Discipleship Thought of the Month
This Advent we look to the Wise Men to teach us where to focus our attention. We set our sights on things above, where
God is. We draw closer to Jesus... When our Advent journey ends, and we reach the place where Jesus resides in
Bethlehem, may we, like the Wise Men, fall on our knees and adore him as our true and only King."--Mark Zimmermann

Ashe Baptist Association

"I heard the bells on Christmas Day Their old, familiar carols play, and wild and sweet The word repeat Of peace
on earth, good-will to men!"
-- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (Christmas Bells)
"Off to one side sits a group of shepherds. They sit silently on the floor, perhaps perplexed, perhaps in awe, no doubt in
amazement. Their night watch had been interrupted by an explosion of light from heaven and a symphony of angels.
God goes to those who have time to hear him"-- and so on this cloudless night he went to simple shepherds."
-- Max Lucado. . . . Anon-
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017 & 2018
December

21-27 ABA / ARC offices closed for Christmas vacation
25
Christmas Day

January 2018
1
2
4
22
28

ABA /ARC offices closed for New Year’s Day
Ashe Really Cares Quarterly Meeting at ABA Office 7:00 PM
Executive Committee meets at Old Fields Baptist Church 7:00 PM
National Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
NC Baptist Men’s Day

December 2017
January 2018
Bald Mountain
Beaver Creek
Big Flatts
Big Laurel
Blue Ridge
Bristol
Buffalo
Calvary
Christian Unity
Clifton
Cristo el Salvador
Faith Fellowship
Farmers Memorial
Fletcher Memorial
Friendly Grove
Friendship
God’s Will Missionary
Grassy Creek
Happy Trails Cowboy
Healing Springs
Laurel Knob
Liberty Grove
Little Helton
Midway
Mission Home
Mount Olive
New River
North Beaver
Oak Hill
Obids
Old Fields
Orion
Peak Valley
Phoenix
Pilot Mountain
Pine Swamp
Pleasant Home
Pleasant Valley
Riverview
Round Knob
Trinity
Tuckerdale
Wagoner
Warrensville
Welcome Home

Preacher David’s Corner

Rev. David Blackburn, Director of Missions

Christmas Comes Early ??????????or does it??????????
Halloween is over and Christmas Season begins. What happened to
Thanksgiving? I know Christmas is very important but how soon do we
begin to celebrate? At the Blackburn house it begins on Saturday after
Thanksgiving. We could and should celebrate Christmas every day of the year. Our Saviors birth
is very important but so even more is his Resurrection! God’s plans are always best. He knows
what we need . It bothers me that Christmas has become a money making project and not so
much about the Bible. To take a day or week off from work to celebrate Christmas is very
special . The emphasis is right where it should be on Jesus! The month of December is when we
celebrate Christmas in a big way not November or October. The world need to know that
Christmas is for everyone one, every nationally, every denomination, big or small , rich or poor,
educated or uneducated. The world needs the true meaning of Christmas. Having an impact in
December is perfect for Christians to share the love of Jesus. "Should Christians celebrate
Christmas?" or, "How should a Christian celebrate Christmas?" These are questions of concern
for many sincere believers. In fact, many believers dislike the season and have refused to
celebrate it at all. A number of reasons are given, and while I might agree with some of their
concerns and some of the reasons offered against the observance of Christmas, I would not
necessarily agree with their conclusions. Everywhere we go during the season, the signs of
Christmas are there with all their glitter, tinsel, lights, greenery, cards, festivities, carols, bells,
Santas, manger scenes, angels, trees and presents--and the push by Madison Avenue and the
gimmicks of the retailers. The Christmas season either makes or breaks many businesses. Should
we play the part of Scrooge and say, "bah humbug!"? Colossians 2:16 and 17 in no way forbids
believers from commemorating something such as the birth of Christ if it is done out of love,
devotion, and the joy the season gives when used as a way of focusing on the Savior and not as a
religious duty. The issue is not the observance, but the reason, the attitudes and the spirit in
which it is done. Furthermore, I believe there is scriptural precedent for commemorating and
remembering the birth of Christ. This is in keeping with the events that occurred around the time
of Christ's birth. Does Christmas come early for you ? Celebrate Christmas and share what
Christmas is all about with folks in need. Support the local church and celebrate with them.
Enjoy, enjoy, enjoy ,just don't do it too early!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year,
,Your Servant , David
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Souper Bowl Sunday for Ashe Really Cares
Valentine’s Day
President’s Day

