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Walking With Jesus
“I will never leave you nor forsake you”
At times we endure trials so difficult we wonder how we'll
come through it. The Bible offers several examples of
ordinary people placed in very difficult circumstances. Both
stories show that God will stand right by us when we place
Him first.
Christians were designed by God to endure and spiritually prosper from life’s trials. That is very difficult for
many to believe. However, our loving heavenly Father and Jesus Christ want us to know that as we face the
challenges of life we don’t do it alone. “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). As we look at two
accounts, from the Scriptures, that will give us the comforting reassurance that God and Jesus Christ will “never
leave us nor forsake us.”
1. The story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego
We find one example the Old Testament book of Daniel. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was ruler over one of
the greatest empires in world history. Nebuchadnezzar felt he needed to bring all the people from Babylon to
Egypt (his empire) united under one ‘state religion’. So he had his subjects erect a huge statue of ‘himself’ that the
people could worship as the symbol of his wonderful empire. Any person who would not worship that image was
to die in a fiery furnace (Daniel 3:1-11)
So, here enter to the scene three young men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego, who had been taken captive
from their homeland of Judah, and refused to worship the image. They were to face a literal fiery trial (Daniel 3:1215) The three young men spoke with one voice—they were placing their faith in the true God and would submit to
His will and not that of King Nebuchadnezzar. If God wanted to intervene and spare them, so be it; if not, and God
allowed them to die, they would submit to the will of God through this trial (Daniel 3:16-18) How Many of us have
that much trust in God?
Enraged at the lack of submission of these three foreigners, King Nebuchadnezzar had the fiery furnace heated
seven times hotter than normal. He was determined to set an example of these young men (Daniel 3:19-24).
Note from the scriptures how God allowed these faithful young men to be put to the test, to be made to endure
the full measure of the trial—but also notice something that should encourage each of us as we face our
“fiery trials.”
Continued on page 2...

