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Kathie Marsh is a Museum Specialist for the Family
Heritage House Museum on SCF campus on 26th St
W, Bradenton, Florida. She manages the operations
of an African American Gallery and Resource Center,
a non-profit faculty with a mission to inspire children
to have respect for their ancestors, a love for learning, and a passion for service; to strengthen black
families and empower them to maintain historical
bonds of kinship; and to assist in the promulgation of
the culture for the benefit of the general population.
Kathie is a graduate Cum Laude from Manatee Community College, now the State College of Florida and
includes in her resume’ a degree in Business Administration for the University of South Florida a degree
in Business administration.
She has received many awards through her career
and is very active in the local community including
service with the United Way, Meals on Wheel, Just
for Girls and the Bradenton Housing Authority.

Guest Speaker
Kathie Marsh
DWC LUNCHEON
February 13th 2018, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy

Charles Smith who is running for County Commissioner will also be attending our meeting to discuss
his campaign.

Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by
Noon February 9th, 2018

It’s Time to Renew Your
Membership!

Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

or email

Dues for 2018 are now due. If you haven’t yet renewed, it’s easy. Just mail a $25 check made out to
DWC to:

San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled
chicken, cold cuts, cheeses, bread and
cookie

Joanie LeBaron, Treasurer
834 Wee Burn Street
Sarasota, FL 34243

Cost is $18.00

Questions? Call or email Joanie.
joanielebaron0108@gmail.com
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President’s February Letter
February Newsletter: What a wonderful presentation at last meeting of the
school district tax increase for bolstering the salaries of our teachers and other
employees by Charlie Kennedy, School Board Member. It is a shame that the
Republican Party is taking a stand to say “NO”. When are they going to care
about our societal issues and back up our public education system?
I personally find this to be very negative in light of the turn around this district
has had under the guidance of the past two board members and the administration. Not only have our financial reports been slowly rising to state standards but
our educational system under Dr. Greene has been very successful thanks to
the dedication of our faculty and employees at all levels.
Our fashion show/ scholarship luncheon will be held on March 13 th at IMG. A separate flyer is included in
this newsletter.
Thank you to Ricki Mazzullo and husband, along with Mary Bass, Mary Duda, and myself at Rubonia Community center on MLK Day.
Thank you to our Manatee Fair volunteers: Joanie LeBaron and hubby, Tom; Mary Bass, Elaine Ripstein,
Mary Duda, Carol Graves, and myself.
I would like to thank our “Get out the Vote” members for their wonderful job on January 27th. We will try to
do it two weeks a month on a Saturday from 9:30 until 12:00. A shout out to Stephanie Arthur, Jami Heye,
Vicki Water, Sasha Taurke, Brian Heavrin, Liz , myself and my wonderful helpers from USF.
Please bring your friends and neighbors to our Scholarship fashion Show on March 13 th.
Happy Valentine’s Day! Patty

Two Floridian House Candidates Endorsed by EMILY’s List
EMILY’s List, the fundraising and support organization to elect pro-choice Democratic women to Congress (and to governorships and state legislatures), has endorsed 19 women for the U.S. House of Representatives. Among them are two Florida
hopefuls.
Mary Barzee Flores (https://marybarzeeflores.com/) for FL Congressional District 27, currently held by Republican Ileana RosLehtinen of South Florida, who is retiring. This open seat provides an excellent chance for us to add one more for the Democrats. Mary is a former public defender in Miami and ran unopposed for an open seat on the 11th District Circuit Court. When
Barack Obama nominated her for a U.S. District Court judgeship, Sen. Marco Rubio initially recommended her nomination but
withdrew it when he learned that she had made several small donations in the 1990s to the ACLU and EMILY’s List. She is currently a shareholder in a Miami law firm
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (https://debbiemucarselpowell.com/ ) for FL Congressional District 26, currently held by Republican
Carlos Curbelo. This district, which spans South Florida down to the Keys, went solidly for Barack Obama in 2012 (55.4%) and
Hilary Clinton in 2016 (56.7%). And Curbelo has voted with Donald Trump's positions 92.9% of the time. The DCCC has
targeted this race for 2018, and it is considered a Toss-up by three national pollsters, so it’s quite possible to take this seat
back! Debbie comes from an immigrant family that worked hard to achieve the American dream. She has worked for 20 years
in several non-profits, especially focused on expanding access to quality healthcare.
If you are able to help these capable Floridian women to get elected, donate through their websites or through EMILY’s List
(https://secure.emilyslist.org/). Remember - purity of heart or being right on the issues isn’t enough. It takes money for a
candidate to get her message out and get her supporters energized to defeat Republicans! EMILY stands
for "Early Money Is Like Yeast"!
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January 9, 2018 Meeting of the Manatee County DWC Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 11:39 by President Patty Benson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited
and then a moment of silence was observed for refection on current events. Patty announced the Guest
Speaker was Charlie Kennedy from the School Board.
The President gave her report. Members of the DWC of Manatee County will be canvassing Precinct 415 in
an effort to register voters and tomorrow there will be training at Vicki Waters’ home (2724 Florida Blvd.) for
all those interested. She reported that the Supervisor of Elections website, VoteManatee.com, has been
updated to allow people to register to vote on the website. The emphasis now is to push for people to register to vote by mail. On January 15th, MLK Day, members are urged to meet at Gardening Day at Rubonia
Community Center to create a garden in remembrance of Martin L King. January 20 is the 2nd Annual
Women’s March for Democracy in Sarasota. There will be a group meeting at the Target on Hwy 41 in the
morning to carpool. On February 24th, the NAACP Manatee Branch will be sponsoring the 2018 Annual
Martin Luther King Jr Commemorative Breakfast at St Paul Missionary Baptist Church. Tickets are $30
each and the DWC members are hoping to reserve a table for members.
The Treasurer, Joannie LeBaron, reported $3,800.00 in the bank, more than last year.
Second Vice President, Sherry Emigh, reported that there are 87 members, but only a fraction have paid
the yearly dues, which are $25.00.
For Recording Secretary, Rachel Young, the last meeting’s Minutes were included in the monthly newsletter.

