
UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE NEWTON CITY COUNCIL 
September 19, 2017 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  Mark Bolander, Mayor 

Mayor Mark Bolander called the meeting to order. 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Alderman Eric Blake 

Pledge of allegiance to the flag was led by Alderman Scott Bloomberg 
3. ROLL CALL:  Rosetta York, City Clerk 

Present:  Steve Rubsam, Robert Reisner, Scott Bloomberg 
Absent:    David Brown, Larry Brooks and Eric Blake 
Also present:  Attorney Max Tedford, Treasurer Melissa Brooks, Clerk Rosetta York 

4. ADOPT OR AMEND AGENDA 
Motion was made by Reisner, seconded by Bloomberg, to adopt the proposed agenda. 
Ayes:  Rubsam, Reisner, Bloomberg, Bolander 
Nays:  None 

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR MINUTES of September 5, 2017 
Motion was made by Rubsam, seconded by Bloomberg, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
the September 5, 2017 meeting of the Newton City Council. 
Ayes:  Reisner, Bloomberg, Bolander and Rubsam 
Nays:  None 

6. APPROVAL OF BILLS & ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
Alderman Rubsam reviewed the pre-paids in the amount of $229,084.04 and the bills and accounts payable 
earlier today and made a motion to approve the pre-paids and authorize payment of the bills and accounts 
payable in the amount of $166,965.73.    Bloomberg seconded the motion. 
Ayes:  Bloomberg, Bolander Rubsam and Reisner 
Nays:  None 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS:  Joan Deck 
Joan spoke on parking time limits on S. Van Buren/State Highway 130.  Council said that they would have 
Chief Swick look into the matter and thanked her for bring the issue to their attention.  

8. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. Consider and act to approve and accept Kemper’s 2016-17 audit. 

Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Rubsam, to approve and accept Kemper’s 2016-17 audit. 
Ayes:  Bolander Rubsam, Reisner and Bloomberg 
Nays:  None 

b. Consider and act to approve and accept Kemper’s 2016-17 TIF audit. 
Motion was made by Rubsam, seconded by Bloomberg, to approve and accept Kemper’s 2016-17 TIF 
audit. 
Ayes:  Rubsam, Reisner, Bloomberg and Bolander  
Nays:  None 

9. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Consider and act on approving Halloween Trick or Treat Night for October 31, 2017 between 5:00 PM and 7:00 

PM, with a bad weather date of November 1, 2017.  (questions call 783-8478) 
Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Rubsam, approving Halloween Trick or Treat Night for 
October 31, 2017 between 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM, with a bad weather date of November 1, 2017.   
Ayes:  Reisner, Bloomberg, Bolander and Rubsam 
Nays:  None 

b. Consider and act on providing flu shots for all part-time and full-time city employees. 
Motion was made by Reisner, seconded by Bloomberg, to authorize providing flu shots for all part-time 
and full-time city employees. 
Ayes:  Bloomberg, Bolander, Rubsam and Reisner 
Nays:  None 

c. Consider and act on TIF application for Squeaky Clean Car Wash for TIF eligible reimbursement for $2,500. 
Motion was made by Rubsam, seconded by Bloomberg, to approve TIF application for Squeaky Clean 
Car Wash for TIF eligible reimbursement for $2,500. 
Ayes:  Bolander, Rubsam, Reisner and Bloomberg 
Nays:  None 

d. Consider and act on TIF application for Ishmo, INC for TIF eligible reimbursement for $2,500. 
Motion was made by Rubsam, seconded by Bloomberg, to approve TIF application for Ishmo, INC for 
TIF eligible reimbursement for $2,500. 
Ayes:  Rubsam, Reisner, Bloomberg and Bolander 
Nays:  None 

e. Consider and act on Special Event permit application from Newton Elite Fitness for Rush Road Home pig roast 
fund raiser on 11-11-17. 
Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Reisner, to approve Special Event permit application 
from Newton Elite Fitness for Rush Road Home pig roast fund raiser on 11-11-17. 
Ayes:  Reisner, Bloomberg, Bolander and Rubsam 
Nays:  None 
 
