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Tips To Help You Prepare For Winter!  
 
Some helpful tips to prepare your home for winter from Bob Vila.  Give your 
home a once-over and tend to winter preparation tasks and repairs before the 
yearôs first frost. Getting the exterior of the home ready for the cold winds, snow 
and ice is critical for keeping Old Man Winter out and keeping it warm and toasty 
inside!  By being proactive, youôll lower your energy bills, increase the efficiency 
and lifespan of your homeôs components, and make your property safer. 
 
Windows and Doors 
 

¶ Check all the weather-stripping around windows and doorframes for leaks to 
prevent heat loss. Replace weather-stripping, if necessary. 

¶ Replace all screen doors with storm doors. 

¶ Replace all window screens with storm windows. 

¶ Examine wooden window frames for signs of rot or decay. Repair or replace 
framing to maintain structural integrity. 

¶ Check for drafts around windows and doors. Caulk inside and out, where 
necessary, to keep heat from escaping. 

¶ Inspect windows for cracks, broken glass, or gaps. Repair or replace, if need-
ed. 

  
Lawn, Garden, and Deck 
 

¶ Trim overgrown branches back from the house and electrical wires to prevent 
iced-over or wind-swept branches from causing property damage or a power 
problem. 

¶ Aerate the lawn, reseed, and apply a winterizing fertilizer to promote deep-
root growth come spring. 

¶ Ensure rain or snow drains away from the house to avoid foundation prob-
lems. The dirt grade ð around the exterior of your home ð should slope 
away from the house. Add extra dirt to low areas, as necessary. 

¶ Clean and dry patio furniture. Cover with a heavy tarp or store inside a shed 
or garage to protect it from the elements. 

¶ Clean soil from planters. Bring pots made of clay or other fragile materials 
indoors. Because terra cotta pots can swell and crack, lay them on their 
sides in a wood carton. 

¶ Dig up flower bulbs, brush off soil, and label. Store bulbs in a bag or box with 
peat moss in a cool, dry place for spring replanting. 

¶ Remove any attached hoses and store them away for the winter to prevent 
cracks, preserve their shapes, and prolong their life. Wrap outside faucets 
with covers to prevent water damage. 

¶ Shut off exterior faucets. Drain water from outdoor pipes, valves, and sprin-
kler heads to protect against pipe bursts. 

¶ Inspect decks for splintering, decay, or insect damage and treat, if needed, to 
prevent further deterioration over the winter. 

¶ Clean leaves, dirt, and pine needles between the boards of wooden decks to 
thwart mold and mildew growth. 

¶ Inspect outdoor lighting around the property. Good illumination will help mini-
mize the chance of accidents on icy walkways at night. 

¶ Check handrails on exterior stairs to make sure theyôre well secured. 
 
(Continued On Page 2) 
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Have You ñLikedò Our Page?  For 
FREE Reports, Tips and Advice.  
Hereôs the link to my page: 
www.facebook.com/

MarylandRealEstateProfessionals/ 
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https://www.facebook.com/MarylandRealEstateProfessionals/


 

 

Are you confused about your 
healthcare options? 

   
Contact my friend -  
Laura Glochner  
443-653-5350, 

laura.glochner@ushaadvisor.com 
 

Laura is a licensed agent and can 
talk to you about your       options, 
how to find affordable benefits and 
she can help you custom tailor your  

coverage to fit your needs  
and your budget.   

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com 

Are Your Curious About What 
Your Home Might Sell For?     

 
Request A FREE CMA To See 
What Your Home Should Sell 

For! 
If youôre curious about what your 
home might sell for?  Find out for 
FREE with a home valuation!  Weôll 
compare your home to other 

homes in the area that have sold, 
to help you get a determination of 
what your home might sell for!  Itôs 
FREE, Itôs EASY, Itôs ACCURATE 
and it can be yours today! 

Free Quick Over the net Home 
Evaluation 

www.MDHomesValue.com 
 

Be sure and "like" us at 
https://www.facebook.com/

MarylandRealEstateProfessionals 

Bob Vilaôs Tips For Preparing Your Home For Winter (Continued From Page 1) 
 
Tools and Machinery 

¶ Bring all seasonal tools inside and spray them with a coating of lightweight 
oil to prevent rust. 

