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Stakeholders
gather for review
Public comment on
Little Rock Creek Plan
open until Dec. 22
BY NATASHA BARBER | STAFF WRITER

LITTLE FALLS — Last month, the
Department of Natural Resources released
the draft action plan for sustainable use of
groundwater in the Little Rock Creek area for
the public to review on their website. With
that in mind, the DNR hosted an open house
Dec. 9 for community members to share their
thoughts. The meeting took place at the Little
Falls Middle School.
At the start of the meeting, attendees
could view informational posters and a hard
copy of the draft, as well as speak to DNR
employees; then, more than 15 of the 50some in attendance shared their input in an
open mic session.
The comments were not ofﬁcially
recorded by the agency, so those in attendance
were encouraged to provide additional
feedback through an online survey or speak
directly with the project’s manager, Mark
Hauck.
Sustainable use of groundwater in the
Little Rock Creek watershed has been a
concern for a number of years, and in January
2015, the DNR took initial steps in seeking
information regarding sustainability in the
area.
Hauck said the DNR found themselves
taxed with upholding Minnesota statutes
regarding sustainability following work that
was executed by the Minnesota Pollution
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A dazzling Christmas tradition
Strands
illuminate yard
with lights,
decorations
BY JENNIFER COYNE | STAFF WRITER

OPOLE – As one enters the Strands front
yard, they are greeted with strings of lights
on either side of the driveway, directing them
throughout the property. On the right, Santa
and his reindeer are taking ﬂight off a rustic
hay elevator. The other side displays various
Christmas themes and lights dancing to the
rhythm of music.
If one comes at the right time, Santa is
present to hand out candy canes.
For many in central Minnesota, driving
through the Strands’ light show is a family
tradition during the Christmas season.
“We don’t do this for ourselves anymore.
The comments we’ve received made us realize
just how it affects other people,” Mike said.
Mike’s wife, Lonnie, agreed.
“People really enjoy it. It makes them
happy,” she said.
Every year, Mike and Lonnie Strand put
up nearly 170 light displays – including more
than 2,400 lights on the front porch alone – at
their home near Opole.
“We have a little bit of everything –
snowmen, carolers, soldiers, reindeer…” said
Lonnie, who grew up in the Holdingford area.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER COYNE

Lonnie and Mike Strand decorate their lawn with lighted Christmas pieces at their home near
Opole. The couple’s light display has been a must-see in central Minnesota since they moved
to the area in 2006.

The Strands began preparing the light
display immediately following Halloween.
This year, the couple spent evenings and
weekends testing lights, checking cords and
timers, and repairing any displays that were
weathered from years past.
“This year, we’ve been lucky because
we haven’t had much snow to trudge through

MORE THAN A TACK SHOP

while setting up,” Mike said. “We’ve always
made it ready to go, with every light on, by the
evening of Thanksgiving. For many families,
it’s a tradition to go out that ﬁrst night and see
the lights.”
Using several different timers and relay
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Zabinski hand crafts
leather items for
everyday customers

BY NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER
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Finding a profession where
she could be home to raise her
children appealed to Zabinski.
PHOTOS BY
She began studying leather craft
BOWLUS — As you walk
NATASHA BARBER
under a Randall man named Ted
through the doors of Z Saddlery
Sharon Zabinski, who
co-owns Z Saddlery &
Borgheiinck. As Borgheiinck
and Leather in Bowlus, the scent
Leather in Bowlus with
exited the trade, Zabinski entered.
of leather overcomes your sense
her husband, Rich,
“I bought a bunch of
of smell. Rows of new and used
sits with items she
equipment from him,” said
saddles line a center aisle, and
has constructed from
Zabinski, who also drives bus
other tack items hang from the
leather. In addition to
for the Royalton School District.
walls. Handcrafted gift items are
tack items, Zabinski
“He had the sewing machines
positioned on shelves. At the front
crafts custom wallets,
for sale and some tools. Most of
of the store, Sharon Zabinski clears
belts and more.
the stamping tools he sold to me,
her counter space of a current
and then I just set up shop in our
project.
garage.”
Zabinski has been handThe tack and leather business
crafting leather goods for over
originated at the couple’s home in
seven years. Her business, Z
North Prairie before expanding to
Saddlery and Leather, retails the
their current location in 2010. With
artisan items as well as other brand
Zabinski’s husband active with his
names. Although she continues
jobs at the Albany sales barn and
to produce quality tack, Zabinski
Bowlus feed mill, the business ﬁlls
spends the majority of her time
Zabinski’s time.
ﬁlling custom orders for patrons —
“Christmas is always busy —
from wallets and checkbook covers
from the start of October through
to dice cups and phone cases.
December,” Zabinski said. “But
“As far as what I do here, it is
the business is plenty enough to
just about anything you can think
keep me busy because I’m the
of that can be made or ordered out
only one in the shop.”
of leather,” said Zabinski, who
This season, Zabinski is
co-owns the business with her
occupied making custom wallets,
husband Rich. “I make far more
things for everyday consumers than I do horse the ﬂexibility of the business that kept the the reins and it peeled open,” Zabinski said. dice cups, tack sets and belts. Purchasers
“Rich spent some time out west in Nevada have requested speciﬁc designs, dyes and
Zabinskis interested.
tack.”
“That’s how I got started; I had a cheap (before we met) and learned the meaning of
It was the couple’s love for horses that
MORE THAN A TACK SHOP page 2
opened the door to leather working, but it was piece of tack on my horse, and she stepped on quality tack, where I didn’t know it.”
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More than a tack shop
from page 1B
decorations. Most of her business comes from word of mouth
advertising and Facebook.
Zabinski begins by ordering her leather in half hides from
the Twin Cities, Ohio and occasionally overseas. The pieces
come in different weights [thicknesses] depending on the
project they will be used for.
“I try to order the best leather that I can for each project,”
Zabinski said. “Most is higher quality American leather.”
Once her supplies are in hand, Zabinski selects or creates
a pattern for the item and cuts the pieces accordingly. Next
comes stamping and tooling. She mists her work with water
while it rests on a marble slab.
“You do all the stamping when it is wet,” Zabinski said.
“After you get it stamped and it dries, then you oil each piece
and dye it. … You glue it, stitch it together and it’s done.”
From start to ﬁnish, Zabinski can spent up to ﬁve hours
making a single wallet. But because of the amount of time
between steps, she usually chooses to do more than one item
at a time.
“Everything goes in a process,” Zabinski said. “You have
to cut everything and if the leather is wet, you have to wait for
it to dry. You can’t oil wet leather.”
Zabinski has enjoyed the variety in her work as well as
researching and studying ways to make her items standout to
customers.
“The tooling I picked up on my own; I taught myself
through trial and error,” she said. “In the beginning, I didn’t
think of making half this stuff. Dice cups aren’t uncommon,
but it just happened because somebody came in and asked if I Sharon Zabinski uses a punch to cut a round shape into leather
Dec. 6. Zabinski is constructing a wallet at her business, Z
can make them one. Now I make a lot.”
With phone cases, gun holsters, knife sheaths, and Saddlery and Leather, in Bowlus.
belt and saddle beverages holders already on her list of
accomplishments, Zabinski is up to whatever challenge her
patrons bring. As customers peruse the business looking
for the perfect leather gift, they can expect to ﬁnd Zabinski
working on her next project. This time? Leather suspenders.

