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HOW YOU CAN SHOW GOD’S GRACE TO THE WORLD 

by Pastor Mark Jeske 

You’ve probably seen the bumper stickers. They’re everywhere. Those emblems of 
Islam, gay rights, Judaism, paganism, Taoism, and Christianity are often arranged in 
an attempt to spell coexist. 

Nice idea—that people would leave others alone who wish to practice a different kind 
of religion. However, the bumper stickers are not changing the minds of Al Qaeda, 
Boko Haram, al-Shabab, and ISIS, who support killing in the name of their religion. 

So how can we as Christians go beyond the bumper stickers—and effectively share 
the news of God’s grace? 

First, let’s remember Christ told us not to judge others (Matthew 7:1). In his parable of 
the weeds and the wheat (Matthew 13:24-30), Jesus told his disciples that it’s not up to 
us to separate the believers for heaven and the unbelievers for hell. Christ himself will 
take care of that when he returns. 

In the meantime, let’s proclaim the universal gospel of a God who so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son. Coercion cannot convert even one unbeliever. Only the 
gospel of God’s love can do that. 

But that doesn’t mean that all faiths are equal. Jesus said that no one can come to the 
Father except through him. Jesus claims to be not just one of many paths to God 
but the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

As the apostle Peter told the high council in Jerusalem, “Salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). 

Though God’s grace is universal, poured out over the world, only those who believe in 
his Son are saved by his grace. 

You know, that’s why we named our ministry Time of Grace—because our lives on 
earth are our brief opportunity to reconnect with God through the gospel of Christ. And 
that’s why Christians want to coexist with other people—to give them every opportunity 
to hear and believe the Word that saves. So let’s make the most of our time on earth 
by showing the world his amazing grace. 
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Excel in the Grace of Giving!  

2 Corinthians 8:7  

But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we 
have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

God’s grace is a giving grace; it centers around his gift of Jesus Christ and his redemptive work on our behalf. 

That grace moves the Christian to be gracious—to freely, gladly give everything, including his material goods, 

back to the Lord. The offerings of a Christian, then, are much more than bills and coins. They are a part of one’s 

worship. The Christian who day by day is being “graced” by God acknowledges God’s grace with freely given, 

grace-motivated gifts.  

In response to the grace of our God, we as a family of believers - united by the Spirit, have successfully paid off 

our organ fund, totally roughly $113,000. What an incredible blessing this is! To God be all glory!!!  

This instrument, God-willing, will be used for decades to come and will be used to give glory to our God. We 

thank you for your gifts, prayers, and encouragement over the years to see this project through.  

While the organ project is completely funded, we now have the opportunity to pool our resources together and 

to work on both our general fund giving and our debt fund.  

Our debt fund has been needed more this year than it has in the past. As a result, we have nearly maxed out our 

line of credit with the bank at $150,000. Our congregational goal, as encouraged by our Board of Trustees, is to 

reduce that line of credit to under $100,000 by July 2018.  

Our leadership at St. John’s also wants to stress the importance of giving our first-fruits to the Lord. We need 

about $15,000 per week in General Fund giving in order to pay our bills. All we are asking of you is to simply 

give as God has given to you. Don’t ask others to pay their fair share or get mad at those that aren’t giving or 

those that you think could give more. That is not your business, but it is God’s. God desires cheerful giving that 

is sacrificial giving. God loves giving that is thought out and planned for. Above all, God loves giving that is 

motivated by his Grace as we read in our passage above.  

By God’s grace, we can meet our goals. By God’s grace, our sins have been forgiven. By God’s grace, we have 

been called into God’s family. By God’s grace, he continues to love and care for us. According to the grace that 

God has personally given to us, let us give back to the Lord, our God.   

 

In Christ,  

 

St. John’s Church Council  
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News from St. John’s 

Organ Fund Donations:  With the Organ Fund’s goal now being completed, all monetary gifts that come into 

the church office designated for the Organ Fund will now be placed into the Debt Fund.   

