CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
OF THE GREATER NEW ORLEANS ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF, INC.


A Non-Profit Organization
for the Recreation and Welfare of the Deaf of New Orleans Area


Founded July 7, 1961
Chartered September 28, 1962
Revised (October, 14, 2017)


ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
STATE OF LOUISIANA
AND DOMICILED IN THE GREATER NEW ORLEANS AREA
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA


BE IT KNOWN AND REMEMBERED, that on this 28th day of month of September year one thousand nine hundred and sixty-two of the Christian Era, and of the Independence of the United States of America.



ARTICLE 1:  NAME

The name of this Organization is and shall be the GREATER NEW ORLEANS ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF, INC., herein known as GNOAD, and said organization shall have all the powers, privileges and authority granted to non-profit organization under the laws of the State of Louisiana.



ARTICLE 2:  INCORPORATION

GNOAD, unless sooner dissolved in accordance with law, shall exist and continue, and shall have and enjoy corporate existence and succession, for a period of ninety-nine years from (September 28, 1962) hereof.



ARTICLE 3:  BASIS OF ORGANIZATION

This organization is organized as a 501(c)(3) corporation.  The organization could have educational activities as well as social, recreational activities and business related functions.



ARTICLE 4:  PURPOSES

The purposes of the GNOAD are as follows:

      1)  To promote the welfare of all the deaf and the hard-of-hearing;
      2)  To sponsor organization and goodwill within our members.  
      3)  To provide a wholesome, well-rounded schedule of events (athletic, social,
            cultural, and educational) for the members and their friends;
      4)   To cooperate with other organizations for the deaf to achieve the purposes
      outlined above;
5)  To buy, sell, lease, erect or otherwise acquire lands, clubhouses, and all necessary 	buildings and appurtenances to further such ends, to hold, maintain, rent, 	mortgage, or dispose thereof, and generally, to do all things necessary or proper to 	achieve such ends.


ARTICLE 5:  MEMBERSHIP

The GNOAD defines membership in three (3) types of membership:


Active
Associate
Honorary

Section 1 – Active Members shall be deaf and hard-of-hearing, who reside in the 	Greater New Orleans Area and its immediate vicinity within 50 air miles radius 	from the foot of Canal Street and who pay required dues in order to be a member 	of this organization. They shall have all rights and privileges of membership.  	They shall be members in good standing for one (1) year or more before they are 	eligible to hold an office.

Section 2 – Associate Members are dues-paying deaf, hard-of-hearing and hearing 	people of good character who do not qualify for Active Membership. They have 	all rights and privileges as an Active Member, except they cannot hold office.

Section 3 -  Honorary Members may be conferred by two-thirds (2/3) vote cast at the 	meeting. They shall have all rights and privileges with the exception of voting 	and holding office.

Section 4 - Any members judged to be grossly neglectful of his/her duties or harmful to 	the organization may be removed by two-thirds (2/3) vote cast at a regular 	meeting and cannot be a member until further notice. See Article 13

Section 5 - New member and member who expired more than 6 months joining 	GNOAD must attend GNOAD meetings at least three (3) consecutive times 	during the calendar year before he/she will be eligible to make a motion, second a 	motion or vote on any business proposals.


ARTICLE 6:  OFFICERS

Section 1 – The officers of GNOAD shall consist of:

1. President
2. Vice-President
3. Secretary
4. Treasurer
5. Three (3) Board of Trustees


Section 2 – All officers shall be elected by the general membership at its annual 	November meeting. The officers so elected shall be sworn in January. New 	officers assume their respective positions immediately following the completion 	of unfinished (old) business at the January general meeting.  

Section 3 -  All officers serve two (2) year term.

Section 4 – All elections of the officers shall be by a majority of votes cast, and all 	officers shall be elected on separate ballots. In case a majority vote is not secured 	on the first ballot, the candidate with the least number of votes shall be eliminated 	and the balloting continued until a majority vote is cast for one candidate.

Section 5 – All resignations from officers shall be in writing to the President. In the 	event that the President should resign, such resignation must be submitted to Vice 	President and Secretary.