Consumers
making choices
C

onsumers may ask for
eggs from free-range
chickens, meat from
animals not treated
with antibiotics and milk from
grass-fed cows but do they
understand that it is costlier to
raise animals this way and are
they willing to pay extra for
those foods?
The Food Marketing
Institute Foundation and
Animal Agriculture Alliance
are preparing a study to ﬁnd
out shoppers’ willingness-topay for meats that are raised
with what they call alternative
production practices.
The plan is to develop
a consumer survey that
mimics how shoppers would
make their decisions in the
grocery store. Three thousand
people will be asked to make
choices between products
that vary in price and other
attributes, such as cage-free,
pasture-raised, slow growth
and
conventionally-raised,
along with labeling claims,
packaging, product color and
appearance.
The
researchers
are
hoping the study will provide
the agriculture industry with
the information they need to
plan for future demand for
these products.
Susan
Borra,
RD,
executive director of the FMI
Foundation, said shoppers
are suffering from “data
Sharon Zabinski shows a piece of leather with a stamped Tools sit on a workshop bench at Z Saddlery and Leather Dec. fatigue” and “are turning to
pictorial design Dec. 6 at her business in Bowlus.
6. The tools are used in the custom designs.
their food retailers for trusted
information about their food
purchases.”
There is also a new report
from CoBank’s Knowledge
Exchange
Division
that
predicts
protein
products
Effective January 1, 2018
derived from plant sources,
insects and cultured meats
On December 6th 2017, Gilman Coop
will be among the top food
Creamery board of directors passed a
trends to watch for in the
resolution to no longer extend credit in our
coming years.
store. Acceptable forms of payment shall be
According to Trevor
as follows: cash, check, credit card, milk check
Amen, an economist with
deduct and prepay accounts. Also, Gilman
CoBank, “The future success
Coop Creamery will no longer have free grain
of alternative meat lies
bank. We shall be charging all grain the same
squarely with rising global
charge of $.04/bushel a month.
demand for protein rather than
a battle for the existing market
Thank you for all your support in the past
share of animal protein food
years and in the future to come!
products.” He adds, “The

Policy Change

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.

Gilman Co-op Creamery

by
Roger Strom
Ag
Columnist__________

road to commercial viability
and consumer acceptance of
cultured meat is long and this
type of product is unlikely
to have a marked effect on
traditional animal protein
demand through at least the
next decade.”
As for when these new
products will be widely
available, Amen said, “The
consensus projection points to
an initial market introduction
in the next three to ﬁve years,
most likely in restaurants and
specialty stores and offered at
a premium price to traditional
meat offerings.” He said it will
take another two to three years
before these products will be
in the supermarket because of
the price and acceptance by
consumers.
There are several cultured
meat (fake meat) developers
in the United States competing
to match price and quality to
traditional meat, along with
some technology companies
that are exploring new protein
products. Similar projects
are also underway in China,
Israel, Japan and France.
While on the subject of
consumer preferences … a
recent survey asked shoppers
what they wanted to see on
food labels.
As expected, they wanted
to know if the food contains
GMOs, if the animals were
treated with antibiotics and
how the animals were raised.
But, over half of those
surveyed (8 out of 10) also
wanted to see food labeled for
DNA content.
Umm, maybe someone
wasn’t paying attention in
science class.
…jus-sayn

Stop in or give us a call
for more information!

BA51_1B_BP

From all of us here at Gilman
Coop Creamery, have a
blessed holiday season!

The
Business
of Farming

16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770

BA51-1B-BP

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 9-1

Corrections

Good service - fair prices - every day
WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

The president of the East Central Irrigators group
was listed incorrectly in Dan Marten’s column
“Farm, community meetings are important
opportunities.” Tony Eilers is the president
and can be contacted at (320) 290-5030.

Professional design. Reasonable rates.

effectivee
effectiv
drainage.
¢ per foot
PRICES STARTING AT:

80

FOR 4 INCH TILE

Price includes design, survey,
material & installation*
Bill Pasche, Sales & Design
Cell: 320-293-6951

BA-Dec16-1B-MT

bill@agtechdrainage.com

Gene Mensen, Sales
Cell: 320-429-1036
gene@agtechdrainage.com

Brad Herickhoff, Owner
Office: 320-351-4872
Cell: 320-293-0882
brad@agtechdrainage.com

Sam Lange, Sales & Site Manager
Cell: 320-232-3102
sam@agtechdrainage.com

Wishing you and your loved ones a very joyous holiday
season and a peaceful and prosperous New Year!

Mark Machart, Sales
Cell: 320-429-4633
mark@agtechdrainage.com

Holiday Hours:
Christmas Day: Closed
New Year’s Day: Closed
Centered on you.

Offering site prep for buildings, bins and lagoons

BA-Dec16-1B-MT
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BENTON COUNTY
BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
November 21, 2017
The Benton County Board
of Commissioners met in regular session on November 21,
2017 in the Benton County
Board Room in Foley, MN with
Commissioners Jake Bauerly,
Warren Peschl, Jim McMahon, Spencer Buerkle and Ed
Popp present. Call to order by
Chair Peschl was at 9:00 AM
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the ﬂag.
Buerkle/Bauerly unanimous to
approve the agenda as amended: add items—Foley Area
C.A.R.E. request for Attorney
Phil Miller to serve on their
Board of Directors; AuditorTreasurer appointment issue;
space needs update; request
from Foley Archery Team.
No one was present to speak
under Open Forum.
Attorney Phil Miller requested Board consideration of the
request of Foley Area C.A.R.E.
offering Miller a seat on their
Board of Directors. Noting that
the County is “his client” and
there is potential for conﬂict of
interest, Miller stated he would
abstain from any issue that involves business with Benton
County. Board consensus to
allow Miller to serve on the
Foley Area C.A.R.E. Board of
Directors.
McMahon/Bauerly unanimous to approve the Consent
Agenda: 1) approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of November 7, 2017 as written; 2)
accept and ﬁle Committee of
the Whole Minutes of October
30, 2017 as written; 3) approve
Resolution 2017-#48 in support
of the Little Rock Lake Association’s application to BWSR
for grant funding to conduct
projects in conjunction with
the Little Rock Lake Drawdown, and authorize the Chair
to sign; 4) approve TrustPoint
Service Agreement, Exhibit A,
listing OneDigital as claims administrator and new authorized
signers; 5) approve agreement
with Hildi Incorporated for a
January 2018 OPEB (Other
Post-Employment Beneﬁts) actuarial study, and authorize the
Chair to sign; 6) approve service contract with Service Master Professional Services of St.
Cloud for provision of cleaning services for Benton County
government buildings, and authorize the Chair to sign; 7) approve Materials Sale Contract
with Steve and Roxanne Eisenschenk, and authorize the Chair
to sign; 8) approve Resolution
2017-#49, accepting aquatic invasive species prevention aid,
and authorize the Chair to sign;
and 9) adopt Resolution 2017#50, accepting donation to the
Benton County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce
from Joy Christian Center, and
authorize the Chair to sign.
Chris Byrd, County Engineer,
explained that Watab Township
wishes to apply for a Local
Road Improvement Program
Grant; although township projects are eligible, they cannot
apply unless the county agrees
to be the ﬁscal agent. Byrd stated that Watab Township is asking that Benton County be the
ﬁscal agent and assist with the
submission of the application,
letting the contract if Watab
is successful in receiving the
grant monies, submitting pay
requests to the contractor, and
project closeout. He noted that
the project that Watab Township would like to submit for
grant funding is an extension
of 5th Avenue; Lee Hanson will
be responsible for the engineering costs. McMahon inquired
if the County will recoup their
administrative costs. Byrd noted that there should be a written agreement between Benton
County and Watab Township
that stipulates the roles and responsibilities of each during the
project. Popp commented that
this project will be a great economic asset for Benton County.
Popp/Bauerly unanimous to
adopt Resolution 2017-#51,
Construction of One Mile Extension of 5th Avenue NE and
Connection to 85th Street NE,
and authorize the Chair to sign.
Byrd explained that MNDOT
recently completed all the ﬁnal
paperwork and documentation
on the CSAH 2/TH 10 project. He noted that there was
a Cooperative Construction
Agreement between Benton
County and MNDOT executed
in 2013—at that time, Benton
County agreed to cost share
in the project at an estimated
amount of $2,320,261; when
bids came in, the estimated participation amount was revised
to $1,859,114.57 and Benton County paid that amount
from identiﬁed County Fund
Reserves at the time. Byrd
stated that ﬁnal quantities of
work completed brings Benton
County’s participation amount
to $1,975,469.86, a difference
of $116,335.29; the difference
comes mainly from small over-