 
 
 



f. Consider and act on authorizing the advertisement for business insurance quotes. 
Motion was made by Reisner, seconded by Bloomberg, to approve the advertisement for business 
insurance quotes. 
Ayes:  Bloomberg, Bolander, Rubsam and Rubsam 
Nays:  None 

g. Consider and act on authorizing the advertisement for annual audit quotes. 
Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Rubsam, to approve the advertisement for annual audit 
quotes. 
Ayes:  Bolander, Rubsam, Reisner and Bloomberg 
Nays:  None 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS OR COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:   
Finance Meeting 9/11/17 
Rubsam:   
 Agreed to allocate TIF funds for a roof at 116 W. Washington St. and replacement of damaged concrete at 1301 

W. Jourdan St. in the amount of $2500 each. Both allotments are pending full council approval. 
 Brian Bradbury from Kemper CPA Group gave a review of the city audit for year ending April 30, 2017. The city 

received a clean audit opinion from the auditors with all city utility funds operating in the black.  
 Brian Bradbury discussed Illinois intent to require city financials statewide be accounted for on an accrual basis 

instead of a cash basis. Bradbury noted if the state follows through it will only complicate finance recording and 
increase the cost of audits.  

 Discussion of the TIF audit noted the city complied in all material respects with the requirements during the year 
ending April 30, 2017. 

 Melissa reported on proposed changes in the Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
Revolving Loan Fund.  

 
11. STATEMENTS BY:  Council Members, City Attorney, City Treasurer, City Clerk, Mayor: 

Council Members: 
Rubsam:  Jasper County Chamber had a successful Fall Festival.  The beer tent will be a main stay.  Vendors were 
pleased.  “The Friends of the Trail” fund raising booth had many people stop by and take pledge papers.   
Reisner:  No Comments 
Bloomberg:  No Comments   
City Attorney:  No Comments 
City Treasurer:  presented an appropriation change  

Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Rubsam, to make the following appropriation change in 
the General Fund Pool Account - move $100.00 from the contingency fund to Training Expense.  
Ayes:  Reisner, Bloomberg, Bolander and Rubsam, 
Nays:  None 

City Clerk:  No Comments   
Mayor:  

 Thanked Steve Rubsam for being the liaison for the City with the Chamber. 
 Lot 2, Five Aprils sale will close on 9-25-17 
 506 S. Van Buren purchase is pending. Waiting on title work. 
 A citizen has requested to close the N-S alley between Owens and Henry to thru traffic. 

 
12. NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  October 3, 2017 at 6:00 PM 

SCHEDULED COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Insurance Committee 11-20-17 and Finance Committee 12-18-17 
 

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Litigation, potential litigation, sale of real estate and purchase of real estate  
Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Rubsam, to go out of open session and into closed session 
to discuss litigation, potential litigation, sale of real estate and purchase of real estate pursuant to the 
exceptions section of the Open Meetings Act pertaining to those areas of discussion. 

Ayes:  Bloomberg, Bolander, Rubsam and Reisner 
Nays:  None 

Open session suspended at 6:41 PM 
Motion was made by Bloomberg, seconded by Rubsam, to go out of closed session and back into open 
session. 

Ayes:  Bolander, Rubsam, Reisner and Bloomberg 
Nays:  None 

Open session resumed at 7:04 PM 
Mayor Bolander announced that during closed session the council discussed Litigation, potential litigation, sale of 
real estate, purchase of real estate, personnel and Closed Session Minutes. 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion was made by Rubsam, seconded by Reisner, to adjourn the meeting. 
Ayes:  Rubsam, Reisner, Bloomberg and Bloomberg 
Nays:  None 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:08 PM. 
Submitted by Rosetta York 


