OUR SHARED MINISTRY
LITURGISTS FOR SEPTEMBER
September 1
Chuck Tolzin
September 8
Marci Brown
September 15
Bonni Conley
September 22
Jeanne Blackstone
September 29
Scott Osborn

United Methodist Church

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE FOR SEPTEMBER
September 8
Bruce Dagel
September 15
Korrie Coombs
September 22
Amy Stief
September 29
Madi Stief

531 W. Main St.
Cherokee, IA 51012
www.sp-umc.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

GREETERS FOR SEPTEMBER
September 1
Lynn Meikle
Chuck and Julie Tolzin
September 8
Matt and Nicole Hoskinson
Dean and Glenda Parrish
September 15
Dan and Barb Kratz
Don and Jeanne Blackstone
September 22
Jerri and Tony Hunt
Don and Jeanne Blackstone
September 29
Norma Fox
Craig and Monica Schmidt

DYNAMIC DUO
This picture of Mary Baughman and Randy
Kane was taken just as they were finishing all
the new planting on the south side of our campus. Randy and Mary are definitely two of the
hardest-working people you will ever meet, and
we appreciate them so very much!
FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
To all church members: The dark clouds on the horizon
are coming closer. We are approaching $30,000 less in
giving than budgeted. To date, no apportionments have
been paid and there are a couple sizable bills that will
come due at the end of the year. To help catch up and
lessen this year-end burden, I am asking all of us to revisit our financial support for St. Paul’s. From our Sunday collection, we will set aside $400 each week (for the
remainder of the year) to meet our apportionments obligation. Each committee chairperson and members
are asked to be vigilant and responsible of expenses
within their area. We can survive this if we all work together to take care of St. Paul’s needs!
-Stan DeRoo
WORSHIP SCHEDULE/SUNDAY SCHOOL
Our final summer worship service is scheduled for Sunday, September 1st, with the service beginning at 9:30
a.m. We will return to our regular schedule on Sunday,
September 8th, with the worship service starting at
10:10 a.m. Sunday School will begin on September 8th
at 9:00 a.m. and will include the following classes:
PreK-2nd, 3rd-6th, 7th and 8th, Children’s Choir, and
the Adult Sunday School class.
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION FOR JAN NELSON
You are all invited to an 80th birthday celebration honoring Jan Nelson on Sunday, September 15th. The
open house will be held from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the
lower level of the Cherokee Community Center.

USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER
September 1
Darlene Woltman
Chuck and Julie Tolzin
Dave and Linda Appleby
September 8
Shelley Lenz
Bob Simonsen
Darlene Woltman
Dave and Linda Appleby
September 15
Shelley Lenz
Tom and Linda Rutter
Dave and Linda Appleby
September 22
Shelley Lenz
Jerri Hunt and Tony Hunt
Craig and Monica Schmidt
September 29
Darlene Woltman
Kim and Karen Aduddell
Craig and Monica Schmidt

September 2019 UMW Buzz
Executive Board Meeting – Monday, September 9th at 9:30 a.m. in the dining hall
September Unit Meeting – Thursday, September 19th at 6:00 p.m. in the dining hall
Potluck and Guest Night
A-H: Salad
I-Q: Hot Dish
R-Z: Dessert
Hostess - Joy Circle

Devotions - Charity Circle

Program - Jane Johnston

NW District UMW Annual Meeting – Friday, September 27th hosted by St. Paul’s UMW

(Volunteers needed to set up Thurs.,Sept. 26th at 9 a.m. & for Fri. coffee at 8:30 a.m. & lunch at 11:30 a.m.)

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Worship
Date
Attendance
July 28
114
August 4
101
August 11
80
August 18
97

General
Fund
2,804.00
4,411.00
TBA
TBA

Next
Generation
219.00
494.00
TBA
TBA

September Circle Meetings

Program p. 7 - In the Beginning, There is Light

Grace Circle – September 11th, 7:00 p.m. in the Feller Lounge

Hostess - Jeanine Schroder

Co-Hostess - Jolene Deichmann

Program - Marci Brown

Joy Circle - September 18th, 9:30 a.m. in the Schuldt Dining Hall
Hostess-Jerry Larson

Program - Jean Rowe

Hostess - Ervina Scott

Program - Patti Blum

Charity Circle - September 18th, 1:30 p.m. in the Schuldt Dining Hall
OUR MINISTRY SUPPORTED
Budgeted needs 31 weeks into the year: $139,841
Received to support budgeted needs:
$110,280

Upcoming Events… October Unit Meeting – Wed., October 9th, 1:30 p.m. in Feller Lounge
Hostess: Charity Circle Devotions - Joy Circle
Program: Assemble Ingathering Kits
Executive Board Meeting – Monday, October 14th at 9:30 a.m. in the Schuldt Dining Hall