runs of multiple bid items on
the contract, i.e. piping, concrete driveway pavement. He
pointed out that the Agreement
stated that Benton County is
liable for 15% of construction
costs; MNDOT will be invoicing the County for the remainder of this local cost share.
Byrd indicated that this expense
was not anticipated and, thus,
was not budgeted for in 2017;
there are dollars available in the
local road account if the Board
prefers to use that account instead of reserves (in 2013, $1.8
million was paid from reserves;
according to a 2011 resolution, the County committed
$300,000 from the county local
road fund for this project, but
was never used due to this project being scaled down). Peschl
stated his preference for not using dollars from the local road
account. McMahon stated his
belief that the dollars should
come from the local road account because that’s where it
should have come from originally; he did not feel it should
come from reserves. Following brief discussion, motion by
Bauerly to use County reserves
to pay additional cost participation on the MNDOT project
at CSAH 2/TH 10. Second
by Popp. Motion carried with
Peschl, Bauerly, Buerkle and
Popp voting aye and McMahon
voting nay.
Byrd requested formal approval of the Board to attend
the annual meeting and technical conference of the National
Association of County Engineers, April 22-26 in Wisconsin Dells. McMahon inquired
of the county’s policy regarding out of state travel. Monty
Headley, County Administrator, noted that the policy requires approval for a County
Board member to travel out of
state, but does not speciﬁcally
require County Board approval
for a department head to travel
out of state.
The Regular County Board
meeting was recessed at 9:30
AM to conduct a Human Services Board meeting.
The Regular County Board
meeting was reconvened at
9:53 AM.
Roxanne Achman, Department
of Development Director, explained that the minor ﬁnal plat
of “Novak Meadow”, submitted
by Aaron Novak, is located in
Gilmanton Township; this plat
will consist of one 4.03 acre
lot off of a 41-acre parcel. She
noted that access will be off a
private drive; no additional access is planned. Achman stated
that the Planning Commission
reviewed and approved the preliminary plat on November 9,
2017; there will be a $600.00
park dedication fee. Popp/Bauerly unanimous to approve the
ﬁnal plat of “Novak Meadow”
and authorize the Chair to sign
the ﬁnal plat.
Achman explained that the minor ﬁnal plat of “Pine Ridge”,
submitted by Troy and Angela
Roering, is located in Langola
Township; this plat will consist of one 10.41 acre lot off a
96-acre parcel. Achman stated
that the Planning Commission
reviewed and approved the preliminary plat on November 9,
2017; the park dedication fee
of $600.00 has been paid. McMahon/Bauerly unanimous to
approve the ﬁnal plat of “Pine
Ridge” and authorize the Chair
to sign the ﬁnal plat.
Department of Development
Director’s Report: 1) Aquatic
Invasive Species Plan (it is
expected that the Plan will be
completed in early 2018; the
consultant is still in the process
of gathering water samples and
incorporating the data into the
Plan); 2) Buffer Law (Benton
County received approval of
the buffer ordinance by BWSR;
Benton County SWCD reports
that, as of November 1st, 95%
of parcels adjacent to public
waters are in compliance—the
remaining 5% (58 parcels) have
ﬁled a conditional Compliance
Waiver and Request Form,
allowing them extra time;
there are zero parcels requiring enforcement at this time);
3) Helmin/Anderson Gravel
Mine Environmental Assessment Worksheet (the Helmin/
Anderson pit in Glendorado
Township, off County Road 9,
has submitted an EAW for the
expansion of their mine from
39 acres to 96 acres; staff will
be presenting the EAW to the
County Board for approval
to publish, ultimately starting
the public review process);
and 4) Tri-County Organics
(Mark McNamara from the
Department of Development
explained that Pope Douglas Solid Waste Management
Commission has applied to
MPCA for a $375,000 grant to
begin a Regional Source Separated Organics Recycling Program—counties included on
the grant application are Pope,
Douglas, Grant, Stevens and
Ottertail and they have also
approached Stearns County;
Kevin Johnson, owner of TriCounty Organics, is concerned

that if Stearns County were to
commit, Tri-County Organics
would not be able to compete
and they would, possibly, have
to stop operating; McNamara
reported that Stearns County
fully supports Tri-County Organics—he did not feel this
should be a large issue of concern at this time, but that staff
will “keep an eye on” this issue).
Administrator Headley noted
that, a month or so ago, the
Board directed him to send a
letter to area legislators asking if Benton County ofﬁcials
could meet with them to discuss the idea of special legislation that would allow Benton
County to appoint an AuditorTreasurer. Headley reported
on responses received from
Representatives Knoblach and
O’Driscoll—they are not particularly optimistic about the
chances of an “Auditor-Treasurer bill” being successful in
the next legislative session.
Headley noted that Representative O’Driscoll will introduce
the bill if Benton County desires; O’Driscoll feels that if
the bill were to be approved, it
most likely would be included
in an omnibus elections bill, the
outcome of which would not be
known until the last few days
of the session in May. Headley pointed out the complications this could create with the
elections cycle, i.e. individuals
considering ﬁling for an elective ofﬁce while the county is
pursuing making the ofﬁce appointive. He stated that there
is a process that counties can
use to have positions become
appointed—taking it directly
to the voters through a referendum process; in any event,
it may be somewhat confusing
to have an “appointive track” in
the midst of an “elective track”.
Bauerly commented “…given
the election cycle which is set
in statute…and we would be
trying to change that while it’s
going on…there’s not enough
time to get this done properly
given the timeline of the election and the timeline of the
legislature…I think we should
drop it…” Buerkle asked the
question “…are we committed
to going ahead with this…if we
would have a bill introduced, it
would keep this issue alive…
it would send the message that
the County Board is committed to having this position appointed…the system that is set
up now was set up 150 years or
so ago and probably not appropriate in today’s world…” Peschl stated his agreement with
Buerkle, commenting “…we
have a unique situation now…
it may not come up again…”
Popp asked the question—if
we pursue an appointive position in the midst of the election process, will it skew our
qualiﬁed candidates? Bauerly
asked the question—could we
apply for legislation to be effective four years from now?
Headley stated a concern with
introducing a bill at the legislature that our House Chair feels
will likely fail, creating that
record of failure. McMahon
reiterated his desire to “wait
and do a voter referendum” in
the future. Headley stated that
if the position remains elected,
ﬁling for the ofﬁce would occur next summer; the Board
has the statutory responsibility to appoint someone to ﬁll
out Karri Thorsten’s term. He
inquired of the Board’s desire
as far as the selection process
to appoint a successor, stating
his belief that the Board should
take a careful approach to who
they choose to ﬁll out the term
because that person stands
an extremely good chance of
becoming an elected ofﬁcial
come January 2019—the Board
should look at qualiﬁcations
and background and all applicants should be clearly willing
and able to move to Benton
County (if not currently residing in the county) and run for
the elective ofﬁce for the sake
of continuity in the department—also that the desired
applicant not be opposed to
a possible change from elective to appointive in the future.
Headley also noted the Board’s
option of appointing the Interim Auditor-Treasurer to ﬁll out
Karri Thorsten’s term (expires
in January 2019). Nadean Inman, Interim Auditor-Treasurer, stated “… the decision that
the Board makes does impact
me personally…and the whole
department…we have a lot of
things coming up on the calendar…things are working pretty
smoothly in the department…I,
personally, would like to keep
the status quo for the time being…I haven’t ruled out the
possibility of moving to Benton
County if it remains elective…
there’s also the training piece
of bringing in someone new…”
McMahon indicated that he
would like to see Inman remain
as Interim Auditor-Treasurer
with the caveat that, prior to the
timeframe allowed by statute as
far as having to reside within
the county to run for a county