Section 6 – A vacancy occurring in any officer shall be filled by election by the General 	Membership, except for the President, which shall be filled by Vice President.  	Vacancy will be filled at the next General Meeting by a majority votes.

Section 7 – Any officers judged to be grossly neglectful of his/her duties or harmful to 	the organization may be removed by two-thirds (2/3) vote cast at a regular 	meeting. See Article 13

Section 8 – The outgoing officers shall turn over all their records and monies to their 	newly elected successors within thirty (30) days.

Section 9 – Practice of Nepotism is prohibited in Executive Board. 



ARTICLE 7:  DUTIES OF OFFICERS


Section 1 – The officers of GNOAD shall perform the duties prescribed by these bylaws 	and the parliamentary authority adopted by the organization. 



Section 2 – The President shall:


1) preside at all meetings of the GNOAD (general, executive board, and special meeting);
2) preserve order at the GNOAD meetings;
3) be an ex-officio member of all committees and report summaries of committees to the General Members;
4) administer the oath of office to new officers;
5) appoint all regular and special committee(s);
6) have access at all times to each and every book of accounts, statements, vouchers, and any official document connected with GNOAD;
7) see that the minutes are properly recorded in the minutes book; 
8) serve as a member of the Executive Board;
9) In the absence of the President, the next highest officer may perform the functions of official representative or a spokesperson.


Section 3 – The Vice President shall:


1) perform the duties of the President during the absence of the President;
2) assume the duties of the President in the event of a vacancy in the office;
3) monitor the actions of and assist the Event Coordinator and Athletic Director;
4) serve as a chairperson of the Bylaw Committee;
5) serve as a member of the Executive Board;
6) serve as a parliamentarian, if no parliamentarian available.


Section 4 – The Secretary shall:


1) keep and maintain records of all meetings of the GNOAD (general, executive board, and special meeting);
2) conduct all correspondence relating to the GNOAD;
3) provide minutes, officers’ reports, agenda, financial reports, and announcement ten (10) days prior to the regular meeting;
4) issue all calls for meetings when ordered to do so by the president; 
5) keep a list of all active and associate members of the organization;
6) preserve a copy of the bylaws, entering therein any amendments passed by the GNOAD;
7) in the absence of the President and Vice President, assumes the duty of the presiding at a general meeting;
8) carry a copy of the Robert’s Rules of Order (latest edition) at all meetings;
9) serve as a member of the Executive Board;
10) obtain and complete the Domestic Corporation Report from the Louisiana Secretary of State office yearly.



Section 5 - The Treasurer shall:


1) reside in New Orleans area and within 25 miles radius;
2) collect all fees and monies due to the GNOAD;
3) open accounts in the banks which are members of the Federal Depository Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and/or Federal Reserve System (FRS);
4) deposit funds in the bank(s) designated by the GNOAD; 
5) supervise the payment of all bills that have been approved by GNOAD;
6) make an itemized account of all receipts and disbursements monthly;
7) withdraw monies from the Treasury when authorized to do so by the President, subject to approval by the General Membership;
8) act as primary cosigner with the two other officers of Executive Board;
9) keep an account of all receipts and expenditures;
10) submit financial report at every general meeting;
11) chair the Ways and Means Committee and Audit Committee;
12) file the organization’s taxes for the term(s) he/she serves/served;
13) serve as a member of the Executive Board;
14) deposit any/or all of our funds within five business (5) days after collecting the funds from any of GNOAD events, meetings, fund-raising, and any other relevant income projects. The Treasurer has the discretion to collect partial and/or all of our funds depending on case by case basis except petty cash.


Section 6 - Three (3) Board of Trustees shall:


1) assist the President with all the activities of the organization;
2) exercise the organization powers and management of the organization as provided for in the organization charter;
3) appropriate such sums from the Treasury as are needed for the transaction of such business in that manner;
4) act as guardians of the GNOAD’s finances, audit the Treasurer’s monthly statements ten (10) days before being reported to the General Membership at a general meeting;
5) one of the Board of Trustee serves as an assistant to the Treasurer;
6) each serves as a member of the Executive Board.



