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Dear Parents,
What a good year 2016 has been for us at Woodside! I am excited to see what
learning ventures 2017 holds for us. Since the beginning of the school year, the
staff has worked hard to plan units of study, on-going assessments, and strategies
that engaged students in rich learning opportunities. Fall DRA testing provided
information on student reading levels at the beginning of the year. Many of our
students participated in the district-wide Summer Reading Challenge. The
program was designed to prevent the summer reading slide, encourage students
to read, and to create a culture of reading across the district.
Woodside is a school of readers and we take pride in recognizing our Top
Accelerated Readers (AR) and Einstein Award Readers at our school community
assemblies. At our recent assembly, over 200 reading certificates were presented
to students in grades K-5; and a classroom certificate was awarded to Ms. Branch
and to each of her 3rd grade students, for 100% participation in reading books and
passing AR tests. We expect the number of individual awards and classroom
awards to increase with each passing month. Yes, we are a school of readers!
January marks the beginning of a new year and a chance to have a fresh start in
some ways. Take time over the winter break to talk with your child(ren) about the
work they have been doing the past year academically, socially and
behaviorally. These conversations, along with information gained during
November parent conferences, will help create new goals for the rest of the school
year. Goals may range from reading five more minutes a night, to taking a more
active role in your child’s learning. Just like adults, children benefit from setting
goals and having something to work toward.
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Each year, all schools in Everett Public Schools are required to update their School
Improvement Plan (SIP). The Woodside plan focuses on improving academic
achievement across content areas, the social emotional well being of students, and
increasing parent/community partnerships. SIP plans will be posted and
accessible for parent review on the school website in January.
In the spirit of the season, I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to the staff and
parents who work so hard to help others in our Woodside community during
these festive times and throughout the year. I find this to be a great opportunity
also to thank all of our parents, grandparents, volunteers, and especially the
Woodside PTA for all they have done for students. We are so fortunate to have
parents who consistently support classrooms, school activities, and programs. It's
difficult to think of a better blessing for the season than knowing you can make
such a difference, one student at a time.
It is truly a pleasure to work with your children at Woodside. Have a wonderful
winter break and I look forward to our continued work together in 2017.

Sincerely,

Dr. Betty J. Cobbs, Principal
bcobbs@everettsd.org

Toucan Flyer 2016-2017
Bi-Monthly Newsletter of
Woodside Elementary School
17000 23rd Ave SE, Bothell WA 98012
http://www.everettsd.org/Domain/33
Christina and David Northall, Editors

The district shall provide equal educational opportunity and treatment for all students in all
aspects of the academic and activities program without regard to race, color, national origin,
creed, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender expression, gender identity, veteran or military
status, the presence of any physical, sensory or mental disability or the use of a trained dog
guide or service animal by a student with a disability.
Designated to handle inquiries about nondiscrimination policies are:
Affirmative Action Office – Carol Stolz, cstolz@everettsd.org, 425-385-4106
Title IX Officer – Randi Seaberg, rseaberg@everettsd.org, 425-385-4104
504 Coordinator – Becky Ballbach, rballbach@everettsd.org, 425-385-4063
ADA Coordinator – Becky Clifford, rclifford@everettsd.org, 425-385-5250
Address: 3900 Broadway, Everett, WA 98201

Stay Safe, Own Your Own Actions, Always be a Leader, Respect Others and Yourself! S.O.A.R!
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The Principal’s Corner - Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying

