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Holy Week at COTT

4/1
Judy Willson

Palm Sunday

4/8
Kelly Evans
4/12
Pat Williams
4/13
James Hubbard
4/14
Matthew & Sarah
Holsapple

Mia & Sophie Webdell, daughters
of visiting preacher Deaconess
Valerie Webdell, assisted as bell
ringers for the choir’s anthem.

4/25
Gordon & Rachel
DelChamps
4/26
Robin Heiser
Visiting Preacher for Palm Sunday was Deaconess Valerie Webdell.
She is the daughter of Jim & Judy Hubbard.

Easter Sunday

Did we miss your birthday
or anniversary?
Please call the
Parish Office.

(more photos on p. 5)
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My Dear Friends in Christ,
Last Saturday I joined with a hundred or so members of the Frederick area
community in the celebration of a common cause: a ribbon-cutting ceremony
dedicating the new Emergency Family Shelter. A project of the Religious Coalition, the Shelter will serve as a year-round haven for homeless families with
immediate needs. It’s a comfortable, safe place where people can share a
meal or bathe or just rest, a home-like environment where school children can
read and study, and where parents can gather their strength and their hope.

From the
Rector’s
Desk

The ceremony was held in the newly renovated house and former Methodist
parsonage in south Frederick. We were black, white, and brown, women and
men, city and county officials, clergy and lay persons from different faith traditions and many different walks of life. Yet we all shared a common vision, a
common desire: that this house should be a place of physical refreshment and
spiritual renewal, a place of peace for struggling lives.
What struck me most by the occasion was the excitement of those who attended. Yet It was a joy felt for the sake of others. We were standing in rooms in
which we would not dwell, in a place we would not call home. Still we were as
happy for its future occupants as we would be for ourselves in similar circumstances. It was as if we could imagine the experiences they would know, could
feel the comfort of a soft bed, the pleasure of soap and water, the simple reassurance of food.
What those gathered last Saturday were exercising--although probably unaware of it--was the virtue of compassion, the empathetic leap of mind and
heart that puts us into “another’s shoes” (as the saying goes), allowing us to
walk within another’s life-journey. Rather than something that goes against
our natures, compassion is, as theologian Karen Armstrong notes, “natural to
human beings.” It calls us to think first in human terms over and against tribal
ones (those loyalties we owe to country, creed, or kin). Compassion makes us
finally people of the world.
While I’m writing this, the terrorist attacks in Brussels, Belgium have taken
place, leaving over thirty persons killed and hundreds injured. Nothing could
be more antithetical to human compassion, human concern, than such heartless, savage acts. And yet, in the midst of the carnage, under the weight of
sorrow, the citizens of Brussels--through vigils and street-side memorials, in
countless words and works of solidarity and love--have already shown how
much they care about their fellow human beings, how much the suffering of
some has become the suffering of all.
The people of Brussels are not defeated; nor should we be. As we seek to end
this scourge of terrorism, we cannot abandon our strongest and most formidable God-given gift--our sense of common humanity, our natural instinct for
compassion. It is what make us who are, the core of our moral being. And
something no act of madness, no campaign of hatred can ever take away from
us. Unless we let it.
Many Blessings,

Fr. Gordon+
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February Outreach Meeting Notes

Memorial Hall Renovation Update
The Vestry voted to have
Lancaster Craftsman Builders, Inc., prepare
preliminary plans and drawings for the future
renovation of Memorial Hall. The Vestry will
begin reviewing these plans in the coming
weeks as they are available, and will participate in discussions with the builder.
I met with Mr. Lancaster and gave him the list
of items that the congregation wished to see
included in the renovation - the items that
were mentioned at our cottage meetings. I
also met with Joe Hines from Lancaster Builders who has made a preliminary examination
and measurement of Memorial Hall, and who
will be making "as-built" drawings of the Hall.
Conceptual floor plans, changes, and cost estimates will follow.
We have issued a check for this preliminary
work and have agreed to the preparation of
conceptual floor plans, cost estimates and
specifications by Lancaster Craftsman Builders,
Inc. We are not committed to anything beyond this point, and it will be up to the Vestry
to make a decision if this builder will be asked
to go ahead with the actual renovation.
The exterior of Memorial Hall will be evaluated,
and perhaps some repairs and changes may
be needed to the outside of the building before
the actual interior changes can begin, but we
are underway!
Janet Roberts

The first outreach meeting of 2016 was held
on February 8. The committee approved a total of $12000 in donations to organizations
during the meeting.
As in the past, the committee voted to support
the Religious Coalition with quarterly donations
of $1000. Heartly House, which serves Frederick County residents who have been affected
by domestic violence, sexual assault and child
abuse, received $2000 to support their work.
The Middletown Foodbank received $1000 to
purchase hams for Easter. Seed of Life, Inc.
requested and received $3000 for seeds and
starter plants.
Outside Frederick County, St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, Flint, Michigan, received $5000 to support their ministries in response to the water
crisis in their community. St. Paul’s was designated by the Diocese of Eastern Michigan to
receive funds in response to the crisis.
The committee discussed a parish activity to
support Heartly House. We will take up a collection of needed items as specified on the
Heartly House website at a later date this year.
In 2015, the committee sent a $5000 donation
to ERICA, the Episcopal Refugee & Immigrant
Center Alliance. The refugee crisis, especially
for Syrians fleeing war in their country, continues to be dire. A special worship service and
parish activity is in planning for May 15, Pentecost Sunday. Further details will be discussed
at the April Outreach meeting.