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 AM—4:00 PM, Monday—Friday
Location: 204 Beaver Creek School Rd. West Jefferson, NC
Mailing Address: PO Box 850 Jefferson, NC 28640
Phone: 336-846-5631 Website: www.ashebaptist.org

ASSOCIATIONAL / ASHE REALLY CARES STAFF




Mrs. Trish Church, Ministry Assistant, phone: 336-846-5631, email: ashebaptist@yahoo.com
Mrs. Pat Miller, Ashe Really Cares Director, phone: 336-846-5234, email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com
Ms. Mattie Latham & Mrs. Sheila Miller, Ashe Really Cares Assistants, phone: 336-846-5234

~ December Birthdays ~
* Happy Birthday *

Ashe Really Cares
336-846-5234

Email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com

1—Mrs. Mary Graybeal
7—Mrs. Lesia Goodman
12—Ms. Eva Miller
14—Rev. David Brooks
15—Mrs. Denise Woodie
23—Rev. Carl Witherspoon
25—Mrs. Martha Vestal
30—Rev. Wade Huntsinger

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Psalm 95: 6-7
O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel
before the Lord our maker. For he is our God; and we
are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his
hand.
Let us worship God and thank him for each day He
gives and each blessing He bestows. As God provides
the items that are needed at the ARC we give Him
praise. There is much more to the ARC than one might
expect. From kitchen items, blankets, sheets, pots, pans
and even down to a pair of much needed shoes. We even
get walkers, canes and furniture. We don't take large
items like refrigerators, stoves or couches to store at the
ARC but we keep a list of people and their needs and
then we connect people over the phone and they go out
and pick the items up.
Last month we served 191 families which touched 485
individuals. We had 11 new families to come in needing
assistance. We also had a lot of families to come in
needing clothing. We also helped four homeless folks
needing a variety of things. Thank you for helping the
ARC have items on hand. Some things we don't get
much of is deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste and
toothbrushes. If you would like to help it would be
appreciated. (The trial or motel bottles work great also)
As we celebrate the Holidays some items that are
needed are canned yams, stuffing mixes, canned gravy
or gravy mixes and the small one pound can hams.
These items will help families so they can have a
Thanksgiving or Christmas meal.
As our year is ending we want to thank each church and
individual that has helped the ARC share God's love to
our hurting community. As we hug and love on people
we are helping them feel God's arms of love around
them. To some this may be a feeling they have never
experienced and because you care others may come to
know Christ.
Keep smiling, keep loving and keep sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ to the hurting world around you.
Many thanks go your way from a very grateful servant.
Have a Blessed Holiday Season and a very Merry
Christmas!
Ashe Really Cares
Pat Miller, Director
"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy; for, behold, your reward is great in
heaven."