ofﬁce, she make the decision
on her willingness to move; if
not willing to move, she remain
as Interim Auditor-Treasurer
until the newly-elected Auditor-Treasurer takes ofﬁce, at
which time Inman returns to
her former position within the
ofﬁce. Headley suggested that
the Board take some time to
ponder this issue; he will bring
this issue back to a future Board
meeting.
Headley reported that the
Board chose to continue looking at four different properties
in conjunction with county
space needs (East Gate III, Arlington Business Center, Verso
Ofﬁce Building, and Benton
Business Park); staff has started
to explore obtaining estimates
for occupying the various spaces, i.e. build out, IT, telephones,
heating and cooling, security;
this process may take some
time. Headley indicated that
he and Bob Cornelius also met
with the facility manager for
Centra Care to identify what
Benton County’s space needs
would be in the Centra Care
building; although this building would have multiple occupants, there would be shared
spaces as well (Class B market
rate space). Bauerly noted that
the county should identify savings that would occur by having other building occupants;
he noted that the potential occupants of Centra Care, Benton
County and Stearns-Benton
Employment and Training all
receive State and Federal dollars to help some of the same
clients. Headley noted that
Centra Care hopes to have the
developer selected by this summer; “dirt turning” could possibly occur in late 2018, followed
by an 18-month build before
occupancy. Buerkle noted that
going the “Centra Care route”
may require other solutions in
the interim, i.e. use of more
remote work, moving several
staff into existing facilities such
as schools or colleges.
Headley explained that he received a call from Tim Olson
who is associated with the Foley Archery Team (a school-related group); the archery team
would like to build a building
for an indoor archery range and
are looking for long-term operational support from the county
for this facility, i.e. electricity, building maintenance (they
would provide the land and
construct the building). Following brief discussion, there
was consensus of the Board
that the county cannot choose
speciﬁc sports to support.
Board members reported on
recent meetings they attended
on behalf of the county.
Under Commissioner Concerns, Peschl asked for an update on the cleaning of County
Ditch 13 and County Ditch 15.
Regarding County Ditch 13,
County Engineer Byrd stated
that the contractor is very close
to completion of the cleaning.
Regarding County Ditch 15,
Byrd noted that the cleaning
has stalled in order to resolve a
disagreement with an individual on the alignment of the original ditch; staff is also working
toward resolution of the issue
whereby a portion of the ditch
was cleaned that wasn’t supposed to be cleaned.
Popp/McMahon unanimous to
set Committees of the Whole:
November 30, Greater St.
Cloud Development Corporation Meeting of All Investors
and Partners; December 11,
Final Budget Review/ Elected
Ofﬁcial Salaries/Proposed Fee
Schedule Changes.
Buerkle/Popp unanimous to
adjourn at 10:57 AM.
Warren J. Peschl, Jr., Chair
Benton County Board
of Commissioners
ATTEST:
Montgomery Headley
Benton County Administrator
Published Dec.12, 2017
R-51-1B

MIDWEST CLASSIFIED NETWORK
To reach 9 states with your classified call 320-251-1971
PREGNANT?
CONSIDERING
ADOPTION? Call us ﬁrst. Living
expenses, housing, medical, and
continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047
(Void in IL & IN) (MCN)
GILBERT’S SALE YARD MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT SALE, JAN.
15, 9:00 A.M.. Adverting Deadline
Dec. 29. No Small Items, Tires after
Jan. 5. CONSIGN TODAY, 641-3982218, Hwy 218, Floyd, IA, www.
gilbertsaleyard.com (MCN)
CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Competitive Offer! Nationwide
FREE Pick Up! Call Now For a Free
Quote! 888-366-5659! (MCN)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running or
not! All conditions accepted. Free
pickup. Call for details. 855-75266800 (MCN)
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From $50/
Month, includes FREE Genie HD/
DVR # 3 months HBO, SHOWTIME,
CINEMAX, STARZ. Get a $50 Gift
Card. Call 877-894-5275 (MCN)
Change the way you watch TVGet rid of cable and get DIRECTV!
You may also qualify to receive
$100 VISA gift card when you sign
up today - Limited time Only. CALL
NOW! 844-359-1203 (MCN)
Stop paying too much for cable,
and get DISH today. Call 855589-1962 to learn more about our
special offers! (MCN)
DISH Network Satellite Television
Service. Now Over 190 channels
for ONLY $49.99/mo! FREE Installation, FREE Streaming, FREE HD.Add
Internet for $14.95 a month. 1-800732-9635 (MCN)
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page
Publishing will help you self-publish your own book. FREE author
submission kit! Limited offer! Why
wait? Call now: 855-623-8796
(MCN)
CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. North
Central region. Earn up to
$70,000. No touch freight. Good
beneﬁts. All mile paid. Nice equipment. 2 years experience needed.
Call 507-437-9905. Apply on-line
WWW.MCFGTL.COM (MCN)
L & D Handyman Service specializing in plumbing, bathroom
remodels, and interior painting.
Available evenings and weekends. Free estimates within 50
mile radius of Cedar Rapids Iowa.
Call 319-551-7858 or 319-4407124. Leave message and we will
call you back. (MCN)
Are you in BIG trouble with the
IRS? Stop wage & bank levies,
liens & audits, unﬁled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 888-606-6673 (MCN)
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS got
you down? We can help reduce
payments and get ﬁnances under
control, call: 866-871-1626 (MCN)
Are you in Debt? Get help now
with a 30 minute Phone debt
analysis. Mon-Fri 9:00 am to 8:00
pm, Sat: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. All
eastern time. 1-888-306-0480.
(MCN)
Buying a home and need a mortgage? Or, have a home and want
to lower your monthly fees and
reﬁnance? Getting a mortgage is
quicker and easier than ever. Call
now! 855-715-4721 (MCN)
Nothing SAYS “Happy Holidays”
like a NEW shiny trailer! 6’X12’
V-nose ramp door $2,780.00;
6’X12’ Tandem V-nose ramp
door $3,699.00; Dump trailers
$2,989.00; Triton 2-place Enclosed sled trailers; Fuel Trailers.
Free SPARE TIRE with all 14,000#
Equipment/Skidloader
trailers.
515-972-4554 www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com for inventory &
PRICES. (MCN)
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK
PAIN? Medicare recipients may
qualify to receive a pain relieving
brace at little or no cost. Call now!
844-668-4578 (MCN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere.
No tanks to reﬁll. No deliveries.
The All-New Inogen One G4 is
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-852-7448 (MCN)
Diagnosed with Mesothelioma
or Asbestos Lung Cancer? If so,
you and your family may be entitled to a substantial ﬁnancial
award. We can help you get cash
quick! Call 24/7: 866-924-0504
(MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere.
No tanks to reﬁll. No deliveries.
The All-New Inogen One G4 is
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit. Call 844-550-4772
(MCN)
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99.
100 pills for $150 FREE shipping.
Money back guaranteed! 1-800496-3171 (MCN)
YOU or a loved one have an addiction? Very private and Conﬁdential Inpatient care. Call NOW
for immediate help! 800-7619934 (MCN)
Medicare doesn’t cover all of
your medical expenses. A Medicare Supplemental Plan can help
cover costs that Medicare does
not. Get a free quote today by
calling now. 1-855-398-5900
(MCN)
Water Damage in your Home?
Call now for a free, fast quote. Insurance approved. Help restore
your piece of mind! 866-865-1875
(MCN)
SAVE THOUSANDS ON SURPRISE
COSTLY HOME REPAIRS!! With Nations Home Warranty we pay
100% of covered Home repairs!
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY!!
888-925-8106 (MCN)
Leaky Faucet? Broken toilet? Call
NOW and get the best deals with
your local plumbers. No hassle
appointment setup. Call NOW!
866-865-1875 (MCN)
Got Mold- or think you might have
it? Mold can be hazardous to you
and your family’s health! Get rid of
it now! Call our experts and get a
quote today! 855-398-7133 (MCN)
Water Damage? Dealing with
water damage requires immediate action. Local professionals
that respond immediately.l Nationwide and 24/7. No mold calls.
Call today! 1-877-417-5824 (MCN)
Call Empire today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-800213-9527 (MCN)
Moving out of state? Best Interstate Moving and Storage offers
a FREE Quote and A Price Plus
Promise. Call 855-428-6241 Now!
(MCN)
Paying too much for car insurance? Not sure? Want better coverage? Call now for a free quote
and learn more today! 855-4177382 (MCN)
Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Company out of
state move $799 Long Distance
Movers Get Free quote on your
Long distance move. 1-800-5036126 (MCN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere.
No tanks to reﬁll. No deliveries.
Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit. Call 888-572-4944.
(MCN)
Wanna ﬂirt and have some fun?
Livelinks in the best chatline for
meeting real singles who know
how to have a good time! Call
Livelinks and make a real connection. 866-910-1044 (MCN)
DO WARM WINTERS SOUND
GOOD?? Bring your RV down to
the warm Rio Grande Valley. J-5
RV Park in Mission Tx. will welcome you with a country setting,
friendly people and lots of activities to keep you busy. We have a
special for ﬁrst time visitors. Phone
us at 956-682-7495 or 515-4183214 Email j5rvparktx@gmail.com
Tom and Donna Tuttle, Managers
(MCN)
CHEAP FLIGHTS Call now! 1-877295-2904 (MCN)
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ELECTRIC • WOVEN • RAIL
(320) 360-6308
Browerville, MN
The Right Fence... Built RIGHT
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Plus
To advertise in Benton Ag Plus contact
your marketing specialist below

