DELTA
I NFORMAL
GARDENERS
IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

Propagation for the 2018
season has begun. Meet us at
Wolfe Ranch every Saturday
10–noon. Bring gloves,
clippers, and a friend.

2016 General Meetings
February 26
March 26
April 23

2016 Board Meetings
March 6
April 3
May 8

DIG’s 2018 Plant Sale
Saturday May 12.

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

What I Use My Jacuzzi Tub For

I’ve been growing Coleus plants since I was about 10 years
old. I bought them at a second hand store in Grants Pass,
Oregon. They were sold in tin cans, which always had
charcoal wood pieces in the bottom of the cans. The Coleus
roots loved the charcoal. In earlier years, I grew them as
indoor plants. I pinched off the blossoms as soon as I saw
them and they grew happily inside for a long time. When they started looking
too leggy, I would take cuttings, root them in water and start all over.
It wasn’t until I moved to Brentwood in 2008 that I started planting them
outside in the summer in shaded locations. This past year in the fall, I took
cuttings from my outside plants, rooted new ones and they are happily growing
in my upstairs Jacuzzi tub. It’s the best sun location. I thought you’d enjoy
how I make such good use of my bathtub!
If you come to
our
propagation
get-togethers each
Saturday from ten
to noon at the Wolfe
Ranch in Brentwood,
you’ll learn all about
how we propagate
and grow many
varieties of annuals
and perennials for
our annual plant sale.
We have a wonderful time each week socializing with gardening friends and
discovering new plants. Plus, we get to preview what we are growing for
our May 12, 2018, DIG Plant Sale. We would love to have you join us any
Saturday at 10 o’clock.
A special thank you to The Ruth Bancroft Gardens for donating plants for our
monthly raffle held at our meetings on the fourth Monday of each month.

Helen
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FEBRUARY 26 MEETING

Joan Morris, Home and Garden editor, Bay Area News Group
Field Trip News
Wednesday, March 21, 2018
9:00 am
In our quest to find new sources
of things to grow, we are hitting
the Hwy 99 corridor between Galt
and Elk Grove on March 21st.
There are several nurseries to
choose from in Galt, plus the Galt
Flea Market. After lunch at the
Market’s food trucks we’ll head
north to Elk Grove to visit the
Secret Garden and Green Acres
Nursery.
We will meet at the BART Park
and Ride lot on Walnut Ave in
Brentwood at 9am to carpool. It
takes about an hour to get to Galt
and Elk Grove is 15 minutes north.
Sign up at our next meeting or
call Robin 925-759-0700.

Ruth Bancroft Garden!
Problem Solving with
Australian Native Plants
Saturday, March 17, 2018
10am – 11am
$15 Member/$20 General
Solutions for deer, clay, dry
shade, attracting hummingbirds
and more.
ruthbancroftgarden.org
Thank You to Ruth Bancroft
Garden for their generous
donations for this month’s raffle.

We need decorative pots!
Please bring your unwanted
decorative pots, with or without
drainage hole, to Wolfe Ranch.
We need them for our succulent
bowls for the plant sale.

FEBRUARY

2018

At our February meeting Joan Morris, the Home and Garden editor for
the Bay Area News Group, will be our guest speaker. Joan will speak on
starting the Contra Costa Master Gardner’s, “Our Garden”, a demonstration
garden in Walnut Creek that teaches sustainable gardening classes once a
week, April through October, and donates all produce to help feed the
hungry. The Garden is celebrating its 10th season this year. She’ll also be
happy to answer your pets and wildlife questions.
Joan has trained as a Contra Costa Master Gardner and was instrumental
in developing the demonstration garden.
Joan Morris knew in sixth grade that she wanted to be a newspaper reporter,
and this year she will have been living her dream for 40 years. Her career
started in New Mexico moving on to Texas and in 1988 she joined the
Contra Costa Times.
During her career she’s covered a wide variety of subjects including a
deadly prison riot, the landing of the space shuttle Columbia at White
Sands Missile Range, N.M., two Super Bowls, and an assortment of
murders and other crimes. Several years ago she traded her police scanner
in and joined the Features staff at the paper and eventually became Home
& Garden editor. Five years ago she was tapped to replace the legendary
Gary Bogue and take over the Pets and Wildlife column.

Follow up on last month’s note about Crepe Myrtles:

Last month I included a YouTube connection on pruning Crepe Myrtles, I
came across a much more comprehensive article on selection and care of
Crepe Myrtles, this was helpful when I pruned mine
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/grumpy-gardener/what-concerns-p
Happy Gardening!

