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of Trustees shall constitute a quorum,

A simple majority vote of members present at any meeting shall be
required for the validity of decisions unless otherwise stated in
other parts of this Constltution.

ARTICLE:XI: AMENDMENTS

The Constitution of the Center may be amended by the following procedure:

1. A written proposal for amendment = petitioned by at least thirty Full
members - must be submitted to the chairman of the Board of Trustees.

2. The Chatrman will circulate copies of such amendment proposals to the
members of the Board of Trustees in their nearest meeting, to study
their acceptability for Inclusion in the agenda for the next General
Assembly meeting.

3. Amendment proposals become final after obtaining the General Assembly's
majority votes as outlined in Article XA of this Constitution.

L, All amendments to this Constitution shall not contradict in any form or
manner the lslamic principles.

5, The Board of Trustees shall report ot the General Assembly any amendment
proposals rejected by the Board and the keasons for such rejection.

ARTICLE X11: SUSPENSION, SUCCESSION AND HANDOVER

Section 1: Suspension

Any member of the Board of Trustees may be suspended if any charge of a
direct violation of the Constitution, m#suse of the Center's funds, or
damage to the existence or interests of the Center = by the action of
such member - are proven to be true.

An Arbitration Committee may be formed, for such purpose, upon filing
a written request from any Full member with the Secretary of the
Board of Trustees.

Section 2; Succession

Upon resignation, suspension or incapacitation of a member of the
Board of Trustees, the order of succession shall be as follows:

i. the Vice Chafrman will assume the duties of the Chairman.

i1. other vacant positions shall be filled by Full members,
subject to the approval of the Board of Trustees.

ii1. All members of the Board of Trustees shall resume their
functions till the time of handover.

Section 3: Handover

a. The outgoing office holders = from the Board of Trustees shall handover
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all files, documents, records and assets = belonging to the Center =
to the incoming office holders.

b. A list containing unfinished business, outstanding accounts, and any other
pertinent matters shall be given to the prospective Incoming office holder.

ARTICLE X111: DISSOLUTION

Upon the dissolution of the Center, the Board of Trustees shall, after
payment of all liabilities, dispose of all the assets of the Center
exclusively to North American Islamic Trust (NAIT).
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9 the nome of Allsh, the Beneficant, the Merciul

THE IsLAMIC CENTER OF JERSEY City

17 Park Street o Jersey City, N.J. 07304
Telephone: (201) 433-5000

In The Name of ALLAH, The Compassionate

The Merciful

The Islamic Center of

Jersey City

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 1: NAME

The name of the organization shall be The Islamic Center of Jersey City,
hereinafter called 'THE CENTER'".

ARTICLE 11: HEADQUARTERS

. The Center shall have its main headquarters located at 17 Park Street,
Jersey City, New Jersey 0730k,

, These headquarters are to be used for the management of the Center,
administration of its activities, and the maintenance of its documents

and records.

. The Center may relocate anywhere In the United States and/or may have
other locations as extension to the main headquarters.

ARTICLE 111: PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES

The purposes of the Center shall be established upon the Islamic laws as
outlined in the Holly Quran and as identified by the Prophet Muhammed's
traditions. The Center will carry on religious, cultural, charitable,
educational, civic, economics, social, athletic, scientific and other
activities pertaining to the realization of Islam as a complete way of
life. These activities shall include = but not be limited to = the
following:

v’\a'v_i;‘T:L.f.)——j,l‘ :')l

Th st homored of you In the sight of Allsh & (e who i) the Mot righesous of yeu. (Que'en 9:33)
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To help Muslims In the United States to carry out Islamic activities
In pursuance of Islam as a comprehensive way of life.

To provide religious guidance and carry out religious practices in
the mesque.

To help Muslims of the community adapt to their social environment without
violating the basic concepts of |slam,

To strengthen fraternal bonds among all Muslims, and help Muslims preserve,
advance, and represent the soclal and moral qualities of Islam.

To promote friendly relationships between Muslims and the community as
a whole.

To present Islam to people of other faiths and to make known the ideology
of Islam and its teachings.

To promote cooperation with existing Islamic organizations.
To establish and promote a wide and coordinated educational program for
Muslim adults and youngsters to teach them Islamic laws and the Arabic

language - the language of the Holy Quran.,

To provide lectures and seminars to Muslims and [nterested groups and
organizations.

To arrange visits to Islamic communities, in order to establish closer ties.
To organize groups for the performance of Hajj(Pilgrimage).

To celebrate Islamic feasts and holidays, in the true Islamic traditions.
To organize groups in Co-op projects agreeable with the [slamic laws.

To establish and maintain an Islamic library with adequate printed and
audio-visual material on Islam and the related subjects.

To establish a sound understanding of American democracy, and to promote
a constructive citizen and community participation in the welfare of the
area, the region and the country.

ARTICLE [V: MEMBERSHIP

The categories of the membership shall be as follows:

A.

Full Membership;

Full members are Muslims who meet the criteria and fulfill their
obligations of dues as defined and outlined in the Center's By=Laws .