Lynnette Ostendorf
St. Cloud
lynnette@saukherald.com
320-241-1866

Tim Vos
Sauk Rapids
tim@saukherald.com
tim@albanyenterprise.com
320-492-6987

Brent Plumski

Morrison, Northern Benton, Kanabec,
Pine, Mille Lacs & Sherburne Counties,
Foley, Rice, Royalton and Little Falls
brent.p@star-pub.com
320-249-2718

Brian Trattles
Holdingford and Bowlus
brian.t@saukherald.com
320-491-0512
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INDIANAPOLIS VS. BALTIMORE

“I make the process SIMPLE . . . from start to SALE!”
“I move fast and get things done with
our massive marketing plan, including web
technology, magazine, newspaper, etc. “

Grand Prize:
Game Tickets
up to a
$300 Value

PART OF A
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TEAM THAT CLOS0
MORE THAN 15
S
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TRANSACT
PER YEAR!
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Visit me online at

SamLieser.com

22 N Benton Dr, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

320-248-6872
MINNESOTA VS. GREEN BAY

MIAMI VS. KANSAS CITY

SALE

Santa's Favorite Grill!

Gilman Co-op
Creamery

240 Main Street, Foley, MN 56329
320-968-6291 • www.foleylumber.com

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

BUFFALO VS. NEW ENGLAND
0% FINANCING FOR 72 MONTHS - NOT AVAILABLE WITH REBATES
MSRP - $23,475
Discounts - $6,480
OUR PRICE

16,995

Gilman, MN • 320-387-2770
gilmancreamery.com

2017 Chevy Cruze

All 2017 Chevy
Cruze’s are over 25%
off MSRP!

$

*two available at this price!

211 Glen Street • Foley, MN 56329 | Open Monday-Friday 8-6 • Sat 8-2

Senco FinishPro
18-Gauge Brad Nailer

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 7:00 pm
Sat. 7:30 am to 5:00 pm | Sun. 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

www.murphychevrolet.com

R40_1B_BP

ATLANTA VS. NEW ORLEANS

Manea’s
Meats
We thank

The
T
he Sausage
Sausage Specialists
Speccialists

you for your
business!

7999

$

Sam Lieser

www.maneasmeats.com

(320) 253-8683
114 2nd Ave N.,
Sauk Rapids, MN

We are here because of you!

Think of us when grilling this year!

D E N V E R V S . WA S H I N G T O N

LA CHARGERS VS. NY JETS

LA RAMS VS. TENNESSEE

Sunday Football
Wing Special
12 Wingss $
$11
11 • 2
24
4 Wings $24
50 Wings $49
Catering available 7 days a week
Open Thurs. - Sat. 11am -10 pm • Sun. 11 am - 9 pm

Auto - Home
Renters
Business
Life - Health

Paul Nordquist

Michael Opsahl

Ryan Stack

31 Benton Drive N, Sauk Rapids, MN • 320-240-6540
d@smokeindsbbq.com

114 Division Street, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
(320) 259-8178 • (800) 599-9866 | mopsahl@twfg.com • www.twfgmn.net

TA M PA B AY V S . C A RO L I N A

CLEVELAND VS. CHICAGO

Grilling Destination

Central
MN

SAUK RAPIDS
603 N Benton Dr | Sauk Rapids

110 First Street South, Sauk Rapids, MN | 320-252-2141
Store Hours: Open 24 Hours, 7 Days a Week

Employee Owned • www.coborns.com
DETROIT VS. CINCINNATI

320-251-4771

SEE ALL OF OUR
VARIETIES OF
GRILLS AND
GRILLING
ACCESSORIES!

8 N Benton Drive | Sauk Rapids, MN
(320)-251-5383 | www.wipplerhardware.com

JACKSONVILLE VS. SAN FRANCISCO

www.dandbautobody.biz
NY GIANTS VS. ARIZONA

M argo M un di’s
Let oour
ur frugal fashion
outfit your future!
MARGOMUNDIS.COM

• FREE WI-FI
• LUNCH MEETINGS

Find us on

See us on Facebook

Hours: M-F 10-6; Sat. 10-5; Sun. closed

320-255-0912 • 940 35th Ave. NE, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

206 2nd Ave N | Sauk Rapids | 320-258-5552

800-324-8269

800-256-7871

720 Highway 55 West • Watkins, MN

3653 32nd st SE HWY 10 • St Cloud, MN

WARNING: The Polaris RANGER® can be hazardous to operate and is not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s
license to operate. Passengers must be at least 12 years old. Drivers and passengers should always wear helmets, eye protection, and seat belts. Always use
cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. All drivers
should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2017 Polaris Industries Inc.

PITTSBURGH VS. HOUSTON

Sauk Rapids

LIQUOR

December Beer of the Month
All Stella Artois 12 pack bottles & cans
$
All Stella Cidre
12 pack bottles
312 Benton Drive N., SAUK RAPIDS, MN • 320-251-4185

#1

IN CUSTOMER
SERVICE!