1

When in the heart of the burning fiery furnace it was noted that the three young men were not alone as they
faced the trial of their lives! Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed, “I see four men walking about unbound and unharmed
in the fire and the fourth looks like a divine being”(Daniel 3:25,) What was the result of this trial? King
Nebuchadnezzar recognized that it was the true God, the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego, who had
done this mighty feat. The great God of the universe was then magnified by decree throughout the empire and
the three young men were then promoted (Daniel 3:26-30).
2. Stephen, a Heroic Stand for God
In the pages of the New Testament we have another story of a man facing the trial of his life but doing so with
Jesus Christ standing shoulder to shoulder with him. We find this example in Acts 6-7
Stephen was a man of God mighty in the Scriptures. So much so that the unbelieving Jews could not disprove him
(Acts 6:10). In his speech before the Jewish ruling party, Stephen accused those Jewish leaders of rejecting God’s
ways as their forefathers had (Acts 6:12-7. As King Nebuchadnezzar was enraged at Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-Nego, the Jews of the ruling class were enraged at Stephen (Acts 7:54) In this case God allowed Stephen
not to be rescued as were Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego. Stephen gave his life by the strength of his faith.
Notice what happens next in the story of Stephen. To encourage him, God allows Stephen to see a vision of
heaven, the glory of God, and note—Jesus Christ standing at the right hand of God (Acts 7:55-56)!
As people of God often we are inspired and moved by what we “see.” Stephen was allowed to “see,” in vision,
the glory of God, which he knew he would experience at the time of his resurrection. He was also moved be
“seeing” Jesus Christ fully engaged and standing with him during the moment of his greatest need! Can you count
the number of times others have stood by you during difficult times? Or, do you recount a larger number that are
quick to advice but do not walk with you in times of need. During those times, we can rest assured that it will be
God and Jesus by your side.
In truth, these two stories shows us the simple and yet powerful fact that God the Father and Jesus Christ, will
“never leave us nor forsake us.”
May God richly less you as you grow in your relationship with God.
Blessings from Pastor Hector
It's been a year since Connie and Wendy asked me if I could "fill in for a few weeks" as accompanist
for First Lutheran Church of Pillager. I want to thank you all for the warm welcome you've shown me,
and open hearts and voices, as we make music together. I know I've introduced a few new songs to
you, and I've learned some from you as well. The choir has been fun, and as Pastor Hector once said,
"We can make a ruckus!" Whether we're making a joyful ruckus or finding that sweet spot in the service where harmony meets message, the chords we've struck together ring true.
Thank you for the love and encouragement that you've shown my son Zach. I'll continue to invite him
to share his amazing voice with the congregation whenever his college schedule allows. Thank you
for the beautiful quilt for my oldest boy, Bobby. He quickly wrapped it around himself and plopped on
the couch! He's off on the next adventure, diploma in hand, and a whole lifetime ahead of him. Eric
and Charlie, my youngest boys, will be seniors this year at Brainerd High School. Thank you for your
kind thoughts and prayers as they stretch their wings into the next stage of their education.
I appreciate all the encouragement and praise that you
give to me and my sons. Blessings to you as we continue
to make a ruckus through hymns, Gospel songs, and
choral pieces.
Please consider joining the choir and make a ruckus!!!
Sincerely,
Mary Aalgaard
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Your Help and Prayers Needed
First Lutheran Pillager is beginning a new adventure as we move forward toward a new year. Our
Annual Meeting is coming up on December 10th after the service (Church Council will change its
meeting to Tuesday, December 5th.), and we need volunteers to work on our Budget Committee for
the 2018 fiscal year. This is not a tough job; our Financial Secretary will have all the previous figures
laid out for you to peruse and create a proposed budget for 2018. Ken Kelling, who has served on
this committee for many years, will head up this group. If you could help us in this very important job,
please contact Ken or Dave, and we can set up some meeting times. Our proposed budget must be
approved for the Annual Meeting at the November Church Council meeting. Thanks in advance for
your help, and Ken and Tammy will get the ball rolling soon.
The new year also brings new members to the Church Council. According to our Constitution, we
can have between 7-9 members (serving a three-year term) on the council, and we currently have 7
serving. Every year, 3 members’ terms are up; this year Ken Kelling, Shirley Smith and Dave Vieths
end their terms. Shirley and Dave have agreed to run again and Ken (after faithfully serving for
many, many years) has chosen not to run. Ken, a simple THANK YOU just doesn’t seem enough
for all you have done … but THANK YOU!!!!
This means that we need people to throw their hats in the ring and to run for the open council
seats!!!! If my math is correct, we have up to 5 seats to fill on the council and currently only 2 people
running (Remember, we must have a minimum of 7 on the council or we have no active council.).
I’m asking all of you to reflect on your skills and your abilities for a moment and really consider running for a seat on our leadership team. The council needs you; our congregation needs you! Just let
Dave or any other council member know that you’re interested and we will accept your name for the
election ballot on December 10th.

As many of you may know now, Pastor Hector will be stepping down from his pastoral duties on
December 31, 2017. This means, of course, that First Lutheran Pillager is in the market for a new
pastor. Under the guidelines of our Constitution, a call Committee has been established (Dave
Vieths, Bob Harmsen, Darlene Zabel, and Wendy Jacobsen), and a job posting has been presented
to the LCMC. It should appear on their website by the time you read this newsletter. As I talked to
the Call Committee and researched various pastoral possibilities, I have found that there are pastors
available and there are also numerous options available to fill this position. The Call Committee will
be officially meeting soon, but the process has already begun to fill this position. I would encourage
all of you to pray for our Call Committee as we go through this process. I would also encourage you
to spread the word about this job opening. All inquiries and applications can contact Dave Vieths at
P.O. Box 2, Pillager, MN 56473 or email at dvieths1@gmail.com or text/call 218-851-3290. God
has a plan for this new era in our church lives, and as we move forward, He surely will guide our
steps.
The upcoming new year will also bring a new adventure to Pastor Hector and Barb as they move
forward in their lives. I, personally, will not only see a pastor and his wife leave, but I will also see two
close friends move on. I will miss them greatly! I, and I hope all of us, will continue to pray for Hector and Barb in their new journey together. Whether from the pulpit or in the pew, Hector and Barb,
you will always be an important part of our First Lutheran Pillager church family. God bless! Happy
trails!!!

