As we enter into chapter four,

and the season of Lent,


we enter it needing some clarification as to what is going on.  

For in the season of Lent, 


some things often get jumbled in our minds.  

Things like, 


why are we fasting, 


was Jesus tempted or tested, 


what is Satan's role, 


and even what is the role of bread in living.  

These are questions that all stem from this text that you all know so well.  

It has the 40 days that we view as the standard for fasting for Lent.  

But do we hear the 40 days as more than a good biblical number?  


Do we hear it as Jesus, 


as the new true Israel, 



doing what Israel was supposed to do?  


Remember, Israel, 



after their moment of freedom and new life after crossing the Red Sea, 




went into the wilderness.  


They had some supplies with them, 



but they started planning long term 



instead of depending on God to provide their daily bread.  


They told God that they were going to starve out in the wilderness.  



Notice, 




not that they were currently starving, 



but at some point, 




the food that they could provide for themselves would run out.  



So God sent the Manna and the quail.  


Then they were going to run out of water.  



Water came from a solid rock.  


Time and again, 



Israel was tested by God, 




to see if they were willing to let God be God, 



and they fell short.

So as we hear our text say, 


the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness, 

we should hear this as a direct retest of Israel.  


Israel passed from death to life in the Red Sea 


and Jesus passed from death to life in his baptism in the Jordan.  

Next level is testing in the wilderness.  


I am going with the term testing, 



at least to start with, 


because this is not just Satan trying to mess up Jesus' mission, 



it is God the Father 



helping the Son to see that he is up to the calling.  

I make this claim based on two things.  


One, 



it is the Spirit that led Jesus into the wilderness.  


The Holy Spirit came upon Jesus at his baptism 



and is now showing him what true dependence looks like.  


The second



 is the word used in the text.  




Periazo, 




to be pressured.  



It is a word that we say in the Lord's prayer 




and ask the Father to deliver us from evil.  



It is a word that depends on the context 




to how it should be translated.   





When Satan is leading the action, 






Satan is tempting us to fail.  





When God is leading the action, 






God is testing us to succeed.

What does this look like in real life?  

Our model of basic training for the military is a prime example.  


They spend weeks getting you in shape, 



mentally, 



physically, 



and emotionally, 




to be able to endure the life that is before you.  


Then, they start putting you into some grueling simulated training scenarios, 



to see if you are fit for the tasks ahead.  


This is the test or temptation.  

The drill sergeant could be seen as tempting you to quit, 


but his role is not to get you to quit, 


it is to be better, 



dig deeper, 



to see what you are made of.  

Now if you do fall for the temptation, 


you also fail the test.  

But the test is meant to help you see what is possible.  


Israel was equipped to pass, 



but they did not trust God enough to do so.  


Jesus was equipped as well, 



and as we quickly see, 




he does trust God and his word enough to do so.

Like Engineers who test materials to their breaking point, 


to make sure they exceed the maximum requirements for the job,

So God tests Jesus,


to make sure he is willing to meet all that is needed for the ministry ahead.

Understanding this, 


we hear that Jesus fasted 40 days and 40 nights. 


Jesus has depended upon God for over a month to sustain him.

The natural consequence would be hunger.  


But we should note, 



the Greek text says, 




“Later he hungered.”  



Our NIV translation says, 




“He was hungry.”  

But during this 40 days, 


Jesus was living so intently in God's presence, 


so filled with the Holy Spirit, 



that his basic needs went to the periphery.  

We have had that happen, 


working on a project


 and realize that we have not eaten all day.  

Jesus was focused on God and trusting him, 


he was so in the midst of Messiah bootcamp, 



that eating was not the main concern.  


What God provided was enough.

But the tester, 

or the tempter, 


comes to him and focuses not on Jesus hunger, 


but Jesus' status.  

His test is, 


will you in all your glory as the Son of God 



feel the basic pangs of hunger.  

It was not a question of whether or not Jesus could do such a thing.  

It is a question of how will you use this gift that you have.  


Will you use it to serve yourself 



or others?

This is a question we all have to constantly ask ourselves 


with the gifts that God has given us.  



Will we use them to serve ourselves 



or to serve others?  

When Israel came through the Red Sea 

and experienced their new life and freedom, 


the answer kept on being, 



“We will serve ourselves.”  

But that is not what God intended for them 


or for us.  

Jesus shows us what God intended for Israel.  


To be humble.  

Jesus can and will make food appear, 


but it will not be for him, 


it will be for others.  



That is not outside of his abilities.  

Where Satan was tempting him, 


was by saying, 



“You have all of this power, 




how will you use it?”  


Or for our modern translation, 



“You just won the lottery, 




what will you do with your millions?”  





Is a new home or car for you on the list, 






or blessing the needs of others?  




Now there is no question that Jesus needed to eat, 





it had been 40 days.  




But needing to eat 




and transforming rocks to bread to meet this basic need because you can, 





because you are the Son of God,






is that the best way to go?

Jesus quotes out this morning's text from Deuteronomy 8:3.  


Moses tells the people that they were tested 



in order to know what was in their heart, 



would they keep God's commands?  


He humbled them, 



causing them to hunger.  


But God did not leave them in hunger.  



But God fed them with Manna.  

Jesus' heart knows 

and has lived in God's word enough these last 40 days and nights 


to know that God will provide the food needed to bring his hunger to rest.  

Will we trust God to bring our other hungers to rest in their good time, 


or will we take steps ourselves.  

Do we trust God?

That is the test for Jesus and as his followers, 

that is the test for us as well.  


Do we trust God?  

Will we make the world bend to our needs and wants?  


Or will we wait patiently for God to bring it about?  

What does the difference look like?  


One place I can see it apparent, 



is when we depend on credit and credit cards, 




instead of savings to live.  



With the stock market reaching all time highs this past week, 




the recession of 2007-2009 seems like a distant memory.  



But we experienced that collapse, 




because we as a nation believed that God needed to give us the new house, 





new car, 





and creaturely comforts straight out of high school and college.  




We did not want to wait 20 years like our parents did.  




We saw an opportunity to get what we wanted now.  





Just like the tempter put before Jesus.  



Get your bread now, 




from these rocks that look like loaves of bread, 



you just need to change their content, 




but not their shape.  

Jesus depended on God's word 


to remind him that God wanted to see what his heart looked like.



These tests are ways of helping us see what our hearts look like as well.


Would Jesus trust God?  

So, having lived into the story of Israel, 


Jesus gives us the new turn for the nation of Israel.  



What would it look like if they would have trusted God?  



We are called into the same story to continue Jesus' Kingdom building.