If you've ever heard an adult - or anyone else - say that bullying is "just a fact of life" or
"no big deal," you're not alone! Too often, people just don't take bullying seriously - or
until the sad and sometimes scary stories are revealed.
Bullying can be pushing, shoving, hitting, and spitting, as well as name calling, picking
on, making fun of, laughing at, and excluding someone. "Cyber bullying" is when a child,
preteen or teen is tormented, threatened, harassed, humiliated, embarrassed, or
otherwise targeted by another child, preteen or teen using the Internet, interactive and
digital technologies, or mobile phones. Bullying and cyber bullying causes pain and
stress to victims and is never justified or excusable as "kids being kids," "just teasing" or
any other rationalization. The victim is never responsible for being a target of bullying or
cyber bullying.
At Woodside, we believe that everybody should enjoy our school equally and also enjoy
a peaceful life at home while on the Internet and feel safe, secure and accepted regardless
of color, race, gender, popularity, athletic ability, intelligence, religion and nationality.
Our schools must always be havens in which we learn and work together, and never
places of refuge for those who bully or intimidate. Students should be encouraged to
report an act of bullying to their teacher, our school counselor, Ms. Anne Jensen, the
assistant principal, Ms. Marguerite Moskat, or to me personally. The primary reason that
students do not report being bullied is the fear of retaliation. Failure to report an incident
of bullying will only assure that it will continue and will likely begin to negatively affect
additional students. We must remember to be watchful for signs of bullying, harassment,
or mistreatment of our students.
Please keep in touch with your child’s teacher through planning books/folders, notes,
phone calls, and volunteering. I want to continue to foster this partnership to ensure the
continued success of our students. Communication is a vital key and always brings
understanding.
Please refer to our website for updated information,
http://www.everett.k12.wa.us/woodside/.
Your child’s learning experiences at
Woodside Elementary School are greatly impacted by your support, enthusiasm, and
involvement. As always, please feel free to contact me at any time.
Sincerely,
Dr. Betty J. Cobbs, Woodside Principal
bcobbs@everettsd.org
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From Your Assistant Principal…
December 2016
Dear Woodside Families,
Are you planning a family trip for the holidays? As you think about your arrangements,
we want to stress the importance of sending your child to school every day possible.
Every year, absences spike in the weeks before and after the winter holiday as families
squeeze in a few more vacation days. It is time to break that cycle. We know that just a
few missed days here and there, even if they are excused absences, can add up to too
much lost learning time and put your child behind in school. This is as true in
kindergarten as it is in high school. Put simply, too many absences at any age can affect
a student’s chances for academic success and eventually for graduation.
We recognize that holidays are an important time for
reconnecting with families far away. The costs of plane
tickets often influence when you want to travel.
Nevertheless, keep in mind the costs to your children’s
education if they miss too much school - and the
message you will be sending about the importance of
attendance. Even if you have a homework packet from
the teacher, it does not make up for the interaction and
learning that happens in the classroom. Our teachers will be teaching, and our students
will be learning, right up until vacation starts and the first day back. You can help us
convey that message. This holiday season; give your children the gift of an education and
the habit of attendance.
Happy Holidays!
Marguerite M. Moskat, Assistant Principal
MMoskat@everettsd.org
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Calendar
February

December

16th Choir Concert 1:45 and 7:00 pm
12th PTA meeting 7pm
20th – 21st No school, Mid-Winter
15th Choir Holiday Caroling 2-4
Break
16th Popcorn Friday/Crazy Hat
23rd Stem Fair 6-7
Day
January
24th Popcorn Friday/Mustache Day
16th Holiday Sing Along (in
2nd No School
27th PTA Meeting 7pm
school)
th
TBD - Skate Night
19th – Jan 2nd Winter Break 16 No School
th
16 Focus Day - Olympia
19th Math Night 6-7:30
23rd PTA Meeting 7pm
27th Popcorn Friday/Backwards Day
30th No School
31st Skate Night 6:30 – 8:30
TBD – Reflections District Art Show

Announcements…
Girls on the Run Program coming to Woodside for girls in
grades 3-5 – Spring 2017!
Reminder: The lost and found is overflowing and will be donated
soon! Please remember to put your child’s name in their
jackets/coats, lunchboxes, etc. so that we can get these items
back to their owners!

