Tower at Northern Colorado Regional (Fort Collins/Loveland) airport
Below are our guidelines for operating within the airspace of Northern
Colorado Regional (KFNL). Please note that our launch sites in Windsor
are within this airspace (or very close) so this will apply to most flights from
Windsor and many from Fort Collins. For planes, they request contact
within 3-6 miles of the tower controlled airspace, so we should really
adhere to the guidelines below if we are anywhere in that vicinity. Here they
are:
•

Please call the tower the day before you fly to let them know your
departure time and location, "destination" (the area you are hoping to
fly in), and expected altitude (in our case, they are aware we don't
always know so a general range is ok).
o

The tower number is 970-962-2867.

•

Very important: Call flight service for a briefing and get the
NOTAMs that apply to our airspace. The tower expects to open at 8
am most of the time, but this can change at any time.

•

In flight, have your aircraft radio on at 118.4. The old channel does
not operate any longer. Once the tower opens, if you are within or
near the airspace, alert them to your location, altitude, etc. and then
monitor the frequency. Again, this applies when you are within 3-6
miles of the tower-controlled airspace.
o

•

To address the tower over the radio, use “NoCo Tower”

At many times of year, we are launching close to or within their hours
of operation so please call the tower the day before and again the
morning of, prior to your flight, with the same information as above
(launch time and location, expected direction, and expected altitude,
which will be more accurate after seeing the pibal). Again, use your
radio to contact the tower after launching if you are within their
operating hours.

Please feel free to call or email with questions (contact info below). I am
happy to help you practice radio communications, or go through a refresher
on calling flight service for your pre-flight briefing.
Rachel Metzgar
970-402-1583
Rachelmae2@hotmail.com
Dan Griffin
970-667-2246
dan@nocow.net
Also, should you have any specific inquiries regarding tower operations,
here is contact information for the tower manager:
Barry Dishman
Air Traffic Manager
Northern Colorado Regional Airport
Barry.Dishman@serco-na.com

