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“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.”
John 16:12

As I write this newsletter article on Holy Trinity Sunday, Jesus’ words
above were from our Gospel reading this morning. I’ve always wondered
what the “many things to say to you” included. Perhaps this cryptic statement of Jesus underlies the reformed faith's foundational statement that
the church is "reformed and always reforming." In the gospel of John, Jesus seemed to be always
hinting at the fact that the truth he proclaimed was larger than that which was comprehended. In
John 10:16 he said, "I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold." Early on the church assumed that he was referring to the mission to the Gentiles that Paul would champion.
In contemporary times, many Biblical scholars have begun to wonder if perhaps this does not apply to our relationship with people of other faiths as well. When Jesus said, "In my Father's house
there are many dwelling places," the seeds were also planted for a broader understanding of how
Christ works in this pluralistic world. When the church seeks to use its understanding of scripture
to resist the inclusion of some category of peoples that have been traditionally excluded from the
community of faith, it has to confront the possibility that such openness may be the nudging of the
Spirit of truth. "When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth...."
Our communities have become more and more diverse. Likewise the religious “landscape” of our
country has also changed dramatically during our lifetimes. Growing up in the suburb of Bexley
where most students were either of the Christian or Jewish faith, it was not until I started college
at Capital University, that I really began to experience more diversity and interacted with people of
different skin colors, cultures, religions, etc. I appreciate learning about other races, cultures and
religions still today.
The story of the Bible is the story of immigration. The history of the world is the story of immigration. Some people have immigrated to seek a better life. Others have fled because of political or
religious persecution or the promise of a better life. For whatever reason people immigrate, the Bible is very clear on our response. In the letter to the Hebrews we hear “Never fail to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some have entertained angels unawares.” This is a biblical principle –
we are to welcome strangers.
As one reads the history of the church, it becomes clear that God is often out ahead of the
church inviting it to open itself to some new need or reality that confronts it. It is hard now to understand the resistance of the church to the concept of democracy on the basis that the Bible only
spoke of kingdoms. It is clear that our understanding of scripture was clouded by a culture that accepted slavery, the separation of those with certain diseases or disorders, or the exclusion of women from positions of church leadership.
Each time the church faces a new challenge, it fears that it may be compromising the faith. Yet,
at the same time, its own faith raises the question of whether not facing the challenge may be resisting the working of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of truth is not something that can be codified and
restricted. "The Spirit blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes" (John 3:8). May we always be receptive to the leading of the
Holy Spirit!

See you in church!
Pastor Robin

Summer Adventures are coming!

Want to do some activities this summer
with your Sunday School classmates and families? Possibilities include horseback riding, putt-putt, bowling, movies, canoeing, bike riding, helping out at a food pantry/First
English, Faith Night at Clippers game, game night, a trip to Mansfield to see their Bible wax museum, etc. Let’s get together briefly after the healing service at church on
June 5th and put a schedule together. If you are unable to attend on the 5th but want
to participate in the activities, please let Pastor Robin know your summer schedule. Any adults who
would be willing to help transport are welcome to attend also.

Women’s Activities
Book Study - The next women's book study meeting is Monday, June 6,
2016, at 7 pm. We will review chapters 18, 19, and 20 and finish Philip Yancey's book, What's So Amazing About Grace. Susan Wolfe will facilitate the
discussion. This will be the last book study until the fall.
Women’s Dinner - On Monday, June 27th, at 6:00 p.m., we will meet at the Olive Garden,
7160 Sawmill Rd., Columbus, (614)792-8181. . Please sign up if you’re interested in attending
and let Pastor Robin know if you need transportation (cell. 937-725-4930).

Change in Financial Secretary

Tracy Farel is our new Financial Secretary along with her
office secretary duties. Please direct all of your questions/concerns about your giving to Tracy.

Healing Service in June.