~ December Wedding Anniversaries~

5—Rev. & Mrs. Carl Witherspoon
6—Rev. & Mrs. Garrett Mahaffey
16—Rev. & Mrs. Larry Powers (50th)
16—Bill & Jean Burkett
28—Rev. & Mrs. Lawrence Goodman
31—Rev. & Mrs. Russell Hart

We would love to share your church events, new ministries
or other church happenings in the next newsletter.
 The deadline for submitting articles is the 20th of each
month.
 We email all announcements we receive to the Jefferson
Post & Mountain Times by 12:00 noon each Tuesday.
 We announce on the radio (WKSK, 580AM) with the Ashe
Baptist Associational News every Saturday morning at 9:10.
 We also post announcements on the Ashe Baptist website at
www.ashebaptist.org
You may call or fax us your church announcements to
846-5631 or email them to domdblackburn@gmail.com or
ashebaptist@yahoo.com

~ January Birthdays ~

1—Ms. Lillin Miller
5—Ms. Mattie Latham
6—Rev. Kevin York
8—Larry Powers
12—Rev. & Mrs. Steve Allen
13—Rev. Keith Elledge
18—Rev. Mike Trivette
25—Mrs. Ann Farmer
28—Rev. & Mrs. Billy Norris

~ January Wedding Anniversaries~

Ashe Really Cares
Committee

will be meeting on Tuesday,
January 2, 2018
at the Ashe Baptist Association
Conference Room at 7:00 PM.
All committee members are
urged to attend. It is open to the
public.
The Ashe Baptist Association Executive
Committee will be meeting on Thursday,
January 4, 2018 at the Old Fields Baptist Church
at 7:00 PM. All committee members and pastors are
urged to attend. It is open to the public.

17—Rev. & Mrs. Keith Woodie
20—Rev. & Mrs. Johnny Huffman
30—David & Myra Phillips

Good Soil Ministry

Good Soil Ministry welcomes the Three
Forks, Mitchell, and Yancey Baptist
Associations as drop-off points. As we come
to the end of another quarter, we remind
everyone to collect their new and used
Christian literature and bring it to the drop-off
point near you. We thank each of you for the
response we have received and we wish each of you a very
Merry Christmas and a blessed 2018!

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. John 14:27

We wish you a Merry Christmas and very Happy New Year! Our Ashe Faith Health looks
forward to working with you in the New year! Great plans await us for “2018”.
We are accepting donations to help our patients, if you would like to give a charitable gift in memory of
honor of someone please make checks payable to Ashe Baptist Association earmarked for Ashe Faith Health.
You can mail them to:
Ashe Faith Health
PO Box 850
Jefferson, NC 28640

I look forward to sharing more of our 2018 plans with you next month.
Diane Dixon, Faith Health Connector

January 22, 2018 is
Sanctity of Human
Life Sunday
Midway Baptist Church
Invites you to join them on Christmas Eve for a
Candlelight service at 7:00 PM
Pastor Steve LeaShomb and the congregation
welcome you to this special celebration of our
Savior’s birth.
Friendship Baptist Church
invites you come celebrate
the birth of Christ with them on
Sunday, December 24th, there will be a
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion and
Worship Service at 9:00 pm. Pastor Russell and
the congregation at Friendship invite you to come
and enjoy a time of worship and reflection on the
true meaning of Christmas.
Bald Mountain Baptist Church
invites you to join them for
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 9:00 PM
Pastor John Elledge and the congregation
welcome you to come and celebrate the birth of
Christ.
Mission Home Baptist Church
Invites you to Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service at 9:00 PM followed by finger foods and
fellowship. Pastor Lawrence Goodman and
congregation welcome you.
SAVE THE DATE..April 28 or May 5, 2018

A one day missions blitz in North Carolina. Churches statewide are challenged to designate either date as
a day to help meet the needs in their community.

OPERATION INASMUCH

Please remember our
Churches without pastors
Christian Unity Baptist Church at 326 East
Main Street Jefferson will present Circle of
Love on Friday, December 22 at 7:00 pm with
refreshments to follow, and on Sunday,
December 24 at 11 am. Pastor Michael Carter
and congregation invite you to come and enjoy
the program. For further information call Pastor
Carter at 336-246-7907.
Mission Home Baptist Church will present an
Adult Christmas Cantata followed by a special
Christmas message by the Pastor on Sunday,
December 24th at the 11:00 worship service.
Pastor Lawrence Goodman and the
congregation welcome you.
Warrensville Baptist Church will honor Christ
and proclaim His death and resurrection through
Communion at the 10:00 AM worship service
on Sunday, December 24th. Pastor Wade
Huntsinger and the congregation welcomes you.