The Health Room needs size 5 and 6 underwear for both
boys and girls. If you can donate some new underwear, it
will be greatly appreciated!
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Good attendance benefits your child’s education.
Research is clear – students who attend school regularly
do better academically and are more likely to establish work
habits that help them succeed in life and work. At Woodside,
we are committed to helping your child be successful in school.
Following the guidelines set by the Federal BECCA laws and the
State of Washington laws, Everett Public Schools and thereby Woodside has
updated our attendance policies and procedures this year. In an effort to
communicate more effectively with our Woodside families, we recently sent
home our updated Attendance Policy brochure. Please take a moment and
read the brochure. If you need another copy, please call the office or ask
your child’s teacher to send one home.
As a school, we are focused on reducing the number of unexcused absences
our students have, either full day or half day. Each day your child is ill,
please keep him/her home and call the attendance line to report the absence.
If your child will be missing any part of the school day due to an
appointment, we ask you provide us with a note from that appointment If
you are planning a family vacation, either for a day or two or a week, please
complete our Planned Absence Form. You can find this form on the
Woodside website. These are all ways we can ensure your student’s absences
have been excused.
If you have any further questions, please call the school office at (425)3857800.
To report your child’s absence, please call the Woodside 24 hr. attendance
line at (425)385-7805.
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Math Corner…
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Music With Mrs. Hill…
What’s happening in music this winter?
The 5th Graders have been performing the Japanese folk song, Yuki on the
xylophones, as we practice our instrument performing skills. Starting in January,
we will begin studying instruments of the orchestra and instrument families
(woodwind, brass, strings, and percussion).
The 4th Graders have been practicing sixteenth note rhythms in a variety of ways
through listening, performing on xylophones, singing, reading, and writing. Ask
your child what a sixteenth is, how to write it, and how to perform one! In the New
Year we will begin preparing for our Washington; The Evergreen State Concert,
which will be on Thursday, March 23rd at 7:00PM!
The 3rd Graders have been reading and writing music on the staff including do-remi-sol-la as we prepare for our recorder unit in February. To ring in the New Year,
we will begin studying instruments of the orchestra and instrument families
(woodwind, brass, strings, and percussion).
The 2nd Graders have been working on a Nutcracker Unit. We have been
performing movements and instruments to March of the Toy Soldiers and Dance
of the Sugar Plum Fairy. Ask your child who composed the music to the Nutcracker
and what movements we have learned to help us listen and understand the
different songs. In January we will begin our Peter and the Wolf unit as we learn
about instrument families (woodwind, brass, strings, and percussion) and
individual instruments.
The 1st Graders are working on the xylophones. We have been practicing keeping
a steady beat and moving up and down on the instruments while counting 1-8 (C,
D, E, F, G, A, B, C) and 8-1 (C, B, A, G, F, E, D, C). Ask your child if they can share
with you how to do the counting with sign language. In the New Year we will begin
reading and writing our first rhythms: quarter note and eighth notes.
The Kindergarteners just finished performing and creating on the xylophones. This
month we have been listening to different styles of music as we learn how to
describe and move to the music we hear.
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To help reinforce music at home, please always encourage your child to show you
new or favorite songs from music class! The more each student practices at home,
the more progress they will make in music class!

Upcoming Music Events
Choir Caroling with Cookies and Cocoa
Thursday, December 15th 2:00-4:30PM
(Please note this is an after school choir event)
Choir Concert
Thursday, February 16th 1:45PM and 7:00PM
Choir Final Rehearsal/Breakfast Party
Tuesday, February 28th 7:10AM-8:10AM
4th Grade Concert: Washington; The Evergreen State
Thursday, March 23rd 1:45PM and 7:00PM
Snohomish Honor Choir (Select 4th and 5th grade choir students)
Monday, April 18th 7:00PM at the Everett Civic Auditorium
1st Grade Concert: Old McDonald Had a Farm
Thursday, March 27th 1:45PM and 7:00PM
To keep up to date on music events
and concerts make sure to regularly
check the music website!
http://www.everettsd.org/woe-thill

Tricia Hill, Woodside Music Teacher
THill@everettsd.org
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From Your PTA!!

Our PTA is sponsoring the Junior Achievement program this
year and is looking for parent volunteers to help bring the
world of work, business, and life experience into our
children’s classrooms. As a volunteer, you can be that
positive adult role model, help cultivate a passion for
learning and inspire our children to see a brighter future.
Parent or community volunteers present engaging hands-on
activities to a classroom (a total of 5 lessons, 30 – 50 minutes
each, depending on grade level). Please contact Jonis BlackParr at jonis.blackparr@gmail.com to sign up or for any
questions.

