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WE GOT MAIL - ABOUT ASSESSMENTS!
This month we received more correspondence
than ever before and space doesn't allow us to pri..nt it
all. Most of the messages (whether by USPS or email)
addressed deep frustration with the current assess
ments. As summer resident Charles Henderson, whose
family has owned property in Hague since 1878, stated,
"... the concept of 'taxation without representation' ...
continues today in Hague where the majority of those
who pay the major portion of the taxes are not repre
sented ... , and do not even have the courtesy of a say in
the operation of the town." His brother, James, noted
that "the taxes on the property in Hague are more than
double the taxes on my home and cars in Connecticut."
These concerns were echoed by Bob Wotton,
another long-time summer resident who said, "Families
who have enjoyed living here for generations may be
forced to sell their homes because of the high taxes
(because) many ofthe present families live on more mod
erate incomes and can be there only because the places
were handed down to them." Some writers (Steve Young
and Bob Wotton among them), as well as my personal
experience, noted that Michael Maxwell of Maxwell
Associates (who was hired just for the 2004 assessment
process) had been dismissive, defensive and in some
cases indicated residents should just sell their homes
and take their gains. That idea was especially galling to
m~ and not in the best interests of the Town. As
described by Jim Bolton, "(The longtime lakeshore resi
dents) are the true Stewards of the Adirondack
Mountains" who have protected "shorelines from ero
sion" and are "very careful not to pollute the iake."
Alternatives to the present method of assess
ments were presented. Jim Bolton stated that "assess
ment of property ... must not be attached to the fluctua
tions of real estate valuations." Bob Wotton suggested
that "homes should be assessed at the sale price when
sold and allow current assessments to stay in effect
until the house is sold."
The state controls the method of assessments by
its use of an equalization rate which is based solely on
sales. Any change in the methods of assessment must
therefore be addressed at the state leveL Jackie Ambra
urges, "It's time to write your representatives, asking for
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more equitable tax procedure ... "
The recently released report of the Tax
Committee addresses this issue with a recommenda
tion that "(instate) seasonal residents consider the
option of declaring their primary residence in Hague
(and) out of state seasonal residents should continue to
make their feelings known to Hague town officials and
State legislators." ...js
WE GOT MAIL ABOUT THE SEWER DISTRICT!
Another issue that frustrated most of the resi
dents of the sewer district was the lack of clarity in
dates on the latest sewer bills as reported to us by Tom
Den Bleyker and James Henderson among others. The
billing dates were not stated correctly and the Town
has a responsibility to be accurate in its commumca
tions with residents. Since no action was taken by the
Board at its last meeting to inform the public of the cor
rection, we will attempt to clarifY the situation. The fee
for 2003 was $375 for a partial year from April 1
through December 31· whether or not the connection
was hooked up. (The billing was done in 2 parts and the
dates were not accurate on them.) The fee for 2004 for
1 unit of sewer use (a single family home) is $475 per
year (January 1 through December 31). The bills were
sent out in April and payable until July 1 without
penalty. From July 1 through October 31 there will be
a 10% penalty added on. Ifbills are not paid by October
31 the fee and penalty total will be sent to the County
and will appear on the following January tax bill.
As to the operation of the sewer itself, most of
the problems have been worked out according to Tim
Costello, Wastewater Treatment Plant operator.
Although lines are still frozen on Holman Hill, the
sewer is functioning now on Overbrook and Pine
Orchard Roads. At the last Board meeting Supervisor
Belden stated that the "County Engineer has
addressed all the problems we had last winter" but
acknowledged later that the Town will not take over
the reponsibility of ownership from the County until all
the issues - both legal and physical - are settled. At the
Treatment Plant the lab is being used daily, a new sign
has been installed and a roof will be put over the
process building- all paid through the grant....js

HAGUE REAL ESTATE

SPORTSMEN'S SHOW

One property on Lakeshore Drive with lake
rights came on the market and was sold in days. Other
"For Sale" signs have popped up on the 9N corridor.
Many of them can be viewed on the Real Estate Multiple
Listing website <realtor. com>.
Supervisor Belden mentioned at the last Town
Board meeting that Jim Young wants to meet with the
Town Board about preliminary plans to develop a tract
of land. Any development of this size will have to go
through many layers of approval.
Most of the deeds recorded in Warren County
with reference to Hague properties are transactions for
tax, trust or family reasons and have no dollar value.
The only two new substantial sales were Mattison to
Waters, Decker Hill Rd, $8000; and Crawford to Holst,
New Hague Road, $129,000....js

On May 8th and 9th n'om 9 AM to 5 PM there
will be a Sportsmen's Show at the Hague Fire House
for the benefit of the HVFD. There will be a conces
sion stand, raffies, and exhibits. The admission fee is
$2. Come help support your local frre department.