Baptist Men’s Day is January 28, 2018.
The 4th Sunday of January each year is
designated as Baptist Men’s Day.
Churches use this day to remind their entire
congregation of the importance of Baptist Men’s
Ministry within the church, community and
around the world. It that date is not convenient
plan another day to make it happen! I hope the
church you attend will take time for
Baptist Men’s Day!

NC BAPTIST FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS WILL
BE OPEN SOON!

The NC Baptist Foundation has three educational scholarships available for Baptist
students: The Luther H. Butler Scholarship, The Bullard Family Scholarship and The
Martha Watson Scholarship. Applications for these scholarships are online, and are
open as of January 1, 2018 and will remain open until the close of
business on February 15, 2018. Go to www.ncbaptistfoundation.org/scholarships.aspx
For more information contact Allen Schuyler, NCBF Western Area Manager at 919-459-1678



Cristo el Salvador Hispanic Baptist
 Bristol Baptist Church

Science can tell us amazing facts
about life—what it’s made of, how
biological systems work together,
and what people are like before
birth. For instance….
 Your heart will beat more than
3.2 billion times over your lifetime.
 It began beating when you
were 3 weeks and 1 day old.
 Before you were born, your
heart beat approximately 54
million times!
While science can only speculate
on life’s origin, the Bible is
definitive:
 God the Father “has life in
Himself.”
 “The Spirit gives life.”
 Jesus is “the life.”
He is, after all, “the living God.” All
life—eternal and physical—is from
Him and of Him. We celebrate life
in all it’s forms because it is His
gift.
When we respect the sanctity of
another person’s life—especially
someone who is small, weak, despised, or under attack—we mirror
His holiness and His compassion
for people. We bring glory to Him!
If you would like more information
on the Sanctity of Human Life Sunday or would like a speaker from
Ashe Pregnancy Care Center to
speak at your church, please call
336 846-4100
Cite Source: https://
www.lifemattersww.org/Events SanctityofHumanLifeSunday.aspx

Thank you Ashe County for helping 985 Children in Ashe County have a brighter Christmas
Pictured below are some of Santa’s helpers from various church groups, organizations, corporations and
individuals. This is truly a project that brings the community together for a common goal of bringing joy to
children and their families at Christmas.

The Ashe County Children’s Christmas Project 2017 Distribution Day

Christmas Blessings
The Appalachian Senior Program—Project
Star—helped 21 of Ashe Really Cares senior
adult neighbors have a brighter Christmas
this year. Through Project Star these 21
Senior adults received food, personal items
and some of theme even received assistance
on their heating bill. A HUGE thank you to
Tammy Taylor and the folks at Appalachian
Senior Program!

Tammy Taylor & Staff present Pat Miller, ARC Director
with gifts for ARC neighbors

Distribution Day is the crowning point of a year’s worth of planning and working together to accomplish a
endeavor of providing Christmas gifts for almost 1,000 children in Ashe County. Thank you to everyone for the
donation of gifts, supplies, food, time & money. May God bless each child with a wonderful Christmas morning,

