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MARCH MEETING
Our March meeting will be on Tuesday the 24 th., 7:00pm at Overton
Highschool. We have several demonstrations planned. As always, if you
have a trick you wish to demonstrate then bring what you need and get in
line. Bring some examples of your latest work for the Instant Gallery.

MARCH 1992 NEWSLETTER

DEMONSTRATION: Paul Pitts gave a great
treatise on spindle turning at our February
meeting! Paul started out by showing how
he blends a square piece into a cylinder.
This would be a common job for legs for a
table or chair where a square side is needed
to join the rails or skirts on a piece. He first
rough turns the cylinder up to where the
shoulder begins. If there is a certain style
that he wants to make or duplicate, he
makes a pattern which can be traced onto
the flat sides of the turning on the side
which turns towards the front of the lathe.
With the lathe running, the lines can be
seen as a silhoute on the piece and act as
guides to cut to. He typically cuts these with
a shallow gouge which has been ground to
a very shallow angle. On those areas which
are going to be turned, Paul rough turns the
entire area to the maximum diameterusing
his finger sliding along the front of the tool
rest as a guide. For long straight lines, he

finds that a block plane is easier to control
than a skew. The idea is to take an
inexpensive block plane which is
non-adjustable and chop most of the front
off of the plane body. Only about 3/4" is
left in front of the throat of the plane. The
blade is ground with a slight curve . This
curve is sharper at the edges so that the
plane won't dig into the wood in use. The
plane is used just like a skew, with the plane
body controlling the depth of cut and also
providing a guide to produce a straight or
tapered cylinder. Another tool which Paul
finds indispensable, is a round nosed
scraper. This tool is ground with a very
shallow angle and functions like a cross
between a skew and a gouge. It works great
for finish cuts on coves, balls, finials, just
about any detail work. One of the tricks that
Paul has developed to cut very clean
shoulders when going from a square to a
round is to use a diamond parting tool. This

tool is ground with very small grooves on
the ground flats at the point of the tool.
These form miniature spurs at the tip which
allows very clean cuts with little or no
tearout or spintering!! The difference in cut
between a parting tool ground normally and
one like Paul's is pretty amazing!! Paul has
a bag full of tricks when it comes to turning
quickly and easily. One of the common
problems that we all face is making the
finish cuts on a ball. Trying to start the cut
is always the most hazardous as the skew
has a tendency to hop around and go
backwards out of control if your not careful.
Paul makes this easier by making a small
"V" cut in the middle of the ball. This gives
the skew something to register against and
takes some of the risk out of the cut. When
approaching this cut, visualize that the ball
is a cylinder and start the skew as if it was,
using the heel of the tool. The main point
which Paul stressed is that the skew is
basically a carving tool and must be used
with the cut going with the grain of the
wood.One of the common problems that
Paul runs into in spindle turning is making
cuts where two curves meet at a high angle
and therefore very close together. This is a
very deep "V" cut where there is very little
room for the tool. The easiest way that he
has found is to use a very thin 1/16" parting
tool which is stopped just where the two
curves meet the side of the parting tool. The
cut is then finished with a skew.Finally,
Paul noted that the first thing that you do
before you start turning is to pick the
straightest grain for those parts which have
to be turned and leave the non-uniform grain
for those areas which won't be turned. This
makes spindle turning much easier and also
produces the strongest finished part. Thanks
Paul for a super demo!! It was great seeing
you turn! Those of us who tried some of
these techniques with your help really
learned some great skills. We might even
buy a skew one of these days and stop

trying to turn spindles with our bowl
gouges!! G.A.R.
CLUB NOTES:
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: As most of
you know, we have a new slate of officers.
Back in December 1991, the nominating
committee started reviewing our membership
and began the process of selecting who we
thought would make a good team of officers
for our club. Although there were a number
of turners who could make a significant
contribution to our club, our selections had
to be what we thought was the best
combination of attitude, enthusiasm,
availability, and skills. With these criteria in
mind, the nominating committee presented
our choices to the membership at our
monthly meeting in January. The candidates
were voted in unanimously and all of the
nominated candidates accepted . Our new
slate of officers are:
Charles Alvis
President,
Todd Bowen
Vice-President,
Pete Schutz
Secretary,
James Hadden
Treasurer.
We wish to welcome our new officers
and know that all of them will do an
outstanding job in representing the TAW.
Finally, we wish to thank John Jordan and
Jack Hoos for the great job they 've done
as officers in the club since its inception in
1988.G.A.J?.
QUESTIONAIRE: We have compiled
some of the results from the questionaire
which we handed out in December, 1991.
The results concerning what night the
monthly meeting should be held on consisted
of eight members who didn't care; three
members who wanted it to stay on the fourth
tuesday of the month; and three members
who wanted it changed. The fourth tuesday
of the month IT IS! From the results it was
also decided that the majority felt that we

should not have a monthly meeting at
Overton Highschool during the months of
June, July, and August. We will have a
half day turning session at the Appalachian
Center for Crafts on a Saturday in June with
the exact date to be decided in the future.
Since our Annual Woodtuming Symposium
will be held in August, we are only missing
the month of July, which works out pretty
well! Finally, many resp>ondents stated that
we needed more hands-on turning at our
meetings. Those of you that attended our
February meeting and had the chance to
work on the lathe with Paul Pitts' guidance,
know that the officers of TAW are listening!
G.A.R.
MEETEVG PLACE: At the present time,
the Overton Highschool shop is still
available as our monthly meeting place.
However, TAW has been informed that the
woodworking shops will no longer be in the
highschool curriculum. It doesn't take a
genius to figure out that the school system
can't afford to let this space sit idle.
.Sometime in the future, we will probably no
longer have this facility available for our use
and we will be forced to look elsewhere.
Any suggestions will be welcome. Let's
keep our eyes open for another facility
which will meet our needs! G.A.R.
ANNUAL WOODTURNING
SYMPOSIUM:
Plans for our next
symposium are coming along quite well. We
have committments from David Elsworth
and Stony Lamar and are persuing others as
demonstrators. As in the past, this has all
the makings for a great woodtuming
experience. Keep the weekend of August the
15th open as you won't want to miss this
one! G.A.R.
INSTANT GALLERY: We had one of our
best showings at our February meeting.
James Hadden brought in a great cherry

bowl. This is one of the few pieces that
we've seen from James and as well as it
turned out he should have pieces here every
month! Pete Schutz brought in a matched
pair of candle holders which turned out
great! Charles Alvis had a knockout vase in
red maple and Margaret Flatt brought in two
bowls in curly maple. These were the first
pieces that she has shown off and it's easy
to tell that she's been practicing quite a bit.
Great work, Margaret! Finally, Larry
Loiseau must have had a lot of spare time
on his hands. He brought in a whole box of
recent turnings. Let's see - - - bowls in
mesquite, osage orange, and honey locust;
goblets in dogwood, bradford pear, and
cherry; and the "primo" piece, a vase in
spalted hackberry!! Larry keeps improving
every month. If he stays this prolific, he'll
have to add onto his house pretty soon just
for storing his turnings!! G.A.R.
We've added a new twist to our "Instant
Gallery". Anyone who brings in a piece to
show at our monthly meetings has a chance
to win a prize. This month, our prize was
a three piece turning set which was won by
Larry Loiseau. He just barely had enough
room to squeeze it into the box with all of
his turnings. Congratulations, Larry!
G.A.R.
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