LOCAL ADIRONDACK ESTATE USED
FOR IllLFIGER SHOOT LOCATION
During the frrst days in April, the home of
Michael and Ann (Shakeshaft) Tobey, Lakeshore Drive,
was the center of bustling activity. A production com
pany fllmed Tommy Hilfiger faWholiday print adver
tisement for European/Japanese release. A crew of over
50 were kept busy with catering (done by the Sagamore
where the crew spent their nights), hair, makeup,
wardrobe, models (12 in all), photographers and produc
tion activities. Several vans were on the property with
the overflow of cars parked on Dodd Hill Rd. With over
cast skies and chilly weather, blankets from Walmarts
were quickly sold out. Also adding to the local economy
were purchases at Aubuchon Hardware. Although one
crew member was overheard lamenting the lack of a
Trader Joe's, the crew made do with snacks from Tops
and other local markets. Cindy Floor Shakeshaft was
the onsite coordinator for the Tobeys and her husband,
Cris, used his carpentry magic to transform the boat
house into a location suitable for the HiJfiger shoots ....js
TICONDEROGA CARTOON MUSEUM
A successful grand opening of the new
Ticonderoga Cartoon Museum was held recently and
three weekly opening times are now available. They are
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 2 -4 PM.
The museum is located on the lower floor of the
Ticonderoga Community Building on Montcalm St.
Special exhibits are planned. Cartoonists signings and
workshops for students are coming soon, Director Stan
Burdick announced. For further information call 518
543-8824 or e-mail tfguild@capital.net.

TAG SALE TO BENEFIT HVFD
On WJ.3.y 8 a tag sale will be held from 1OAM
4PM at the Mann home, 34 Bayberry Lane, Cape Cod
Village, Hague. The sale will consist of mostly house
hold furnishings. The Manns have graciously planned
to donate the proceeds of this sale to the HVFD.
HAGUE SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB
The March bingo party was a huge success!
Winners were losers and losers were wnmers - a bit of
a twist to the game - and all went home with a prize
and a smile. Everyone had fun and many have
requested a repeat performance.
Once again the Club welcomed another new
visitor - Charlie Antonetti. Per our request he volun
teered information regarding the 55 Alive Drivel'
Safety Program, for which he is an instructor Plans
are being made to hold a course in June - more next
month.
The Parade Committee is now feverishly plan
ning for the May 29 Memorial Celebration. The Fun
Fest at the Beach is shaping up and promises to be a
real family event. As for the parade, we cUlTently
have four bands committed to march. Our GOD
BLESS AMERICA PARADE may be even larger than
last year's 56 unitsl Don't forget ... prizes will be
awarded this year so start creating - you only have a
few weeks left.
The Committee wishes to thank those who
have already sent in their donation to support the
Memorial Day efforts. We sincel'ely appreciate your
assistance. If you still wish to contribute, please make
your checks payable to THE HAGUE SENIOR CITI
ZENS CLUB PARADE ACCOUNT and mail to the
Community Center, Rt. 8, Hague, NY 12836. Your
help makes this event possible.
April's meeting will be on Tuesday the 27th at
1:30PM at the Community Center. Our speaker this
month will be Linda Benway, Town Animal Control
Officer, presenting a pet care program which should be
beneficial to all seniors and their pets. A reminder to
club members - please bring one item for the Food
Pantry, as we discussed at the last meeting. We will
make this a monthly collection.
Anyone who is 50+ is welcome to attend our
meetings. . . . mp

r---------------------------------------------------------------------__,
A Rabies Clinic will be held at the Hague Fire House on May 17 from 6 - 8 PM
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - 3/24/04

TOWN BOARD MEETING - 4/13/04

The following Zoning Board members were pres
ent: Bruce Clark, Bill Pittman, George lanson, Nelson
Waters and Mary Lou Doulin. Absent were Tina King
and Robert Goetsch.
The Ill'st order of business was a public hearing
for Turnamian (26.18-1-16) VAR 01-04 Lakeshore Drive.
Applicant wishes to add a partial second floor onto an
existing house. A variance will be needed because the
proposed addition will be above a portion of the existing
house located within the required setback dimensions.
The project will result in an 86% increase in floor space.
Discussion was held. Nobody in audience spoke for or
against project. The Turnamians own 56 acres across
9N from the house. They presently have a septic system
on the lake side of the road with the tank in the base
ment of their house. It is felt that with a new septic sys
tem they will be able to accommodate three bed.l'ooms.
Any approval from the ZBA would be contingent on
approval from the Board of Health.
The regular meeting was called to order
at 7:25. Since the chairman and vice-chairman were not
there at the opening of the meeting, Bruce Clark acted
as chairman.
New Business: BOSI (63-1-13) DEV 10-04 VAR
03-04 Lakeshore Drive. Applicant wishes to add an
addition to an existing house. The struct-me is located
on a lawful non-conforming lot. A variance is required
because the proposed addition will result in greater than
25% increase in square footage. There are no issues
with setbacks. The addition would be approximately a
75% increase.
~Business: Turnamian (See above descrip
tion). Planning Board sent recommendations to the
ZBA The impermeable surfaces was an issue. In
accepting the recommendations from the Planning
Board the ZBA added a stipulation that gutters would
be installed and the storm water would be caught in a
dry well so that it would not go into the lake. The proj
ect with the additional recommendations was approved
unanimously.
Reingold (42-1-2)VAR 06-02) Abenakis Dr.,
made a request to vacate stop work order. The appli
cant's attorney requested that the matter be tabled for
60 days and requests Board confirmation. Tne stop
work order will still be in effect and the board will not be
under any time limitation.
The ZBA approved unanimously the new appli
cation forms and processes as outlined by ZEO Bailey.
Bruce Clark has made up a contact list for ZBA
members so that they can be contacted more quickly by
phone or e-mail when necessary...djh

