IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2021

In this issue -

e From the Pastor’s Desk - Grace and Peace Christian Education — SAVE THE DATE 12/19/21

e Worship Leaders for December **Annual Meetings**SAVE THE DATE 12/12/21

¢ New Little Free Pantry built & installed Faith in Action - Comm. Shelter Christmas bags
¢ Faith in Action - Green Corner Worship & Music — Advent & Christmas

e Celebrations of Life & Love 2022 Altar Guild & Counters Schedule

e December Calendar Christmas Appeal - Poinsettias & Hunger Appeal

e Church Council & Staff

1 Drive-In worship participants we are asking you to drive up to the door/overhang at the Education
I wing in the main (south) parking lot. The usher will hand out communion, bulletins and receive offerings. Using the
1 overhang, the usher will be somewhat protected from the weather and will also not have to cross the street!

Immanuel Lutheran Church
1002 Powell Ave.
Erie, PA 16505
814-833-4062
LIKE US on Facebook

www.ilc-erie.org

Office: immluthch@verizon.net



http://www.ilc-erie.org/
mailto:immluthch@verizon.net

Grace &
Peace

from the
Pastor's

Desk

The cold has come

upon us. We have darkness
in the early evening. Soon we
will  have swirling snow
replacing our swirling leaves. |
can wait! Christmas Eve would
be the perfect time for that
snow, after services are over of
course. | am looking forward to
Christmas Eve, as always.

I've been listening to Trans-
Siberian Orchestra’s rendition
of “Anno Domine”, and it fills
me with hope, the promise that
the child who is born on this
night will bring redemption to
all persons.

It brings the promise that no one is “misbegotten”, that is not
acceptable or unplanned. It brings me hope that in Christ we are all
one. So, as I'm thinking about Christmas, | am thinking of all the
persons who belong in the Christmas story.

When | think of Mary, a young girl who accepts what God has in
store for her, most likely not realizing what she was getting herself
into, | think of blind faith. She allowed herself to carry a child out of
wedlock, something in her day that could have caused her to be stoned
to death, trusting that God would make it right.

When | think of Joseph, | think of a man who felt betrayed, then
after having a dream where the angel told him the truth, he accepted
that Mary was carrying the Son of God. When | think of Joseph, | think
of accepting God’s word as the truth.

When | think of the innkeeper, | think of a man who was
compassionate. He truly had no room in the inn but found a safe place
for the birth of a child, not knowing that he would be having angels
and shepherds grace his stable.

When | think of the shepherds, the lowliest persons in their
society, receiving the angelic message, | think that God comes for all
people, no matter their station in life.

When | think of King Herod | think of evil, and how good defeats
evil.

When | think of the magi, | think of people from foreign places
who seek to find the King of kings.

And when | think of Jesus | think of love, hope, peace, and joy.
A baby born in a stable, what a humble beginning! Then | recall the
words of Isaiah 9:6-7 “For a child has been born for us, a son given to
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore.”

And when | think of you and me, because yes, we belong in the
Christmas story as well, | think of all the generations who have heard
this story, who have been filled with wonder, and have passed it from
generation to generation. It is a story that needs to be told to all
people in all places. | pray you are telling the story.

If you would like to talk with me, please give me a call or stop
into the church office on Tuesday or Thursday 9 a.m. — 2 p.m. 814-833-
4062 is the church phone number, my cell phone is 724-557-2386. Call
anytime and if | don’t answer please leave a message.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Karen



Christian Education
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~ Sharing the
Good News ~

REMINDER: Our
next Confirmand
Meeting will be
December 5th
after worship
with Pastor Karen
- we hope all 6
of our
Confirmand
Candidates can
Join us:
BRODY BONSELL
SUMMER FEILER
NATE PATERNOSH
TRISTA PATERNOSH

MADISON PENPEK
MIA PENPEK

SAVE THE DATES

Advent study continues - all are welcome - 11/28
(more info under Worship & Music News)

Confirmand Meeting - 12/5 - 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Program - 12/19 during worship
No Sunday School - 12/27 - happy holidays

The true light was coming into the world.
John 1:9

Prayer for Advent
from Creative Communications and shared by Janice Kreger

O Lord, the Advent candles, with their familiar, glowing light,
help us to turn to you. May we stay alert in these weeks,
anticipating the joyful celebration of your Son's arrival into
the world. As the Advent lights keep darkness at bay, may
they also keep us from wandering from your ways. Help us to
stay ever watchful, like the gatekeeper. Help us, we pray, to
hold your mercy deep within our heart, carrying it with us as
we prepare for the coming of our infant Savior.