¶ Weatherize your lawn mower by cleaning off mud, leaves, grass, debris. 

¶ Move your snow blower and shovels to the front of the garage or shed for 
easy access. 

¶ Prepare the snow blower for the first snowfall by changing the oil and     
replacing the spark plug. 

¶ Sharpen ice chopper and inspect snow shovels to make sure theyôre ready 
for another season of work. 

¶ Make sure you have an ample supply of ice melt or sand on hand for steps, 
walkways, and the driveway. 

  
Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning 

¶ Inspect the firebox and flue system to ensure that theyôre clean of any soot 
or creosote and that there arenôt any cracks or voids that could cause a fire 
hazard. 

¶ Check fireplace for drafts. If itôs cold despite the damper being closed, the 
damper itself may be warped, worn, or rusted. Consider installing a      
Chimney Balloon into the flue to air seal the area tightly. 

¶ Clean or replace the air filter in your furnace for maximum efficiency and 
improved indoor air quality. 

¶ Clean your whole house humidifier and replace the evaporator pad. 

¶ Bleed valves on any hot-water radiators to increase heating efficiency by 
releasing air that may be trapped inside. 

¶ Check that smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors are in working 
order. 

¶ Remove air conditioners from windows or cover them with insulated liners, 
to prevent drafts. 

¶ If you have an older thermostat, replace it with a programmable unit to save 
on heating costs. 

¶ Install foam-insulating sheets behind outlets and switch plates on exterior 
walls to reduce outside airflow. 

¶ Make sure fans are switched to the reverse or clockwise position, which will 
blow warm air down to the floor for enhanced energy efficiency and comfort. 

¶ Flush a hot water heater tank to remove sediment, and check the pressure 
relief valve to make sure itôs in proper working order. 

¶ Examine exposed ducts in the attic, basement, and crawl spaces, and use 
a sealant to plug up any leaks. 

  
 
Gutters, Roof, and Drains 

¶ Check for missing, damaged or warped shingles and replace, as necessary 
before you get stuck with a leak. 

¶ Check for deteriorated flashing at the chimney, walls, and skylights and 
around vent pipes. Seal joints where water could penetrate, using roofing 
cement and a caulking gun. 

¶ Check the gutters and downspouts for proper fastening, and re-secure if 
loose or sagging. The weight of snow and ice can pull gutters off the house. 

¶ Clean gutters of any debris. Make sure downspouts extend away from the 
house by at least 5 feet to prevent flooding of the foundation and water 
damage from snowmelt. 

¶ Clean leaves and debris from courtyard and pool storm drains to prevent 
blockages. 

¶ Ensure all vents and openings are covered to prevent insects, birds, and 
rodents from getting inside to nest in a warm place. 

 
Congratulations!  Youôre officially ready for winter! 

Quotes: 
 

ñTo handle yourself, use your 
head; to handle others,  
use your heart.ò 
Donald A. Laird  

 
ñInstruction does much, but     

encouragement does everything.ò  
Johann von Goethe  

 
ñWe donôt know who we are until 
we see what we can do.ò  

Martha Grimes  

mailto:laura.glochner@ushaadvisor.com
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MDREPros Hot List For September 2017 

 

Small Town Living At Itôs Best.  Close 
To Ocean City, Cambridge!  Newly Re-
modeled, This Home As Good As New!  

Be Sure And Stop On BUY 

Hurlock 

http://www.MDREpros.com


FINANCIAL FOCUS 

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat Tiahrt, 

Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859.  mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com  

Are You a  
ñHardworkingò Investor?  