Every Member Visits:  You are invited to attend an Every Member Visit!  What is an Every Member Visit?  

Each family has the opportunity to meet with our pastors and discuss their thoughts, comments, concerns, and 

have encouragement in God’s Word.  St. John’s members also help the pastors get to know the them and vice 

versa.  Members will receive a clear overview of our ministry, better understanding of the gifts God has given 

us and also have time in God’s Word and prayer.  Each family is encouraged to sign-up for a one-hour timeslot 

in the narthex (children are welcome to attend). 

 

Lenten Meals:  Please sign up your group in the narthex to provide for an upcoming Lenten Meal.  Remember 

that Ash Wednesday is earlier this year, February 14th. 

 

The NEW 2018 St. John’s Photo Directory:  Thank you to all St. John’s members who have had their picture 

taken or who have submitted a picture for our new 2018 Photo Directory!  Also, THANK YOU to our 

wonderful volunteers who have donated many hours to this project.  If you haven’t already submitted a photo, 

please do so ASAP!  Please email your photo to church@stjohnsjuneau.org or bring your print to the church 

office to be scanned.  Those who have not submitted a photo or who haven’t had their picture taken will receive 

a phone call to setup a time to have their picture taken.  Directories will be available for purchase at a later date. 

Thank you! 

News from outside of Juneau 

Travel Adventure:  Pastor James Humann, retired WELS pastor, invites you to join him on a new travel 

adventure. Instead of the usual land/bus tours he has hosted in the past, he is offering a thirteen day Scandinavia 

& St. Petersburg, Russia cruise tour. The tour dates are September 12-24, 2018. The ship is the luxurious 

Norwegian Breakaway, a five star Grand Class superliner of the Norwegian Cruise Line. The ports of call 

include St. Petersburg, Russia, home of the world famous Hermitage Museum; Warnemunde, Germany, the 

gateway to the historic capital city of Berlin; Tallinn, Estonia, medieval city with its cobblestone streets and 

watchtowers; Helsinki, Finland with its ultra-modern architecture; Stockholm, Sweden with its intricate 

waterways; Copenhagen, Denmark, home of Hans Christian Anderson. For a brochure describing the daily 

itinerary, General Conditions and costs, e-mail Pastor Humann at JHumann383@aol.com. 

Agrace to Offer New Volunteer Orientation in February:  Agrace Hospice & Palliative is seeking new 

volunteers throughout Sauk and Columbia counties. Agrace volunteers brighten the lives of local people with 

serious illnesses by making companionship visits in patients’ homes, or in nursing homes or assisted living 

facilities.   In February, Agrace will offer volunteer orientation Tuesday, February 13, from 1 p.m. to 5 

p.m., and Wednesday, February 28, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at its Baraboo office. Before attending orientation, 

prospective volunteers will complete an application and an interview process with Agrace staff. Call (608) 327-

7163 to register. 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Cudahy:  St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Cudahy, Wisconsin is celebrating its 

125th Anniversary in 2018  (1893 - 2018). 

We want to invite anyone and everyone with a current and past connection to St Paul's Church and School. 

To help us spread the word could you please post the note below in your Sunday bulletin or on your church 

bulletin board. 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church & School of Cudahy, Wisconsin 

Celebrating our 125th Anniversary  1893 - 2018 

See details on our website at  [www.STPAULSCUDAHY.com] or call the church office 414-744-9988. 

mailto:JHumann383@aol.com
tel:(608)%20327-7163
tel:(608)%20327-7163
http://www.stpaulscudahy.com/
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Twice is Nice Retail Store News, January 2018 
Shop: Did you know we have 50% off certain color tags the last week of each month? January’s color was 

green – stop in to learn what February’s will be! Find outstanding bargains anytime – even our regular prices 

beat other stores’ clearance prices. We’re easy-to-find and open Mondays-Saturdays from 9-5 PM: just a 

minute east on the Hwy 18 exit off the 26 bypass at 907 W. Racine St., next to the Jefferson Piggly 

Wiggly. 
Volunteer: Talk to someone you recognize from the following list and ask how easy and fun it is to help. No 

expertise required. We welcomed many visiting volunteers recently, including Lakeside students William 

Bushie (St. Mark, Watertown), Shannon Jones & Abby Buxa (Immanuel, Farmington), Ashley Fritz (St. 