BOOK IT runs from Oct 1, 2016-March 31, 2017.
A reading log/calendar is sent home monthly
and due back the beginning of each month.
BOOK IT motivates children to read by
rewarding their reading accomplishments with praise, recognition,
and PIZZA.
Sponsored by Pizza Hut and proudly coordinated by your PTA

http://www.bookitprogram.com/

info@woodsidepta.com
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Recent PTA sponsored programs:

The Pacific Science Center bus came and students learned
about Rocks and how they make the earth rumble and move!! Thank you to all students and families who
supported our Fall Book Fair. With each book sale, we earned Scholastic $’s, which we used to "buy" new
books for our library. Your students have nearly 100 new titles to borrow! We provided soup for lunch for
Staff Appreciation. Harvest Bingo was a big success and had a great turnout! Popcorn Friday and Spirit Day
is the last Friday of every month! The Art Docent Team continues to provide our students with excellent art
lessons – all by PTA volunteer. A huge THANK YOU! to all our volunteers and donors. We couldn’t do
everything we do without you, and the students and staff appreciate it immensely!
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Mrs. Jensen’s Counselors’ Corner…
Social-Emotional Learning at Woodside
The elementary years bring exciting new challenges and opportunities. It’s
the prime time to nurture social and emotional awareness and skills for
learning. This year, the Everett School District purchased the updated
version of the research-based Second Step program. I am visiting
kindergarten classrooms weekly and grades 1-5 every other week
throughout the school year to teach social-emotional skills, as well as other
guidance curriculum.
With social-emotional learning (SEL), kids gain skills that will last a lifetime.
Down the road, what they learn in the classroom will be key to making their
career dreams become a reality. Social-emotional skills help deliver a
professional employee with sought-after attributes. From solving problems
on the job to communicating with the world, students gain skills that can
help prepare them for the future. By teaching invaluable social-emotional
skills today, we create lasting results for tomorrow.
What SEL is:
• Recognizing emotions in oneself and others
• Managing strong emotions
• Having empathy for others
• Controlling impulses
• Communicating clearly and assertively
• Maintaining cooperative relationships
• Making responsible decisions
• Solving problems effectively
SEL and Workforce Readiness
More and more business leaders are listing social-emotional skills alongside
technical savvy or subject-matter mastery in their key recruitment criteria.
But how exactly does social-emotional learning (SEL) translate to the
workplace.
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▪ Empathy can help
you avoid staff
attrition by staying
in touch with what
your employees are
feeling; similarly, it
can help you meet
the needs of your
customers.
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latest product to a
client.

help avoid a crisis.

▪ Communication isn’t
 Problem solving is
just about using good
an essential skill not
grammar and
only in the workplace
spelling; it’s also
but in life. The ability
about listening
to face roadblocks
respectfully and
calmly by thinking
focusing attention,
through the problem,
and it’s essential to
brainstorming
▪ Emotion
teamwork, client
solutions,
and
trying
management can
relations, and your
them
out
is
something
help you deal with any
relationships with
any
employer
will
conflict you may be
your boss,
value.
having in your
employees, and
personal life so you
coworkers.
can behave more
▪ Impulse control is a ▪ Assertiveness (as
calmly and
key workplace skill,
professionally in your
opposed to passivity
especially
in
our
workplace.
or aggression) goes a
digital world. It’s all
long way toward
too
easy
to
fire
off
an
▪ Emotion recognition
getting what you want
angry
email
can
help
you
or need without
immediately.
Calming
understand when is or
insulting or offending
down
and
thinking
is not a good time to
the other person.
carefully
before
give your boss some
bad news or pitch the pressing “send” can

Information taken from

(www.secondstep.org)

17

Woodside Toucan Flyer

January/February 2016

In the Gym with Mr. Suda!
Woodside Health and Fitness-Winter 2016/2017
PE with Mr. Suda
The students at Woodside Elementary have been working hard; getting fit and learning and practicing
skills. There has been a strong emphasis on learning and practicing gross motor movement skills like
galloping, skipping, sideways sliding, hopping, jogging, and running. While also improving our
fitness levels by getting our heart rates elevated. The primary students have been doing relays, and
also practicing throwing and kicking skills. Listening to directions, learning and following class
procedures, and working together have been major points of emphasis during these first months of
school.
The intermediate students, in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades, have had fitness pretests, running the pacer
endurance test, and doing the curl-up test, and 5th graders doing the push-up test. The intermediate
students have also been working on fitness levels and their gross motor movements. They have also
been practicing soccer and basketball skills. Woodside students participated and helped set a new
world record for the Guinness Book of World Records for the most people cup stacking for at least 30
minutes on the same day worldwide. Woodside had 300 students cup stacking to help set the new
world record.
Please help your student to remember to wear proper shoes and clothing on their PE day, and please
send me a note with your child if they need to sit out or take it easy during PE due to injury or illness.
Thanks for all your support. Let’s keep our Woodside students moving for fitness!
Please call or e-mail me if you have any questions.
Don Suda, Physical Education Specialist
DSuda@everettsd.org