Amen

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL/BOOK STUDY

I WONDER AS 1 WANDER

) §

Pastor Kostur is leading our adult
Sunday School/Advent study this
year and it is taking place in the
lounge after worship unless
otherwise indicated.

Exception:  Since the 1t Sunday of each month is already
reserved for the Confirmand meeting, there will be some
interesting alternatives each month for that 1t Sunday.



Sharing this beautiful outdoor scene of the Lutherlyn Chapel Hill cross where campers young &
young-at-heart gather for singing & worship. It's a lovely walk in nature to a powerful spot for
fe/lowship & praise. (From the Camp Lutherlyn coloring book - (copies available in the Narthex)
- relax, share your creativity - even add some snow and stars.
If you like - share the finished product with the office so we can post some of them
throughout the building. Take time to relax this Advent season, let go and let God!
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WORSHIP
WITH US

OUR CONGREGATION
MEETING TO CONSIDER OUR
2022 BUDGET, ETC. WILL BE

HELD 12/12/21 AFTER
SERVICE - PLEASE JOIN US

AS YOU ARE ABLE.

OUR 2021 ANNUAL YEAR IN
REVIEW MEETING HELD IN
JANUARY IS RIGHT AROUND
THE CORNER, SO PLEASE
BEGIN TO PREPARE & SHARE
YOUR COMMITTEE ANNUAL
REPORTS WITH THE CHURCH
OFFICE, AS WE THANK GOD
FOR GUIDING OUR MINISTRY
AT IMMANUEL FOR 80+
YRS!!!

Immanuel Worship Calendar

DECEMBER 2021 Warship Calendar for Immanuel Lutheran, Erie PA

Doate Presder Assistamt Lector
12/5/21
Kostur D. Redditt B. Redditt
9:30 AM
12/12/21
030 AM |Kostur Bob Dorler Bob Dorler
CONGREGATION
MEETING
12/19/21
Christian Ed. | Kostur Nita Byrne Bob Dorler
SETVICE
9:30 AM
5:30PM 5:30PM
gfiﬁ iw Kostur Bob Dorler Bob Dorler
5:30 PM 10:00PA 10:00PAL
10:00 PM Nita Byrne
12/26/21
9:30 AM |Kostur Stan Holsopple Stan Holsopple

Altar Guild: P.Maloney/S.Pfeiffer/S.Leubin Counters: K.Lee/C.Feiler/C.Geddes
Ushers: Ushers as assigned by B. Dorler
(Christmas Eve ushers already scheduled — thank you!!)

If you are unable to fulfill your commitment — please find an alternate & notify the
church office.

*Sign-up sheets on the bulletin board for December*
JANUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: DECEMBER 15™

Immanuel Little Free Pantry
A big thank you to the
Council for supporting this
idea and to Cindy & Dave
Eckman for sharing their time
& talent to build & install our
new Little Free Pantry.

A sign inside says to take
something if in need, or leave
something if you can share.

Keep in mind that as we go
into winter, temps will be
dipping, so we’ll need to be
cautious about items
freezing.




If you are sick or in the
hospital, please notify the
church office and if you'd

like home communion or a
copy of our newsletter ~

please let us know in the

office.
Please
remember
r' the
members of
Immanuel

who are "shut in,” and cannot
make it to service, you may
want to offer them a ride, give
them a friendly call, send them
a card. The current Shut-In
Mailing List is available in the

office or the church directory.