Andrew, Middleton), Ben Grambsch (Zion, Columbus), Grace Krieser (Eastside, Madison), Kelly Koch 

(Trinity, Watertown), Hannah Mayer (St. Paul, Fort), Carter Melcher, Katie Stuebs (St. Paul, Lake Mills), Tyler 

Surges, Ellie Westrate (Peace, Sun Prairie), Peter Zambo (St. John, Newville). Also Sher & Kalies Birkholz 

(Trinity, Watertown), Kyra & Lauren Lostetter (St. Paul, Lake Mills), Richard Rupnow (St. Paul, Lake Mills), 

Sandy Schafer (St. Paul, Fort), Pastor Glen Schmiege (Eastside, Madison), Jim and Kimara, Matthias and Isaac 

Winters (St. Luke, Watertown). 

Please Donate! This time of year historically brings a lull in donations –our bins are getting low! Please, if your 

new year resolution includes cleaning your closets and basements, remember Twice Is Nice! Donations can be 

brought to the door at the back side of store from 9-4:30 any day we are open. Questions?  Call 920-674-6868, 

ask for the day manager. 

14th Annual Women’s Retreat:  The women of St. Lucas, Kewaskum, WI invite you to join us for our 14th 

Annual Women’s Retreat, Here Am I Send Me. 

This retreat will be held at St. Lucas Lutheran School, 1410 Parkview Drive, Kewaskum, in Hoenecke Hll on 

Saturday, February 24th, 2018 with registration starting at 8:30am and the retreat concluding at 2:30pm.  A non-

refundable registration fee of $17.00 includes lunch and presentations. This is a one-day retreat filled with 

speakers, worship and fun. 

Speakers for this retreat will include; Pastor Robert Fleischmann, Pastor Tim Flunker, and Naomi Schmidt. 

A printable brochure with registration form is available on our website www.stlucaswels.org.  Please call Lynn 

Garvey at 262-626-4749 with questions.  Register early, reservations are limited.  Registrations are due 

February 14th.  The retreat begins with refreshments at 8:30am.  Please bring a friend. 

 

 LUTHER PREPARATORY SCHOOL  
Part-time Janitor  
Luther Preparatory School is seeking a female part-time janitor to assist with the cleaning of the girls’ dorm, girls’ locker 
room, auditorium, and other areas as assigned. Interested candidates should contact the LPS Business Office to obtain an 
application for employment.  
Job Description: Clean assigned buildings on a daily basis, including common areas, individual rooms, and restrooms 
according to established procedures. Participate in comprehensive cleaning activities during school breaks. Report items 
needing repair or maintenance as observed during daily duties. Assist with set-up for worship services, concerts, plays, 
and other events and activities as needed. Assist with the supervision of student cleaners and summer workers.  
Qualifications: Previous janitorial experience is helpful. Able to work as part of a team and take direction. Demonstrated 
work ethic and ability to work independently. Capable of lifting up to 25 pounds on a regular basis.  
Start Date: As soon as possible  
Schedule: During school year and summer: 30 hours per week, Monday-Friday, 6:00am - noon.  
Starting Pay: $13-14 per hour depending on experience  
Benefits: Paid time off, pension, life insurance, medical insurance (WELS VEBA plan at employee’s expense)  
For more information, contact:  

James Waack, Business Manager, Phone: 920-262-8108, E-mail: waackjf@lps.wels.net 

tel:(920)%20674-6868
http://www.stlucaswels.org/
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As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.  Proverbs 27:17 

Ironmen of God Wisconsin 

Several hundred men from all over southern Wisconsin gather each year to hear God’s Word aimed 

right at them! 