Our next healing service will be at the end of
worship on Sunday, June 5th. If you would like to participate, just remain in the
sanctuary after our last hymn; otherwise quietly exit during the hymn. In the
rite of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of God that come through
the scientific community nor does it promise a cure. Physical healing may or may
not follow the laying on of hands, prayer, and anointing with oil. Nor does the
lack of a cure reflect a weak faith or the lack of favor with God. Rather, the church offers and celebrates gifts such as these: God’s presence with strength and comfort in time of suffering, God’s
promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love embodied in the community of faith. We encourage
everyone to experience the power of a healing service – we are all broken people in need of some
kind of healing.

Graduates to be Recognized June 12th!

This is a significant moment in the lives of our
young people as they graduate. Please keep our youth in your prayers as they reach one more level in
their maturation and growth. Knowing that you keep them in your prayers will remind them of their
family of faith, and that they always remain a part of our lives as they carry the love of Christ in
their hearts and lives wherever their future takes them, under God’s direction and protective care.
If you know of a member of our congregation who is graduating from high school or college,
nursing school or receiving an honorary degree, please notify the church office by May 29th, giving
us their name and relevant information (e.g., school attended, graduation date, degree field and their
plans for the future, if known).
It is our hope that ALL of our graduates would be recognized but WE DEPEND ON YOU to be
sure to notify us so that no one is missed. WE WOULD ALSO LIKE YOU TO PROVIDE A PICTURE
THAT WE MAY PUT IN THE NARTHEX ON THIS SPECIAL DAY (the picture will be returned).
Pictures may be e-mailed also.
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Kroger Plus Fundraising Information: DID YOU REMEMBER TO REGISTER OR RE

-REGISTER FOR THE 2016-17 YEAR? This annual program restarted April 1st. The 30-day
grace period has expired. At this time, the previous year’s participants have been deleted and only
those that have signed up since April 1 of this year are included as participants. There are instruction sheets in the narthex giving you the information you need to re-register your Kroger Plus card,
designating Fellowship Lutheran as the recipient. If you have problems registering your Kroger card
for the Community Rewards Program, please contact Pastor Robin or the church office. Thank you
so much for participating in this fundraiser! We receive checks quarterly and received over $1,300
last year!
Also our youth continue their recycling fundraiser. There’s a collection box in front of the office
by the paper recycling bin and a smaller one in the narthex.

Gluten Free Communion Wafers are available.

If you have trouble with the regular
communion wafers or with the bread served, please let Pastor Robin know. We do have gluten-free
wafers available. Large print bulletins are available for worship. Please ask the usher for assistance.

If anyone would like a home visit by Pastor Robin,

please let Pastor Robin or Tracy
know so we can get one scheduled. It does not need to be a pastoral emergency...just an opportunity
to get to know you better.

Please welcome new member, Marie Scearce, to our congregation.

Marie is a
first grade teacher at Asbury Elementary in Groveport Madison. She and her fiancé, Philip, a middle school social studies teacher, are to be married this fall.

Attendance Information
Date
Attendance
April 3
95
April 10
71
April 17
83
April 24
66

Date
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
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Attendance
69
100
74
77

— Larry Wiech, President

Administration

But as for me, I trust in you. - Psalm 55:34
I would just like to update the congregation on our loan process. We
have been approved for our loan request of $50,000. Now begins the
loan documentation and closing process. We hope to have money in
hand and be able to begin the work of replacing our HVAC system by
mid to late June. Slightly behind our projection but still on track with
what we presented to the congregation in April. If you have any questions, please see me or Pastor Robin. God bless.

*********************************************************
Guy's night out/Men's breakfast: Guy's night out and men's breakfast are combining for lunch in June. We will meet at Benny's pizza in
Marysville at 11 am on June 11th. Benny's is located at 968 Columbus
Ave, Marysville, OH 43040. If you are interested in going but would like
to share a ride, we can meet at the church at 10:30. If you have any
questions, please see Larry Wiech or Todd Daniels.
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— Todd Engen, Director

Education

Last month I had reported that the weather had changed and we were moving into summer. Well, I guess I
called that one wrong. As I write this, the last day of Sunday School for 2015-2016 is complete and we are
preparing for Teacher Appreciation Sunday and Vacation Bible School.
The Board of Education would like to thank our teachers who have put so much time, effort into the past
year. Even more than that, they have poured a lot of love – love for their students and love of God into their
work. Fellowship has been blessed with a wonderful group of teachers again this year. Most of them are
veterans on our staff. Please offer your thanks to them as you see them at church:
Pre-K to K:

Carol Scantland and Megan Cardimen

1st to 3rd Grades: Pam Crispin and Dianna Roll
4th to 6th Grades: Todd Daniels and Todd Engen
Post-catechism: Missy Hensley
High School:

Bridget Daniels and Pete Cardimen

Adults:

Steve Espe, Larry Wiech, Dave Anderson and Pastor Robin

APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE!

