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Well, we've finally reached late summer, and temps
in the high 90's notwithstanding, we know that Fall
weather is not far off. Our plants are transitioning off
the high stress days of hot summer and heading
toward cooler temperatures and, for many of them,
blooming time.
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I invite you all to bring your extra plants to this
month's meeting and enjoy our annual plant swap!
My first year in the orchid society, I didn't attend the
plant swap, because I didn't have any extra plants to
give away! I want all of you to know, whether or not
you have plants to bring, you are more than welcome
to come to the plant swap, and I guarantee, you'll
have your arms full when you tell everyone goodbye
and head out to your car! This is an informal
meeting, a time for everyone to visit and share with
your neighbor.
We are very fortunate to be part of a society that
brings in top speakers from around the country, but
the most important part of the Memphis Orchid
Society is the friendship and relationships that we
share with each other! This month, we celebrate that
as we bring our divisions and extra plants to share
with our friends. I can tell you that many of my most
prized plants came home with me from the orchid
swap in years past. And every time that they bloom, I
think of the friend that gave this special plant to me.
To my great sorrow, I won't be at the meeting this
month. As much as I might regret it, sometimes work
commitments have to take precedence! But I am
sure that this year's swap will be a great time of
fellowship and fun, and an opportunity for you to add
a prize to your collection! Forrest will present a
"green growers" segment for a brief program, and
there will be refreshments and fellowship.

From the Forrest
With cooler weather on the
horizon now is a great time to
start getting your plants ready
for the winter.
Now that many plants are done
growing for the summer, or
year, repotting and dividing
some plants becomes
inevitable. Now the only
question is, “What to do with
all these extra divisions that are
taking up all my precious
space?”
Plant swap month has always
been one of my favorite
meetings of the year. The first
few years my collection grew
and grew, and I was happy.
Since then, I’ve acquired a few
plants and the swaps became
both a time to give and receive,
give divisions of my collection
to friends (and make some
room in my growing area) and
in return receive new types to
continually diversify my
collection, which continues to
make me very happy.

See you all this weekend.

Forrest Brem

I hope all of you
will be a part of
this year's
plant swap!

--Mark
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2011 C alen d ar
Jan.

1/23

2:00

Feb.

2/27

Francisco Miranda

Laelias of Brazil

from Miranda’s Orchids

MBG

2:00

Leo Schordje

mirandaorchids.com

The Everblooming Orchid Collection
schordje.com

MBG

Mar. 3/27

2:00

Apr.

4/17

Peter Lin

Dendrobium Species

from Diamond Orchids

MBG

2:00

Forrest Brem

diamondorchids.com

Carnivorous Plants

MBG

May

5/20 – 22

Holiday Inn Select

June 6/26

Mid-America Orchid Congress / MOS Show
I-240 & Poplar / 5795 Poplar Avenue 38119

midamericanorchids.org

2:00

Bill Thoms

Bulbophyllums

2:00

Sam Tsui

Paphiopedilums

MBG

July

7/24

from Orchid Inn Ltd.

MBG

Aug. 8/28

1:30

G r een G r o w er s
with Forrest Brem

2:00

O r c h id Sw a p

2:00

Brenda Oviatt

MBG

Aug. 8/28

orchidinnusa.com

R epo t t in g
& D iv id in g

MBG

Sept. 9/25
Oct.

Angraecoids

MBG

from Botanica Ltd.

10/23 2:00

Speaker not confirmed at this time.

www.botanicaltd.com

MBG

Nov.
Dec.

11/27 2:00

Fred Clarke

Catasetinae Species & Their Cultivation

MBG

from Sunset Valley Orchids

12/18 2:00

Christmas Party

sunsetvalleyorchids.com

MBG
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O r c h id o f t h e M o n th

S u sa n Y o u n g
Ju ly 2011 W in n er

My Miltoniopsis Hybrid was purchased in
bud at the 2010 Memphis Orchid Show.

Temperature is 76º F in
summer, 67º F in the
daytime in winter, with
nights at 65º F. I water
at the most once a
week, using Ripley TN
tap water, and use MSU
fertilizer (¼ tsp per
gallon of water)
"weakly, weekly"
except for flushing it
with water once a
month.

It is under
fluorescent
grow-lights in
my kitchen,
two 2-tube
fixtures with
40% minimum
humidity in a
plastic pot
sitting right on
damp gravel. It
likes to be
moist but not
soggy; never
allowed to dry
out.

Miltoniopsis
Hybrid
(roezlii 'Maui'
x
Pearl Ono 'Red')

This is its second
season to bloom
- it has lasted
since the
beginning of
June and still
looks good. It is
fragrant during
the morning,
with a lovely
perfume.

Photos by Ronny Young

If I can grow this plant,
anyone can! (This is my third
try at Miltoniopsis.)

