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Joyce Beutler-2nd
Julie Skrypnyk-8th
Barbara Schwind-18th
Joyce Kufalk-20th
Melonnie Hartl-30th

Everything’s Coming Up Green
Even though today is back on the cool side, I sure
enjoyed the brief time of the 60’s, almost 70. The
snow is finally gone; (I hope for good) and I’m
seeing crocus and daffodils starting to sprout – a
sure sign of spring. Nature seems to be waking up
after the long winter.
I love spring; to me it symbolizes a new beginning
and hope for the future. I look for the buds on the
trees and the early flowering shrubs i.e., forsythia
and the fragrant lilac. Hyacinths are so fragrant
and the lilies stand so proud.
Since I’m writing this on St. Patrick’s Day, I was
thinking of four leaf clovers and came across this
little tidbit to share:
The first literary reference to draw on the tradition
of four leaf clovers as good-luck charms seems to
have been made in 1620. In that year, according to
the University of Illinois, Sir John Melton wrote,
"If a man walking in the fields find any four-leaved
grass, he shall in a small while after find some
good thing."
May the luck of the Irish be with you throughout
this growing season.
Your president,
Cheryl Hoke

Come find out how to, "Shine the light
on depression”. Penny Tate will show
us how sunflowers can help give hope
to those who are fighting depression.

General meeting-6th
United Methodist Church Hall
Earth Day-22nd
Arbor Day 24th
Spring Clean-up 25th Mini-Park

Annette Lubkeman, Hostess
Melonnie Hartl, Nancy Zitkus, Judy
Miscichowski

National Garden Clubs INC, Central Region, Garden Clubs of Illinois District IX
President-Cheryl Hoke , Vice President-Melonnie Hartl , Secretary Barb Gollwitzer, Treasurer-Nancy Zitkus
Printed 9 times a year with 50 copies. The Dirt is mailed/emailed to members. Our Website: antiochgardenclub.org.
Also available at the Antioch Public Library District, Horvat Nursery, S&S Nursery and the Antioch Chamber of Commerce

Annual Fundraiser Plant Sale Heads-Up!
Our annual Perennial Sale will be held on Sat, May
16th at the protected Williams Park pavilion, 741
Main St Antioch (behind the library, near the train
depot) from 10am -1pm.

Your donations of time, baked goods, established
perennials, annuals, and garden-related items/decor
will be needed for this to be a successful fundraiser.
I realize that most of us can’t think past all that white stuff covering our flower beds,
however seed - starting and houseplant divisions can take place soon. Please think
about what you can contribute.
A volunteer is needed to organize the Bake Sale tables
We need a volunteer or two to place Sale posters in Antioch business storefronts
I’ll be bringing pots with trays & craftstix (for you to label your plants) to future
meetings. However, please remember to save your pots from season to season.
A sign-up sheet will be passed around at the next 3 meetings on which you can
write down the type of perennial you might bring. I can then make-up a horticulture I D with photo.
We always have fun and learn more about horticulture during this event.
Mark your calendars, tell your friends and save your purchasing dollars for our
Club’s fundraiser on Sat, May 16th. Thanks, in advance, to all those that make my
job easier and proud to be part of such a hard-working bunch!
Cindy Cartner

chrysalis40@att.net

847.395.8902
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Please join me for two garden events in May. I have attended
both events in years past. They are very enjoyable.
LILCIA PARK, Lombard, Ill.
4 acres displaying over 400 varieties of lilacs. Too many tulips
to count!
Tuesday, May 12th, 2015. Leave my house at 8:30 am.
HOSTA FEST, Walworth, Wisconsin

4 rolling acres, mulched pathways displaying over 400 hosta varieties. At least
175 hosta varieties for sale from starter plants to full sized.
Saturday, May 30th, 2015. Leave my house at 8:30am.
For more information contact Linda Cerwin.
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Antioch Garden Club
General Meeting Minutes
3/02/2014
WELCOME: Melonnie Har tl, Vice-President