The regular monthly Town Board meeting
began at 6:30 PM with all members present and a
large crowd in attendance. After the Pledge of
Allegiance, a moment of silence was held for Diane
Farinick's mother, Marg Burgey, Kitty Zacharenko's
father, Elaine Frasier, Sheryl Bailey's father, and
Charlie Cooper.
Under public comments Art Steitz inquired
about plans fOI' the parking lots which were discussed
later in the meeting.
Bob Patchett asked the Board if they were still
the lead agency for the Comprehensive Plan and if
there was any specific person working on it.
Councilman Meola moved that the Board appoint a
committee to address the recommendations in the
Plan.
Councilmen Gladu and Bothe of the Town
Board Planning and Zoning Committee will be on the
committee and will come up with more names. Bob
Patchett noted that the Planning Board itseff knows a
lot about the Comprehensive plan and should be
Board Chairman
included in discussions.
Dave Swanson stated that there are certain tasks
already assigned to specific groups in the Plan.
Committees that had reports;
Buildings & Groungs/CQ Councilman Megow report
ed that work is progressing on the installation of the
new computer system. The sewer pump will be
installed soon.
The annual report which was due at the end
of February is almost done and the Board will get a
copy soon. Councilman Meola reported that they have
been talking to vendors to get a better pxice on the
fInancial softw81"'e.
- Councilman Megow reported that the
Highway Department has been collecting garbage and
cleaning up along Town roads. The state has been con
tacted to work on state highway cleanup.
Planning/ZoningiStormwater - Councilman Gladu
announced that ZEO Graham Bailey will be on vaca
tion from April 27th through May 17th. Councilmen
Gladu and Bothe will be available when possible dur
ing that period but residents needing pennits are
urged to obtain them before the 27th.
Councilman Gladu has tested the new Warren
County GIS system to look at properties and compare
them to data sheets. This system is a good tool for the
zoning administrator and assessor and the Town can
get on the system free of charge.
also cited a letter
written by the Lake George Waterkeeper, Chris
Navitsky which commended the Zoning Board of
Appeals for "their deliberation and foresightedness
regarding a decision...requmng stormwater manage
ment controls to be installed on a project.»

Evidence has been found that William Tell and
his family were avid bowlers. However, all the league
records were unfortunately destroyed in a fire. Thus,
we'll never know for whom the Tells bowled.

(Cont. on page 4- Town Board)
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(Town Board, cont. from page 3)
There was also some discussion on the require
ment for a professional engineer to design wastewater
systems but that is not yet part of the town code.
Recreation/Promotion - Councilman Meola reported that
there are 30-31 flower baskets in town and to date dona
tions have been received for 24. Nelson Waters sug
gested that the baskets look good but the neighboring
weeds were a distraction and needed to be removed.
Frank Koenig stated the need for lights at the ends of
the Silver Bay Road. And he received applause from the
audience when he also said that the Board members
needed to speak up so they could be heard during the
meetings.
Sewer District 1 - Discussion was held about the prob
lems with the sewer billing. Councilman Megow noted
that the bill wasn't properly explained and that it would
be best to have some sort of explanation sent out. No
action was taken. (see related article p. 1)
Town ParkJBeautIDcation - Councilman Meola stated
t.hat the three "Lakes to Locks" panels we received last
year will be put up in the next week or so.
Transfer and Recycling - Income for last month was
$2256.50.
Youth- Councilman Meola reported on meeting with
Councilman Gladu and John Turner of the Silver Bay
Association about a summer camp program which will
be held from June 28 July 16. The Silver Bay staff will
explain the program to youth and parents on May 5 at 7
pm. (see related article, p.6) In response to a question
from Dottie Henry, Hague Chronicle editor, .Mr. Meola
said that the program is free to participants but Silver
Bay charges per pupil. The budgeted amount is $3200
with $1600 coming from NY State and the other $1600
from the Town Bow'd.
Councilman Meola also reported that the Music
in the Park summer series is almost ready and that a
Warren County Youth Fair will take place on Aug 7th in
Warrensburg. More information will be sent out.
School - Councilman Gladu reported on the School
Board budget review held here on April 6th with only a
handful of residents from Hague in attendance. The '03
'04 budget shows a 9.79% increase in spending which
will result in a 17.84% increase in the tax levy. There
w-e increases in mandated expenses for salaries, insur
ance, and retirement with a corresponding decrease in
state aid. The vote on the school board and budget will
be held on May 18th.
Councilman Meola reiterated his request for a
report from the Tax Committee and Councilman Gladu
handed the report to each Board member.
Unfinished business
Councilman Megow reported on the latest pro
posal from Casella Waste Management to run the
Hague Transfer Station starting on June 1, 2004. They
will pay $500 per month rent for the facility and will
rent the containers and back hoe. Residents won't have
to do any sorting - all recyclables can be put together 