Thanks Susan!
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Bar t Jo n es’

T en n essee
`

The Genus Platanthera in Tennessee
I’m sure most of you saw the article in the July issue of Orchids about
Platanthera nivea by Dennis Horn, one of my Tennessee Native Plant Society
compatriots. So I thought it would be appropriate to give you all a review of
the entire genus.
With twelve species and thirteen taxa, the Platantheras compose the largest genus of our native orchids.
Platantheras are commonly referred to as fringed or rein orchids and come in a variety of colors, often bright orange
or purple, but also white, yellow, or green. Platantheras can be found in all of Tennessee’s physiographic regions
except the Central Basin proper, with bloom times in mid-summer.
The plants are found in very moist to wet situations and are composed of one to a few basal leaves, with reduced
leaves along the single stem that is terminated with a showy raceme of small to medium sized flowers, often
numbering several dozen. Each flower contains a long, backward-projecting spur which produces nectar, which
coupled with the bright colors, attracts butterflies and moths, the main pollinators. Platantheras are unusual for the
orchid family by actually offering a reward to its pollinators, as most orchids deploy a deceptive mechanism with no
reward to achieve pollination.
The following is an overview of the species grouped by flower color.
The Purple flowered group
contains three species:
Platanthera grandiflora,
Platanthera psychodes, and
Platanthera peramoena. P.
grandiflora and P. psychodes are
very similar, with both having
lavender-purple flowers, with
those of P. grandiflora being
larger. The flowers of P.
peramoena are a richer, redpurple color. P. grandiflora is
only found in a few locations in
northeastern Tennessee, while P.
psychodes is found along the
entire length of the Blue Ridge
Mountains. P. peramoena has a
distinctly western distribution
within the state.
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Platanthera peramoena

The Yellow/Orange group of
Platantheras consists of
Platanthera ciliaris, Platanthera
cristata, and Platanthera
integra. P. ciliaris is the largest
and most deeply colored
of these three.
The lips are
highly divided
into hair-like
fringes. P.
cristata and P.
integra are
more yellow
in color and
less common,
with P.
integra being
quite rare.

Platanthera ciliaris

The White Platantheras are pollinated primarily by moths and are represented by Platanthera clavellata, Platanthera
integrilabia, Platanthera nivea, and Platanthera orbiculata. P. clavellata is the smallest species with tiny flowers that
are all held askew along the stem. The remaining three species are rare to uncommon in Tennessee. P. integrilabia is
the largest species in the group with the bulk of its worldwide numbers found on the greater Cumberland Plateau. The
flowers have a very strong fragrance of vanilla. P. nivea is only found in Coffee County in Tennessee and is unique
among the Platantheras in that the lip is held uppermost or nonresupinate. P. orbiculata is found deep in coniferous
woods in the mountains. The large, pad-like leaves help the plant gain enough sunlight in its shady habitat to bloom.
The Green flowered species are Platanthera lacera and Platanthera flava, with its two varieties. P. lacera is widespread
and looks very much like a green version of the small purple fringed orchid, P. psychodes. Platanthera flava var. flava
and herbiola have the smallest flowers in the genus and the yellow-green flower spikes often blend into the
background. The flava variety is a western plant while the herbiola variety is in the eastern part of the state.

So go out and
check your
local bog, a
wet ditch, or
a streamside
for these
jewels of the
orchid family.

~ Bart Jones

Platanthera integrilabia
Photos by Bart Jones

E r ic K u h n el
H eat To l er a n t C y m b id iu m s
In correspondence with everyone noted for Heat Tolerant Cymbidiums, it appears that the three leading world
hybridizers of HTC are Milton Carpenter of Florida, Andy Easton of California, and Kobsukh Kaenratana of Thailand.
They have worked in conjunction with each other to develop new hybrids by swapping information and pollen, etc.
Their major goals are to develop HTC that have larger blossoms than at present, develop plants that produce
blossoms that will last for several weeks or months, and to produce the best colors.
The downside for hobbyists is that they sell wholesale only.
Information I have been able to obtain on retail sources which offer some of the latest top quality crosses generally
provide a very limited selection of retail nurseries. Three that are recommended are Odoms Orchids of Florida,
Santa Barbara Orchid Estates of California, and Carter & Holmes who have some of the hybrids developed by Milton
Carpenter. The plants offered at present by Carter & Holmes are small seedlings that will require over one year to
reach blossoming size. Another problem at present is what is considered to be HTC for them are not proven to
blossom in our Memphis climate.
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Photos by Eric & Susan Kuhnel

HTC are on the near bench and standard Cymbidiums are on the next and subsequent
benches. HTC are much smaller plants and more desirable for the average hobbyist.
Andy Easton set me up with numerous crosses of HTC to see how they would perform in our climate.
Along with other crosses he recommended to me, and purchased or were donated to me, I have a total
of about 50 HTC to evaluate. These are being kept along with about 100 standard Cymbidiums on a
series of benches outside, covered with 50% shade cloth to keep the maximum sunlight level reaching
the plants below 5,000 foot candles so that they do not burn up.
I have been in this program now for about three months, and with our exceptionally hot summer, my
main goal at present is to not lose any plants. I have however experienced a couple of plants producing
spikes that wilt and turn brown when the spikes are only 1 to 1.5 inches high.
Some of the plants are not quite to blooming size, so time will tell how they perform.