CONTACT US
Church Phone
Pastor Cris’s phone
The Rev. Cris Decious
Meribeth Adams

(712) 225-3955
(515) 423-6421
cris.decious@iaumc.net
meribethadams@outlook.com

PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
We extend our deepest sympathy to Kent and Tasha Timmerman and all of their family. Tasha’s grandmother,
Betty Kaiser, 94, of Milford, Iowa, passed away August 5th
at the Spencer Hospital. A funeral service for Betty Kaiser
was held on August 9th, at Hope Reformed Church in
Spencer.
PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
We extend our deepest sympathy to the family and friends
of Virgil H. Schlinz. Virgil, 87, of Holstein (formerly of the
Meriden and Cleghorn area) passed away August 7th in
The Good Samaritan Society at Holstein, Iowa. A funeral
service was held for Virgil Schlinz on August 10th at the
Boothby Funeral Home in Cherokee, with Pastor Cris Decious officiating.
PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
We extend our deepest sympathy to Larry and Joyce
Goodrich. Their great-nephew, Austin Matthew Goodrich,
21, died in Des Moines on August 10th, as the result of a
motorcycle accident. Austin was able to bless others as an
organ and tissue donor. A celebration of Austin’s life was
held at Earlham Church of Christ on August 17th.
PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
We extend our deepest sympathy to Phyllis Parrott and all
of her family. Phyllis’s brother-in-law, Ronald Joseph
Henke, age 74 of Marcus, Iowa, passed away August 13th,
surrounded by family at his home. A Mass of Christian
Burial was held on August 16th, at Holy Name Catholic
Church in Marcus, with Father Bill McCarthy officiating.
WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS
We warmly congratulate Noah Decious and Sarah Reeves
who were married in the St. Paul’s sanctuary on Saturday,
August 3rd. Pastor Cris Decious officiated at that service.
Sarah’s parents are Garret and Sheila Reeves of Le Mars,
and Noah’s parents are Cris and Jennifer Decious of
Cherokee. Noah and Sarah Decious will make their home
in Marcus, Iowa.
WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS
We warmly congratulate Jason and Miranda Cook on the
birth of their son. Tyler Matthew Cook was born at CRMC
on August 8th. Tyler weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces and was
20.5 inches long. He was welcomed home by his brother
Jack. Tyler’s proud grandparents are John and Jan Cook
of Cherokee and Dennis and Faith Johnson of Ida Grove.
WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS
We warmly congratulate Rod and Liza Parker on the baptism of their son Raylen. Raylen Charles Parker was born
at home on June 25, 2019. He was welcomed by his
brothers Skyler and Rowen and his sister Anna. Raylen’s
very proud grandparents are Bob and Peggy Parker and
Jeff and Jana Fuller, all of Cherokee.
THANK YOU FROM BRITTANY KANNEGIETER
Thank you for helping me go to church camp. My favorite
part was singing around the campfire. I’m excited to go
next year for a full week!
-Brittany Kannegieter
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MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Donald Duck had a rich uncle. If you followed the
comics, you would know that the rich uncle’s name was
Uncle Scrooge McDuck. He would always dive into his
vault full of coins and swim around without a care in the
world. He once said, “No man is poor who can do what he
likes to do once in a while! And I like to dive around in
my money like a porpoise! And burrow through it like a
gopher! And toss it up and let it hit me on the head!” I
know a few people like this! It is a silly illustration, but it
is straight to the point.
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart
will be, too!” Our hearts seem to follow wherever our love
goes. If you want to know what is important to you, look
at where you spend your treasured time, energy, effort,
and money. The heart being the core and essence of who
we are. People who are in love with the things of this
world need to listen to what the Holy Spirit of God is saying. Following money may get you money, but it also may
frustrate you and misdirect you to following or being fulfilled by the calling on your life.
I may believe that money is my answer, and at times it
may feel satisfying, but according to the Bible, it doesn’t
bring true sense of fulfillment. It will never bring the one
thing that I am seeking. I believe this it true because all of
our “stuff” tends to get old. Clothes go out of style. Wellloved toys wear out over time. If you have ever watched
an old rerun of The Price is Right show, their prizes that
everyone jumps up and down over were the catch years
ago! Now, when we see the outdated prizes that have
come and gone in style, fashion, and technology, we just
giggle at them. Yet, many of us remember when these
things were brand new and costly. Now... they are cheap
and sometimes obsolete!
In the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon talks about what
makes us happy. He was sharing his thoughts on what he
learned on his journey in search for happiness. He cautions us that much of what we think will make us happy is
flawed! In fact, as he pursued happiness in every shape
and way that he could think of, his conclusion was
“Definitely, everything is pointless—just wind chasing.”
Ecclesiastes 2:17b.
So, if the wealthiest and wisest man known in history,
King Solomon, could not come up with a formula to happiness, how are we to find happiness in our own lives? It’s
time to assess our lives and the importance of things in
our lives.
As a reminder, all of our Sunday School classes will
begin on September 8th, at 9:00 a.m. Our morning worship service will begin at 10:10 a.m. I am looking forward
to our attendance bumping back up as we return to our
normal routines! Happy September.
See you Sunday!
-Pastor Cris