and there is no charge if you bring them at the same
time as disposing of waste (garbage). Residents will
use their own bags and pay for disposal at the
Transfer Station. The Hague bags will be honored
until July 1st. No yard waste may be deposited.
Councilman Bothe noted that Hague is classi
fied only as a transfer station and some of what has
been collected in the past is against regulations. He
also explained that we have not generated enough
recyclables to make it cost effective. He mentioned
that we also don't have any storage area so that when
items that we accept get wet, they just get heavier and
the Town has to pay for the added weight when they
are shipped to Rutland for fIDal disposal.
Several residents including Art Belden, Peter
Foster and Dave DeFranco expressed frustration with
the proposal and although no other bids were request
ed (due apparently to lack of garbage contractors in
the area) the Casella contract to start June 1 was
approved 4 1. Councilman Gladu voted against, cit
ing the need to clarifY the issues of yard waste, Clean
Up Day and Sunday access. Councilman Megow has
indicated the Tt-ansfer Station hours will be: During
July and August On Sunday from 12 noon to 6 PM;
Wednesday from 10 AM to 6 PM; Saturday from 8 AM
to 4 PM. During the other months - On Sunday from
12 noon to 3 PM; Wednesday from 12 noon to 4 PM;
Saturday from 9 AM to 4 PM.
The next item of discussion was the Town
parking lots. A landscape and stormwater plan is
being prepared by CIn-is Navitsky. The Town will
work on the site of the old Town Hall next to the
Baptist Church first and then on the site of the old
school bus parking lot next to the Wesleyan Church
(where buried gas tanks need to be removed), These
two lots will be lined and marked and regulations
posted. Passenger vehicle parking only will be
allowed and no parking will be allowed from 2 AM to
5 AM to prevent overnight parking.
The Town Park Summer schedule was pre
sented. rilie Board approved an hourly wage of $7.35
for the park attendants who will see that the flower
baskets and gardens are tended, fees collected and
regulations enforced. There will be one attendant on
duty for the Memorial Day weekend (May 29,30,31)
and on the fll'st four weekends in June from 7 AM to 3
PM. From June 28 through September 5 the hours
will be from 7 AM to 3 PM on weekdays and from 7
AM to 5 PM on weekends with two attendants rotat
ing hours. The lifeguards (Kaitlyn Pote, Andrew
Trombley and alternate, Kate Bosi) will be at the
beach from 10 AM 6 PM daily from July 2 through
September 5. The Visitor Center will be staffed from
10 AM - 4 PM from July 2 through September 4.
Applications for the positions of Park
Attendants and Visitor Center staff should be sent in
immediately to the Community Center.
(Town Board con't on p. 5)
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(Town Board cont. from page 4)
A Park Committee recommendation to increase
the launch fees from $10 to $20 was not approved.
The Board approved the lowest proposal ($4200)
to sand the community center floor. They also approved
carpet replacement in the Town Clerk's office and paint
ing of the visitor center.
Councilman Meola moved and Supervisor
Belden seconded a motion to approve the proposal by
Virginia Westbrook relative to the Clifton West
Museum. It was approved with no discussion. The
Hague Chronicle later obtained a copy of the proposal
which describes a three part effort by Ms. Westbrook
which will create a "Master Plan" for which the fee is
$3000.
(By 8:40 PM, the original large audience had
dwindled down to 9 people.)
Communications & Petitions;
No communications were read or acknowledged.
Nlilw Business:
The Board delegated the free Clean Up Day pro
cedures to Highway Superintendent Don Smith.
Residents can bring non-process items they want to get
rid of to the highway garage on June 7th and 8tlL No
white goods, tires, batteries or c & d will be accepted.
The Highway Department will pick up items from
Seniors who request it.
The Board approved:
1) Resolution #47 which supports the elimination of the
Sunset ProvisioIlB of the Local Government Records
Management Improvement and Cultural Education
Fund in order to make the programs permanent
2) Resolution #48 which is the warrant for collection of
sewer fees for 2004
3) Resolution #49 which appoints Debbie Manning as a
:Ma.rriage Officer
4) Resolution #50 which authorizes the Memorial Day
Parade on May 29, 2004
5) A request for the use ofthe Community Center for the
Antique Show on July 17 and 18, 2004
6) Dan Belden as the contact person for the distribution
of funds from the bed tax
7) To pay for two Hague counselors ($925 each) for the 5
week Ticonderoga summer camp. Students from Hague
may attend for free.
Supervisor's report:
.
Jim Young wants to set up a meeting with the
Town Board about subdividing a piece of property.
A representative from AFLAC insurance is get
ting information to Town employees and Board mem
bers. The assessor is aware of the May 15th date to fIle
a fmancial disclosure.
The meeting adjourned after 3 hours at 9:25 PM
(with 6 people in the audience left)....js

The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting in
line for.