Mrs. Linda Blackburn will begin facilitating a new
Ladies Bible Study on January 11th at 11:30 am in the
Association Office Conference Room.
This study is a very different Bible study than we have
done as it is a different format.
A New Bible Study from Best-Selling Author Beth Moore
There Is No Quest Without Questions
The crooked punctuation mark at the end of a sentence
speaks of curiosity, interest, and perhaps doubt. A question
is an invitation to vulnerability, to intimacy. The Bible
does not shy away from such an invite. Over and over we
see the people of God asking questions of their Creator.
We also see the God of the universe asking questions of
His creation.
The Quest is a challenge to accept the invitation. In this six
-week excursion with Jesus, Beth Moore uses questions
from Scripture to lead you into intimacy with the One who
knows you best. Learn to dig into the Word, to respond to
the questions of God, and to bring your questions before
Him. Let the crooked punctuation mark be the map that
points you into a closer relationship with the Father.
Learn to pray to promote intimacy with God.
Explore questions and responses from the Bible.
Track your quest by journaling along the way.
Learn to read and respond to Scripture.
Ladies we will meet each Thursday at 11:30 for
approximately 1 hour, if you are seeking to draw closer
to the Lord we hope you will join us!
If you would like to join the Bible Study give Trish a
call at the Office to reserve your book today!
336-846-5631.

The Associational Office and Ashe Really Cares Staff want to
wish each of you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
May the joy and peace that comes from the Lord be
yours today and always!
Love in Christ,
David, Pat, Trish, Mattie & Shelia

November and December is extra busy in the Associational office especially with our
involvement in the Ashe County Children's Christmas Project. We want to send a
SPECIAL THANK YOU to Ms. Linda Richardson of the Warrensville Baptist Church
for volunteering in the Associational Office. She is so generous with her time in
answering the phone and making sure the office is available for your use while David &
I are running back and forth to Family Central. Thank you Linda for faithfully serving
the Lord through your Association and your church!

Director of Mission David Blackburn and wife Linda were blessed to be able to attend Thanksgiving
fellowship and meal with Orion Baptist Church. It was a great time of catching up with old friends and
making new ones. Great food always makes for a wonderful time too! Thank you Orion Baptist Church and
Pastor Steve Allen for the invitation!

Great cooks = delicious foods

Ministers and their wives along with Church Staff & families enjoyed a relaxing
evening on December 8th at the Annual Christmas Dinner.

Special thanks to Ashe County Ford (Jeff & Amy Dollar) for sponsoring, to Friendship Baptist Church for
hosting and providing a beautiful place to eat, to Smokey Mtn. BBQ for catering and Andy Griffith &
Richard Duncan for singing. Thank you to everyone for attending and celebrating our Savior’s birth.

Mr. Ed Jenkins & Mrs. Linda
Blackburn
Enjoying music before the meal

Andy Griffith & Richard Duncan of Midway
Baptist Church sang beautiful Christmas music

12 Day of Christmas

Day 1: A partridge in a pear tree (our Lord Jesus
Christ)
Day 2: Two turtledoves (the Old and New
Testaments)
Day 3: Three French hens (faith, hope and love)
Day 4: Four calling birds (the gospels—Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John)
Day 5: Five golden rings (the first five books of
the Old Testament, which describes the Fall of
man and the love of God in sending a Savior)
Day 6: Six geese a-laying (the six days of
creation)
Day 7: Seven swans a-swimming: the gifts of the
Holy Spirit: prophecy, serving, teaching,
exhortation, contribution, leadership & mercy)
Day 8: Eight maids a-milking (the eight
Beatitudes)
Day 9: Nine ladies dancing (the nine fruit of the
Spirit)
Day 10: Ten lords a-leaping (the Ten
Commandments)
Day 11: Eleven pipers piping (the eleven faithful
apostles)
Day 12: Twelve drummers drumming (the twelve
points of faith in the Apostles` Creed)
The Twelve Days of Christmas was written some
time in the 1700s to explain the faith to young
Catholics. The “True love” mentioned in the song
is not an earthly lover, but Jesus Christ Himself.
He is the One giving all the good gifts!

90 plus Ministers, Wives, Church staff & family attended the Christmas Dinner

Pastor Russel Hart and wife, Jennifer were
wonderful host for the dinner—thank you!

Rev. Billy Norris is the new pastor of
Big Flatts Baptist Church

Rev. & Mrs. Darrell Poole of Wagoner
Baptist Church