Hear Pastors Jordan Ertl, Aaron Strong, Karl Walther and staff minister Dan Schoeffel remind us 

of our God-given roles as "Ironmen of God”. 

Enjoy a delicious catered lunch and fellowship with your brothers in Christ! 

The Fifth Annual Ironmen of God is being held at St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Ixonia, WI from 

9 am to 2 pm on March 24, 2018. Registration fee only $30! 

Space is limited! Registration: www.ironmenofgodwi.org 

http://www.ironmenofgodwi.org/
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February Greeters 

Early Service 

1st Sunday of the Month 

1.  Bob & Mary Rist 

2.  Aaron & Teresa Zuelke 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

1.  Betty Schultz 

2.  Bob & Karen Bischoff 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

1.  Dave & Connie Meister 

2.  Paul & Sharon Schmidt 

4th Sunday of the Month 

1.  Bonnie Sell 

2.  John & Samantha Hoffman and 

family 

 

February Greeters 

Late Service 

1st Sunday of the Month 

1.  Eric & Michelle Bruni 

2.  Gary & Jen Thiel 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

1.  Rob & Amy Feller 

2.  Lance & Shayna Vick 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

1.  Elaine Cox & Geraldine Bischoff 

2.  Marty & Bev Weinheimer 

4th Sunday of the Month 

1.  Delores Gentz 

2.  Russ & Barb Ridge 

Altar Committee 

for February 
Laura Maertz 

Shannon Schmidt 

St. John’s Volunteers for February 

Snow Shoveling Captains 
 
1/22 thru 2/4 Nate Zank 
2/5 thru 2/18 Chris Redecker 
2/19 Thru 2/25 Ryan Justmann 
2/26 thru 3/4  Pat Buhr 
3/5 thru 3/11 Mark Ockerlander/Ryan Justmann 
3/12 thru 3/18 Nate Zank 
3/19 thru 3/25 Chris Redecker 
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February is Heart Disease 

Awareness Month 

Heart disease is the number one cause of death for 

both men and women in the United States. It is an 

equal opportunity killer which claims approximately 

1 million lives annually. 

You can make healthy changes to lower your risk of developing heart disease. Controlling and preventing risk 

factors is also important for people who already have heart disease. To lower your risk: 

Choose a Heart Healthy Lifestyle… 

1. Engage in regular moderate aerobic exercise for at least 30 minutes five days a week or more vigorous 

workouts at least 20 minutes three times a week. (See your physician before starting any exercise 

program.) 

2. Adopt a diet low in salt, saturated and transfats and high in unsaturated fats (fish, avocado, etc.) like the 

Mediterranean Diet. 

3. Maintain a normal body weight with caloric adjustment. 

4. Take fish oil supplements. 

5. Avoid smoking and recreational drug use. 

6. Imbibe no more than ½ to 1 alcoholic beverage per day. 

Uncontrolled high blood pressure is a leading cause of heart disease. High blood pressure often shows no signs 

or symptoms, which is why having your blood pressure checked regularly is important. It's easy to get your 

blood pressure checked. St. John’s Nurse Parish Ministry holds a FREE Blood Pressure Clinic every 3rd 

Sunday between services.  

 

Know and review your risk factors with a trusted physician. Your physician may recommend medications to 

control cholesterol, hypertension and diabetes. For more information visit the American Heart Association 

website at www.heart.org 

Faith and Fitness 

Join us on Wednesday evenings (moves to Monday nights during Lent) from 6:00-6:45pm for a fun and 

energizing workout at Faith and Fitness. We begin with a short devotion and then go into the workout – 

appropriate for all levels of fitness. We meet at the school gym (if the gym is being used for school 

activities we meet in the lower level of the church). Wear comfortable workout clothes and shoes. Bring 

your friends along for some fellowship and fitness – members and non-members of St. John’s welcome! 

FREE to all! 