PLAm\"ING BOARD - 4/1104
The Planning Board met with Peter Foster
absent. Site reviews were scheduled for Kanis (60.17
1-12), 57 Oneida Drive, to add a deck and gazebo;
Delarm (30-1-3), 9813 Graphite Mt. Rd, to add a stair
way; Keating (43.05-1-3), Graphite Mt. Rd, to add
stairs and a gazebo; and Werner (93.8-1-4), Lakeshore
Dr, to add a deck.
Bob Patchett spoke to the Board for their guid·
ance about conversion of tourist accomodations to sin
gle family homes. In the Bolton area, the old tourist
cabins are being torn down and replaced by homes on
lots of appropriate size. Mr. Patchett envisions keep·
ing most of the current log homes on the Trout House
Village property and selling the interiors but having an
association maintain the exterior areas.
PLANNING BOARD - 4/14/04
The Planning Board met with Rolly Allen
absent. At a well-attended public hearing plans for
Frasier (25.2-1-2), West Hague Road and Benway (2-1
22), New Hague Road were discussed. Richard Frasier
plans to construct a commercial building on his prop
erty for work on trucks. Concerns of visual impact,
environment and landscape screening were addressed.
Linda Benway plans to build and maintain a cremato
riam for small animals. Both proposals were unani·
mously approved.
The requests by Kanis, Delarm, Keating and
Werner (see above) were all approved.
Two requests have been referred to the Zoning
Board of Appeals. The plan by Simunek (12.18-1-29.2)
to sell a portion of his lot to an adjoining property
owner was referred with a recommendation against
approval. The request by Bosi (63-1-13) for an addition
was referred with no recommendation.
A site visit will be conducted for Aldrich (42-1
28.2), Dodd Hill Rd. The applicant wishes to construct
a house w'ithin 100 ft of a stream. There are wetlands
on the property and it is in review by the APA.
RURAL CARRIERS

N~EDED

The Hague Post Office needs part-time and
subsitute rural letter carriers. For USPS information
see <www.usps.comiemployment> or see Postmaster
Jackie Fort.
MEALS· ON-WHEELS

Volunteer drivers are needed to deliver Meals·
On-Wheels. Anyone able to help out, please call Mary
Jo Keeler at 543·8165.

The real art of conversation is not only to say the right
thing at the right time, but also to leave unsaid the
4/04
wrong thing at the tempting moment.
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HAGUEYOUTHS~RPROGR~1

Town of Hague Youth Committee will be
offering a recreational and cultural program this sum
mer to all 9-15 year old children. The program will be
held at Silver Bay Association Campus from June 28 to
July 16 inclusive from 8:30AM to 11:30AM. Activities
will include wall climbing, boating, hiking, arts and
crafts, archery, library skills and other recreational and
cultural activities.
Registration for the "Silver Camp" is required.
Sign up by May 14, 2004 by calling the Community
Center at 543-6161. Silver Bay Staffmembers will be at
the Hague Community Center on May 5, 2004 from 7
8PM to explain the program. Further questions may be
directed to Rudy Meola, Youth Committee Chairman.
The Town of Hague and the New York State
Youth Bureau sponsor this program.
WARREN COUNTY YOUTH FAIR
On August 7, 2004 Cornell Cooperative Ext. will
sponsor the Warren County Youth Fair to be held in
Warrensburg. Games and contests will be held through
out the day. Prizes and ribbons will be awarded to all
fIrst, second and third place winners.
The Town of Hague is encouraging all the
Town's youth to attend this program.
The Town of Hague is considering providing
transportation to and from this event if registration
warrants sending a bus.
Please register and sign up by calling the
Community Center at 543-6161 by May 3, 2004. For
further questions call Rudy Meola.
TI FESTIVAL GUILD BEGINS NEW SEASON

This year the Ti Festival Guild celebrates its
25th anniversary of bringing good music to the area.
This year is also the town of Ticonderoga's Bicentennial
and the Guild has scheduled some great programs for
Tuesday evenings in Ticonderoga.
Opening night celebration and concert will be
held on July 6 at 8PM with the Woods Tea Company
returning for another evening of music and humor in
their fourth appearance here. The annual fInger food
buffet will be featured that evening. On July 13 Too
Human, a trio new to the area will present jazz, blues
and original songs. Christmas will be celebrated on July
20 as the Racing City Chorus returns to Ticonderoga.
The barbershop singing group will present their original
adaptation ofA Christmas Carol. Road to the Isles will
bring Celtic song and dance to the stage on July 27.
The group consists ofthree musicians, a Scottish dancer
and an Irish step dancer. On August 3 Chris LaPointe
and his partner share the spotlights in an evening of
folk music with Loose Monkeys. To close the season,
songster Susan Trump will bring her song stylings to
the stage.
The Children's Arts Trek, presented free of