Coming up in a couple weeks is Vacation Bible School . As I mentioned last month, Angela and Dianna
Roll are coordinating our VBS this summer. The dates this year are June 13 to June 16 and we will be doing
it in the evenings again, starting with a meal at 6:00 and going to about 8:15 each evening. The theme for
this year is Submerged! I haven't seen the materials, but one can imagine a number of paths that could take.
Pastor Robin has let the other churches in her Sawmill Ministerium know our dates, so we may have a few
visitors to our church for VBS. It should be a fun week. If you have any questions or would like to be a last
minute add to the staff, please see Angela or Dianna.
As we close out this year, we are also starting to think about next school year. Rally Day will be Sunday
September 11, which is also Helping Hands Sunday. We will probably be doing something in concert with
that event.
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— Liz Allen, Director

Stewardship & Service

“When someone loves you so much that He dies for you, you can trust that any rewards He promises are going to be good.”
― David Servant

This pretty much summarizes everything we as Christians believe, does
it not? There is one really big word in this quote and that is trust. As
Christians we trust in the promises that are made to us through the life,
death and resurrection of Christ. As humans however, we are prone to
worry, doubt and inevitably guilt for our worry and doubt. We want to
put all our trust in God, and most certainly we try, but if things don’t
necessarily go our way, or in our time, we become impatient, and start
to question, “why?” That is not to say that we should sit by idly and just
hope that something will work out, actions should be taken, positive
steps with prayerful thought and consideration.
Such is the case with the situation we found ourselves in as a congregation at the beginning of the year. We found ourselves again with a deficit budget to present and with many known needed repairs needed in the
building. The congregation stepped up with another special offering request and much behind the scenes work was done to determine the cost
of the HVAC repairs and how to best approach that situation. Action was
taken while we trusted that the right thing for our church family would
come to be. The options were presented and now we have received the
good news that our loan will be forthcoming, allowing many needed
items to be addressed. We have always looked at the HVAC situation as
an elephant that couldn’t be eaten, but with so much hard work, connections, knowledge, faith, prayer and yes, trust, the task will be accomplished.
The rewards may not always come in our time, but they always seem to
come at the right time.

Blessings and Peace
Liz Allen
Director, Stewardship & Service
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— Liz Allen

Financial Update

As part of our ongoing commitment to keep the members of the congregation informed on our financial situation, the following summary has been prepared.

Grand Total
Annual amount
$
210,394.00
Expected Giving through 5/15 (19 weeks) $
76,874.73
Actuals through 5/15 (RPT1)
$
80,197.41

Actual gifts received in total are 104% of what was anticipated based on the budget
presented to the congregation in January and the additional pledges for the special
offering.
While on the surface this looks promising, this breakdown reveals concerns as we approach the summer months.
% of giving for those making pledges
# of 2016 commitments completed
special offering complete

86.70%
$ 11,000.00
80.9%
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For the individuals making pledges, 86.7% of the expected amount has been received through 5/15. Two commitments have already been made in full for a total of
$11,000 and 80.9% of the special offering commitments have been received.
Changes in balance in the operating fund for Jan-April are shown below:

If you have any questions feel free to see me after church or send me an email or
text.
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— Mary McDaniel, Director