ARTICLE 8:   BOARDS

Section 1 - The President, the Vice President, the Secretary, the Treasurer and 	Board of Trustees shall constitute the Executive Board.






ARTICLE 9:  DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 1 – The Executive Board shall oversee all business of the GNOAD during the 	intervals between general meetings;

Section 2 – The Executive Board shall assist the President and act on with him/her on all 	the activities of the GNOAD;


ARTICLE 10:  MEETINGS

Section 1 – The President shall call to order of a GNOAD general meeting once a month 	and may change the date of the meeting as he/she deems it advisable.

Section 2 – Special meetings may be called by the President, the Executive Board, or by 	written request of five active members. Notice of seven (7) to ten (10) days is 	required.  The President must notify all members by mail of any special meeting 	called. No business shall be transacted at the special meeting except that for 	which the meeting was called. Fifteen active members plus four (4) of seven (7) 	Executive Board must be present at a special meeting to constitute a quorum.

Section 3 – The President may call an Executive Board meeting at least three times a 	year, if and when he/she and the Executive Board deem it necessary. At least four 	Board members must be present for a quorum.

Section 4 – The President shall preside at all meetings except the Athletic Director 	meeting and the Krewe of Silence meeting.

Section 5 – One-fourth (1/4) of active paid and associate paid members and three (3) 	of  seven (7) Executive officers present at a general meeting shall constitute a 	quorum.


ARTICLE 11:  ORDER OF MEETING

1. Pledge Allegiance to the Flag
2. Roll call of officers 
3. Report of Officers
4. Approval of minutes
5. Report of Committees
6. Unfinished Business
7. New Business
8. Election of Officers
9. Announcements
10. Adjournment






ARTICLE 12:  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY


The rule contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rule of Order Newly Revised shall govern in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws, any special rules of order that may be adopted, and any statutes applicable to this organization that do not authorize the provisions of these bylaws to take precedence.


ARTICLE 13:   AMENDMENTS


Section 1 – governing provisions, including, without limitation, the Articles of 	Incorporation and all previous by-laws, in conflict with this constitution are 	hereby repealed or changed in accordance therewith, and the two-thirds (2/3) 	vote cast at a general or special meeting is hereby authorized to make necessary 	changes.  This constitution and bylaws may be altered, amended, or abrogated 	only by a two-thirds (2/3) vote cast at a general or special meeting provide that 	amendments are submitted to Executive Board and Bylaws Committee sixty (60) 	days prior to the general meeting, that copies are sent to members thirty (30) 	days prior to the general meeting, and that amendments are read during the 	meeting and acted upon immediately thereafter.

Section 2 – The Secretary shall keep a record of all new amendments made, and they 	shall be inserted in the Constitution and Bylaws at the next general meeting with 	copies of the new Bylaws sent to the Bylaw Committee.


ARTICLE 14:  INDEMNIFICATION


Any director, officer, employee, or agent of GNOAD who was or is a party of  is threatened to be made a party to any threatened, pending or completed action, suit, or proceedings, shall be indemnified for all expenses and liabilities actually and reasonable incurred to the extent allowed by law.


ARTICLE 15:   DUES


The Executive Board shall determine the amount of membership dues subject to approval by the General Membership.

ARTICLE 16:  FINANCES


Section 1 -   The organization will be supported by club membership dues, proceeds from 	events, fund-raising projects, and any money earned from events.


Section 2 - Travel Expenses Allowances:  GNOAD will pay travel expenses for any 	officer and/or official representative to a meeting, convention or function event 	upon approval of the General Membership. 


	 Expenses’ allowance:

1) maximum of thirty cents ($.30) per mile round trip per vehicle with up to four passengers;
2) no more than a round trip coach flight fare for each person, provided that the trip is greater than 250 miles;
3) lodging prior to the business session in order to attend the following morning session;
4) ground transportation (bus, shuttle, train, etc);
5) registration fees and combination ticket;
6) thirty five dollars ($35) a day per diem.

Section 3 - An athletic event approved by the Board may be financed by the organization.