KEEP IN PRAYER: Denise Arnold's Mom - Lucie Arndt and
brother-in-law Pastor Huhn; John & Tim Botwright and their wives;
Bob; the Feiler & Lee families; Carol McCray’s sister Marilyn; Cindy
Geddes’ family friend Deedee; Jim & Lorraine Hornaman, Kyle
Husted, Jim Kuntz, Pastor Karen’s friend - Nancy Leonard; Leslie;
family friend of S. Kocur - Patrick Lewis; Bishop Michael Lozano,
Debbie Redditt’s friends - Nathan Pelletier and Gayanne Nieratko,
Carole Rickrode, Sharon Roemer, Pastor Karen’s friend - Jan Rowe;
Dr. Carl Seon; Tim; Pastor Roy Washill, and the Washill family and
Pastor Al Gesler and his family as they face serious health
challenges; and all of our members who are grieving; who are in
nursing homes, who are serving on the “front line” during the
COVID-19/Delta pandemic or who are ill at home.

We pray for those in the military: Scott Case— Navy, (C. Geddes
nephew) & Christopher Peterson — Navy (Grandson of the late
Agnes & Chuck Peterson).

UPDATE FROM SYNOD OFFICE:

Our brother in Christ, the Rev. Albert (Al) Gesler has entered into
hospice care. Al in his decades of service to our synod and our
church has touched many lives. As Al enters into these days of the
expectation of the hope to come I invite you to pray for him and his
family. If you wish to reach out to him with a card, note or email he
can be reached at: 809 Tyndall Avenue, Erie, PA 16511

or albertugesler@gmail.com

Our brother in Christ, the Rev. Roy Washill is experiencing
increased health issues. Roy also has served our synod and our
church faithfully for decades and touched many lives. Please lift up
Roy and his family in prayer. If you wish to send a card, note or
email to him or Lois they can be reached at: 2845 E. 27th St,,
Wesleyville, PA 16510 or tuck114@msn.com.

We pray:

Holy and life-giving God, whose mercy is without end, look with
grace upon Al and Roy and their families as they face the future.
Guide those who accompany Al and Roy in the days to come, so that
they will be cared for and comforted. Uphold all with in your
abiding love, and sustain them with your peace, which surpasses all
understanding, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen


mailto:albertugesler@gmail.com
mailto:tuck114@msn.com

FAITH
IN
ACTION

N All

\ ; Immanuel

& Lutheran
| '33 sewers: Itis
time to sew

hats for the men and
women at the Community
Shelter. Watch the bulletin
for date and time.

conference
coming to Erie in
December?
It's called the Joshua
Revolution and is for

youth and families.

~ The Social Ministry committee is once
' again collecting items for 36 men and
women, staying at the Community
Shelter at Christmas time. We are in need
of washcloths, hand-sanitzer, hard candy,
razors, lip balm, hand warmers, combs,
memo pads, pens, and hand cream in
various quantities. Sign up on the
boardin the Donation Center. Cash donations may also be made.
Please clearly mark the donation - Community Shelter Christmas.

A collection box for the items will be available in the Donation Center.
Thank you for your participation.

All items MUST be turned in by Dec. 12.

Monday, December 27 through
Wednesday, December 2.9,
from 7PM - 10PM,
at the Bayfront Convention Center.
1 Sassafras Pier, Erie, PA 16507

Joshua Revolution ‘21

YOUARE

Darryl & Tracy
Strawberry

ik iy |

L)

Charity Gayle

Graham Lotz

Matthew Schuler

Joshua Aaron

Check out the web page for more info
https://happeningnext.com/event/joshua-revolution-21-eid3a088nesmw

Joshua Revolution presents, "You Are Holy," a God encounter youth

and family conference for the whole church! Joshua Revolution is
providing this 3-day conference FREE OF CHARGE. This does not
include hotel and meals. Free-will offerings will be taken at the

conference.


https://happeningnext.com/event/joshua-revolution-21-eid3a088nesmw

Green Corner nwea synod Green Team

T T T

Eco-Friendly Gifts for the Holidays!