Eric Kuhnel
ericfishing@comcast.net
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Show Stop!
Memphis Orchid Society will be sending an exhibit to
the show at the Birmingham Botanic Gardens, AL, 1618 Sept 2011. All MOS members are invited to send
orchids!
Orchids must be delivered to Dr Fenwick Chappell, 11
North Century, no later than 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, 15
September. Please call ahead arrange a drop off time
(901-327-0970).

AOS Recommends
September and October
The AOS website suggests the
following actions for September
and October:

Please e-mail your list of potential entries to Charles
and Susan Wilson (Memphisorchids@gmail.com) as
soon as you can. It's easier to delete an entry than
enter a late one.

Plants summered outdoors
should begin to be prepared to
be brought back into the winter
growing area. Clean the plants
up and be on the lookout for
any pests they may have picked
up during the summer. Treat as
necessary.

Thanks! Charles and Susan Wilson

Dendrobium

Green Growers
Repotting and Dividing
It can be frightening when you know it’s time to repot
your orchid, especially if it’s your first time or are not
yet very experienced growing a new genus. This
month’s Green Grower series will attempt to take
some of the anxiety out of repotting and dividing your
orchids. We’ll cover everything from the basic types of
media and pots used, repotting frequency, tried and
true ways some common types like to be potted up, to
some general tips to help you make good repotting
decisions. So come early to learn about the art of
repotting and if you have any plants you have
repotting/dividing questions about bring them along
and maybe it will come home with you in a nice new
pot.

This is a good season for hybrids
of the Dendrobium phalaenopsis
and Dendrobium canaliculatum
types. Both are capable of
putting on tremendous shows of
long-lasting flowers. Fertilize
with a low-nitrogen formula to
promote the best flowers.
Dendrobium phalaenopsis can
get tall and top heavy,
suggesting an attractive and
heavy container would be
appropriate for this type.

Chuck Pintner

Forrest Brem
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The Detling Report
Greetings MOS…..
We were pleased to have one new member and five
visitors at the July meeting.
Welcome to Davis Potts, our newest member. Welcome
also to our visitors Dr. Leigh and Judy Adkins, friends of
Dr. Fenwick Chappell, Brad Larson, guest of Pam Popejoy,
Art Nave, and Chris Norris. Chris is in the Master
Gardener program. I was delighted to discover Art is the
son of the late Delbert Nave who was one of my
professors at UoM (then Memphis State).
Attendance, including our new member and visitors
totaled 40 for July…way to go MOS.

Bill
&
Nancy

Weather It’s Cold Or…
Well, August has been a scorcher so far. As I write this I'm
sitting on my screen porch listening to the rain playing on
the roof and surrounding trees. Very peaceful.
So far in August we have had 3 days 100 degrees or more
with a recorded high of 106 which almost tied the all time
high of 107 (1980). Through the 16th of the month we
had 13 days at 90 or above and the long range forecast
predicts several more of the same.
Now then what can we expect for September? Past
records show that September will be a little more
moderate than August, but still hot. September highs
average 91 and we had 19 days above 90 degrees in 2010
and one recorded day that reached 100. We had a little
over a 1/10 of an inch of rain in September 2010, against
an expected 3.3 inches for the month.

Keep cool!!! Chuck Pintner
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Mail Bag
Last year or so we passed on a growing
tip (or danger advisory) we first heard
about from Pat Houvall of Orchids Plus.
Since then many people have
asked about it. So, here is the essence:
Only use the plain white color expanded
polystyrene 'peanuts' in your orchid
potting. Do not use green, pink or any
other color peanuts. The coloring or dye
used in these peanuts apparently causes
orchids to either not thrive (e.g. pale,
limp leaves) or to grow in a strange
manner (growing upward on top of
itself or out of the pot, obviously trying
to get away from the dye). While there
does not appear to be any empirical
scientific evidence thus far, when we
started inspecting several orchids we
had recently acquired that looked in
trouble, we discovered either green or
pink dyed peanuts in the bottom of the
pots. There are some off-white packing
peanuts made from biodegradable
cellulose that also should not be used
(check easily before using to see if they
dissolve in water).