Worship

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown in the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is
to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit showing yourselves to be my disciples.” (John 15:
5 – 8)
June is the start of summer months - a time of relaxation, contemplation, growth, and nourishment. During the summer, we often slow our pace, take some time to vacation, plant and watch
our gardens grow, and spend time with our families outdoors in the nature that God created.
This season of the church calendar is the longest and last season after Pentecost, continuing
through Christ the King Sunday on November 20. The focus of this season is the work of the
Church in the world, reflecting Jesus’ message to us and our growth in Christ. The color of the
season is green to remind us of that growth and life.
We benefit from nurturing our growth in Christ in the same way we nurture our gardens. How can
we accomplish this? We can do it only by the power of Christ himself. In John 15:4, he says,
“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.” Just as a vine’s branches rely on being
connected to the trunk from which they receive their energy to bear fruit, we depend on being
connected to Him for our spiritual life and the ability to serve Him effectively.
So through this first month of our growth season in the church, think of how that growth will start
to bear fruit. With our connection to Christ, we can make ourselves visible as growing branches
on Christ’s vine. We have many opportunities throughout each day to show our love of Christ to
all the people in our lives.
Dates to remember:
June 5
June 12
August 14

Healing service following worship
Recognition of graduates
Outdoor service at Murphy Park
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— Todd Engen

Mission Interpreter

PAZAPA – Step by Step
Helping Children with Special Needs in Haiti since 1987
Jacmel, Haiti

"Bondye di, fe pa'w, m'ap fe pa'm." – God says, do your part; I'll do mine. Haitian proverb
The last couple months, I've talked about ELCA organizations responding to crises and severe
weather. This month, this very positive oriented item came through my email and it reminded
me of my trip to Haiti. Pazapa is one of the organizations that Mike King, Pastor Jared, and I
visited when we were in Haiti. I get their newsletters occasionally and just received one this
week, so I thought their message was very uplifting.
This month's headline was that they just received four sewing machines donated by the Haitian Timoun Foundation, HTF. Pastor Erin Fisher led the effort to bring the machines straight
down to the center in Jacmel, which was no easy task. HTF is the organization that we went to
Haiti with and was founded by Pastor Rick Barger who is the current President of Trinity
Seminary.
PAZAPA’s mission is to support the treatment, education, and development of children with
special needs, and to integrate them into the community-at-large. PAZAPA means "step by
step" in Haitian Creole, and step by step PAZAPA has been making a difference in the lives
of Haiti’s special needs children since 1987.
PAZAPA says, “We realize that if students want to build on their success at school, they
eventually need to learn a trade. We have begun tailoring classes where Islande Antoine
teaches recent deaf school graduates and some family members how to make dresses, blouses
and shirts. We are also seeking funding to relaunch a cooking school for senior students. Such
programs are essential to help with the transition into society and keep our graduates and their
families out of poverty.
All of the organizations we visited in Haiti had a similar mission. They were all focused on
children. Depending on the organization, the children were special needs, orphans, street kids,
or just plain poor. They all were focused on getting the children a basic education, which is a
big deal in Haiti. There is no compulsory or entitled education in Haiti. They also attempted
to help their clients gain a trade or skill that could help them improve their standard of living
and help to decrease the poverty of Haiti from the ground up. For more information on PAZAPA's activities and priorities, please see their website at pazapa.org.
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Our Faith Family

Our Prayers and Support for . . .
FOR OUR MEMBERS:
Fritzi Bear
Marvin Bear
Bob Drake
Barb Fisher
Andy Lee
Adam Lensenmayer
Joshua Mott
Jan Poland
Mark Roll
Martha Sampson
Shawn Turnbull
Pastor Robin Wargowsky

June Birthdays
Mary McDaniel
Zach Powell
Mike Sumner
Scott Leininger
Teresa Turnbull
Dottie Haggard
Wyatt Estepp
Fisk Paro
Gary Blackney
Sonya Meighen
Laura Leininger
Dianna Roll
Cathy Votino
Bruce Johnson
Jillian Mott
Lauren Espe
Robin Anderson
McKenzie Laucher
James Singletary
Meredith Young
Megan Lee
Ray Neumeier
Nathan Votino
Chad Laucher
Diana Ortiz
Jacob Votino

FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:
Joe Harlett, Todd Daniels’s friend…
Joe Jankovich, Bridget Daniels’ cousin’s husband…
Clay Johnson, Dave Anderson’s coworker…
Margaret Karjalainen, Leena LeMay’s sister-in-law...
Jim King, Kate King’s father-in-law…
Gretchen Kocher, Andrea Sumner’s friend…
Sue Lovett, Nancy Lensenmayer’s aunt...
Karlee North, Cathie Brown’s friend...
Gary Petsche, Ruth Rankin’s brother…
Laurie Rodeback, Andrea Sumner’s friend…
Bell Sadler, Mallory Tonn’s friend...
John Sagle, Andrea Sumner’s family friend…
Kim Short, Bill Lude’s niece…
Alison Stitzer, Karen Harris’ cousin...
George Sumner, Mike Sumner’s father…
Mindy, friend of Susan Robinson…
Jim, Barb Fisher’s friend...

6/01
6/03
6/06
6/07
6/08
6/09
6/14
6/15
6/16
6/17
6/19
6/19
6/19
6/21
6/22
6/23
6/26
6/26
6/26
6/26
6/27
6/29
6/29
6/30
6/30
6/30

P
Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays
this month! This list reflects the information we
have in our computer at this time. We welcome
your corrections and additions!

FOR OUR SHUT-INS:
Lynn Brown, Debbie Bear’s mother
Ruth Buck, Carol Jaeger’s mother
Joan Clark, Susan Lee’s mother

June Anniversaries

DEATHS:

Paul & Robin Wargowsky
George & Dottie Haggard
Ray & Leeanne Neumeier
Doug & Carol Scantland
Mike & Meredith Young
John & Cathy Votino
Chad & Amanda Laucher
John M. & Kelly Votino
Tom & Maryann Mott

Bob and Gary Belair, Susan Robinson’s friends
Eva Blair, member
Jack Frambes, Jim Jaeger’s friend
Amy Lisk, friend of Pastor Robin
Dr. John C. Lude, Bill Lude’s cousin
Bonnie Sadler, grandmother of Mallory Tonn’s friend
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6/07
6/09
6/09
6/10
6/17
6/17
6/18
6/20
6/25

10:00 AM
Robert Hensley
Hayden Laucher
Bridget Daniels
Karen Harris
Leah Anderson & Laura Powell
Amanda Laucher
Kathy & Tracy Farel
Robin Wargowsky
Andy DeVantier & Lori Hobbins
Wiech
Ice Cream Social - Board of Evangelism
Liz Allen

10:00 AM
Fisk Paro or Paul Wargowsky
Gwen Cardimen
Bruce Johnson
Robin Neumeier
Bill Lude & Major N Crispin
Laura Powell & Leah Anderson
Kathy & Tracy Farel
Robin Wargowsky
Marianne Wiech & Dianna Roll
McDaniel
George Biemel

Time

Assist. Minister

Acolyte

Comm. Assist.

Lay Reader

Ushers

Nursery

Altar Guild

Hymn Sel.

Counters
Greeters
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Staci Wahl

Kathy & Tracy Farel
Robin Wargowsky
Todd Daniels & Phil Kochheiser
Crispin

Abigail Cardimen & Jillian Mott
Kathy & Tracy Farel
Robin Wargowsky
Steve Espe & Mike Sumner
Nave
Board of Worship
Tracy Farel

Ushers

Nursery

Altar Guild

Hymn Sel.

Greeters

Host

Liturgist

Becky Schaughency

Nave

Chris Tonn & Mike Rankin

Lay Reader

Counters

Sam Sgro
Bruce Johnson

Leah Anderson

Laura Powell

Acolyte
Dave Anderson

Sonya Oliver

Todd Daniels

Assist. Minister

Teresa Turnbull

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

Time

Comm. Assist.

26-Jun

19-Jun

Date

Liturgist

Host

12-Jun

5-Jun

Date

Worship Server Schedule for June
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Fellowship Lutheran Church
7350 Sawmill Road
Columbus, OH 43235
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Vision:

To be a “called and gathered” family of faith
whose members so fully experience the undeserved love of God
that we are moved to express that same love of God.
in our relationships with one another and our whole community . . .

Our Mission:

To involve people in a growing relationship with Jesus Christ
by sharing the good news of God’s grace.
through our fellowship in worship, study and service.
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