Weekend of March 18
&19, 2017
3nd Sunday of Lent

Mass Schedule
Barona:
Daily Rosary and Mass: Wednesday through Friday.
Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass at 8:00 AM.
Weekends: Saturday, 5:00 PM, Sunday 8:00 AM.
Confessions: Saturday, 3:30 – 4:30 PM
Adoration: 1st Thurs. of the month (6:00 PM) and 1st Fri.
of the month (8:00 AM).
Viejas:
Weekends: Sunday, 10:00 AM.
Confessions: By appointment.
Sycuan:
Weekends: Sunday, Noon.
Confessions: By appointment

Gilbert Rodriguez, Tom Hyde, Elijah Diaz (Bear), Carol
Lane, Father Ron Hebert, Donna Berardi, Anita Curo, Sue
Kierig, Bob & Colleen Crowden, Ro Harrison, Martha
Boone, A. J. Samot, Angela Samot, Lourdes Adoron,
Donna Berardi, Maria Teresa Sloan, Virginia House, Jake
Calhoun & Family, Gutierrez Family, Santos Family,
Betty Peleo, Floreste Artlluga Family, Balegut Family
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.

Mass Intentions – March 19, 2017
Weekend Masses:
Sunday, 8:00 AM
Sunday, 10:00 AM
Sunday, Noon

Mel and Buddy Curo
Deacon Giles Schmitt
Community of Sycuan

Upcoming Events

March 19, 20, & 21: “The Sacred Journey of Lent.”
Barona Club House, 6:30 PM. Explore the depths of
the Lenten Sunday Readings. Let them open the
profound meaning of the Easter Mysteries. We will
pray, celebrate and rejoice. On Tuesday, March 21,
after a short presentation, we will have a
reconciliation service at 7:00 PM.
Honoring Deacon Clarke: We honor him for his 42
years of dedicated ministry with the Native
Americans in the Diocese of San Diego. He has
served the Jamul, Campo, La Posta, Manzanita,
Sycuan, Viejas, and Barona reservations. All are
welcome to join us on Sunday, March 26, Kateri Hall,
1:00 PM on the Viejas Reservation. Bring your
favorite dish for this potluck.

Sessions on Prayer
This course will be on the many types of prayer, such
as scriptural, meditation, contemplation, centering,
and formal. Mindfulness,
a style of meditation
that has been sweeping the nation, has one of its
origins in Catholic spirituality. Come see which style
of prayer best suits you. There will be 6 sessions,
beginning on Wednesday, February 15. We will not
meet on Ash Wednesday. The last session will be on
March 29. Place: Ed Nolan’s office, 6:30 PM.
Stations of the Cross
Viejas 5:00 PM Tuesdays
Barona 6:00 PM Fridays
Parish Lenten Retreat
March 19, 20, & 21: “The Scared Journey of Lent”
Barona Club House – 6:30 P

Father’s salary is due for those who make
payments yearly or twice a year. For those
who give monthly, please continue. Thank
you!

LITANY OF ST. JOSEPH
St. Joseph, pray for us.
Renowned offspring of David, pray for us.
Spouse of the Mother of God, pray for us.
Foster father of the Son of God, pray for us.
Mirror of patience, pray for us.
Lover of poverty, pray for us.
Model of artisans, pray for us.
Patron of the dying, pray for us.
Protector of Holy Church, pray for us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.(3 X)
God, in your infinite wisdom and love you chose
Joseph to be the husband of Mary, the mother of your
Son. May we have the help of his prayers in heaven
and enjoy his protection of earth. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
A JESUIT philosopher says that “man is, by nature,
thirsty or hungry.” But in his thirst or hunger, man
turns to material things in order to quench his thirst or
satisfy his hunger. Sadly, there will never be
quenching or satisfaction because it would simply
turn into a vicious circle. This will only end when one
finds God who can ultimately quench our thirst.
The theme of the readings is today thirst and the
quenching of thirst by drinking water. The First
Reading recalls that moment in which the Israelites
were crying out for water while they were leaving
Egypt. They complained to Moses as if he was going
to kill them, their children and their livestock. Moses
was in dilemma, but Yahweh instructed him to strike
the rock in Horeb with his staff, and the water would
flow. And it did.
In the gospel, we heard the encounter and
conversation of Jesus with a woman from Samaria.
Jesus was exhausted due to a long walk under the
sun’s heat, and he asked for water from a woman He
should not talk to, because she was a Samaritan.
During the conversation, we find that the woman and
Jesus were not on the same plane. While the woman
thought of water at the well (physical), Jesus talked
about living water, so, he was on a spiritual plane. But
then things had become clearer as the conversation
went on. In fact, the woman rightly surmised that
Jesus is the Christ that the Samaritans also expected.
Let us take some of the points of their discussions and
let us reflect on them.

First, Jesus says to the woman, “Everyone who drinks
this water will be thirsty again.” Yes, most of us
think that material things would quench our thirst, but
it does not. The quenching is simply temporary, and
after a while, we will be thirsty again. In affluent
countries, we would notice that people are fond of
buying things even if they do not need them. As a
result, their houses become disordered, and a wide
garbage. The Jesuit philosopher I mentioned above
was right. If we only turn to material things, we will
never be quenched from our thirst.
Second, Jesus continues to say, “Whoever drinks the
water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall
give will become in him a spring of water welling up
to eternal life.” So, the water that Jesus gives is the
saving love of God poured into our hearts which gives
us life and peace. Jesus gives us the living water of
salvation. This ultimately quenches our thirst. The
living water of salvation is no less than Christ. This
can be illustrated by the famous words of St.
Augustine who said, “My heart, O God, is restless
until it rests unto Thee.” Before his conversion,
Augustine was known to be a sinful person, a person
full of vices. These may have quenched his thirst for
things, but he felt it was simply temporary. Thus, his
heart became restless. But the restlessness
disappeared as he found God in his life.
Third, related to the feeling of thirst is hunger. The
disciples of Jesus were looking for food. And when
they came back, they offered food to the hungry
Jesus. The response of Jesus was, “I have food to eat
which you do not know” which lead to a confusion
among his disciples. He further said, “My food is to
do the will of the one who sent me and to finish his
work.” Food, like water, is a basic need. We cannot
live without it. When Jesus said that His food is to do
the will of God, He suggests that He cannot live
without obedience to the will of the Father. This is
also something which we should reflect. Obedience
or following God and His laws should also be our
food that enriches us.
Lastly, when the woman proclaimed the good news
and her encounter with Jesus, the Samaritans also
came to meet him. Afterward, they told the Samaritan
woman, “We no longer believed because of your
word, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know
that this is truly the savior of the world.” In our
journey of faith, we tend to rely on the testimonies of
others, which may be valid. But it is also expected
that we ourselves should have our own or personal
encounter with Christ. Two words are used here: hear
and know. It is good that we have also heard for

ourselves the God whom we believe, through reading
the Bible, and we have known our God through
constant prayer and reflections. While we grow older,
we must also grow in our knowledge of Christ.