Dave Vieths, President
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PLEASE KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
THOSE WHO ARE ILL OR IN THE HOSPITAL

PEOPLE IN THE MILITARY
Jennifer Vasquez (Navy) Don and Sharon
Gehrke’s daughter
Isaac Jacobson (Navy)
Aaron Jacobson (Navy)
Chad Hagg (army) Son of Arlene Hagg and
nephew of Eileen Ausland
Joseph DeLude (Navy) grandson of Don DeLude

Eva Mudgett (leukemia)
Lindsey Kennedy (cancer)
Mason VanVickle (cancer)
Beverly and Carthy Williams
(sister-in-law and niece of Glenn
and Louise Pilgrim)

PEOPLE IN NURSING AND
ASSISTED LIVING HOME

UPDATING
If the military, those who are ill or in the hospital, or people in nursing homes is not up to
date or if names need to be added or deleted, please contact Sharon Gehrke so that
these lists can be updated. Thanks

Diamond Willow
Sally Pofahl

Edgewood Vista
Betty Simons

Riverside Assisted Living
Ben Mudgett
Irene Pietz
Barb Reimer

Harmony House/Brainerd
Char Brattlund

PRAYER CHAIN
When you need prayer support, there is a group at our church who will pray diligently for whatever
the need is. Please call Marlene Lindeman at 218-746-3541.

SEND A CARD!!!
Please take time to send a card to the people who are serving our country, who are ill or in the
hospital, and people in nursing homes and assisting living homes. This would mean so much to
them to hear from their church family.
EMN2 JACOBSON, ISAAC A.
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER UNI-100236 BOX 4439
FPO AE 09532

Please send a card to Isaac and
Aaron. They would love to hear from
you!!!!

HN JACOBSON, AARON L.
3RD LAR BN H&S BAS
TWENTYNINE PALMS, CA 92278-8272

Church Council
President: Dave Vieths
Vice President: Ken Kelling
Secretary: Julie Warren
Linda Bentler, Rosie Harmsen,
Jim Ausland, Shirley Smith

Pastor Hector Merced
717 River Street South
Pillager, MN 56473
Office 218-746-3775
Pastor 218-746-3750
E-mail:
firstluth@brainerd.net

Check out our Website at
firstlutheranpillager.net
We also have a Facebook
page to check out!!!! Please
free to post anything or post
comments!!! Facebook page
search type in First Lutheran
Pillager and this should take
you to the page.
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OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
07
10
10
12
13
15
16
19
19
21
30
30
31

ANNIVERSARIES

Ron Pietz
Deb Skeesick
B. J. Thorstenson
Dennis Bentler
Chris Nagel
Don Gehrke
Gene Pilgrim
Sally Pofahl
Heather Kadus
Sonja Gangner
Lesly Rogers
Jerry Milalic
Ken Kelling

October 1
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21
Responsive Reading: Psalm 1-3:1-13
Second Reading: Romans 14:5-9
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
October 8
First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-19
Responsive Reading: Psalm 27:1-13
Second Reading: Philippians 1:1-11
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

15 John & Avis Lee
18 Tom & Jennifer Kavanaugh
21 Ben & Sandy Mudgett
22 Scott & Carol Wolf

Our Heartfelt Sympathies go out
to the following families:
Rosie and Bob Harmsen. Rosie’s father, Clarence Olson.
His funeral was September 16.
Ron and Muriel Carlson. Ron’s brother , Hanley, died
and the funeral was on September 13.
The Bybee Family. Mary Bybee passed away last week.

I would like to thank everyone for all their prayers for me and my
family on the passing of my Dad so nice to have such wonderful
people in our lives . We gave Dad a great send off today on his
way to the best place ever. Rosie and family

October 15
First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4; 25-32
Responsive Reading: Psalm 25:1-9
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-11
Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32
October 22
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
Responsive Reading: Psalm 80:7-14
Second Reading: Philippians 3:12-21
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43