On behalf of Brian Heavrin, who writes the newsletter, Patty reminded everyone that all items for the newsletter are due by the 20th of every month.
Legislative Updates were discussed. Florida Senate Bill #444 should be voted YES on. It allows non profit
organizations to help support pregnancy and general wellness programs and Florida House Bill #25 should
be defeated as it is a union busting bill.
New Business: Silent Auction items needed for the Marge Kinnan & Shirley Snyder Scholarship Fashion
Show and Fundraiser scheduled March 13th . In addition, there will be a Silent Auction, for which our members contribute items. Our members are encouraged to bring friends to enjoy the Fashion Show and bid on
items. Funds will go to our annual student scholarship program.

Indivisible will be having a “Vern Buchanan Retirement Party” at the Democrat Headquarters. Everyone is
invited.
The Guest Speaker, Charlie Kennedy, spoke about the upcoming School Tax Referendum election. He
explained the significant disparities between Manatee and Sarasota Counties school teacher’s salaries’
and the long-term consequences that low salaried teachers in Manatee County has on our children. He
advocated that voters support the March 20th referendum on Manatee School funding to increase teachers’ pay.
At around 1:00 PM the meeting was adjourned.
M. Rachel Young

Quote of the Month:
“Build your own dreams, or someone else will hire you to build others.” Farrah Gray
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Women's March 2018 by the numbers and images
By: Amy Hamblin, San Diego Union Tribune

Gatherings ranging from the hundreds to the hundreds of thousands took place all across America over
the weekend as men and especially women marched for the empowerment of women and against President Donald Trump’s views on issues like abortion and immigration.
Billed widely as the “Women’s March,” organizers brought out prominent politicians and celebrities to
speak and many participants carried signs with messages like “elect more women” and “my body, my
choice.” The marches took place in cities large and small, in places like Omaha, Nebraska (8,000) Casper,
Wyoming(350) and Raleigh, North Carolina (17,000).
Here’s how the marches looked in some of the country’s largest cities as well as estimates of how many
people attended from organizers and city officials. San Diego (37,000), New York (200,000), Los Angeles
(600,000), Chicago (300,000), Denver (30,000), and thousands more across the United States.

"Remember, the Constitution
doesn’t begin with, 'I, the president.' It begins with, 'We, the
people.'" - Gloria Steinem
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Sarasota’s Women’s March had approximately 15,000 people attending. Representing the Democratic
Women’s Club were Jami Heye, Georgette Haydu, Patty Benson, Mary Duda, Vicki Waters, Mary Bass,
Sherry Emigh, Elaine Graham, and Rachel Young.

Interesting how Trump completely missed the point of the Women’s March with this tweet!