99

12

OAKLAND VS. PHILADELPHIA

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

SEATTLE VS. DALLAS

214 2nd Ave. N | Sauk Rapids

Winner of Edina Realty - Sam Lieser______________________________

Winner of Gilman Co-op Creamery_______________________________
Winner of Foley Lumber________________________________________
Winner of Murphy Chevrolet____________________________________
Winner of Manea’s Meats_______________________________________
Winner of Smoke-In D’s BBQ____________________________________
Winner of TWFG Insurance Services______________________________
Winner of Coborn’s_____________________________________________
Winner of Sauk Rapids Hardware Hank___________________________

Winner of D&B Auto Body______________________________________
Winner of Margo Mundi’s_______________________________________
Winner of Rollie’s Rednecks & Longnecks_________________________
Winner of Rockcreek Coffee House_______________________________
Winner of Mies Outland_________________________________________
Winner of Sauk Rapids Liquor___________________________________

Winner of Sauk Rapids Herald___________________________________

ADDRESS

11 2nd Ave. N., Unit 103, Sauk Rapids

www.rockcreekcoffeehouse.com

Due at office by
GAMES
FOR
WEEK
#16
Thurs., Dec. 21 at 12 p.m.
Mark the box for the winning team.

NAME

www.saukrapidsherald.com
320.251.1971

320.281.5713

Hours: Mon-Fri 6 am ‘til 8 pm | Sat 7 am ‘til 8 pm | Sun 8 am ‘til 6 pm

PHONE (

)

PLEASE FILL OUT FORM COMPLETELY!
WRITE CLEARLY, IF WRITTEN ILLEGIBLY, ENTRY WILL BE VOID

Week 14
winner:
Gerald
Bettendorf
Foley
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responsible thing in saying
we know there might be
something happening here,
and we want to do the work
we need to do to determine
whether or not there is an
impact to the ecosystems,”
said Hauck regarding the
purpose of the plan.
During the meeting, many
of the public stakeholders
brought up concerns ranging
from data collection to the
DNR’s agenda.
Kristina
Anderson,
a
project
hydrogeologist
from Northwest AqwaTek
Solutions, said the DNR has

impacting stream ﬂow enough
to where the ﬂow is negatively
impacting the habitat for
aquatic species and living
things, they will need to ﬁnd
ways to manage and offset the
depleted ﬂow.
The Brook and Brown
trout that the DNR has been
stocking in the creek since
1908 rely on a certain level
of ﬂow, cool and oxygenized
water. Some residents called
the ﬁsh non-native and
invasive, stating the species
should not take priority over
irrigation.
“We have a unique
resource period,” said Eric
Altena, DNR Area Fisheries
Manager. “Trout survive in
there for multiple years, and
they used to survive and spawn
in the creek. We’re hoping to
get back to that point with
habitat work. … Whether they
are native or not, they are an
indicator of whether or not
the water quality is actually
good enough. The fact that
they survive is a good thing.
If they are not surviving, then
we have more issues than we
know about right now. If they
are surviving then we know the
water quality, the temperatures
and even the amount of water
is OK.”
Altena reiterated the fact
that the study is less about

the trout and more about the
overall sustainability and
hydrology of the overall
ecosystem.
Some attendees asked the
DNR to consider information
brought forth by the public.
Dan Martens, University
of Minnesota Extension,
suggested keeping the public
involved and using outside
resources brought forth as an
option to learn.
“As this goes forward, we
don’t move forward like we
have it all ﬁgured out; we move
forward like we are continuing
to learn,” Martens said. “I
would hope that people who
have been part of this advisory
committee would continue to
have the opportunity to meet
together as you watch the
gages or collect the data or
watch what’s going on over the
next few years.”

Let us help you
customize your farm

Let the PROPANE EXPERTS Help You Finish Your
Fish House, Deer Stand & Hunting Cabin the Right Way!
Call
Randy
or
Derek
Today!

Great Heaters
Priced Right!
#1
Sportsman
S
Stove
on the
Market!

Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

Full Line Distributor
of Empire Fish House
Heaters & Parts

St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774

“SAFE EQUIPMENT SOLD BY THE GUYS
THAT KNOW PROPANE”

TK Timber
Turning your logs
into USEABLE lumber.

50 Years of Experience!

America’s Propane Company • Open 7:30 am - 4 pm
931 Lincoln Ave, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 · (320) 251 0373

MATERIAL SIZE
MATTERS.

BA37-TFN-TV

We have
everything
you need to
complete your
cabin.

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting

• Log sawingyour site or ours
• Bobcat work
• Excavating and site
prep services
320-266-4909
www.tk-timber.com
Veteran owned company

Testimonial
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“I used to think laser screeding
concrete was very expensive. After
meeting Jeremy and learning more
about his price and process, it was
a good fit for my free stall barn
project. By using Jeremy for the
laser grading and laser screeding
we saved a substantial amount
of time and got the project done
with precision. Jeremy was great
to work with and worked very well
with my employees.”
Brent Czech Owner, New Heights Dairy LLC

Call for a
FREE Estimate!
Offering laser grading
and screed service
for flat, single and dual
sloped floors, silage
pads, chicken barns,
manure pits, barns,
gym floors and more.

Jeremy Janson- Owner
320.980.0972

Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
jerjanson@gmail.com
www.jeremyjansonconstruction.com
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Two Great Options!
p

R51-1B-BP

• Regulators
• Hoses
• Fittings
• Lights
• Propane Tanks
• We fill all sizes
of tanks
including RV’s

Public review of the plan
closes Dec. 22. Once the plan
is reviewed and approved by
DNR Commissioner Tom
Landwehr, the plan will
guide the actions of the DNR
over the next ﬁve years.
The DNR has included they
will continue to work with
stakeholders throughout the
implementation, but has not
conﬁrmed what that interaction
will look like.
“This is an ongoing
process,” said Keith Parker,
DNR Central Region Director.
“Clearly, we have more work to
do as an agency in partnership
with the community. … The
DNR, as an entity, isn’t going
to do it by ourselves. We
really need your help and your
input. I reafﬁrm that we intend
to continue our evaluation.
We aren’t going to take any
aggressive actions until 2023.”

BA51-1B-BP

Sending Heartfelt Wishes

CHARTS SUBMITTED

In 2015, over 95 percent of groundwater use in the Little Rock Creek watershed was used for
agricultural irrigation. The DNR is studying the impact of groundwater use on the stream
and will implement a 5-year action plan.

BA25-tfnB-TV

not proved that groundwater
use is affecting the stream.
“If we are going to change
from page 1B
people’s livelihoods, we need
that data,” Anderson said. “If
Control Agency. After Little
it takes 10 years for us to do
Rock Creek was deemed an
that, let’s do it. Let’s not make
impaired water, the MPCA
policies and rules and change
completed a Total Maximum
peoples’ livelihoods over a
Daily Load report that
lack of data. We only have a
suggested water appropriations
couple years of data on Little
may be affecting water quality
Rock Creek. We don’t have
in the creek.
previous history on it. … Let’s
“As we are permitting
get good solid data and if there
water, it would not be
are effects on that creek, then
responsible for us to simply
we need to come together as a
ignore the connection others
community. But if there is no
have made. We did the
data proving it, we shouldn’t
change people’s livelihood
over that.”
Hauck, in a separate
interview with the Sauk Rapids
Herald staff, disagreed.
“We have observation
wells that go back into the
1970s and more into the
1980s,” Hauck said. “ …
What we are mindful of is
that we want to have enough
data so that we feel conﬁdent
that what we are projecting in
our models matches what we
are seeing in the stream and
in groundwater, so we can be
conﬁdent that our projections
are accurate.”
In 1965, legislation was
passed requiring water users to
provide locations, capacity and
purpose of water, use as well
as requiring owners to measure
their water use with reasonable
Irrigated lands within the Little Rock Creek watershed are accuracy with a ﬂow meter or
described above.
timing device.
“We have cumulative use
that we are certain is impacting
the ﬂow of Little Rock Creek,”
Hauck said. “We are not
sure how much, and we’ll
be clarifying that in coming
years.”
A handful of residents
shared their experiences with
the waterway running dry
before the use of irrigation.
“No one is questioning
...with hopes that the Christmas season brings you
whether
or not the stream
together with friends and family from near and far.
has or has not dried up in the
Thanks for doing business with us
us.
past,” Hauck said. “What
Randy, Jerry, Jim, Thomas, Sandy, Renee, Terry, Mike, Dale,
is at question is how much
Kayla, Steve, Roger, Tom, Todd and Kyle at Pierz Co-op want to
more often, if at all, is our
groundwater use making the
wish you and your families a healthy and happy holiday season!
stream have less water ﬂowing
in it or perhaps even becoming
In order to provide you with prompt service during the
dry more often. We understand
holiday season please remember to order your feed early.
that ﬂuctuations happen, and
there is a range of acceptable
changes we can make to the
stream, acceptable meaning
not having negative impacts.”
If the DNR detects that
Toll Free: Feed 877-468-6655 Agron/Petro 877-438-3378
high groundwater use is

