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Growlers are Back at Castle Danger Brewery
By: Katee Rose

Got a Growler? You can now fill ‘er up at Castle Danger
Brewery in Two Harbors. (photo submitted by Jamie MacFarland)

Castle Danger Brewery, located in Two Harbors, MN,
has been brewing for the last
11 years here on the North
Shore. When they first started
in 2011, there were only 25
breweries in the state of Minnesota. Today, there are close
to 200 statewide. On a national level, back in 2011
there were 4,000 breweries.
Now there are 9,000 breweries across the nation. “The
industry has really taken off
and that's because people
love craft beer,” says Jamie
MacFarlane, CFO of the
business.
What started out as a passion for brewing at home,
experimenting with different
flavors and ingredients,
turned into a 700 sq foot
building in Castle Danger in
March of 2011. The business
was located at the site for a
few years, but quickly outgrew the space and expanded
to the current Two Harbors

Lake County's new assistive voting
devices ready for election

The technology meets ADA requirements, but can be used by any voter
who chooses. (Photo courtesy of SeaChange Print Innovations.)
New Minnesota-made assistive marking devices will be in place for all precincts by the
time Lake County's residents head to the polls,
Tuesday, August 9.
The federal government requires devices that
meet Americans with Disabilities Act requirements - including the OmniBallot tablets purchased by Lake County - to be in polling places
with more than 500 registered voters during
township elections, and all polling places during state and federal elections.
While ADA accessible, the devices are available to any voter who wishes to use it. Voters
simply place their paper ballot into the attached
printer and make their selection(s) on the tablet. Once the voter reviews their ballot and
selects “Accept” on the device's screen, the
printer marks the ballot, which is then ready
to go into the ballot counter.
The OmniBallot tablet will be set up to ensure privacy when voting. Using the tablet
allow voters to zoom in or out (making text
larger or smaller), use headphones to listen to
voting instructions and lists of candidates for
each office on the ballot, adjust the speed at
which the speaker is talking, select a white

screen with black lettering or a white screen
with black lettering, or use Braille to aid them
in making their selections. When applicable,
voters can also add write-in candidates by using the touchscreen keyboard.
The system ensures that the voter doesn't
choose more candidates per race than permitted, that the ballot is legible, and in primary
races, that they vote only within their selected
party. The tablet does not access the internet,
nor does it calculate vote totals.
The OmniBallot tablets will replace the
Automark devices purchased in 2006 that are
years beyond their lifespan. The OmniBallot
tablet and printer is about a third the weight
of its predecessor, making it much easier to
transport.
A machine will be available for public display weekdays from Friday, June 10 to Monday, August 8 at the Lake County Courthouse,
Auditor's Office, 601 3rd Ave., Two Harbors.
For more information, please contact the
Lake County Elections Office at (218) 8348473 or LakeCo.Elections@co.lake.mn.us

location. The taproom was built in 2014 and
aided the brewery in going from a 3 barrel
system to now a 30 barrel system. The new
facility had 10,000 sq feet to house equipment
and taproom. They Increased their annual production from 1,500 barrels in 2014 to 14,800
barrels in 2017. The current taproom now includes a 40 person private rental room, a patio with a deck, and has gone from 10 taplines
to 22.
Breweries in the state of Minnesota are only
allowed to sell beer “to go” in two different
size containers. A 64 oz container, known as
the growler, or 750 ml bottles/can. A law was
put in place restricting breweries that produced
more than 20,000 barrels of beer in a year.
Meaning they would lose their off sale license.
This was the case with Castle Danger. Castle
Danger Brewery lost the ability to sell off-sale
(growlers and crowlers) from the Taproom on
October 1, 2019. The business sold 475 growlers on that last day.
“What other business or industry out there
is punished for being successful? You're allowed to do something and once you get to an
arbitrary number you're not allowed to anymore,” says MacFarlane. She says it doesn't
affect the wholesalers and the liquor stores
because they are only allowed to sell so much
a year in those containers. There is a built- in
cap so that breweries cannot become liquor
stores.
Castle Danger Brewery has been fighting
with the legislature to try and get that rule
changed so that all breweries in MN can sell
beers to go. Out of all 9,000 breweries in the
entire United States, there were only 5 breweries that couldn't sell beer to go, and those 5
breweries were in Minnesota. The staff at
Castle Danger was both advocating and educating law makers the last several years about
why it is important to the business, but also
the customers. “I don't think there was a day
that went by where someone didn't come in
asking for a growler,” says MacFarlane.
“Craft beer has become so popular. The reason we wanted growlers back is because it was
a big part of our tap room experience, ya know
people come in and they expect to be able to
take beer to go. It was incredibly difficult to
try and explain to people why they couldn't
take beer to go with the liquor laws in place.”
Well, it worked! After 975 days, the
brewery's off sale license was approved by the
State of Minnesota and growlers are back at
Castle Danger Brewery! Castle Danger
couldn't be more excited for the upcoming
summer of sharing their extensive selection
of handcrafted beers. It took years of hard work
at the Capitol to #FreeTheGrowler, but finally,
beer lovers can fill up old growlers or buy new
ones at the Castle Danger Brewery taproom.
This is the first brewery that was previously
above the growler cap that is selling them
again.
They have all of their year round beers available in a growler, but also two kinds that you
cannot get in cans at the liquor stores. There
is sea salt and lime lager, and #free the growler
hefe available now!
Be sure to stop in and have a true taste of
the North Shore. The taproom is open Sunday
- Thursday 12 PM - 9 PM and Friday - Saturday 12 PM - 10 PM.
Food trucks are also coming back! Every
weekend Fridays thru Sundays, and Wednesdays visitors can enjoy local homemade food
paired with homemade beer right on the shore
of Lake Superior. For more information you
can visit the website at https://
www.castledangerbrewery.com.
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