Senior Warden

Freddie’s
Flyin’

Congratulations to Freddie Roberts
for his 7th place finish in the State
Indoor Track Pole Vault.
His winning vault cleared 12 feet.
Freddie also received Honorable
Mention on the FNP “Frederick’s
Best” High School All-County Boys
Indoor Track Team.
Great job Freddie!
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The House of Bishops of The Episcopal Church,
meeting in retreat in March, unanimously approved
the following Word To The Church.

APRIL 2016

THE COLUMBARIUM AT THE
CHURCH OF THE TRANFIGURATION

A Word to the Church
Holy Week 2016

“We reject the idolatrous notion that we can ensure
the safety of some by sacrificing the hopes of others.”
On Good Friday the ruling political forces of the
day tortured and executed an innocent man. They
sacrificed the weak and the blameless to protect
their own status and power. On the third day Jesus
was raised from the dead, revealing not only their
injustice but also unmasking the lie that might
makes right.
In a country still living under the shadow of the
lynching tree, we are troubled by the violent forces
being released by this season’s political rhetoric.
Americans are turning against their neighbors, particularly those on the margins of society. They seek
to secure their own safety and security at the expense of others. There is legitimate reason to fear
where this rhetoric and the actions arising from it
might take us.
In this moment, we resemble God’s children wandering in the wilderness. We, like they, are struggling to find our way. They turned from following
God and worshiped a golden calf constructed from
their own wealth. The current rhetoric is leading us
to construct a modern false idol out of power and
privilege. We reject the idolatrous notion that we
can ensure the safety of some by sacrificing the
hopes of others. No matter where we fall on the
political spectrum, we must respect the dignity of
every human being and we must seek the common
good above all else.
We call for prayer for our country that a spirit of
reconciliation will prevail and we will not betray our
true selves.

Palm Sunday Choir
Dinner
Members of the COTT
choir and their spouses enjoyed a Palm
Sunday brunch at
Alexander’s in Buckeystown. They were
joined by Deaconess Valerie Webdell and her
daughters, her parents Jim & Judy Hubbard, and
Fr. Gordon

A Columbarium is a vault in which are placed
urns containing a deceased's cremated remains
or ashes. Throughout Church history, burial of
the dead in a sacred space has been a common
practice. There is the desire, by keeping one's
earthly remains in or near a church, to continue
to be part of the great Communion of Saints of
both the living and the dead. In recent years,
environmental and economic factors have made
a Columbarium a respectful, meaningful choice
for inurnment when a nearby cemetery is not
available or affordable.
The Church of the Transfiguration has erected
a Columbarium within our Memorial Garden
which is behind the church and is accessible for
prayer and gatherings of remembrance. Past
church members and relatives are presently
inurned there. Further information about The
Church of the Transfiguration's Columbarium,
funeral planning, inurnment or flower memorial
placement may be obtained by speaking to the
Rector or by calling the Church Office.
If you would like to place fresh flowers in one
or both of the vases on either side of the Columbarium, please call the Church Office to be
sure there is not a conflict for that day or week.
You may reserve a week, beginning on a Sunday and ending on a Saturday, with the exceptions of Holy Week and Easter Week. Flowers
should be removed at the end of the week so
that the vases may be used by someone else.
The flower vases will not be in use from the
end of November through February since temperatures during those months can freeze water placed in the vases and crack the liners.

“The Mountain Herald” is the Church of the Transfiguration newsletter and is published monthly
from September through June. It is distributed on or about the last day of each month.
If you have any ideas or suggestions for items to be included in the next newsletter (June edition),
please send them to the editor at Marusiaz1@comcast.net.
The next deadline for submissions will be Friday, April 22.
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More Easter Photos

The Altar & FlowerGuilds did an
outstanding job of
creating a beautiful
atmosphere for our
Easter worship.

Many thanks for the creative effort of
Betsy Hillringhouse who made the wreath that adorns
the Narthex window.

