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The Jonah Field

The Jonah Field i o peaty 30,000 scre natural ga fiekd
located in Sublette County. Wyoming. Beginning in 1993, a
new technique for fracturing the rock sbntrate wai put 1o use
in the Jonah Field and has dince made it one of the nation’s
largest natural gas fields i the lower 48 stater A Jonah
Research Plan win developed. in part. fo manage and
jpresenve the aultural resources encountered in the Jonsh Field
and 1o help peovide further understanding of padt humas
Weways by filling in the gaps In the archasological recond.
Anather purpose of the Rewarch Plan &5 1o indorm and share
with the public the Information gained trough the study of
the cultural resources in the Jonah.

Chronology of the Jonah Field
Ovar the fast 15 years, information about the prehiitory of
expanentially.

Additicnally, um:?sawumnmnm
been  collected  from  the Jonsh Field by  Current
Archaeclogical Research, Inc. alone. From these dates.
proectile points and eir auocisted sites. the prehitory of
the Jonah Field paints an inferesting picture through time.

The Palecindian Period

» Seven mdiocarbon dates (>B500 veari before present
{BP)} from fire hearth type features in the fonsh Fleld.

= Moat Palecindian wies conshit of nsrisce finds of diagnoitic
projectile point.

« Palecindisn fwe hearth: contaln faunsl bone from
unidentifisble small mommals or jackrabbit and the
primary fuel wource: inclucde sagebrush snd birch,

» Two Eden points found in buried contexts.

=+ Point types have included Foliom, Agate Basin. Hell Cap.
Albertn. Cody {Sottsbluff and Eden} and Angortura and
are often made from the local Alkali Creek, fossliferoas
and oolitic chert materiabi,
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The Early Archaic Period
= Separsted into the Great Divide Phase from B500-6000
‘years BP and the Opal Phate from 6000-3600 yean BR
= 17 mdiccarton dates from the Great Divide Phase and
217 radioearbon dates from the Opal Phase.

+ Common arfifscts include ground stome manos and

Fotoischied Makes) and betaces fe.g.. bnhves, drill).

« Faunsl memaing often from jackrnbbits. cottontail mbbits
and antelope: Bison remains occasionally identified in later
Opal Py Fosture.

Macroflorsl anahyis has identified chared prickly pear
cactus, gooteloot eeds. Indian ricegrass seeds. mustard
seedh, Biftermoot and biscultroot, Spebrush b the primary
Tusl ource.

Great Divide Phawe projectile points: draight sided to
triangular shaped blades with vide notches: in the Jonah
Fld, include Prycr Stemmed, Hawdan and Bitterecot
{Nosthern) Side-nolched.

Opal Phase projectite points: trisngular thaped blades with
side or comer notches: in the Jonah Fleld, include Duncan,

Twehve housepits and nine surface struchures along Sand
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* Interior feature radiocarbon dates show fhe structines
were continuously reviited.

« Housepits: large circular to oval thaped stains with basin
Ahaped profer thal are partiily to completely wrrounded
by 3-26 postmokds (average of 10 per struchare).

* Two to twelve interior fire hearths and/or stomge pits
par dructane.

* Surfsce srucares: ring of postmalds wrunding fire

feabures.

+ Different from housepits: the floom ame ot ecavated
and interior features are expoied on the e irface as
the postmolds.

* The J. David Love Site: mine stractures, seven fire heasths.
mnd = husman barisl

o Human burial: elderly woman reprevented by over 100
deteriorated bone fragments.
= Dl bo 7200250 yeurs BP (Bela-169796) making 8

chronologically the oldest known in Wyoming.

The Late Archaic Period
+ Divided into the Pine Spring Phasw (3600-2900 years B}
and the Deadman Wash Phawe (29001800 year BF).
+ Seventy-three radiocarbon dates.
= Increase in bison remaini; antelope. rabibit, ground squirrel
and other 1mall andmals stil present.
* Biterroot, bhcultroot. Indian ricegran, goosfool and
prickly pear cachus found in maceoflorst samples.
* No dructures found from the Late Archaic Period.
= Fire heasthi filled with cobbles, slabs o firecracked mock.
MEppEITing wie & roasting pits.
+ Arifacts incude numercus ground stone manc and
‘metates. debitage. expedient stone tools and bifaces.

* Mot commen projectile points are anasmed lange comer-
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The Late Prehistoric Period

» Divided into fhe Uinta Phase (1500-1000 years BF) and the

Firchole Phase (1000-250 yean: BF),

Thisty-four mdiocarben dater.

Moitly surface scatters with peojectile points,

Buried fire hearth festures have bison booe andior &
wariety of plant species.

Uinta Phase prjectile points: Rosm Springs (Comer-
notched. Side-notched Iid Erp.ldhg Stem) and small

Triangular. Plain Side-notched and Prairie Side-notched.
One decorated steatite armifact that looks fike @ ratflesmake
rattie may

Several tipl rings and @ small possibie “shaman chele™ are

located on Yellow Point Ridge.

Prehistoric ceramics, moitly small sherds of gy utiity

ware. are present at 10 sites. which are geneally thought

o be Late Prehistori in age.

+ Intermosntain Ware, which i conikbered & asliural
marker for Shoshonean fribes, s one possibility for fhe
prekhtoric ceramic fype.

+ The Wolf Tooth Site: cemmics formed part of the
serrated rim of a single 1mall vessel.

= Recent emcavations af Raven's Nedt recovered
approximatety 1100 sherds: refit anabysis is camently
beeing conducted.

The Protohistoric & Historic Periods
Protohbstoric Period from 250 years ago until fur trappers.
traclers and explorers enter the Upper Green River Basin,
Burven's Nast: onby Protohisoric date in th Jonah Field.
+ Other artifacts at Raven’s Neit included o ghass tmde

Bead and a pipe stem fragment.
Hittorie Period beging mid 1600s: multiple Witore wagan
o and aisto roads rear the Jonah Field.
Theee docsmented cow aamps Uohnmy Wardell's Casthe.
Granite Camp and an unnamed cabing 1Rt wen sed by
focal ranchens during the first half of the 20 century.

Sheepherding campuhitoric debrit scabters {e.g. cani.
bottie glav and wire) alio privent.