In the Computer Lab…
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Woodside students participated in
in celebration of
Computer Science Education Week 2016!

This year, the Hour of Code featured Moana: Wayfinding with Code, a partnership with
Code.org and Disney. But Minecraft was, once again, the favorite coding activity!
Students engaged in various coding and programming activities in the computer lab
using the programming skills they have learned over the past month in their Code.org
coding courses.
Kindergartners and 1st graders experienced coding activities on Kodable.com.
Encourage your students to visit these coding websites at home:

www.code.org
www.scratch.mit.edu
www.cs-first.com

Everett School District News…
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Prepare for bad weather
How to find emergency school schedule information (usually by 5:45 a.m.)
See Safety and Emergencies page under Parents tab on district website for full details and other
resources.
 FlashAlert.net: You can subscribe to receive notices at the same time those notices are sent
to media outlets, or you can bookmark this site to check for a listing of regional school
emergency schedule information.
 Media news reports (Media gets information from FlashAlert)
 District website: www.everettsd.org
 District information line at 425-385-4636
 Blackboard Connect* calls, emails and text messages made to families beginning as early
as 5:45 a.m.
*Please be sure your contact information is current at your school.
 Program impact chart outlines how various school programs and activities are impacted
when school is cancelled or starts late.
No announcement means schools are on a regular schedule.

Snow routes are online!
School drop off and pick up locations may change in an emergency situation. If your child rides a bus
to school, please become familiar with the snow route information on the district transportation
department’s webpage.
Kindergarten registration begins in January
Do you have a child who will be 5 years old by Aug. 31, 2017?
If “yes,” these three dates are really important:
 Jan. 16, 2017 – Get kindergarten registration materials online, or,
 Jan. 18, 2017 – Get paper copies of kindergarten registration materials at elementary
school offices
 Jan. 23, 2017 – registration begins at all 17 district elementary schools
Which school will your kindergartner attend?
To find out, click on School and Route Finder under the Parents tab, or call the transportation office at
425-385-4144.

January is School Board Appreciation month
The month of January marks the annual observance of School Board Recognition – a time to salute
the work of school board members and celebrate public education. You can learn more about the new
board members online.

Smarter Balanced Assessments
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Because Smarter Balanced Assessments are such an important topic for families, the link to everything
you ever wanted to know about these tests is in the Quicklinks section on the district home page.
Support for students in temporary or inadequate housing
If your family is in a temporary or inadequate living situation due to a loss of housing or a family crisis,
your child may be eligible for certain educational rights and services. If you lost your housing and now
live in a shelter, motel, vehicle, camping ground, temporary trailer, on the street, doubled up with family
or friends, or in another type of temporary or inadequate housing, your child might be able to receive
help through a federal law called the McKinney-Vento Act.
The McKinney-Vento Act may be able to provide support through transportation so that your child can
continue enrolled in school, or through access to programs and services so that your child can
participate fully in school.
Please contact your child’s counselor or Amy Perusse, McKinney-Vento Facilitator,
aperusse@everettsd.org, 425-385-4032, for more information.
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Happenings Around Woodside…
Reading Night was again a
great success! The students
exchanged books, dressed
up like a pirate, wrote book
reviews, made bookmarks,
and wrote poems!

4th Graders learned a lot about beginning soccer fundamentals this fall!
Special thanks for Mr. Suda, Mrs. Gamlyn and Ms. Erika for coaching these
amazing fourth graders!
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Our Robotics teams competed at the annual Robotics Games Competition, they worked
hard and performed well! They learned a lot about programming from older teams and
had a fun-filled day! Congratulations for representing our school well!
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From Mrs. Clements’ Kindergarten class:
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