It's so easy to buy someone the usual gift, isn't it? You know, that
“special something” that you get them every single year. Well, this time
around, why not get them a gift that not only will last, but will help us to
save the planet, too? Here are 10 great gift ideas that will help you help
them help the Earthl

=

. Third Rock Kitchen Countertop Compost Container — 1.0 Gallon camister with
lid and carbon filter. This powder-coated steel never rusts! 533

2. Vehhe Stainless Steel Straws. Stop using plastic straws when you go out to
eat. These straws last forever (in a good wayl) With cleaning tool. $1 ea.

3. Uncommon Goods Reusable Beeswax Food Wraps. Made from wax and
cotton, you'll never have to buy single-use wrap again. 3 sizes for 22

4. Sprout - Happy Bee Edition, 5 Plantable graphite pencils. When you're done
with them, plant them and watch the sage, chia & others grow! $12

5. Torrico/Wasiliev Zero-Waste Cookbook. Cwver 100 simple, waste-less
recipes, including how to use com husks to make vegetable stock. 323

6. OlsenOlsenDesign Zero-Waste Gift Box, includes reusable food wraps,
straws, dryer balls, bamboo toothbrushes, soap, and morel $22

7. WorldWildlife.org Adopt a Sloth (or another of your favorite endangered
animals!) Receive a plush sloth, gift bag, photo, and cerfificate. 560

} 8. Marley’s Monsters Non-paper Towels & rack. A vertical, wooden towel
holder for your counter, wrapped with 24 brightly pnnted towels. $86

I 9. Ethigque Shampoo and Conditioner Bar Variety Pack. Help nd the Earth of
\ plastic bottles. Get your hair supplies in bar form! 5 assorted $15

\ 10. Hautest Health Cork & Natural Rubber Yoga Mat, Includes Carrying Strap,
Thick Non-Slip Fitness Mat For Pilates, Yoga, & Floor Exercises 538

The Green Team's purpose is to “raise awareness of and advocate for the care of
creation™, Our mission is to support and encourage creaton care ministries, raise
awareness, model creation care advocacy consistent with ELCA teachings in our
faith commmunities and public life. nwpasynodsreenteam @ smail. com
hiotps:/(www.northwesternp asvnodelca.org nwpa-green-team. himl




Worship & Music in
the News....

Check out the audio files of
our services at the link below:

For OneDrive login page,

click here:
https://onedrive.live.com/ Please join us for worship each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
about/en-us/signin/ either indoors, or in our drive-in services.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:
You can find Pastor Karen'’s 5:30 P.M. — FAMILY SERVICE
latest sermons in print on 10:00 P.M. — CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
our webpage here
http://www.ilc-erie.org/worship- CHOIR REHEARSAL THURSDAY AT 7:15 P.M.
.html AND
ON SUNDAY MORNING AT 8:45 A.M.
§3¢
' ADVENT BOOK STUDY —
ROES T SUNDAYS 10:30 AM.
COFFEE HOUR PEACE

1 SUNDAYQF J@Y Advent Book study “I Wonder as | Wander.” The

L@\/E overall theme for Advent will be “Ad-vent-ure” as
EYERYMONTH. we hear the scriptures and journey to

It will be in the |0unge Bethlehem. The study “I Wonder as | Wander”
. focuses on Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. Is there more to these

after church ser\_/lce. words than just the names of the candles on the Advent wreath?
The Eckm_ans will be Daily readings and reflections, as well as a weekly group study
hosting. and activity ideas to link church and home are included in the

book. The group will normally meet in the lounge following
Sunday morning worship, all are welcome.

Pastor Karen


https://onedrive.live.com/%20about/en-us/signin/
https://onedrive.live.com/%20about/en-us/signin/
http://www.ilc-erie.org/worship-.html
http://www.ilc-erie.org/worship-.html

Celebrations December Birthdays

2 Nathan Paternosh
3 Connie Cooper
9 Jodie Feiler
of Life and 15  Rebecca Griffin Bureau
19 Thomas Kocur
20 Courtney Casler
21 Mary Cerveny, Leslie Rickrode
22 Tim Botwright
25 John Leubin
26 Kamryn Hall
27 Derek Nelson
29 Mary Kreger
31 Beth Siefert/Tim Summers

Love

Everyone loves a birthday card! Please remember a member!!