Beautiful weather all over our great country, a perfect day for all Women to March. Get out there now to celebrate
the historic milestones and unprecedented economic success and wealth creation that has taken place over the
last 12 months. Lowest female unemployment in 18 years!
— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) January 20, 2018

January 4th, 2018
To DWC President, and the Democratic Women’s Club of Manatee County. My
name is DeA’ndrea Mathis, and I am the 2016 recipient of the Special DWC
Award. I am currently a sophomore enrolled at USF in Tampa, majoring in English
with a concentration in Literary Studies. I would like to give a big ‘thank you’ to you
all for choosing me as a recipient of your scholarship. It has assisted me in a time
of financial need so that I could attend college and obtain a proper education.
Upon receiving the scholarship, I was asked to give an update on my progress once I had begun schooling at USF. Due to unforeseen circumstances, I was
not able to complete the letter on time. I apologize for the lateness in my response.
In correspondence with what was asked, I have summarized my time at USF, just before Spring
term of this year.
After graduation, I immediately began my college career at USF in the summer of 2016. I am doing
well, and I am very pleased with my education and experience at the university. I maintained an A average
for the Summer 2016 term, and a 3.09 GPA. Within the Fall 2016 term, I earned A's and B's and reached a
3.19 GPA. In Spring 2017, I completed the semester with A's and B's and maintained a 3.19 GPA. And
most recently, in Fall 2017, I passed all of my courses with ‘A’ letter grades, moving my GPA up to 3.25.
I am registered for the Spring 2018 term, ready to take on another semester at USF. I again want to
thank you all for supporting me and wanting to hear about my progress at university. I hope you all had a
happy new year!
Sincerely,
DeA’ndrea Mathis
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Ever wonder how DACA was
created and what it exactly does?
This should answer your questions
We know Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) is
a life-changing program, that 800,000 young immigrants
depend on it in order to keep living and working in the
only country they’ve ever known as home, and that Donald Trump despicably ended it. But have you ever wondered why it was created, what exact protections it
offers, and how young immigrants have qualified for
it? This helpful explainer has some answers:

WHAT IS DACA?
The program was introduced in 2012 by President Barack Obama as a stopgap measure that would shield from
deportation people who were brought into the United States as children. The status is renewable, lasting two
years at a time, and has been issued to roughly 800,000 people.
Participation in the program comes with a range of benefits. Along with permission to remain in the country, recipients can also get work permits, through which many have obtained health insurance from their employers.
The ability to work has also allowed them to pay for school, pursue higher education and, in some states, drive
legally. The program also opened up access to in-state tuition and state-funded grants and loans in some states.
And depending on where they live, recipients can also qualify for state-subsidized health care
Numerous bipartisan versions have unsuccessfully been introduced since 2001, most recently in 2017 by Reps.
Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) in the House, and Sens. Dick Durbin (D-IL) and Lindsey
Graham (R-SC) in the Senate. But “despite bipartisan support for each bill, none have become law. The bill came
closest to passage in 2010 when the House passed the bill and the Senate came five votes short of the 60 senators
needed to proceed to vote on the bill.”

The program’s introduction and implementation in 2012 was a victory led and won by undocumented immigrant
youth. Following congressional inaction, “their protests and pressure helped push President Obama to offer many
of them reprieves from deportation,” reported Julia Preston in 2012.

Why Are You Billed for Lunches? It’s Our Policy.
When you make your reservation for our monthly luncheon meeting, you are making a commitment to attend and your name is added to the reservation count we report to IMG. If you
do not cancel your lunch reservation by the RSVP deadline, DWC is committed to paying.
Since we only make $1 off each reservation (and $18 of that is used to pay for our speaker’s meal), we will use the profit from 18 other reservations just to pay for yours. Imagine
the financial toll if 3 people do not cancel!
Luncheon cost $18
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2016-2017

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-758-4610

Patty Benson

pattybenson43@gmail.com

Sherry Emigh

941-744-2660

2nd VP (Membership)

sjetofu@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-264-5355

Rachel Young

rachelyoung101@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

941– 402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielabaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Dates to remember:
February 14th- Valentine’s Day
February 10th- Get out the Vote
February 24th –NAACP Breakfast- Minnie Lee Jones
March 6th- Prepare auction baskets for the scholarship
luncheon @ Pat Benson’s house
March 13th Fashion Show/ Scholarship fund raiser

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Bill Nelson (D)
www.BillNelson.senate.gov

202-224-5274
813-225-7040

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com
Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 71)

941-708-4968

Jim.Boyd@8myfloridahouse.gov
U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov
Tom Rooney (R- Distr. 17)

941-747-9081
202-205-5792

www.Rooney.house.gov

941-575-9101

Joe Gruters (R-Distr. 73)
joegruters@gmail.com

GOVERNOR
Rick Scott (R)
850-488-7146
www.flgov.com/contact-gov-scott/email-the governor
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941-914-2004