Section 4 - Use and Withdrawals of Funds:  Funds of the organization are available only 	for legitimate expenses caused by activities of the organization.  The President 	may authorize the expenditure of up to five hundred dollars ($500) on any 	transaction between meetings. The Executive Board must approve any 	expenditure exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) on any transaction between 	meetings. The Executive Board must approve any expenditure exceeding five 	hundred dollars ($500) must be approved by MAJORITY vote during general 	meeting and/or special meeting.  


ARTICLE 17:  COMMITTEES

Section 1 - The president may appoint active members only to serve on a standing 	committee, –or-

Section 2 - provided there is no conflict with other responsibilities set forth in the 	By-	Laws.


ARTICLE 18:  STANDING COMMITTEES

Section 1 -   The Bylaw Committee, chaired by the Vice President, shall be Executive 	Officers (President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer), with three (3) 	active 	members in good standing.

1) Bylaw Committee shall have the power to suggest changes, additions or amendments to the Bylaws of GNOAD.  The Bylaws committee must notified members within thirty (30) days of the General Meeting for final approval, and two-thirds (2/3) vote is required to amend.

2) Any active member in good standing shall have the right to suggest changes, amend, and update to any of the bylaws submitting a written request for the changes to the Vice President and Secretary.

Section 2 -   The Audit Committee – The Treasurer shall appoint two (2) active 	members in good standing as auditors.

Section 3 -   The Ways and Means Committee shall be chaired by the Treasurer and 	include Events Coordinator and two (2) active members in good standing of the 	organization - appointed by the Treasurer.  The committee’s duties shall:

1) develop and/or renew the annual GNOAD budget;
2) review financial assets regularly and make recommendations or proposals;
3) review requests of donations, advertisements, programs, etc;
4) seek ways and means for managing the GNOAD’s financial assets.

Section 4 - The Krewe of Silence consists of one (1) Chairperson and any members of 	GNOAD, with respect to the Krewe of Silences’ Guidelines, to host a Mardi Gras 	Ball on even numbered year as bounded by the Guidelines set forth by GNOAD 	Krewe of Silence’s Guideline 1998 attached.

Section 5 – The Event Coordinator shall be responsible to submit reports timely to Vice 	President for all the event records, past and present, associated with GNOAD.  	The Event Coordinator duties shall:

1) attend and monitor each event;
2) create a "special event" once a year;
3) create traditional event(s) three (3) months in advance; 
4) create and proposal the financial budget in advance for approval by General Membership;
5) secure the proper permits for each events;

Section 6 - The Athletic Director shall:

1) preside at all meetings of the various sports teams and of the athletic committee;
2) submit all selections of managers and coaches to the general meeting for approval;
3) report at regular meetings of the GNOAD the progress of activities under the direction of the Executive Board;
4) maintain and record all sports equipment;
5) submit budget or money request to Ways and Means Committee at least one month before the next General Meeting.


ARTICLE 19:  GUILD

The organization encourages wholesome recreational and educational activities and hobbies.  No one is discriminated against regardless of race, creed, color, handicap, gender, sexual preference or religion, for we are a diversified organization.

ARTICLE 20:  PROPERTIES

All tangible properties of the organization are kept under the care by the Executive Board members.  The properties of the organization and cannot be borrowed, repaired or sold without the approval of the Executive Board.


ARTICLE 21:  DISSOLUTION

Upon dissolution of the organization, all funds, assets and monies will be divided to be given to the charitable organization or organizations with a status of 501(c)(3) that has been in existence of at least five (5) years, in good standing.  The decision as to which charitable organization(s) will receive the funds, assets, and monies of the organization shall be decided by majority vote at a regular or general meeting of the membership.


GLOSSARY

NEPOTISM - an individual’s spouse (by marriage or civil union pursuant), domestic partner, or the individual’s or spouse’s parent, child, sibling, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, grandparent, grandchild, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, stepparent, stepchild, stepbrother, half-brother or half-sister; whether the relative is related to the individual or the individual’s spouse by blood, marriage or adoption to be serving on the same board.





 Parliamentary recommendation 11/2016
 Revised By Laws Committee 05/24/2017
 GNOAD Meeting - Revised By Laws was passed and ratified on 10/14/2017
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