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Embracing Christian Stewardship
Christian stewardship refers to the responsibility that each
of us has in maintaining and using wisely the gifts that we
have been given. We understand stewardship to be our
thankful and intentional response to the question: “What
does God call me to do with the gifts God has entrusted to
me?”
Our bible and our Episcopal Church maintain that the appropriate formula to use for our financial giving is the tithe – a tenth of all
we have. This ten percent standard for giving is both daunting and confusing.
Do I give ten percent of my gross, net or adjusted income? Does this include
all of my investments and retirement accounts as well? Should this entire
amount all go to the church or does this percentage include all my charitable
giving? So many options yet few details to guide us! As with many things in
our Episcopal Church, the final choice is left up to the individual. So pick a
starting point and go from there.
When I was first married, my wife and I decided that it was important to
share our financial resources regularly with God through the parish we were
attending. We didn’t follow the tithing guideline back then. The formula we
used was simple: we looked at how much income we received in a given
month and then subtracted out all our expenses. Then we took the remainder
and held back a portion for contingencies and whatever amount was left we
put in the offering plate. This method of giving equated to ½% of our annual
net income. Surprisingly, the average annual giving for Episcopalians is 1%
of their income.
After my wife died and I found myself relying on God more, the realization
hit me that we had been doing this giving thing backwards. I needed to
change my formula around and write my check to support God’s mission
first before I took out expenses. The question then became, “how much” because I was looking at a larger pool of money to start with rather than the
miniscule scraps left at the end.
This new perspective posed quite a dilemma. How should I calculate a fair
share to give that is representative of my gratitude for all that I have? Did I
trust in God more than I trusted in my money? I am embarrassed to say that
my words were professing trust in God, but my actions clearly showed that
I aligned my security and wants with my money. This insight made me uncomfortable so I set out to rectify the situation.
I knew that I could not automatically start giving 10% of my net income
so I decided to increase my pledge by 1% each year until I reached the tithe.
I have been working on this for many years now and 2015 is the year that I
finally reached this goal. Now I am wrestling with the idea of following this
same method to change my tithe based on my gross rather than net income.
There is always room to grow!
Continued on next page

NOVEMBER EVENts:
Nov. 1 & 15 - Sunday Men’s
Group Breakfasts 9:30 am
Nov. 1 sunday-Presiding Bishop
Installation Viewing w/St. Clement’s
Inkster Noon
Nov. 8 sunday-Vestry Meeting Noon
Nov. 12 thursday Food Pantry Open 10 am-Noon
Nov. 13 Friday - Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser 5:00-7:30 pm
Nov. 15 sunday - Outreach Meeting
12 pm
Nov. 22 Stewardship Sunday
Nov. 25 Wednesday - Thanksgiving
Eucharist 6 pm (no bible study)
Nov. 29 sunday - Combined
Advent Service 9:30 am
Candlelight Compline 5:30 pm

Friday, Nov. 13, 2015
5 - 7:30 pm
Includes spaghetti, salad, bread,
dessert & beverage. Adults $8 •
12+under $4 • 3+under FREE

Tickets available from Vestry members
or in the Office. Please invite your family and friends. Treat your neighbor and
introduce them to your Church Family!
Flyers available to post or distribute in
Parish Hall along with sign-up sheets for
desserts and helpers.
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November is Our Season of Giving
Throughout the month of November most of us start preparing for our family celebrations of Thanksgiving and Christmas.
We plan out our events, go shopping, clean the house, cook and spend time with family. The underlying theme during this
time of year is showing appreciation for our families by showering them with our time and other gifts.
It is common practice in our Episcopal Church during this
same period to reflect on all that we have been given by God
and to make decisions about how we are going to share our
time, talent and treasure in the service of the Almighty Creator.
We call this STEWARDSHIP.
Please prayerfully consider how you may share the gifts you
have been given with our church. You will find an Estimate
of Giving form enclosed in this newsletter and in your mailbox. We ask that you complete this form and either return it
to the church office or bring it to our Eucharistic celebrations
on Sunday, November 22nd when we will collect and bring
them forward during our offertory.

A Biblical Moment –
Everyone Who Can

Everyone who could make an offering of silver or
bronze brought it as the Lord’s offering. All the
skillful women spun with their hands and brought
what they had spun in blue and purple and crimson
yarns and fine linen; all the women whose hearts
moved them to use their skill for the Lord brought
what they had made.
Exodus 35: 24-26

Embracing Christian Stewardship continued
Fortunately for us God knows that the process of transformation does not always happen in the blink of an eye. God
knows our fears and imperfections and is ever so patient as we take one step at a time toward deepening our faith and
commitment.
I would like to challenge you to join me on this journey of stewardship refinement. Will you start by identifying where
you are on the giving continuum and then commit yourself to increasing your giving by one percent each year until you
become a tither? I know this is a big ask but I strongly believe that this is our responsibility as followers of Jesus.
Christian Stewardship is a spiritual journey we take as individuals and as a community of faith in which we seek to
move from a perspective of scarcity to one of abundance with ever increasing gratitude and generosity.
My prayer for all of us is that we may be the best stewards of our time, talent and treasure as we utilize, share and oversee
all the personal and material resources that we have at our disposal for the Glory of God and the betterment of all creation.
Blessings,
Fr. Steve
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We are featuring this monthly article that will highlight a St. John’s
parishioner sharing an experience of a miracle in her/his life. We as
Christians believe that God is active in the world and through our lens
of faith we see miracles happen all the time. Please consider sharing one
of your miracle stories with us. It may be a simple, ordinary event or
something more involved, but it is meant to encourage all of us.