charge to area cJ.-...ildren and families on Wednesdays at
10:30AM, will start the season with the children's
favorite, a puppet show.. Dan Butterworth will bring
his marionettes to the stage for a presentation on July
7. On July 14 the Seagle Colony will present Mozart's
Magic Flute followed by Rick Adams and his madcap
humor and zany songs to expose the audience to
"Sound Choices". Road to the Isles, having performed
on July 27, will follow with a performance for Arts
Trek on July 28. Inspired by the Ticonderoga
Bicentennial, "Colonial Life" will be lived on stage by
Kitty Jones of Kit's Kaboodle on August4. The fInal
program on August 11 will be Susan Trump with songs
that tell stories. All the above events will be held
under the tent on the community building lawn.
Other events under the tent include the Gospel
Hymn Sing on June 29, an Auction and Sale on July
24, an Open :Mike Night on August 17 and a
Community Band Concert to be announced later.
The membership drive will continue from now
through the summer season. Many supporters, both
individual and business, are needed in order to present
the free children's programs. Those wishing to help
continue this worthwhile project may send contribu
tions to the Ticonderoga Festival Guild, PO Box 125,
Ticonderoga, NY 12883.
Season tickets may be ordered NOW, as you
send your membership donation. Early-bird price is in
effect until May 1; season ticket costs $45. Individual
tickets may be used on any evening in any combina
tion. After May 1, the price is $50.
BESTECO~TTEEEXTENDSTHANEB

The Beste Steering Committee currently consists of
Sal Santaniello, Kathy Santaniello, Dan Belden, Margaret
DelSignore and Tom James. They would like to thank all
those who so generously sent in donations to the Best
Scholarship Fund 01' helped during the Scholarship weekend.
They cited JoAnne DeFranco who donated embroidered t
shirts and the Hague Volunteer Fire Department for donat
ing the proceeds of their breakfasts.
The list of those who have supported the
Scholarship efforts consists of: Sheryl and Graham Bailey,
The Barry Family, Katherine M. Barton, Seddon and Jim
Beaty, Bruno and Dorothy Brauner, Joanne and John
Brown, The Buck Family, Karin and Jack Close, Mr & Mrs.
Anthony Cook, The Crabbs Family, Jane and Gerald
Crammond, Winston and Susan Disbrow, Frank and Ann
Fowler, Tim and Michele Gautreau, Rod and Norma Geer,
Ginny and John Geils, Chuck and Char Gosselillk, Jules and
Gale HaIm, Dorothy J. Henry, Ruth Huestis, Tom James,
Valerie Lawrence, Patricia and Robert Mangino, Philip and
Norma Mann, Daniel and Ann McGowen, Lu Megow,
Graham and Petey Michael, Anne & Chris Parlin, Mrs. R.
Parmley, Brian & Beverly Sana, Sal & Kathy Santaniello,
Dick & Mary Sharp, Tighe & Carter Sullivan, Kathleen
Hudak Torrey, George M. Traver, Nancy Y. Trombley, Trout
House Village, John & Vicki Turner, Donna J. Wotton and
Joel Wright.
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SOUNDINGS

TI HI SCHOOL 4TH PERIOD HONOR ROLL

BORN: A boy, David Thomas LaPointe, to Christina
Lawrence and Thomas LaPointe, Ticonderoga,on April 1
in the Snuggery at the Glens Falls Hospital. Maternal
grandparents are Wanita (Lawrence) and John
Blanchard and paternal grandmother is Virginia
LaPointe, Ticonderoga.

The following Hague students are listed on the
4th Marking Period Honor Roll for the 4th Marking
Period:
12th Grade - First Honors - Matthew Frasier, Thomas
Haskell, Monica Sitts
Second Honors - Nikki Cole, Michael Michela
11th Grade - Second Honors - Danielle Connors, Joshua
Frasier, Aren Laundree, Maw'een Palait, Wyatt
Peterson, Richard Zacharenko
lOth Grade - First Honors - Andrew Trombley
Second Honors - Sarah Bissell, Michelle Coffin
9th Grade - First Honors - John Breitenbach, Akashia
Swinton, Kacheena Trudeau
Second Honors - Stephanie N aat

ENGAGED: Lindsay A. Frasier, daughter ofNlr. & Mrs.
Richard A. Frasier, Hague, to Michael Mydlarz, son of
Nlr. & Mrs. Michael Mydlarz, Mineville.
DIED: Harold Blase, 80, Scotia, NY, on February 4,
2004. He is survived by his wife Helen and two daugh
ters, including Sheryl Bailey, Hague.
DIED: Sam Vogel, Delray Beach, FL and Hague, };'Yon
March 16th in Florida. Besides his wife, Janice, he is
survived by his two sons, Samuel W., Long Island
Kenneth R., Hague and
Burlington, VT and two
granddaughters.
DIED: Margaret Burgey, former resident of Hague in
Ogdensburg, NY on March 19, 2004. Marg and her late
husband Chuck were proprietors of
Beachside
Motel and Cave in Hague for many years.
DIED; Elaine Lillian (Piantadosi) Frasier, 82, Graphite
Mt. Rd., Hague, on April 9, 2004 at the Interlakes
Health Center in Ticonderoga. Survivors include her
son, S. Richard Frasier & wife Edna, four grandchildren,
Jessica, Lindsay, Lucas and Matthew.
DIED: Charles E. R. Cooper, 82, Graphite Road, Hague
on April 13 in the Glens Falls HospitaL He is survived
by his wife, Wilma, four sons and 10 grandchildren and
2 great-grandchildren.
DIED: Norma Mann, 81, wife of Pilil Mann, in
Clearwater, FL. Besides her husband, she is survived by
three daughters, Carol, Margie and Sue and eight
grandchildren. The Manns have been longtime summer
residents of Hague with homes in Arcady Bay Estates
and Cape Cod Village.