Only full members have the right of voting, and are ellgible to seek
election or hold office. A full member has to be over elghteen years
of age at the time of voting. The board of Trustees may have the right
to exempt fully Im partially a full member from paying dues on an
Individual basis and circumstances,

Assoclate Membership:

Any Muslim or non=Muslim who accepts the Center's objectives without
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discrimination of color or creed, shall be ¢ligible for associate
membership upon flling an application form with the Secretary and
approved by the Board of Trustees. Associate members have to ful-
fill their obligation of annual dues as outlined In the Center's
By=Laws,

Associate members have no voting power and are not eligible to seek
election or hold office.

Affiliate Membership:

Any member of any other organization which Is affiliated with the
Center is eligible to become an affiliate member.

Affiliate members have no voting power and are not eligible to seek
election or hold office.

Honorary Membership:

Honorary members are those elected by the Board of Trustees for
significant services rendered to the Center.

Honorary members have no voting power and are not eligible to seek
election or hold office.

ARTICLE V: ORGANIZATION

A.

General Assembly:

The General Assembly shall consist of Full members who have a valid
voting power at the time the Assembly is called for a meeting. Each
member shall be entitled to one vote on each matter submitted for voting.
Voting can be performed by proxy.

The General Assembly shall discuss the general policies and affairs of
the Center, as outlined in the agenda and the activities report submitted
by the independent accountant.

Discussions shall be limited to the items on the agenda.

Board of Trustees:

The Board of Trustees is the highest authority in the Center representing
the General Assembly.

The Board shall consist of no less than seven members including the Imam.
Members other than the Imam shall be elected by the General Assembly.,

A candidate who seeks election as a Board member shall be:
(a) highly reputable and knowledgeable;
(b) working In the Islamic field for at least five years;

(c) registered as a full member for a period no less than six
months; over twenty-flve years of age; and

(d) a permanent resident In the United States.
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Upon election of the Board of Trustees, the Board members shall select
members of their own to act as Chairman, Vlce Chalrman, Secretary General,
and Treasurer.

The term of the Board of Trustees shall be three years.

The Board of Trustees shall assume its responsibilities as outlined in the
Center's By=Laws.

C. Imam:
The Imam shall be assigned by religious authorities in Islamic countries.

The newly appointed Imam shall automatically become a member of the
Board of Trustees.

D. Internal Auditor;

An Internal Auditor shall be appointed bi=annually by the Board of
Trustees. He shall perform his functions as outlined in the Center's
By=Laws and shall report directly to the Board of Trustees.

ARTICLE VI: COMMITTEES

A. AD HOC Committees:
The Board of Trustees will act to form the follewing ad hoc committees.

1. Election Committee:

An election committee shall be formed to organize and administer
the elections to the Board of Trustees held tri-annually.

2, Arbitration Committee

The Board of Trustees will act to form an Arbitration Committee to
settle any disputes that may not be covered by this Constitution or

or the Center's By=Laws. Members of the Committee may consist of
members of the Board of Trustees = who are not subjects of the dispute -
in addition to other dignitaries from the |slamic community. An
Arbitration Committee shall consist of a minimum of eleven members.

The Committee's decisions will be final.

B. Working Committees:

- The Board of Trustees shall act to form various working committees to
assist in the achievement of the Center's objectives or to carry out
any special tasks.

= Members of the Board can also serve as members of Working Committees.

- Each elected member of any Working Committee shall be Full members of
the Center,

= Each Working Committee shall develop its own working rules within the
framework of the Center's Constitution and Its By-Laws. Committee's
rules shall be subject to the approval of the Board of Trustees.

= Each Working Committee may develop Its ewn work plan to be submltted
to the Board, which shall be responsible for the coordination and
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approval of those plans,

- Each Working Committee shall be responsible for the executiion of the
approved work plan and the fulfillment of Its function as outlined in
the Center's By-Laws,

ARTICLE VI1{ THE MOSQUE

= The Center must at all times provide a Mosque for all Muslims.

= The Mosque shall serve as a place of worship and other activities
pertaining to the Islamic concept as a complete way of life.

= Muslims shall be encouraged to attend the Mosque and participate in
all its activities,

= The Mosque must be open every day.

Dissolution of the Mosque shall result In dissolution of the Center.

ARTICLE VIIil: FINANCE

A. The Center shall be a '"Non=Profit Organization',

B. The Center's activities shall be financed through Zakat contributions,
donations, membership dues and other sources not inconsistent with the
purpose of the Center and approwed by the Board of Trustees.

C. The fiscal year of the Center shall begin on the first day of January
and shall end the thirty=-first of December of the same year.

D. The Financial status of the Center shall be reported periodically
(not less than quarterly) to the Board of Trustees. Those periodic
reports shall be published and mailed to Full Members.

ARTICLE #¥X: _AUDIT

An independent Auditor = assigned by the Board of Trustees - shall audit the
Center's financial reports annually, in addition to the audit functions per-
formed by the Internal Auditor on a continuous basis.

ARTICLE X: DECISION MAKIEG

A. General Assembly:
Participation of not less than fifty percent(%50) of the Full members
registered in the Center's records as of the date the Assembly Is called

to convene = shall be required to constitute a quorum. A simple majority
wote of the participants shall be required for the validity of decisions.

B. Board of Trustees &

The presence of NOT LESS than two-thirds(2/3) of the members of the Board