Junior Warden's Corner
Each month I will be showing small or large projects in
the church, parish hall or rectory that need addressing.
This month the focus is on the exterior NW side of Memorial Hall which has become covered with green mold.
This can easily be removed by Pressure Washing the
wall.
This project can be done individually or as a team. The
pressure washer is located in the shed and is very easy
to operate. Simply connect it to the water using the
hose, and then plug it in and turn it on. There is a gallon jug of mold remover in the shed if you
would like to pre-treat the walls before starting the pressure washing. If additional help is needed
please feel free to email or call me.
Please use the information below to contact me about this project. Once someone has “claimed” the
project we will try to post that the project has been fulfilled or completed.
Each month we will post a different project that needs completed. Please join in and help the parish
and be part of God's plan for C.O.T.T.
Brad Stoup
Joseph_s_21773@yahoo.com
(301)293-1455
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A Note from our
Minister of Music
I am pleased to share with you that I have had
a composition accepted for publication in May.
I am even getting paid for it. It is a Theme
and Variations for organ based on the hymn
tune "All Creatures of Our God and King". I
was pleased that my professor, Wayne Wold of
Hood College, played it in concert and I am
thrilled to be published. The publication is
called "The Organist's Companion", and consists of mostly original organ pieces useful for
worship services. It is published bi-monthly. I
will play it for Transfiguration sometime this
summer.
~ TRUUKE AMEIGH

Congratulations Truuke!

April Women’s Dinner
The next Women’s Dinner will be held on Tuesday, April 5 at the Peking Gourmet, Evergreen
Square Shopping Center, 5732 Buckeystown
Pike, Frederick, MD (behind Burger King). All
women of the parish are welcome to join in an
evening of good food and lively conversation.
Meet at the restaurant at 6:30 p.m. or carpool
from the church (leaving at 6:15). Questions?
Contact
Marusia
Zearfoss
–
Marusiaz1@comcast.net or 301-371-8704.

Ladies’ Lunch
The COTT Ladies Lunch Group met on Tuesday, March 15 for a St. Patrick's Day affair. Barbara Collins made a delicious "Williamsburg
Peanut Soup". Janet Roberts provided Irish soda bread. Linda Galloway brought a lovely
white cake with fresh strawberries.
The ladies will meet next month on Tuesday,
April 19 at noon in Memorial Hall. All COTT
women are invited to join us for a fun and
friendly time. Please call Linda Galloway (301371-6326) or Sue Wirths (301-644-4274) for
more information.

Tuesday, April 26 - Maryland Primary Election - VOTE!
Democracy is so much more than voting. It is all the work that happens between elections: reform of
healthcare, immigration, gun control, prisons, the countless issues that are on or off the media's A.D.D.
radar. Democracy is community organizing, union organizing, and lobbying for even slight social change.
Democracy is EPF's work of peacemaking — antiwar organizing, nonviolence training, working with partners in oppressed communities ... Christians seek so much more than an end to the war in Iraq and
universal health care and the healing of Mother Earth. We seek first the realm of God. We seek electoral
change and social reforms as the beginnings of that realm. So let us pray and vote, pray and hope, pray
and practice democracy, seeking first, last and always the realm of God.
~ Gary Commins, Diocese of Los Angeles

Once again our church building will be used as a polling place on Election Day. No Morning Prayer.

April 2016
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2
9:30a AA

12:00p AA
7:30p AA
8:30p AA
Rector Vacation

3

4

Healing - both services 9:00a Morning Prayer
8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

12:00p AA

11:15a Hospitality

7:00p Bridge Club

5

6

7

8

9

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

6:30p Women's Dinner

7:30p AA
8:30p AA

PM - AA

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

7:00p B & F
7:00p Bridge Club
7:30p Outreach

7:30p AA
8:30p AA

PM - Chorale & AA

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Deaf Interpreter
Workshop

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p Ladies' Lunch

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

9:30a AA

11:30a Vestry

7:00p Bridge Club

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of
Healing

7:30p Choir

27

28

29

30

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:30a AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of

7:30p Choir

7:30p AA
8:30p AA

PM - Chorale & AA

24

25

26

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

9:00a Morning Prayer

MD Primary Election 9:00a Morning Prayer

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

7:30p AA
7:00p Bridge Club

VOTE!

8:30p AA
Office Closed

Healing
PM - Chorale & AA

6:30p Men's Dinner

VESTRY

Do you have a question about
anything regarding C.O.T.T?
Our Vestry members are here to
help Talk to one of them or
Fr. Gordon any time.

Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Dorothy Beaird

Barbara Collins

Mel Galloway

Bill Spare

Richard Galliher

Jim Hubbard

Marusia Zearfoss

Debbie Knipe

Tony Traini

Janet Roberts – Sr. Warden
Brad Staup – Jr. Warden
Craig Zearfoss – Treasurer
Marsha Burrell - Clerk

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Christian Education for All

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Hospitality
1st Sunday of each month Anointing and Prayers for Healing
follow each service
Morning Prayer - Mon through Friday - 9:00 a.m.
Vespers with Rite of Healing - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

CONTACT US
Church Office Phone Number:
301-371-7505
Rectory Phone Number:
301-371-6227
Church E-mail Address: transfiguration1@verizon.net
For Pastoral Emergencies, Church Members should contact the office at 301-371-7505 or via e-mail
at transfiguration1@verizon.net
Email Rev. Gordon De La Vars at fr.gordoncott@gmail.com
Contact Associate Pastor Rev. Ellen Hurwitz at (301) 293-1514
www.thechurchofthetransfiguration.com

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
PO Box 87
6909 Maryland Avenue
Braddock Heights, MD 21714