This month’s Miracle Story is submitted by Joan Cady
It was the Sunday morning after our Fall Festival. I was getting ready for Church the sun was shining and it looked
like God was sending forth a Blessed day for all to enjoy. As I was on my way to St John's I had a feeling that something
great was going to happen. Little did I know that today a miracle would happen right in front of my eyes.
You see one of our Parishoners Joan Harmon who attended the Festival and stayed way into the night had the misfortune of losing some thing very dear and near to her heart. As I approached the Parish Hall this Sunday morning
Joan was expressing her saddness to others that she had lost one of her Marquise diamonds from her ring at the festival.
Of course everyone was sympathetic to her story including Fr.Steve. As I gazed across the floor just at that moment I
caught the sparkle of a bright shining object that appeared to be...you guessed it..."A DIAMOND"!!! Could this be
a miracle happening before us?
As we know God works in mysterious ways His wonders to never cease. Needless to say there was one very happy
lady amongst this small crowd of parishoners that witnessed yet again a " Miracle at St John's". v

Music Preparations for Special Advent Service
Your music director has been busy selecting music for Advent, which begins on Sunday, November 29th. The Episcopal Musician’s Handbook suggests a Service of Lessons
and Carols. Normally a service of this type would be held on a late Sunday afternoon,
but because of various considerations this service will be held on the first Sunday of
Advent at 9:30 am. We will be combining the two normal services into this one special
service that will also include communion.
There will be six lessons read, each followed by congregational hymns and occasional
music sung by the choir. Some of the selections will be taken from an old Methodist and
Lutheran hymnal that Dana Hull owns. Each lesson will also include Advent hymns from
our 1982 hymnal that we will also use throughout the remaining Sundays of Advent.
It is hoped that this special Advent service will prepare our hearts and minds for the
Christmas Season!

Advent Candlelight
Compline
On the four Sunday’s of Advent we will be holding a candlelight compline service in our sanctuary from 5:30 – 6:00
pm. This service will include the use of incense, recorded
chant music, prayers, scripture readings and silent meditation. There will not be communion during this service.
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29th, so please mark
your calendars to join us for these special times of prayer!
!
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St. John’s Altar Guild Ministry
By Joan Wegehaupt

Thanks to two of our Outreach Angels
(Angela Hamblin & Cindy Fowler) who
are organizing an Angel Tree
for St. John’s this month!
Please watch for it and donate to
families in need if you are able.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023

St. John’s Altar Guild is a traditional organization which provides
its members the privilege of serving God by preparing the chancel
and taking care of all the religious articles and furnishings used in
corporate worship. The main goal is to see that the sanctuary is kept
beautiful and in good order, both to glorify God and to prepare a
holy setting for the congregation to worship in a meaningful way.
The present members serving in this ministry are: Joan Smith,
Sharon Scott, MaryAnne Ford, Julie Jones, Wendy Clayton, Sande
Godbout, Joan Cady and Joan Wegehaupt. Members on the inactive
list include: Alice Kolorov, Sharron Copland, Chris Brown, and
Diana Gelinas. Their many years of loyal service are truly appreciated. Much of our work is accomplished with the help of our sextons, Bill and Kim Goeman and with many others who volunteer
their skills – especially at Christmas time with the “Hanging of the
Greens”. Talent and know how are always useful and welcome. Altar
Guild members continue to diligently and faithfully carry out their
duties and look forward to learning and working with our new priest,
Fr. Steve.

parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome
Sunday Services
8:30 am

Holy Eucharist
Worship through the spoken word

Holy Eucharist
Service with music and choir
Coffee Hour follows the 10:30 am service.

St. John’s Episcopal Church

10:30 am

Weekday Worship - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
11:30 am
12 noon

Rosary
Holy Eucharist

2nd & 4th Tuesdays
10:30 am
Holy Eucharist
(at Hope Health Care Center on Cherry Hill)

Weekday Worship - Wednesdays
10:30 am
11:30 am

Bible Study
Holy Eucharist with healing

Wednesday Evening Worship
6:30 pm
Bible Study

StAff

rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com
charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnswestland@gmail.com
Dana hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons

OffICERS
Ken Kowalski, SeniorWarden
Don Streeter, Co-Junior Warden Kim Goeman, Co-Junior Warden
Gail MacDonald, Secretary
Erin Downey-tarnowski, Treasurer
2015 VEStRy MEMbERS
Sonya Kowalski, leslie caulfield, Sharon Scott, Kathleen Walker, neil
Barbu, Ken coyne,Jim Godbout and cheryl Montgomery

St. John’s Episcopal Church
ESTIMATE OF GIVING 2016
Time, Talent & Treasure
Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________
Street: ____________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _______________________
Phone: (________) __________________ E-mail Address: __________________________________

TIME and TALENT
Prayerfully consider continuing a current ministry or joining a new ministry.
Please initial if two or more people are included in your household.
Parish Community
____ Buildings & Grounds
____ Coffee Hour
____ Communications
____ Daughters of the King
____ Fundraisers

____
____
____
____
____

Mens Group
Outreach
Stewardship
Vestry
Visiting Homebound

____ Working with youth
____ Welcoming Newcomers

____ Other _____________________________________________________________________
(Please Describe)

Worship
____ Acolyte
____ Altar Guild
____ Altar Flowers
____ Choir

____ Eucharistic Minister
____ Reader (Lector)
____ Sunday School Teacher
____ Usher

____ Other ____________________________________________________________________
(Please Describe)

TREASURE
All donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

$ _____________ weekly for 52 weeks
OR

$ _____________ monthly for 12 months

$ _____________ as follows _________________________________________

______ Please contact me to make arrangements for automatic withdrawals from my account.
______ I would like information on how to provide for St. John’s in my will