Parish Nurse Bulletin Board 

Look in the narthex for the new parish nurse bulletin board! Here will you find a schedule of health related 

events at St. John’s, as well as monthly health information and recipes for the taking.  

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  ~ Psalm 139:14 
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St. John’s Lutheran School 

402 S. Main St. 
Juneau, WI 53039 
Richard E. Cody, Principal 
rcody@stjohnsjuneau.org  
School Phone 386-4644 
February, 2018 
 

“By Faith Alone” 
“The righteous shall live by faith.”  Romans 1:17b 

Board of Education News  
 Sunday School continues to go well.  We would like to remind and welcome all to attend the Sunday School 

classes.  Sunday School is open to children in PK-3 through Grade Six. 

 Youth Group and Pioneers have had no recent activity. 

 Early Childhood Ministry meetings are progressing.  The committee is now moving into “phase two” – collecting 
information to assist us in determining the feasibility of developing this ministry, available locations, and other 
logistics.  We have recently completed some surveys and still collecting more data. 

 The Board of Education began the review of the Family Fee, Registration Fee, our fee structure as a whole, and 
the number of teachers at our school at the request of the Trustees from the November Church Council 
meeting. 

 Tentative start date for next school year was established as August 22, 2018. 

 Distributed St. John’s Student Assistance Funds to those who applied in the January meeting. 

 Reviewed progress on the work being done on the heating unit in Mrs. Noldan’s room and beginning to put 
together the list for the summer projects. 

 Reviewed the CEF accounts and took some action to renew the accounts that were coming to maturity. 

 Discussed the shortage of storage for the school and how to address it. 
 

Some Important Information – 
 Please continue to save General Mills Box Tops, Kwik Trip milk caps / tops, and aluminum cans for school – the 

can corral has been moved to behind the school. 

 Mr. Andrew Willems from Lakeside Lutheran High School visited our school as part of the Lakeside Federation 
Technology Visit Program.  Mr. Willems shared his observations and thoughts after visiting our classrooms and 
with Mr. Bob Paplham.  This information has been forwarded to the Board of Education and is being studied by 
the Faculty’s Technology Committee. 

 Second Quarter of the School Year concluded on Friday, January 12 (46 days of school).  Report Cards were sent 
home on Friday, January 19.  Parent – Teacher Consultations were held on January 23 and 25 for grades K-8. 

 National Geographic’s Geography Bee for our school will be on Monday, January 29.  The students that have 
advanced to the School Competition are Abigail Tolkinen (4th Grade), Wade Winter (4th), Abel Brandt (5th), 
Michel Krebs (5th), Erin Schmidt (6th), John Shramek (6th), Laura Giroux (7th), Rebecca Eggebrecht (7th), Ella Brandt 
(8th), and Brandon Steger (8th). 

 PTS meeting will be on Tuesday, January 30. 

 Achievement testing for phase two will be coming up at the start of February. 

 Faculty will be attending the Western Wisconsin District’s Teachers’ Conference in Tomah, WI on February 15 
and 16. 

 Preschool Marking Period ends on February 13 and 14.  Parent / Teacher Conferences will be on February 22 and 
27. 

 Please check the school calendar for the events that will be taking place during the month of February.  May the 
Lord be with you and your family as we begin the Lenten Season and review our Savior’s Passion History. 
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Organ Fund Giving Over the Years 

2003?-2008 - $12,450 

2009  - $2,334 

2010 - $2,505 

2011 - $1,948 

2012 - $2,074 

2013 - $1,969 

2014 - $2,429 

2015 - $3,341 

2016 -$6,355 

2017 - $45,626.75 

2018 - $30,000 

Total - $111,031 

 

Psalm 98  

A psalm. 1 Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and 

his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 2 The LORD has made his salvation known and 

revealed his righteousness to the nations. 3 He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to 

Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 4 Shout for joy to the LORD, 

all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; 5 make music to the LORD with the harp, with 

the harp and the sound of singing, 6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— shout for 

joy before the LORD, the King. 7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who 

live in it. 8 Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; 9 let them 

sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness 

and the peoples with equity.  

