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Children and Hearing Loss
DID YOU

KNOW?
Approximately
12% of all
children ages
6-19 have
noise-induced
hearing loss.
Noise-induced
hearing loss is
permanent
and is almost
always
preventable!

Hearing loss in children is considered one
of the most common birth defects in
births. The Ontario newborn hearing-screening program is designed to
ensure all children born with a hearing
loss receive proper aural rehabilitation.
However, the newborn screening does
not catch all children with hearing loss
and childhood hearing loss can easily go
undetected if acquired during the toddler
years. A hearing loss that is acquired by
toddlers and young children is often a
conductive loss and usually impacts the
middle ear, which may be treatable with
medical intervention.
The leading cause of a conductive hearing
loss is Otitis Media. Otitis Media is
mately 75 percent of children by age 1.
The short and horizontal nature of the
Eustachian tube makes children more
prone to Otitis Media and negative
middle ear pressure. In the United States,
1 in 15 children will have pressure equalizing (PE) tubes by the age of 3. PE tubes are
the most common surgery for children.

In Canada, regular middle ear dysfunction
over the course of several months associating loss tends to determine the insertion of
PE tubes. The Canadian Academy of Audiology recommends a hearing assessment
as soon as there is any concern with hearing. A hearing assessment should include
Pure Tone Audiometry, Tympanometry
and Otoacoustic Emissions.

What are signs of hearing loss in children?
A lack of speech development or a regression in speech development is the most
common sign. The child may also have
their ears hurt or speak loudly. Children
with undetected hearing struggle academically, behaviourally and socially
when compared to their normal hearing
or hearing aid wearing peers. A child
should have a hearing test completed to
evaluate the degree and type of hearing
loss. A thorough hearing assessment
along with proper education on hearing
health can help ensure children have the
resources they require for good hearing
and ear protection.
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It is well recognized that hearing is critical to speech and language development,

population.

begun, the less serious the ultimate impact.

1. It causes delay in the development of receptive and expressive communication skills
(speech and language).
achievement.
4. It may have an impact on vocational choices.
What Can Be Done
services early may be able to develop language (spoken and/or signed) on a par with
their hearing peers. If a hearing loss is detected in a child, early family-centered
intervention is recommended to promote language (speech and/or signed depending
on family choices) and cognitive development. An audiologist will evaluate the child
and suggest the most appropriate aural rehabilitation program.

