opportunity to meet and vote for the
nominees to the Board of Directors positions for 2019,
we also have a great program planned to follow the
elections. As noted elsewhere in this issue, this year’s
meeting is at our Museum on the corner of Spencer and
Baldwin Avenues. Hope to see you there!
This is our final edition of Slickens for 2018 and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our
volunteers who have helped in our various programs
and activities and all of the donors whose financial

Mark your calendars for the

contributions have kept us going. That includes everyone who has maintained their active membership.
Thank you very much for your support!
Last but not least, thanks to all of those who have
donated their family photos, documents, ephemera and
artifacts to our ever-expanding collection and to all of
the volunteers and researchers at our several locations
who have worked to interpret these items and advance
our understanding of Butte County’s fascinating history.
Your efforts today will be of great benefit to future
generations.
Dale Wangberg

Got Your Tickets?
Time is running out
to send in your
tickets for this year’s
opportunity quilt
drawing at the Open
House on December
8. Tickets will also be
on sale prior to the
drawing. The person
with the first ticket
drawn gets the choice
of the quilts!

Drawing by
Kate Sorensen Lee
1862 - 1950
Wanted, information about her art and paintings.
Contact BCHS or John Rudderow at 343-8483.

The BCHS Mission
is to preserve Butte County's rich
and varied history, making it
engaging and meaningful for all.
Board Meets at the Ehmann Home the
2nd Wednesday at 7 pm

2018 Officers
President - Dale Wangberg
Vice President - Kent Fowler
Secretary - Sandy Brodrick
Treasurer - Dorothy Lindsay

Butte County through the Eye of the Artist exhibition

Sunday, February 9, 2019 from 2-5 PM at the BCHS Museum
Cost: $5 per person
Highlights: Display of artwork depicting Butte County
scenes from the BCHS collection as well as private
collections. There will be additional art created by Butte
County artists. This is a unique opportunity to see many
of these items. Also featured is a raffle for a painting trip
for six people accompanied by accomplished artist Anna
Olsen into the center of the Sutter Buttes. Art supplies
will be provided in addition to a picnic lunch. It is

anticipated that, weather permitting, the trip will take
place the first weekend in April when the wildflowers
should be in full bloom. There will also be an opportunity
to paint historic ranch buildings. Raffle tickets are $25
each and would make a great holiday gift for the artists
among your family and friends. Look for more details in
the January Slickens or call the Archives at 533-9418.

Great Turn Out for Perry Mason Days!
Last year was one of our best Perry Mason Days, bringing in new
people to the Ehmann Home and the event. This year’s October 6th
event was equally popular with 35 people, 20 who
were completely new to BCHS and Perry Mason
Days! This isn't surprising with a new Perry Mason
mystery discovered after 75 years (The Knife Slipped),
HBO's upcoming TV series starring Robert Downey
Jr. as Perry Mason and a new book about Erle Stanley
Gardner in the works by Jeffrey Marks. Add the
reruns of all the great movies, and our Perry Mason
Days should continue to grow and bring in new fans
and potential members.

Perry Mason Day Winners Sarah Thayer Brown
and Cheryl Spradlin with baskets donated by
Dorothy Lindsay. They are two very happy gals!
(Photo courtesy of Marci Trimlett)

In Memoriam
Name Removed

Board Members at Large
Peggie Adamson
Marjorie Daley
Dixie Hargrove
Jim Holt
Tim Jones
Shirley Miller
Nancy Brower, Ex-officio

New Members

Publications Staff
Diggin’s - Nancy Brower
Slickens - Sally McCoy

Names Removed

Holiday Hours for our
Museum, Archives and
the Ehmann Home

Museum Director - Lucy Sperlin
Ehmann Home - Alberta Tracy
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Please check our website at
www.buttecountyhistorical
society.org as the holidays
near for special hours or
call 530-533-9418.

New On the Bookshelf
By Josie Smith

Ten Miles of Roadside Archaeology along the Old
Humboldt Wagon Road by Dr. Greg White combines
archaeology with original historical research to provide a
fresh insight into a ten mile segment of the Old
Humboldt Wagon Road that was built in 1862 to tap
into the growing markets of Susanville and the mining
regions of Nevada and the Idaho Territory. This book
helps bridge the gap between professional archaeology,

local historians, and the lay person. The history in this
book, presented in context with the archaeology of the
area, shows the critical need for a strong public commitment to realize and understand the importance of
preserving our fast vanishing historical features before
it’s too late. In addition to the archaeological report, there
are short topics on John Bidwell's 19th-century road
building venture, the lure of distant mines, hooligans and
heroes, 10-Mile House, the rock fences, a stage ride to
Quincy, hired help and road building, and Frank Bidwell
Durkee's push for a 20th-century road. $19.95 (members
always receive a 10% discount)
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