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND GARDEN CLUB PLEDGE
SPEAKER OF THE MONTH: Lor i Dupont, flor al designer with Flor al Acr es in Antioch,
demonstrates how to make topiaries with sedums (succulents).
BUSINESS MEETING:
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The secr etar y’s r epor t for the December 1, 2014 gener al meeting
was published in The Garden Dirt. No additions or changes, filed.
TREASURER’S REPORT: The tr easur er ’s r epor t dated Nov. 15 2014-January 15 2015 was
emailed to members with additional copies available. No additions or changes, filed.
CORRESPONDENCE: None
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
PROGRAMS: Apr il will be Gar dens of Hope, shines the light on depr ession, a foundation that
sponsors planting of sunflowers. Penny Tate will be the speaker. May will be about rock gardens.
MEMBERSHIP: Dee Obr ochta is in need of a member to go with her 3/21/15 to the Chicago
Flower & Garden Show as a volunteer.
25 members (including 1 new member)
1 guest
26 in attendance.
PUBLICTY: Cynthia Stepanek – Nothing to report.
Website, Chong Li – Updates & encourages members to submit photos for use on web.

Cheryl Tapia – Nothing to report, is looking for someone to learn how to do the newsletter.
Facebook, Barb Gollwitzer – Nothing to report.
YEARBOOK: Cher yl Tapia – Nothing to report.
HOSPITALITY: Hostesses: Colette Monahan, Cindy Car tner ,
Joyce Kufalk & Nancy Billsborrow.
Annette Lubkeman, Melonnie Hartl, Judy Miscichowski & Nancy Zitkus are hostesses for April
Linda Fox & Lynn Zienty will take over as hostesses in the fall. A sign-up sheet for hospitality was
passed around for next year.

SPECIAL PROJECTS: Nothing to r epor t on 20th anniversary. Craft show items are a work in progress, approximately 6 are finished, 6 more in the works. Needs volunteers to man the booth, will be
ready to hang; either inside or outside.
PHILANTHROPY: J oanne Dugenske – Nothing to report.
SCHOLARSHIP-EDUCATION GRANT: Alise Gaughan – Nothing to report.
HISTORIAN: Betty Collins – Not present.
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CONSERVATION HORTICULTURE: Kar en Coulter , spr ing cleanup is Satur day Apr il 25th,
meet at Mini Park at 9:AM. Bring gardening tools, gloves and 1 large waste bag. Watering schedule
will be available at the next general meeting.
WAYS AND MEANS: Plant Sale: Cindy Car tner – Saturday, May 16, 2015. Poster is ready and
will be distributed around town, she needs 2 volunteers; Lynn Z, volunteered. Cindy needs someone
to coordinate the bake sale, organize, price and place on tables. The showcase in library will be utilized, a slide show will loop on flat screen TV behind circulation desk. Be thinking about what you
will be donating. Donors may need to purchase potting soil to fill up the pots. The person who's birthday is closest to tonight's date will receive the centerpiece at the table.
NOMINATING: J udy Miscichowski/J ayna Legg/Chong Li/J oanne Dugenske – Will be meeting
and in the process of contacting all members.
BY-LAWS: Nancy Zitkus, J oanne Dugenske - - Nothing to report.
TRAVEL AGENT: J udy Miscichowski - Nothing to report.
Dee Obrochta said the Chicago Botanical Garden is running Orchid Show now and there is room for 2
more to go with them. Carolyn Yoakem announced that the Art in Bloom @ Art Museum in Milwaukee is ongoing this month.
AWARDS: Nothing to r epor t.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
DISTRICT IX - The Mount Prospect & South Barrington Garden Clubs are pleased to host the Garden Clubs of Illinois District IX, Thirty-Sixth Annual Meeting and Luncheon, “Spring is in Bloom,”
on March 10, 2015. The meeting will be at The Cotillion, 360 S. Creekside Dr. (Rtes. 14 & 53) in
Palatine, IL 60074. Floral program presented by: Eileen Weber, AAF, and John Looby, AAF, Lake
Forest Flowers.
GARDEN CLUBS OF IL – Nothing to report.
NATIONAL GARDEN CLUB – Noting to report.
OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS: Ther e will be an AGC Boar d meeting on Monday, 3/16/15 at 6:30 pm at the
Antioch Public library.
Donna Shupe, Assistant Principal at Grass Lake School discussed their upcoming project of building a
greenhouse of recycled 2 liter bottles.
QUESTION BOX: None
RAFFLE: Winner s wer e announced.
NEXT MEETING: Monday Mar ch 2nd, 2015

Meeting adjourned at 8:33PM.