December Anniversaries

none that | could find

Did I forget you? Please e-mail me or call me with your birthdays,
anniversaries or a special day you would like us to share.

ALTAR FLOWERS AND SANCTUARY CANDLE SIGN-UP
WE ARE ONCE AGAIN POSTING OUR ALTAR FLOWER AND SANCTUARY
CANDLE SIGN-UP SHEETS IF YOU WOULD CARE TO SPONSOR EITHER OR BOTH
IN HONOR OR IN MEMORY OF SOMEONE -- IT WILL BE NOTED IN OUR
WORSHIP BULLETIN.

PLEASE NOTE THAT CATHY’S FLOWER SHOPPE, WHO HAS BEEN PROVIDING
THE FLOWERS FOR US FOR MANY YEARS HAS HAD TO INCREASE PRICES SO
FLOWERS WILL BE $36/WK — SANCTUARY CANDLE REMAINS AT $5/WK - SO
WHEN PAYMENT IS MADE, PLEASE INCLUDE THIS NEW AMOUNT IN YOUR
PAYMENT STARTING IN JUNE.

YOU ARE ALSO WELCOME TO BRING IN YOUR OWN PLANTS/FLOWERS FROM
YOUR GARDEN, ETC.




January

Judy/Donna

May

Penny/Sue/Sally

September

Debbie/Char

Altar Guild 2022 Schedule

February March
Penny/Sue/Sally Debbie/Char
June July
Debbie/Char Judy/Donna
Oetober November
Judy/Donna Penny/Sue/Sally
Altar Guild
Anita Byrne - 814-397-7318
Donna Dorler $14-833-2719
Char Feiler 814-833-5865
Sally Leubin 814-838-3039
Debbie Madurski  814-774-3590
Penny Maloney 814-838-7439
Sue Peiffer 814-833-0797
Debhie Redditt 814-833-7024

Judy Stewart

814-838-2639

April

Judy/Donna

August
Penny/Sue/Sally

December

Debbie/Char

C/814-440-4851

C/304-203-2941

C/814-449-1855



2022 COUNTING SCHEDULE AND GUIDELINES

Jan Bill Redditt

Feb Debbie Redditt 814-449-1855

March, Stan Holsopple 814-833-8672

Aug., Oct. Denise Arnold 814-838-7068

April Char Feiler 814-833-5865

& Nov. Debbie Madurski 814-774-3590

May, Cindy Geddes 814-734-1286/C: 814-572-2231
July & Sept. Barbara Coughlin 814-833-7198

June Kim Lee, Char K: 814-602-4067 CF: 814-833-5865
& Dec. Feiler, Cindy Geddes CG: 814-734-1286/814-572-2231
SUBSTITUTES 2022

Bob Dorler 814-833-2719

Cindy Eckman 814-833-2889

George & Sue Pfeiffer 814-833-0797

Claudia Skerlong 814-474-3151

Please arrange for a substitute if you cannot count.

Call the church office at 814-833-4062, if there must be a permanent change.

Attention Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Members... Thrivent Members can designate Immanuel Lutheran
Church as a recipient of the charitable giving that Thrivent offers through Choice Dollars.

Visit their website, www.thrivent.com, or call your Thrivent representative, for more information. To those
that have designated Immanuel as a recipient of Thrivent Choice Dollars, we gratefully thank you!

For more information about Thrivent Financial for Lutherans contact Vince Kremer, Financial Associate, at 814-
878-5727 or visit Thrivent.com
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7 All are

Welcome

Immanuel Hours
Church Office — 814-833-4062
Hours: M-Th. 8:30am-12:30pm

immluthch@verizon.net

Staff

Pastor Karen Kostur 814-833-4062
or Emergency #: 724-557-2386
Pastor’s Office Hours — Tues &
Thurs.9:30am-2:00pm