   Last week, we observe Labor Day, a  
celebration of the American worker. You work hard your whole life 
with the hope that your efforts will ultimately allow you to achieve 
your financial goals, such as a comfortable retirement. But for that 
to happen, you may need to apply some of the lessons of the 
workplace to your efforts as an investor.  
 So, what are these lessons? Here are a few to consider:  
¶ Be consistent. The most successful workers are the ones who 
show up, day after day, and strive to overcome the inevitable 
obstacles that crop up. As an investor, you, too, need to be 
consistent in your habits ï which means you should keep in-
vesting in all types of markets. If you take a ñtime outò every 
time the market drops, you might end up missing opportunities 
when the next rally begins. Å 

¶  Be flexible. When good workers see that something is not go-
ing well, they change what theyôre doing. And when you invest, 
you also may need to make adjustments. If an investment has 
consistently underperformed, or if you have too many others 
very similar to it, or if it just doesnôt meet your needs anymore, 
you may be better off by selling it and using the proceeds to 
invest elsewhere. This doesnôt mean you should constantly be 
buying and selling ð in fact, youôll likely be better off by pur-
chasing quality investments and holding them for the long 
term. But you need to be flexible enough to make the           
appropriate moves at the appropriate times. 

¶ Be informed. The best workers are those who regularly update 
their skills and acquire knowledge that helps them do their jobs 
better. As an investor, you should also keep learning ï about 
the investment world in general and about new opportunities 
for you to explore. And you should always understand what 
you are investing in ï and why. Even if you work with a        
financial professional, you need to inform yourself about every 
aspect of your investment portfolio ï after all, itôs your money 
and your future.  

¶ Be farsighted. Good workers not only know what theyôre doing 
ï they also can visualize the desired outcome of each task. 
And, of course, people who are in charge of a particular en-
deavor, or who are responsible for the fortunes of a business, 
have a clear view of what they want to accomplish, even if the 
achievement of that goal is many years in the future. When 
you invest, you also need to see where you want to go. If you 
can constantly keep in mind your long-term goals ï such as 
the type of retirement lifestyle you desire ï you will likely find it 
easier to stick with an investment strategy thatôs appropriate 
for your needs and risk tolerance. Conversely, if you lose sight 
of your destination, you might be more prone to taking       
short-term detours, which could work against you.  

 
 Labor Day reminds us to appreciate the skills and          
dedication of all workers ï and as an investor, you can put these 
same attributes to good use.  

Looking For Homes In A Specific Area?   
Thinking Of Selling Your Home?   

We've created these pages to help you 
Buy and Sell Real Estate: 

 
Mount Airy: 

www.facebook.com/MountAiryMDHomes 
New Market:  

www.facebook.com/HomesNewMarket 
Frederick: 

www.facebook.com/MDFrederickHomes 
Baltimore: 

www.Facebook.com/MDBaltimoreHomes   
Germantown: 

www.facebook.com/MDGermantownHomes 
Rockville: 

www.facebook.com/Rockville-Homes-
226539107859583 
Ellicott City: 

www.facebook.com/Ellicott-City-Homes-
1872014589789177 

Olney: 
www.facebook.com/Olney-Homes-

1903724169850459 
Sykesville: 

www.facebook.com/Sykesville-Homes-
484419921895650 
Reisterstown: 

www.facebook.com/Reisterstown-Homes-
1327207523981793 
Gaithersburg: 

www.facebook.com/Gaithersburg-Homes-
683098191893542 
Clarksburg: 

www.facebook.com/Clarksburg-Homes-
1792915477688279 
Hampstead: 

www.facebook.com/Hampstead-Homes-
226192891225469 
Manchester: 

www.facebook.com/Manchester-Homes-
120768248513365 
Taneytown: 

www.facebook.com/Taneytown-Homes-
233513793818428 
Hagerstown: 

www.facebook.com/Hagerstown-Homes-
1150857041650941 
Middletown: 

www.facebook.com/MiddletownHomes 
Walkersville: 

www.facebook.com/Walkersville-Homes-
1095479560547283 
Thurmont: 

www.facebook.com/ThurmontHomes 
Laytonsville: 

www.facebook.com/Laytonsville-Homes-
1745076302419196 

Ijamsville: 
www.facebook.com/Ijamsville-Homes-

1627658497533859 
Westminster: 

www.facebook.com/WestminsterMDHomes 

http://www.MDREpros.com
mailto:mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com


 
Maryland Real Estate  
Professionals 

w/REMAX Realty Plus 
301-831-5600 - O 
301-418-8640 - C 

Mark@MDREPros.com 
www.MDREPros.com 

THANK YOU for reading my 
Service For Life!È personal 

newsletter.  I wanted to produce 
a newsletter that has great      

content and is fun and valuable 
to you.  Your constructive    
feedback is always welcome. 