CORRECTION: In last month"s issue of this paper,
(March 04), we wrote an article on Tracy Bolton's
deployment to Germany ss part of the 458th GH Army
Reserve Unit. We are embarrassed to say that we used
the wrong title for Tracy. She is Cpt. (Captain) Bolton,
not Cpl as we stated. We regret the error.

SUMMER BOAT·BUILDING PROGRAM
A two-week summer Boat Building Adventure
Trip at Camp Chingachgook YMCA is being offered to
participants ages 13-16 from August 1 - 13. Participants
will spend the fIrst seven days at the camp on Lake
George learning and building their craft under the guid
ance of two adult trip leaders and a master builder. The
days paddling their boats on a
group spends the last
trip through the Saranac River system. Participants
keep their canoes at the end of the program. Each boat
is close to 14 feet in length, weighs about 35 lbs. and is
constructed with hand tools. Individual builders all dif
fer in ability and patience, and their pm'sonalities are
strongly represented by the fmal product.
The summer Boat Building Adventure Trip, now
in its filth year, has several enrollment spaces still avail
Interested participants
should contact
able.
Chingachgook YMCA at 518-656-9462, Ext 12. For fur
ther info. contact Mark Erler, Adventure Director, Camp
Chingachgook YMCA Outdoor Center, 1872 Pilot Knob
Road, Kattskill Bay, NY 12844.
MAY FRIEl\J"TISIDP DAY 2004
Church Women United will hold its annual
Friendship Day at the Hague Fire House on Friday, May
7 at 10 AM. The theme of the day will be "In Faith,
Women Shape the Future through Friendship."
Barbara Epley-Shuck, President of NYS Church
Women United, will be the guest speaker. Her topic will
be about Palestinian-Israeli friendships, their spirituali
ty and struggle for peace.
A catered lunch will follow the program. It is
necessary to register by April 30th by sending a check for
$10 payable to Church Women United to Mary Lou
Monda, 2334 Black Point Road, Ticonderoga, 12883. For
further information call Nan at 585-4004 or Nita at 543
8899.

Peace starts with a smile.
4/04
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NATURE NEWS
By Nancy Wotten Scarzello
Spring Ephemerals
It wasn't long after the ice had gone out and the
last patches of snow had melted from the yard when the
first flowers poked their sunny heads up to let us know
that spring was indeed on its way. The little yellow dan
delion-like flowers of Coltsfoot appear before the leaves
that emerge a few weeks later giving it the common
name "Son-before-the-Father". You will notice it flower
ing in roadside ditches where it thrives in the moist
gravelly soil and later, after the flowers have gone to
fluffy seeds and blown away, the large rounded heart
shaped leaves that resemble the print of a colt's foot will
take their place, greening up the roadside.
Spring Ephemerals, the flowers that appear for
a fleeting time and then disappear often before leaves
have unfurled in the trees, offer some of the most beau
tiful flowers of the woodland. They are the rU"St to
emerge in the warm sunny days of spring, while the
trees are bare and the sunlight can reach the forest
floor. Quickly producing their leaves to begin photosyn
thesis, and their flowers opening to attract and feed the
fIrst pollinators, they rapidly go to seed and store up as
much energy in their roots below ground to supply them
until the following spring when they perlorm this accel
erated reproductive cycle once again. By the time the
leaves on the trees have unfurled and the majority oftha
sunlight no longer reaches these plants, they have com
pleted their cycle and often die back and disappear until
next spring.
During the first weeks of May we can fmd both
the large White Trillium and the deeper Red Trillium in
moist places in the woods, alongside the Jack-in-the
Pulpit and Spring Beauties whose tiny pink and white
starry flowers can easily go unnoticed. Bloodroot,
named for its blood-red sap in the roots, has a beautiful
pure white blossom that is surrounded by a single large
scalloped leaf that curls around it in a protective cylin
der until it is ready to bloom. Hepatica has pink, pale
blue, lavender or white blossoms that shimmer in the
slightest breeze and Trout Lilies, whose single golden
yellow trumpets dangle a mere six inches above the
green and brown mottled leaves (resembling a trout!)
can carpet the forest floor and then by mid-summer
leave not a trace that they were ever there.
Some of my favorite wild edibles are in their
window of oppOliunity for picking. Wild Leeks will form
huge colonies where their large flat strappy leaves sig
nal the pungent bulbs to dig below. These can be added
to soups, stews and stir-fries in small quantities because
they are so strong in flavor. But I must admit my
favorite food of spring has got to be fiddleheads, the
unfurled fronds of the Ostrich Fern (make sure you
properly identifY these since other ferns are inedible).
Found along streambeds or other moist places, the green

fiddleheads are covered with a coppery sheath easily
rubbed off and rinsed away before cooking. Blanch in
boiling water for 5 minutes, then drain the bitter water
and saute the fiddleheads in a little butter for a fabu
lous treat that some say is like a cross between aspara
gus and artichoke, but most agree is delicious. Serve
these alongside stuffed Morel mushrooms that appear
when the Trout Lilies bloom and you have a meal that
is served in many rme restaurants but tastes undeni
ably better when served on your grandmother's dishes
in your own home. Light a few candles, put on some soft
music and celebrate the arrival of Spring.
WEATHER NEWS
by Mary Lou Doulin