WORKING ON ST. PAUL’S LANDSCAPING
These three men put in a lot of hours in August
working on the landscaping on the south side of
our church campus. (Left to Right) Rich Dorr,
Jeff Nelson, and Chuck Tolzin.
WITH GREAT APPRECIATION
The landscaping around St. Paul’s looks fantastic! We
want to thank Randy Kane, our campus supervisor, for
all his hard work. Randy is a perfectionist, and we benefit greatly from that! You may have noticed Al Henn
and Dick Point working around the church, too. They
have done a lot to spruce up the St. Paul’s campus. We
want to give special thanks to Jeff Nelson, Chuck Tolzin, and Rich Dorr. Jeff let us use his trailer, he put in a
lot of hours of labor, and he disposed of all the dirt.
Chuck has been mowing the south side of the church
campus this summer and has done a lot of work on the
landscaping. Rich Dorr hauled the mulch, donated, delivered, and placed the boulders, and has put in a tremendous number of volunteer hours on all the beautiful
landscaping. We appreciate these men so much, and
we want to thank them greatly for all they have done for
St. Paul’s! Without their efforts, this landscaping project would not have been a success!
THANK YOU TO THE PIE LADIES
A big thank you goes out to the Pie Ladies for purchasing plants and mulch for the church landscaping!
THANK YOU FROM THE PARKER FAMILY
A big thank you goes out to all those members of St.
Paul’s who gave of their time to prepare the sweet corn
for the fall pork loin dinner. Your support of this task
was very much appreciated. May God bless all of you!
Thanks again!
-The Parker Family

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!
Thank you to the following people who helped prepare
sweet corn here at St. Paul’s on Sunday, July 28th:
Jack and Mary Jo Poggenklass, Micki Conley, Jeff
Blum, Loren and Darlene Woltman, Al and Barb Henn,
Bob and Jeanine Schroder, Shelley Lenz, Barb and Dan
Kratz, Maya Ballou, Darrel and Sue Paulsen, Rodney
Bainbridge, Dick and Betty Point, Roni Timmerman,
Tom and Linda Rutter, Jean Anderson, Gerald and
Nancy Sears, Lynn Meikle, Dave Appleby, Evelyn Sand,
Marla Conley, Scott Osborn, and Rod and Anna Parker.
Special thanks to Bob and Peg Parker for donating the
sweet corn and to Rod Parker for picking the corn and
bringing it to the church. The 13 buckets of prepared
corn will be used for our fall pork loin dinner and for
our Thanksgiving meal. What a blessing it was to have
such a large number of willing volunteers!
THANK YOU FROM ROMAN THILL
Thank you for helping me get to camp. The best thing I
got from camp was that everyone really liked me. I was
included in everything, and the kids thought that I was
really cool. Although I really didn’t want to go at first, I
was very happy I went. I left feeling that my confidence
had really increased, and I felt better about myself. I
am hoping to go again next year and even do the leadership program when I am older. Thank you so much! I
will remember it always.
-Roman Thill
THANKS FROM BOB AND PEG PARKER
We would like to thank our St. Paul’s Church family for
the prayers, cards, calls, and concern shown for both of
us at the time of Bob’s surgery and since returning
home. The outpouring of love and support has been
awesome and much appreciated. May God bless you
all! Thanks again!
-Bob and Peg Parker
THANK YOU SO MUCH!
A huge thank you goes out to the following people who
provided refreshments and hosted our after-church
summer coffees: Sally and Chuck Knoben, Marlene and
Don Witcombe, Ervina Scott, Roni Timmerman, Mary
Jo Poggenklass, Linda Christensen, Barb and Dan
Kratz, Jeanne and Don Blackstone, Sharon and Lowell
Bennink, Sue and Darrel Paulsen, Linda and Tom Rutter, Shelley Lenz, Peggy and Bob Parker, Linda and
Dave Appleby, Barb and Al Henn, Darlene and Loren
Woltman, Jeanine and Bob Schroder, Peggy and Jim
Corrington, Julie and Chuck Tolzin, Betty and Dick
Point, Jean and Gene Anderson, Leah and Bruce Dagel,
Karla and Kevin Wilkie, Joyce and Jerry Peterson, Sue
and Wes Parker, and Joyce and Larry Goodrich. A very
special thank you goes out to Betty Point for once again
coordinating our refreshments for these wonderful
summer coffees!
VISITATION TEAM MEETING
The St. Paul’s UMC visitation team will be meeting on
Wednesday, September 4th, at 9:30 a.m. in the church
office.