# Charles Wilson

Debra Talks Money
Would you like a Memphis Orchid
Society Name Tag? The cost is $7.00 for
a pin tag and $9.00 for a magnet tag.
Do you need MSU fertilizer? Still have
some for sale at $3.00 per bag.

See me at the Orchid Swap!
Debra Baker

G a r d en er , P a u l
Hello, it has been a few months since I have had anything significant to report. The summer was so hot that
it was just a struggle to keep things alive. But it looks like the really hot weather is about to end and that
means fall is near. My favorite time of the year. Recently Charles and Susan Wilson brought an orchid
collection generously donated by Jo Levy to Memphis Botanic Garden. Of course it goes without saying it is
a group of bulbos, paphs, cats, phals, phrags, and others that are in excellent condition. This will give an
added level of diversity to the MBG collection that is missing. I estimate there were about 60 or so orchids
donated. Very kind of Jo and much appreciated by MBG.
There was one of the large Yoshino cherry trees on the golf course side of Cherry Road that did not survive
the summer. I thought it would make a great display platform to showcase orchids in the main lobby of the
MBG main building. So I had the limbs cut off so there will be about eight to ten limbs left to create small
shelves to place or hang orchids. It will look good; it will attract a lot of attention and interest. So here is
where I could use some volunteer help. The bark will need to be removed and then the surface will need to
be sanded. I have a paint spray rig I will use to spray several coats of clear polyurethane to sustain the nice
cherry finish without oxidizing. It will be bulky and heavy so I will mount it on a rolling platform for easy
moving. It was cut to be small enough to keep storage space needed to a minimum. By using a display with
limited space it will keep the number of blooming orchids needed for display to a manageable count and be
a real attraction. The tree stand will be about eight or nine feet wide and about seven feet tall. It has to fit
through the doorways so height was a restriction. The base of the trunk has about a 20 to 24 inch radius.
So it is a good sized piece. It will look quite well (hopefully) once finished. The tree is planned to be cut
from the ground and moved to the old orchid house behind Goldsmith Hall. My normal volunteer day at
MBG is Monday, but Saturday and Sunday are also an option if that would make it more convenient for
anyone wanting to help. I estimate it will take about 40 to 50 man hours to strip, sand, and spray. Please
email me at mustiso@att.net if you wish to lend a hand as well as what possible time and date you would
be available. If the scheduled day for volunteering is raining then don't come that day as the tree will be
worked on outside for this stage of preparation.
As a side note remember the local growers market on Wednesdays at MBG. Locally grown produce, breads,
meat, knife sharpening, crafts, and Italian Ice to keep you cool. I suggest the mango/strawberry. A portion
of the sales help support MBG which relies on its own endeavors for fund raising and of course private
donations. MBG receives no monetary funding from the city for normal operations. It does receive funds to
pay the city workers groundskeeping such as grass cutting and tree maintenance, just a fraction of the
yearly operating cost.
Any MOS members who volunteer, their hours are recorded and help pay for the room we use for our
meetings and yearly banquet. Also all volunteer hours are beneficial for limited federal funding. So any
help is a great thing for MBG.
Finally I still plan on having a group outing down to the river to gather driftwood. The river is up a bit at the
moment but will drop soon along with the temperature. I will keep members posted and will plan a
Saturday or Sunday trip sometime in the coming weeks. Remember to bring drinks and a good hat. Gloves
might also be helpful. Mosquito spray is also recommended. If most of the driftwood is donated to MBG
then we will turn in the hours spent at the river as volunteer hours at MBG. That is all for now.

Paul Garner
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Dear ORCHIDbabies friends,
Earl and I wanted to write and inform you, that due to Earl’s health, ORCHIDbabies, LLC will be
closing over the next year. We’d like to give our friends and supporters in Alabama and
regionally “first dibs” on our plants before we open the sale up to the general public. We are
offering many of our display plants for sale we have used for displays such as the one above that
won a CCM/AOS award in March. Additionally, many of our Paphs and Phrags are all blooming
size, and we plan to offer several from our private collection for sale also.
We would like to invite those of you who are interested to schedule a visit by calling 205-6655650. During this heat wave, we’ve been able to keep the greenhouse ten degrees lower than
the outside, but mornings are certainly the most comfortable times to come. Our website gives
directions from Birmingham and Tuscaloosa. We are able to deliver within the region for large
wholesale orders.
We look forward to seeing you and thank you all for your love and support during our
ORCHIDbabies, LLC years.

Happy Growing!
Earl and Phyllis Bailey
(obabe@orchidbabies.com)

Phyllis Bailey
ORCHIDbabies, LLC
1150 Baileywick Lane
Brierfield, AL 35035
www.orchidbabies.com
205-665-5650
Photo by Rodger Morrison

Den. Nestor 'Fieldwood' CCM/AOS
(parishii x superbum)
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