DNR

Order
during the month of
December 2017 and receive $5 per barrel
CRYSTALYX® booking discount!
Call or stop in by December 29, 2017 • Book quantity and type of CRYSTALYX® barrels
Take barrels anytime between now & April 27, 2018.

ALDRICH TRACTOR
• 218-445-5430
www.aldrichtractor.com

Vermeer, the Vermeer logo, Final Cut and Equipped to Do More are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2015 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
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HWY. 10 • VERNDALE, MN

Oak
Park
320.968.7864
Co-op Creamery

Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12
16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN

BA49-1B-BP
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LET’S TALK AG
For Financing to
get you growing...

We are your one-stop shop
for Animal Feed, Seeds & More!
• Hubbard, Heims & Oak Park Feeds - custom
mixing available
• Complete Feed for: calves, chickens, pigs, horses,
dog & cat food, deer mineral blocks and more!
• Corn/Oats and any custom mixed ration
• Feed Delivery
• Food Products Bongard’s cheese and butter,
Schwan’s ice cream treats,
Hope Creamery butter,
Heggies pizza
• Shavings and Wood
Pellets
• Seed corn, soybeans
and seed oats
• And SO MUCH MORE!

T
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Come to us for some great gift ideas!
• Small appliances
• Major appliances
• Power tools

Your
Store...
Your favorite
favorite Hardware
Ha
H
ad
St
Now
Now in
in TWO
TWO locations!
locations!

Oak
Park
320.968.7864

KOCHS HARDWARE

Co-op Creamery

Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12
16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN

FOLEY HARDWARE CO.

12500 MN-23
Milaca, MN 56353

190 Glen Street
Foley MN 56329

(320) 294-5544

(320) 968-7262

LTA51_1B_BP

Welcome to Pioneer Lake Mutual!
Pioneer Lake Mutual was founded in 1902 by local farmers who needed to protect
Reiny
Manager
their property
whenHannekenother insurance companies
would not cover it. The name of the
company has evolved over the years from Pierz Farmers Mutual to Pioneer Mutual, and
after a merger with Long Lake Mutual of Brainerd, MN to Pioneer Lake Mutual Insurance
Company.
Pioneer Lake Mutual Insurance Company operates in the counties of Benton (including
St. Cloud), Cass, Crow Wing, Douglas, Mille Lacs, Morrison, Ottertail, Pope, Sherburne,
Stearns (including St. Cloud), Todd and Wadena.
The company insures farms, hobby farms, homes, rental homes and seasonal homes.
Pioneer Lake Mutual strives to treat customers as the company itself wants to be
treated. That is in a fair and friendly, honest fashion. We strive to provide excellent
coverage at a very fair price. We strive to handle claims in that same tradition. That is to
provide excellent claims handling and be very fair and honest at claim time.
Pioneer Lake Mutual insurance Company looks forward to being your insurance
company.

401 S. Main St.
Pierz, MN 320-468-2516

Insuring your farms
and homes since 1902

e have been
suring your
arms and
omes since
1902”
Reiny Hanneken - Manager
401 S. Main St. | Pierz, MN • 320-468-2516

Check Out Our Other Agents
Cornerstone Insurance
St. Stephen | 320-202-8920
1 Main St W, St. Stephen, MN 56375
The Insurance Shoppe
Foley | 320-968-6217
415 Dewey St, Foley, MN 56329

Hanneken Insurance
Little Falls | 320-632-6592
501 Broadway E, Little Falls, MN 56345
Royal Insurance Agency
Royalton | 320-584-5353
412 N Highway 10, Royalton, MN 56373

THANK A FARMER

TIS’ THE SEASON TUESDAY SALE!
12/19/17
CHEESE GIFT BOXES MAKE A
GREAT GIFT IDEA

We have
w
need th hat you
is holida
y
season!

HUGE TOOL SALE
• Milwaukee
• DeWalt
• Clothing

Come check out

TODDS TOYLAND!

D i d yo u k n o w t h a t o n e A m e r i c a n f a r m e r s u p p l i e s
f o o d f o r 1 4 4 p e o p l e w o r l d w i d e e a c h d ay ?

ST. CLOUD | DASSEL | WILLMAR

NEW SKID LOADERS

0% FOR 48
MONTHS!

1.9% FOR 60
MONTHS

and much more!

Let Gilly help you and your
calves have a better winter!

S595
BA51-1B-BP

Calf warmers, calf waterers, calf
blankets & milk energizer!
Hay & Straw (large square
and round bales)

Gilman Co-op Creamery

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 9-1
Good service - fair prices - every day

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

Reiny Hanneken- Manager
401 S. Main St.
Reiny Hanneken- Manager
Pierz, MN 320-468-2516

We and Grinnell Mutual are proud to protect many of

0% for 36 months on QUALIFIED
attachment purchases

our area farmers with quality farm insurance.

320-252-6650
advantageoneins.com

50+ Used Units in Stock! | Sales | Service | Parts | Rental
Call Today 1-844-262-2281
810 Mayhew Lake RD, NE. St Cloud, MN 56379

• ALBANY • HOLDINGFORD • LONG PRAIRIE
• SAUK CENTRE • 2 LOCATIONS IN ST. CLOUD

Keep your
horses healthy!

401 S. Main St.
Pierz, MN 320-468-2516
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Merry Christmas

Cornerstone Insurance
St. Stephen | 320-202-8920
1 Main St W, St. Stephen, MN 56375
The Insurance Shoppe
Foley | 320-968-6217
415 Dewey St, Foley, MN 56329

$500www.gillelandchevrolet.com
Visa Gift Card

homes since
1902”

Royal Insurance Agency
Royalton | 320-584-5353
412 N Highway 10, Royalton, MN 56373

MIMBACH
Ba45

FLEET SUPPLY
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t
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a
GILLELAND
taken by 12/31/17. Must present this coupon. fi
EMPLOYEE CAN PURCHASE FOR!!