This kitty found comfort
on Jesus’s lap

October 29
First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9
Responsive Reading: Psalm 23
Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-13
Gospel: Matthew 22:1-10
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Husband: My wife is missing. She went shopping yesterday and has not come home...
Sergeant at Police Station: What is her height?
Husband: Gee, I'm not sure. A little over five-feet tall.
Sergeant: Weight?
Husband: Don't know. Not slim, not really fat.
Sergeant: Color of eyes?
Husband: Sort of brown I think. Never really noticed.
Sergeant: Color of hair?
Husband: Changes a couple times a year. Maybe dark brown now. I can’t remember.
Sergeant: What was she wearing?
Husband: Could have been pants, or maybe a skirt or shorts. I don't know exactly.
Sergeant: What kind of car did she go in?
Husband: She went in my Jeep.
Sergeant: What kind of Jeep was it?
Husband:
It's a 2010 Rubicon with Sprintex Supercharger with Intercooler, DiabloSport T-1000 Trinity Programmer, Teraflex Falcon 3.3
Shocks ,1350 RE Reel Drive Shafts, Method 105 Bead Locks, Toyo 37" X 13.5" Tires, Custom Olympic Off Road Front Bumper, Olympic Off Road Smuggler Rear Bumper with tire carrier, Seward Radius 4s LED Light, Seward 12" LED Light bar, 50" LED Light bar with,
sPod LED switch pod with Boost gage,, Rigid LED Lights, 15# Power Tank, Rock Hard Cage, Rock Hard Under Armor, Posion Spyder
Sliders, Posion Spyder Crusher Fenders, Posion Spyder Evap Armor, Posion Spyder Extreme Duty Trans-Mount Cross Member, Bushwacker rear armor, 5.13 Gears, Magnum 44 Front Axle, Off Road Evolution "C" Gussets, Cobra 75 CB Radio, Warn 10K on Front and
8K Winch on Rear, Bartact Seat Covers, Delta Quad Bar Xenon Headlamps,Tantrum LED Offroad Rock Lights,
Teraflex HD Tie Rod, Teraflex Falcon Steering Stabilizer, Teraflex Alpine Long Control Arms Front & Rear, Teraflex 4" springs, Teraflex
JK Performance Slotted Big Rotor Kit, TeraFlex Monster HD Forged Front Adjustable Trackbar, Teraflex Front & Rear Brake Line Kit,
Teraflex Bump Stops Front & Rear, Surprise Straps, Hothead Headliner, Teraflex D-44 Diff Covers, Wild Boar Grille, Rigid Ridge Hood,
Drake Hood Latch's & a Tuffy Security Drawer
At this point the husband started choking up. . .
Sergeant: Don't worry buddy. We'll find your Jeep.

Beginner’s Guide To Football
Line Man: Works for the telephone company
Personal foul: Pet chickens
Sidelines: Odd jobs
Two minute warning: Last call
Coach: Cheap air fare
End Zone: Cemetery
Fans: Used on hot days
Hut, Hut, Hut

Pass Interference: Kidney stones
Red Zone: Downtown Moscow
Special Teams: SWAT, Rangers, Seals
Wide receiver: Satellite dish
Clipping: What your gardener does
Face mask: Mud packs
Flea Flicker: A scratching dog
Where 3 Eskimos live
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Saturday, October 21, from
4:30 to 7:00.
MENU:
Meatballs
Mashed potatoes and gravy
Coleslaw
Corn
There will be a sign-up sheet in the back of the church to sign up for the working
schedule or to bring 1 pan of bars for the Church Supper. Please consider helping out with the preparation of the food, decorating the church and setting up
tables, serving, and help cleaning up afterwards. We need people to help put on
this great fall event. If you are unable to help, please consider baking bars to
donate. Also, please come to eat and to support your congregation. Having our
church family there for support is very important. So come for a great meal and
lots of talking and laughing and getting caught up with people you may not have
seen for awhile!!!! Please mark you calendars!!!! See you there!

Roll
Bars
FREE WILL OFFERING

You can also help by donating a new item to be raffled off during the dinner. We
would appreciate any new items you may want to donate!!!! You may be one of
the winners!!!!!
Thanks to people sponsoring the Pancake Breakfasts!!!! Remember we will be having one on Sunday, October 8, after
the service. Come and enjoy the pancakes and the fellowship!!

Remember Movie Night
will be on Wednesday,
October 25, at 7:00
POPCORN WILL BE
PROVIDED!!!!
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Les Fundine in the Homecoming
Parade!!!! Congratulations! We are
proud of you!!!!

Quilting Ladies back at work!!!!

Chelsey Peterson and Dave
Boeckermann’s son, Thomas David,
was baptized on Sunday,
September 24. Thomas was born
on March 12, 2017. Sponsors are
Logan Peterson and Tucker
Peterson. Grandparents are Leigh
Jane and Shannon Peterson.

Congratulations to Wendy and Dan
on their 25th Anniversary!!!!

Sunday School in Session!
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Pillager Vets Memorial was dedicated on September 23. A big thank you to the Pillager Lions for all the
work they have done for making this a beautiful memorial and park. It is very impressive and inviting!!!
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