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Help your school grounds
reach their full potential.
As the weather improves, days get
longer and schools start to think about
letting their children get off the
playground during breaks, teachers
often start to think that this year they
should make more of an effort to reap
the benefits of outdoor learning.
Many schools, who have already
started to reap these benefits, have
raised funds over the winter period and
have been able to continue to develop
their school grounds for outdoor
learning. We have spent the last few
months felling trees, renovating ponds
and put in infrastructure such as
outdoor classrooms, welly stores, paths
and log circles.

Some schools have visionary Head
teachers who have managed to raise
funds (for example from Tesco bags
money) to create outstanding outdoor

learning areas and they now want some
outdoor learning CPD for their staff in
order to support them in making the
best use of these areas for learning.
Other schools wish to increase the
confidence of their staff in delivering
learning outside of the classroom and
instead opt to have sessions delivered
by us in their school grounds. These
sessions can be tailor-made to meet the
learning objectives of the children and
topics covered in the school at the time.
Alternatively, they can be linked to the
wider development of the school
grounds for outdoor learning. By
encouraging the whole school
community (parents, staff and children)
to get involved in the creation of
learning area, they engage with these
areas and are then more likely to
become involved with their use and
maintenance.
At Christian Malford C of E School in
Wiltshire, parents stayed behind after
Sports Day one summer and spent the
afternoon working with us, staff and
children to clear an overgrown pond,
erect a polytunnel and put in raised
beds. We then went back at a later
date to deliver outdoor learning
sessions in these revitalised areas.

If you would like support developing your
school grounds for outdoor learning, delivering
sessions in your school grounds or outdoor
learning CPD for your staff, then please get in
touch with Chrissie@learning-with-nature.org.

Free Forest School
Sessions
Learning With Nature often comes in
contact with people who are
undergoing their Level 3 Forest School
Leader training but who are not
attached to any school or pre-school
setting. As part of the Level 3 training
you have to teach a series of 6 Forest
School sessions to a group of children.
Some people do not have an existing
relationship with a local school to offer
them free Forest School sessions in
exchange for the experience they need.
If your school or pre-school might be
interested in offering the opportunity to
work with your children in exchange for
free Forest School sessions, then please
get in touch with me at
chrissie@learning-with-nature.org.

Many schools visiting Westonbirt
Arboretum, as well as having a
learning programme, like to have
some free time for their children to
explore the arboretum. As well as the
Tree Top Walkway and Seasonal
Trails, from February 2017 there will
be a new Gruffalo Spotters trail and
an exciting augmented reality app.

The trail is open from the 20th
February 2017. It is aimed at younger
children, but the whole family can
enjoy following clues and collecting
evidence. Download the app before
you visit. Along the trail look out for
clues which lead to footprint marker
posts - point the app at these and
watch Mouse, Fox, Owl, Snake and
the Gruffalo appear before your eyes!
The trail starts at the end of the Tree
Top Walkway and it is about 1km in
length.

We already have someone looking for a
school at which to deliver Forest School
sessions so please get in touch.

Activity kits, containing an evidence
collection bag, 5 fact and activity
cards, stickers of the Gruffalo
characters, a special magnifying
glass, ruler and a pencil, will be
available from the Welcome Building
for £3.

Working in partnership with

For more information visit the
Westonbirt Arboretum website:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt

Teachers' Forum
One of the issues raised by teachers
attending the GEEP 'Green Light' event
at Gloucester University, was the need
for teachers promoting outdoor
learning in their setting to have contact
with likeminded teachers in other
settings. Some councils, for example
Worcestershire County Council, provide
outdoor learning support for teachers.
However, due to council cut backs
many councils have had to withdraw
similar support.
Teachers started swapping contact
details in order to start to create an
outdoor learning network. We have
invited them to join the Teachers'
Forum we have been setting up. We
hope to have our first meeting/CPD
session this Spring.
If you would be willing to meet once a
year at Westonbirt Arboretum, in order
to share ideas and advice in exchange
for free outdoor learning CPD, then
please get in touch with
chrissie@learning-with-nature.org..

T: 07920 065803
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GEEP Event
The Gloucestershire Environmental Education Partnership (GEEP), is a group of
organisations offering support to schools and other educational groups in the
field of sustainability education. Learning With Nature is one of 11
organisations that use their expertise and resources to offer support to schools
in all aspects of this sustainability work.
On Thursday 9th February,
GEEP held their 'Green
Light: Exploring
sustainability in schools
and its impact on learning'
event at The Growth Hub
at the University of
Gloucestershire. Over 60
teachers signed up for the
event, where 8 GEEP
members, including
Learning With Nature,
talked about a range of
related topics from
'Healthy Living and
Learning accreditation
offered by Gloucestershire council, to ideas for outdoor learning and why
outdoor learning should be an integral part of education. There was time
before and after for networking and the chance to ask questions.
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