  

Historic contract signing for St. John’s, Juneau 

new Rodgers Infinity 361 organ on January 08, 

2018. Church President Royce Cox and Steve 

Smith of S.B. Smith & Associates, Inc. 

The new organ is expected by Easter 2018!  

St. John’s will have a special dedication 

service for the new organ once it is installed.  

More information will be coming soon.   

To God Be The Glory! 
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February Birthday Wishes! 
2/02 Carol Buelter 
 Jacob Zimmerman 
2/03 Dominic Borchardt 
 Jillian Krueger 
 Helen Wolter 
 Nelda Wyss 
2/05 Christian Schall 
2/06 Brad Peil 
 Jeff Pitzlin 
2/08 Gina Gentz 
 Willow Hill 
 John Pitzlin Jr. 
2/09 Lois Livens 
 Lacetyn White 
2/10 Zachary Ebert 
 Bob Jordan 
 Nick Kintopp 
 Shirley Krause 
2/11 Joan Klug 
2/12 Kayla Behring 
 Ralph Kaul 
 Chris Kjornes 
 Erin Shramek 
 Tyler Stensaas 
 Everleigh Stensaas 
2/14 Cameron Feller 
 Jodi Foch 
 Braxton Mankske 
2/15 Derek Antholt 
 Haley Leissring 
 Paul Lepple 
 John McLAin 
 Hunter Payton 
2/16 Dorothy Klug 
 Matthew Meister 

 Koda Stanton 
 Anna Tolkinen 
 Barb Zank 
2/17 John Berndt 
 Casey Schilling 
2/18 Jeff Greenwald 
 Maddy Weisensel 
2/18 Ross Winter 
2/19 Brandon Behring 
 Kristi Bruni 
 Kaitlin Etter 
2/20 Evelyn Leetch 
 Shirley Nehls 
 Jamie Niemuth 
2/21 Danielle Dorman 
 Kerry De Briones 
2/22 Matt Lober 
 Chris Redecker 
2/23 Brady Jensen 
 Daxtyn White 
2/24 Sheryl Budde 
 Christopher Lienke 
 Tim Sharkey 
 Nick Tolkinen 
2/25 Elaine Bening 
 Taylor Feller 
 Janae Jensen 
2/26 Dawn Saeger 
2/27 Jason Roy 
 Erin Schaalma 
 Arletta Selchert 
 Aaron Zuehlke 
2/28 Rosie Brieman 
 Ray Buss 
 Art Mittelstadt 
 Joy Schliewe 
2/29 Pam Panetti 
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Happy Anniversary to those couples celebrating February Anniversaries 
 

2/02/1980 Dan & Phyllis Wegener 

2/12/2011 Jorge & Kerry De Briones 

2/14/1959 Bob & Jan Henken 

2/14/1991 Ben & Patti Kollath 

2/14/1998 Ron & Michelle Preskar 

2/21/2015 Aaron & Teresa Zuehlke 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Memorials 

Name     Amount    Fund 
Bonnie Meger   $15.00    Organ 
Joan Jones    $25.00    Organ 
Dorothy Hargrave  $20.00    Organ 
Dennis Druecke   $360.00    Organ 
      $40.00    Debt 
      $310.00    General 
Arthur Krapfl   $10.00    General 
Stan Schroeder   $15.00    General 
David Mallow   $15.00    General 
 

      Gifts 
A gift was given for the Organ in memory of Clarence and Leah Gildemeister. 
A gift was given for the Organ from Ed & Lorraine Hammann on the occasion of 
Lorraine's 90th birthday. 
A gift for Worship Bulletins was given from Sheryl Budde in memory of her 
husband, Denis Budde's birthday, December 16. 
 

      Sacred Acts 
Baptisms 
Dayton Michael Konrath Whitrock - January 7, 2018 
Christopher Silas Lienke - January 7, 2018 
Annon James Yenter - January 7, 2018 
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