 
ANDéwhether youôre  

thinking of buying, selling or 
financing real estate, or just 
want to stop by and say ñHi,ò 
 Iôd love to hear from youé 

 

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com 

Provided by:  Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker,   
1st Financial,   NMLS 112247,  

3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott City,  MD  21043      
Dan@1atmc.com 
410-935-3528    

Number Of Buyers  
Putting Down Less Than  
10% Hits 7-Year High 

According to Black Knight Financial Serviceôs Mortgage Monitor Report, 1.5 
million Americans have purchased a home with down payments under than 
10% over the last 12 months. This is great news for buyers as this marks a 
7-year high. 
 
Many mortgage programs offered by agencies like Freddie Mac and Fannie 
Mae allow buyers to put down as low as 3% to purchase their dream 
homes. The strength of the housing market has aided buyers who used low
-down-payment programs to buy. As a recent CNBC article points out, 
 
ñDefaults on recent low down payment loans, so far, are slow, but that is as 
much a factor of the good credit quality as it is the strength of the housing 
market. Home prices are rising incredibly fast, meaning those borrowers 
are gaining equity in their homes quickly.ò 
 
Low down payments arenôt just great for first-time homebuyers. These pro-
grams have allowed homeowners who want to capitalize on the equity they 
have in their homes to use the profit from their sale to pay off high-interest 
credit cards, fund education or even start a business. 
 
According to a new Census Report, the Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs, 
home equity was used to start 7.3% of all businesses in the United States, 
which equates to over 284,000! The industries that saw the most growth 
from home equity are accommodation & food services, manufacturing and, 
retail trade. 
 
Bottom Line 
Gone are the days of ó20% down or no mortgage.ô What could you build 
with the equity in your house? Meet with a real estate professional who can 
evaluate your ability to achieve your dreams today! 
 
Pending Home Sales dipped just 0.8% in July, their fourth slip in five 
months. This National Association of Realtors (NAR) measure of contracts 
signed on existing homes is currently suffering from tight supply, not weak 
demand. The NAR chief economist explained, "The pace of new listings is 
not catching up with what's being sold at an astonishingly fast pace." He 
added, "the typical listing has gone under contract within a month since 
April." Some say rising prices are diminishing affordability, but First Ameri-
can's Real House Price Index reported increased affordability, thanks to 
"falling rates for 30-year, fixed-rate mortgages and modest wage gains." 
 
BUSINESS TIP OF THE WEEK... Never lose sight of where you're headed. 
Start every project keeping in mind your overall goals--for your work, and 
life! Keep those goals in mind, fitting today's to-do list into your long-term 
plans. 

Smart Packing Tips  
for Moving Day  

 
The last thing you need after a long 
moving day is to discover that a   val-
uable item was damaged. Thatôs cer-
tain to dampen your spirits when 
youôre just getting settled into your 
new home. Here are some packing 
tips to help ensure that doesnôt    hap-
pen: 
 
Å Avoid worn-out or damaged boxes 
as they are more likely to tear open 
during a move. 
Å Pack glass and similar items in bub-
ble wrap or foam chips ï but not too 
tightly. Include just enough to ensure 
thereôs no rattling. 
Å Use small boxes for heavier items. 
A big box of books is difficult to lift. 
(Experts say a box shouldnôt weigh 
more than 50 lbs.) 
Å Use anti-static packing materials for 
sensitive electronics, such as com-
puters, cameras, and flash-drives. 
Å Purchase specialty packaging for 
items such as dishes, musical instru-
ments, and valuable clothing. Itôs 
worth the investment. 
Å Donôt pack a box so full that thereôs 
a bulge. 
Å Wind and tie electrical cords. 
 
Finally, if possible, personally carry 
irreplaceable items (such as family 
photographs) with you to your new 
home. 

http://www.MDREpros.com
mailto:dan@1atmc.com
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