The last half of March Mother Nature did what
she usually does. She cleaned house, especially on
Sunday the 21 st. We experienced wild winds as old
leaves and dead limbs were knocked off trees and
swirled across lawns anp. biways. We had some sprin
kles, drizzle and even fog, but rainfall was scat'ce. By
the 26th the air was notably dirty, but that night a
cleansing rain occurred. The Nature of springtime with
its altered states was exemplified on the night of April
4th to 5th when a wind and snowstorm occurred By
midday the snow had vanished and on Tuesday the 6th,
temperatures were a balmy 60 degrees. Rainfall is 3-4
inches less than normal.
The seagulls were scouting for smelt on Succor
Brook (Hague Brook) but contrary to the old days not
too many smelt were running on the 16th. Must be the
delta at the mouth of the brook is preventing them from
spawning.
It has been a cool, danlp spring but on April
19th the temperatures reached 83 degrees .
LATE BREAKING NEWS· 4/20/04
SCHOOL: The Hague Chronicle has just received the
names of the candidates running for the Ticonderoga
School Boro'd. Donna Shaw Van WITt, Friends Point
a.nd Jay Wilson, incumbent, 23 Frasier Lane are Hague
residents who have flied petitions. Also running from
Ticonderoga are Mark Russell, Robert Palandrani, Jr.,
Paula Besson, Ronald Ryan and incumbent Gary Davis.
The vote on the candidates and the $13,329,899 school
budget will be held from 12 noon to 8 PM on May 18th.
TOWN: The Town Board today accepted a bid for
$58,970 for a Jolm Deere backhoe.
LOCAL: Craig Merrell, Dockside Landing, has received
a modification to his marina permit to add a towing
service. The "yellow sea-tow boat" will rill a void caused
by lessened "good samaritan" aide and regulations pro
hibiting the LGPC patrols to tow.
4/04

-10
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR APRIl/MAY 2004
April
22 Zoning Board of Appeals - 7PM
27 Senior Citizens Club meeting - 1:30PM
28 Extra Helping Distribution

May
3 HVFD meeting
6 No Planning Board this month
8-9 Sportsmen's Show, HVFD 9am-5pm
page 2)
10 Senior Bus to Glens Falls
11 Town Board Meeting 6:30PM
11 Final Hearing on School Budget - 7 PM - THS
12 Elementary School Spring Concert 7PM

I

17
17
17
18
18
19
20
20
25
25
27

Chamber of Commerce meeting
Hague Historical Society meeting - 7:30PM
Rabies Clinic - Firehall - 7·9PM
Fish and Game Club meeting
School Board budget & election of members
Blood P-.cessure Clinic - 1-2PM at Comm. Ck
Middle School Spring Concert - 7PM
Carillon Garden Club - 11AM at COmIn. Ctr.
Senior Citizens Meeting
Board of Assessment Review
Zoning Board of Appeals - 7PM

Transfer Station Hours thru May 31
WED - SUN 9 AM - 5 PM

'W.flI.!Ji:JYE2(J!/J] LOJ{I£L'Y51S .9L CLOU'lJ
By 'Wi{{iam 'WordSworth

Iwatufered fcndy as a cfotuf
'lftat ffcats on high 0 er vafes andhilfs,
'When a{{ at once I saw a crowrL
.9L fwst ofgoUen cfafjoaifs:
'BesUfe the fa/(g" Beneath the trees,
'F{uttering and dancing in the Breeze.

rrFte waves besUfe them danced; But they
OutdU the sparkJing waves ingfee: -
.9L poet couU not but be gay
In such ajocund companYi
I gazed --atufgazed--f5ut fittfe tfwught
'What wea{th the show to me fiac{ Brought.

Continuous as the stars that shine
.9Lnd twinf(fe on tlU milky way,
rrFtey stretchea in never-ending fine
iI/long the margin of a Bay:
Ten tliousatufsaw I at a gfance;
Tossing their lieadS in spriglit{y dance.

'For oft, when on my coucfi I fie
In vacant or in pensive mood;
rrFtey ffash upon that inwara eye
'Wliich is the 6{iss of sofitudei
.9Lndthen my Jieart with pCeasure fiUs,
.9Lnd cfances witli the dafjoails.

J

THE HAGUE CHRONICLE is published
on or about the 20th of each month by
volunteers and supported by contribu
tions from its readers. Send news items
to Editor DOROTHY HENRY, 151 New
Hague Road, Hague, NY 12836-2605 by
the 12th of each month. Send yearly tax
deductible contributions to THE HAGUE
CHRONICLE, P. O. BOX 748, Hague,
NY 12836·0748.
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