Church Caretaker: Wally Coughlin
Organist/Music Director: Bryan
Timm

Guest Organist: Allan Slovenkay
Admin. Ofc.: Lori Swanson
Nemenz

Sunday School

Coord: Anita Byrne & Janice
Kreger

Teachers: Rick Kuntz & Pastor
Kostur

Congregation & Church
Council Officers

Pres:Debbie Redditt 814-449-1855
VP:Bob Dorler 814-833-2719
Sec.:D. Madurski 814-774-3590
Fin. Sec.:C.Geddes 814-734-1286
Treasurer: Bill Redditt
Additional Council Members
Cindy Eckman, Char Feiler, George
Pfeiffer, Sally Leubin, Bob Dorler,
Cindy Geddes

Church Council Committees

We invite all members of Immanuel to join any of these committees and/or
offer your gifts where you can — many hands make light work!!
Council usually meets the 2 Sunday of the month

***CONGREGATION MEETING TO REVIEW 2022 BUDGET —
12/12/21%**

Christian Education
Council liaison: Cindy Eckman
SUNDAY SCHOOL K-ADULT 10:30 A.M.
ADVENT STUDY — 11/28-thru Advent
CONFIRMAND MEETING: DEC. 5TH 10:30 A.M
CHRISTIAN ED SERVICE: DEC. 19 9:30 A.M.

Communications
Council liaison: D.Redditt Committee Chair: vacant

Check out our website and “FRIEND"” us on Facebook
Did you miss church? Need to keep updated and want easy access to the
church calendar, newsletter or annual report?

Check out our website http://www.ilc-erie.org/

OUR 2021 ANNUAL YEAR IN REVIEW

AROUND THE CORNER, SO PLEASE
BEGIN TO PREPARE & SHARE YOUR
COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORTS WITH
THE CHURCH OFFICE, AS WE THANK
GOD FOR GUIDING OUR MINISTRY AT
IMMANUEL FOR 80+ YRS!!!

MEETING HELD IN JANUARY IS RIGHT

WATCH FOR US ON FACEBOOK, GOERIE.COM, ERIE NEWS NOW AND
IN PRINT IN THE ERIE TIMES NEWS

Fellowship, Outreach & Growth
Council liaisons: Sally Leubin & Char Feiler
COFFEE HOUR 15T SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
LITTLE FREE PANTRY
Finance
Council liaison: George Pfeiffer
Property
Council liaison: Bob Dorler Committee Chair: Stan Holsopple
FACILITY MAINTENANCE, RENTAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
BOILER CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Stewardship
Council liaison: Cindy Geddes
Social Ministry Committee
Council liaison: Debbie Madurski — Committee chair: Debbie Madurski
COMMUNITY SHELTER CHRISTMAS BAGS
Worship & Music
Council liaison: Debbie Redditt Chair: vacant
**Looking For New Committee Co-Chairs**
CHOIR: THURSDAYS 7:15 P.M. & 8:45 A.M SUNDAY
(SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
DRIVE-IN AND INDOOR WORSHIP SERVICES 9:30 A.M.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: 5:30 AND 10:00 P.M.
OneDrive audio files of recorded services
https://onedrive.live.com/about/en-us/signin/
PASTOR KOSTUR’S SERMONS ON OUR FACEBOOK &
WEBPAGE



mailto:IMMLUTHCH@VERIZON.NET
https://www.facebook.com/Immanuel-Lutheran-Church-108894642463769/
http://www.ilc-erie.org/
https://onedrive.live.com/about/en-us/signin/

HOLIDAY POINSETTIA AND HUNGER APPEAL

I would like to give flowers for the Special Offering for
Christmas at $8.00 each.
$ is enclosed.

In honor of

In memory of

Given by

Please indicate your preference below

please deliver to shut in or local charity

I will deliver to shut in or local charity

I prefer to pick up after late service
EE ST E LS E L EE LSS ELE TSRS EELE LSS LSS S EE S E RS S ST S S S S
Instead of flowers I would like to give for the
Special Offering for Christmas to go towards eliminating world
hunger.

$ is enclosed.

In honor of

In memory of

Given by

PLACE FORM & DONATION IN THE OFFERING PLATE OR
SEND TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY DECEMBER 6, 2021.




