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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME 

Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements  

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER 

In this Pentecost Season, we confess to You, O Lord - our division, for we are not 
gathered together as Your people in one place; our fear of the rush of your Spirit in 
our lives and what it might call us to do or to be; our desire for a monolingual 
society, even when you allowed the early church to transcend all language, not 
favoring one over another; our actions that can be like the crowds that taunt and 
torment, mocking those who are filled with your Spirit that burns like fire and 
rushes like wind. For the times we have done this, we know we need to offer our 
confession to Almighty God: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the 
things we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor:  In this Pentecost season, Lord - help us to let down our barriers to your 
Spirit; guide us over to live lives filled with joy, abandon, and faithfulness; and 
create in us new hearts to be new people who worship only You.  As a result of the 
love of God, the work of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, He forgives us 
all our sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin 
no more, that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after our 
Lord Jesus in all we say and all we do, we pray and celebrate this Easter joy in His 
Holy Name, Amen. 

HYMN 167   The Old Rugged Cross  (1, 4) 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison):  Almighty and eternal God, you show 

perpetual loving kindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our 

own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 

generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Alleluia. Open our hearts, O Lord, to give heed to what is said by your Son.  
Alleluia. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC:          “Tell Me the Old, Old Story”           Dean Carson  
 
FIRST LESSON:   Jonah 3:10-4:11 New Living Translation (NLT) 
 
When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, 

he changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened. 

This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he became very angry. 
 
So he 

complained to the LORD about it: “Didn’t I say before I left home that you would 

do this, LORD? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you are a merciful 

and compassionate God, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. You are 

eager to turn back from destroying people. 
 
Just kill me now, LORD! I’d rather be 

dead than alive if what I predicted will not happen.” 

 
The LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry about this?” 

Then Jonah went out to the east side of the city and made a shelter to sit under as 

he waited to see what would happen to the city. 
 
And the LORD God arranged for a 

leafy plant to grow there, and soon it spread its broad leaves over Jonah’s head, 

shading him from the sun. This eased his discomfort, and Jonah was very grateful 

for the plant. 

But God also arranged for a worm! The next morning at dawn the worm ate 

through the stem of the plant so that it withered away. 
 
And as the sun grew hot, 

God arranged for a scorching east wind to blow on Jonah. The sun beat down on 

his head until he grew faint and wished to die. “Death is certainly better than living 

like this!” he exclaimed. 

Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died?” 

“Yes,” Jonah retorted, “even angry enough to die!” 

Then the LORD said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put 

it there. It came quickly and died quickly. 
 
But Nineveh has more than 120,000 

people living in spiritual darkness, not to mention all the animals. Shouldn’t I feel 

sorry for such a great city?” 

THE SECOND LESSON:  Philippians 1:21-30 New Living Translation (NLT) 

For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. 
 
But if I live, I 

can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t know which is better. 
 
I’m 

torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far 

better for me. 
 
But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 

Knowing this, I am convinced that I will remain alive so I can continue to help all 

of you grow and experience the joy of your faith. 
 
And when I come to you again, 



Our Savior Lutheran Church  September 24th, 2017 
you will have even more reason to take pride in Christ Jesus because of what he is 

doing through me. 

Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or 

only hear about you, I will know that you are standing together with one spirit and 

one purpose, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News. 
 
Don’t be 

intimidated in any way by your enemies. This will be a sign to them that they are 

going to be destroyed, but that you are going to be saved, even by God 

himself. 
 
For you have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but 

also the privilege of suffering for him. 
 
We are in this struggle together. You have 

seen my struggle in the past, and you know that I am still in the midst of it. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Matthew 20:1-16 New Living Translation (NLT) 

“For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the landowner who went out early one 

morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 
 
He agreed to pay the normal daily wage 

and sent them out to work. 

“At nine o’clock in the morning he was passing through the marketplace and saw 

some people standing around doing nothing. 
 
So he hired them, telling them he 

would pay them whatever was right at the end of the day. 
 
So they went to work in 

the vineyard. At noon and again at three o’clock he did the same thing. 

“At five o’clock that afternoon he was in town again and saw some more people 

standing around. He asked them, ‘Why haven’t you been working today?’ 

“They replied, ‘Because no one hired us.’  “The landowner told them, ‘Then go out 

and join the others in my vineyard.’ 

“That evening he told the foreman to call the workers in and pay them, beginning 

with the last workers first. 
 
When those hired at five o’clock were paid, each 

received a full day’s wage. 
 
When those hired first came to get their pay, they 

assumed they would receive more. But they, too, were paid a day’s wage. 
 
When 

they received their pay, they protested to the owner, ‘Those people worked only 

one hour, and yet you’ve paid them just as much as you paid us who worked all 

day in the scorching heat.’ 

“He answered one of them, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair! Didn’t you agree to 

work all day for the usual wage? 
 
Take your money and go. I wanted to pay this 

last worker the same as you. 
 
Is it against the law for me to do what I want with my 

money? Should you be jealous because I am kind to others?’ 

“So those who are last now will be first then, and those who are first will be last.” 

The Gospel of our Lord. 
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PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 
 

SERMON    "The Last Will be First, and the First Will be Last.”  What does that 

really mean?              Pastor Steve Dygert 
 
SERMON HYMN:  316  The Church’s One Foundation  (1, 3, 5) 
 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Apostles CreedThe Apostles CreedThe Apostles CreedThe Apostles Creed (C) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING: 

After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here 
below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
-PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION, THE LORD’S PRAYER 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
     THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
HYMN 337   God of Grace and God of Glory  (1, 4) 

THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C. Thanks be to God 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN!   Thank you for joining us as we worship 
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We are happy you are here!  As a kindness to 
one another, please place your cell phones on muted for the time we are together in 
worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here! 
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SUMMER NEWSLETTER COMING SOON! If you have items you’d like included in the 
next newsletter, by all means please forward them to Jeanne Keyser, who is our 
newsletter editor. We are thinking it would be published later in September but now 
would be a good time to get those articles started! 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Please use a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer 
request this morning. It is our joy and our privilege to share in these petitions to 
Almighty God. If you have them ready before the service, hand them to Pastor when 
you have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time the offering 
is collected. 
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