Respectfully submitted by,

Barbara E Gollwitzer, Secretary
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BIRD’S EYE
VIEW
I recently attended the District IX Annual Meeting and Luncheon with Dee Obrochta,
Barb Gollwitzer, and Joanne Dugenske. The food
was great and the floral program by Eileen Looby
Weber and John Looby from Lake Forest Flowers
was spectacular. I am always amazed at how
quickly they can put together an arrangement all
the while talking to an audience.
What struck me most about the meeting
was the poem they used to describe the new
officers. Each person was compared to a fruit or
vegetable with different qualities.
I like to think of our members in comparison to flowers. For example; some people are
always cheerful and happy like a sunflower in the
sun. There are some people who are shy like the
violets but you’ll find they are sweet once you
get to know them. When I think of some people
they remind me of a thistle, a bit prickly but
tough and ready to sink their roots deep into the
soil. Daisy people are carefree and charming and
may need a little guidance to stay on task but
willing to help.
Even though we are all like different flowers; when we work together for a common goal,
it is like a beautiful bouquet.
Cheryl Tapia



When a handful of soil remains in a tight moist ball after
it is squeezed, the soil is too wet to work; if it can be
crumbled like chocolate cake, it is ready.



Plant early potatoes, lettuce, radishes and turnips
through mid April.





Prune yews in late March to early April.



Plant indoors: cucumber, eggplant, melon, pepper,
squash, tomato.



Begin to remove mulch in careful stages, while watching
the weather for hard freezing temperatures.







Seed bare patches in the lawn.




Prune raspberries.



Divide perennials as ground thaws, except peony (divide
in September), iris (divide in July and August) and poppy.
Use fast-germinating radish seeds to mark rows of slower
seeds.



In late April, begin to harden off broccoli and beet seedlings.



Clean and fill birdbath.

Repair trellises, arbors, gates, walls and other structures.
Plant outdoors: peas, asparagus, mustard, onion sets,
spinach, rhubarb, cabbage, carrots, chard, kohlrabi, parsnips, beets, cauliflower, endive, Jerusalem Artichoke,
pansies, violets, snapdragons, alyssum, Shirley and Iceland poppies, phlox, forget-me-nots. Thin seedlings
when 1” -2” high.

Plant trees and shrubs.
Test soil PH.
Repot houseplants as needed.
Transplant raspberries, roses, day lilies and lily-of –thevalley.
Begin gladiolus sets. Continue at 2 week intervals
through July.

Annuals for Every Purpose: Choose the Right Plants for Your Conditions,
Your Garden and Your Taste. –Larry Hodgson
Annuals are very much back in style after the decades-long perennial revolution. You see annuals in every
garden, with the old-fashioned flowers still among the most popular. With new varieties being launched every
year and older ones (many dating back more than four or five years) disappearing just as quickly, gardeners
need help sorting them out. Author Larry Hodgson tells you what to look for among the numerous new introductions: greater adaptability to growing conditions, longer period of bloom, improved insect and disease
resistance, and more--everything, in fact, that you need to know to make growing annuals both simple and
fun. You'll discover:
How to cut back tired annuals, like sweet alyssum, to get them to rebloom even more intensely than before. How to save money
by taking cuttings of so-called "designer" annuals, using one plant to create many. All about overwintering numerous "annuals"
that are really tropical perennials. Which cool-loving annuals you can sow in the fall so they can sprout when the conditions are
perfect the following spring. Simple tricks that make designing with annuals a snap. And much, much more! You'll find annual
gardening has never been easier--or more exciting--than when you have Annuals for Every Purpose as a handy reference.
Amazon.com
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