631628so12/11/16

Hanneken Insurance
Little Falls | 320-632-6592
501 Broadway E, Little Falls, MN 56345

COUPON

with
any To
new
or
Our Gift
You...
pre-owned
vehicle
All Remaining New 2016
&
purchased*
New 2017 Silverados Priced at

3355 QUAIL RD NE
SAUK RAPIDS, MN
888.276.3889
320.250.1682

WWW.MIMBACHFLEET.COM

Not compatible
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Gilleland Coupons
and/or previous
purchase.
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3019 W. Division St. • St. Cloud, MN 56301 • 320-251-4943
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ST. PAUL — The Minnesota Department of Agriculture
has announced new restrictions on the use of the herbicide
dicamba in Minnesota for the 2018 growing season.
Dicamba is primarily used for controlling postemergence broadleaf weeds. The new restrictions are in
addition to those announced by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency in October. The affected formulations are
XtendiMax by Monsanto, Engenia by BASF and FeXapan
by DuPont.
The decision follows the MDA’s ongoing investigation
and an informal survey last summer into reports of crop
damage from alleged dicamba off-target movement.
In an effort to prevent dicamba-related complaints
in 2018, Minnesota Agriculture Commissioner Dave
Frederickson thoroughly reviewed the new EPA label
restrictions, the MDA’s survey results, peer reviewed
literature and sought extensive input from the Minnesota
Soybean Growers Association Drift Task Force, University
of Minnesota Extension weed scientists and the pesticide
manufacturers on the underlying causes of damage. Based
on the review, Frederickson set forth these additional
protocols for dicamba use for the 2018 growing season:
Cutoff date: Do not apply after June 20. Setting an
application cutoff date of June 20 is expected to help reduce
the potential for volatility (movement). The majority of
Minnesota soybeans are still in the vegetative growth stage
by June 20, and research has shown plants in the vegetative
stage are less affected than those in the reproductive stage.
Cutoff temperature: Do not apply if the air temperature
of the ﬁeld, at the time of application, is over 85 degrees
Fahrenheit or if the National Weather Service’s forecasted
high temperature for the nearest available location for the
day exceeds 85 degrees Fahrenheit. Research has shown
that dicamba volatilization injury increased with an increase
in temperatures.
“Dicamba is an important tool for soybean growers to
manage weeds, and I believe these additional restrictions
will minimize the off-target movement,” Frederickson said.
“I want to thank University of Minnesota Extension, in
particular professor Jeff Gunsolus for his research report
on dicamba, and the Minnesota Soybean Growers for their
input on this important issue. We will be closely monitoring
the herbicide’s performance with these restrictions in 2018.”
In Minnesota, the XtendiMax, Engenia and FeXapan
formulations of dicamba are restricted-use pesticides for
retail sale to and for use by only certiﬁed applicators.

Dairy workshop, crop notes

observations about high moisture rolled or shelled
Emily Wilmes shared that University of
corn at 40 percent moisture. This corn can get
Minnesota Extension will be hosting a workshop
for dairy producers titled, “Farming in Tough
mushy, more acidic and cows may not eat it well.
Times.”
The Wisconsin article said there may be higher
This workshop is for area dairy producers
yeast and alcohol levels. Jim added that starch
who may ﬁnd themselves confronting various
breaks down faster in the rumen with higher
challenges as a result of the economic state of
moisture (and softer kernels). This can cause
agriculture. The workshop will take place Jan. 17
digestive upsets and off-feed issues. It can be
from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Shady’s Hometown
mixed with dry corn in the ration to stagger rumen
Tavern and Event Center, 451 Railroad Ave., BY DAN MARTENS fermentation. Farmers are often concerned about
University of
Albany. Registration begins at 10 a.m.
corn being too wet and freezing badly in storage.
MN Extension
A great line up of speakers and topics has
Variety trials
been selected for this workshop.
The 2017 Minnesota Field Crop Trial results
Sandy Hansen-Wolff, of Ag Venture Feed & Seed and are available at http://z.umn.edu/croptrials for variety trails
Rock Solid Motion, will share her story of loss and growth including alfalfa, barley, canola, corn grain, corn silage, oat,
and how to get through the challenging times.
soybean, spring wheat, wild rice, winter rye and winter wheat.
Extension ag economist Joleen Hadrich will speak
Reminders
about managing non-revenue stream investments and low
Thursday, Jan. 4: East Central Irrigators and Bentoncommodity prices.
Sherburne Corn Growers workshop and meeting. Jack and
Ted Matthews, a rural mental health specialist, will discuss Jim’s Event Center, 11025 Duelm Road NE, Foley. The event
maintaining your mental health in various stages of life.
will conduct business meetings as well as include presentations
Lastly, local dairy producers will share their own about drones, managing stress and Minnesota Department of
experiences related to making decisions in challenging times, Agriculture nitrogen management rules. Registration is free
growing and diversifying their business, and exiting the for those who have memberships paid for 2018. Non-members
business.
are invited at a cost, paid at the door.
Dairy producers from all size farms and stages of life are
Contact Tony Eilers, president of East Central Irrigators
welcome to attend, as well as farmers from any enterprise. It is (320) 290-5030, or Sean Arnold, president Benton-Sherburne
also encouraged that agribusinesses who work with producers Corn Growers (320) 980-1733 with questions or for more
attend. Pre-registration helps with meal counts, but is not information.
required. Pre-register no later than Jan. 12. Contact Emily
Wilmes at 320-255-6169, ext 3 with questions or to preregister.
Crop observations
I have gotten a couple calls from people considering
options for wet corn that is still in ﬁelds; some that tested
around 40 percent moisture.
Wisconsin Extension offers a practical discussion about
Night Shift Welder
high moisture corn options at http://corn.agronomy.wisc.
Virnig Manufacturing, Inc. is seeking a night shift production
edu/Management/L062.aspx. You are welcome to call for a
welder with mild steel MIG welding experience.
copy. Be sure to do temperature adjustments prescribed with
Applicants must be able to build products by reading
moisture testing equipment. I heat-dried four samples from
blueprints and using jigs and fixtures.
ﬁelds and calculated 26, 29, 34 and 36 percent moisture.
We offer an attractive starting wage with potential
Regional extension dairy educator Jim Salfer shared his
for accelerated pay progression.
Night Shift employees earn a night shift differential.

TIRES
Gilman Co-op Creamery

• Health Insurance
• 401(k), PTO and Paid Holiday
• Disability, Dental and Life Insurance • Equal Opportunity Employer
Apply in person or online at:

(Mounting Available)

320-387-2770

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5
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Benefits include:

Skid loader
& Implement
BA-Dec16-TFN-B

New restrictions
on use of
dicamba herbicide

Virnig Manufacturing, Inc.
BA-Dec16-1B-RB

101 Gateway Dr. NE, Rice, MN 56367
virnigmfg.com

QUALITY PRODUCTS…
PEOPLE WHO CARE.
VISIT ANY OF OUR FOUR LOCATIONS
FOR ALL YOUR FARM NEEDS

Give your calves the best possible start this winter!
• Calf-cal high energy supplement
• Calf blankets

BUILDINGHIPS
S
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W
N
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SERV

If it’s time to cover your home, barn, shed, utility building
or any other project, metal panels are the durable and
sustainable choice.

Classic
Clas
Cl
assiic Ri
as
Rib
ib

Pro-Panel II

Metal Sales Classic Rib and Pro-Panel II roof and wall panels
are available in a wide selection of ENERGY STAR® listed
colors and standard trims.

We have you dog and cat food!
What is more important than fresh water this winter?

• Ritchie & Franklin waterers and parts
• Ice-melt heaters and devices

A 45 year finish warranty makes Classic Rib and
Pr-Panel II Panels a durable and economical
option for just about any metal roof or wall
project.

ORDER FEED FROM OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.SUNRISEAGCOOP.COM

BUILDING CENTER

BA51-1B-BP

2017 Chevy Cruze
All 2017 Chevy Cruze’s are over 25% off MSRP!

$23,475
Discounts $6,480
$
MSRP

Sale Price

16,995

*two available at this price!

211 Glen Street • Foley, MN 56329
29 | Open Monday-Friday 8-6 • Sat 8-2

www.murphychevrolet.com

BA51-1B-BP

240 Main Street, Foley, MN 56329
320-968-6291 • www.foleylumber.com

9361 Creamery Dr., Buckman • 468-6433
Hwy. 27, Lastrup • 468-2543
Hwy. 25, Little Rock • 584-5147
14395 Hwy. 25, Pierz • 468-2168

BA51_1B_BP

CALL US IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN SHIPPING
YOUR MILK TO FIRST DISTRICT ASSN.