Bob Selders, Vice President, Programs

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
“TIME’S UP” for those of you who haven’t sent in your DIG Membership
dues for the new year. Your contact information will not be listed in our
2018 DIG Directory. You will not be receiving a DIG membership card
to use for discounts at many nurseries. Worst of all, you will no longer be
a part of the most wonderful garden club in Northern California that has
been around for 30 years.
Putting together this directory every year takes the concerted efforts of at
least 4 members. Each of these members would much rather be spending
their time on pampering plants at the Wolfe Ranch and getting them ready
for our May plant sale than nagging people to send in their dues so we
can finalize the directory. Please help us out. Mail your check today. Or
better yet, bring your check to propagation next Saturday and stay. Help us
plant cuttings, water plants, fill pots with soil, move plants in or out of the
greenhouse or one of the many, many other tasks that need to be done. The
20 members who are out there every Saturday, rain or shine, can’t do it all.
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BOARD MINUTES—FEBRUARY 6, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 7:22
pm by Helen.
She reminded the Board that our next
Board Meeting is March 6th.
Bob reported on the speakers in the
queue for 2018. Our February speaker
is Joan Morris. Joan is a garden
enthusiast and the Bay Area News
Group’s Pets and Wildlife columnist.
She helped establish Our Garden, a
demonstration garden in Walnut Creek
that each year produces more than
14,000 pounds of food to help feed
the hungry. Joan has been writing
the highly popular “Animal Life”
column for the East Bay Times and
the Mercury News for the past five
years. She says that her job has turned
out to be a dream job. In her column,
Morris answers the public’s pet and
wildlife questions and enjoys educating
people about the jungle that’s in their
backyards. So joins us and bring your
questions to our February 26th General
Meeting.
Ginger presented the Treasurer’s
report with the new format. Ginger
announced that last month’s Auction
increased DIG’s coffers by $830.00
with members’ purchases of wonderful
new garden “treasures”. The Secretary
will send Emil Gedes, the Auctioneer, a
thank you note.
Chris reported that DIG’s current
membership stands at 138. However,
only 77 members have paid their 2018
dues - so please be sure to pay your
dues. Karyn offered to create and post
membership signups for the Summerset
areas, in the hope that our membership
base will increase.
Martin spoke about DIG’s Scholarship
rotation among the High Schools in
Brentwood. This year, La Paloma
the Continuation High School, in
Brentwood is to receive the $1,000.00
scholarship to be awarded to one of

their graduating student or students.
Robin reported that the next field trip
is Wednesday, March 21st. We will
be visiting the Gault/Elk Grove area
which is home to many nurseries.
The Field Trip committee will narrow
down the nurseries that we will visit
on March 21st. Join us in carpooling,
meeting new people and discovering
new nurseries.
During the meeting, there were general
discussions regarding speakers,
membership and the need for more
volunteers, new members, time lines,
donations and various procedures.
2018 Propagation has begun at Wolfe
Ranch! Join in the fun from 1012PM each Saturday! (Cuttings are
appreciated.)
New Business: February is Donation
month
The following donations were
discussed, voted upon and approved:
• $250.00 to Deer Valley High
School Community-Based
Instruction, under the supervision
of Bruce Ellison, special education
teacher. Mr. Ellison’s class is
one of two that are part of Deer
Valley’s curriculum that teaches 18
to 22 year olds with autism or other
cognitive disabilities the real-world
skills and social norms they need to
live independently. Since the spring
of 2016 the trash strewn empty lot
has drastically changed into a fullblown year round vegetable garden
with spring and fall plantings.
• $500.00 to Freedom High School
for the school garden, John Sierra,
Biology teacher. John’s students
volunteer at DIG’s Plant Sale in
May and are a tremendous help.
• $250.00 to Hope House,
Brentwood
The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 pm.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Potato Leek Soup
Ingredients
1 tablespoon finely chopped onion
2 tablespoons butter
1/2 cup flour
6 cups chicken stock
4 cups raw diced potatoes
1/2 cup diced leek (yellow part only)
1/2 cup whipping cream
Salt to taste
1 teaspoon finely chopped parsley
Method
Sauté onion in butter until
transparent. Add flour and mix
well. Add 3 cups of the chicken
stock. Stir well and let simmer
slowly. In a separate pot put the
other 3 cups of chicken stock,
potatoes and leeks. Bring to a boil
and let simmer for 20 minutes.
Mix both liquids together, add the
cream and check for seasoning.
Serve topped with parsley.
Recipe from the DIG Cookbook,
courtesy Pat Moore

Reminders:

DIG’s General Meeting on February 26th at 7:30PM		
The next Board meeting will be Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at 7:30PM
Field Trip to the Gault/Elk Grove area, March 21, 2018

Sue Castle, Secretary
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Please make checks payable to DIG.

New Member

Renewal

Directions
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WOLFE RANCH
700 CREEK ROAD
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Brentwood, CA 94513

Delta Informal Gardeners
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
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Winter and Spring potting up
events, as well as our annual plant
sale, are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.

