Bed Bug Addendum
Date of Lease:_____________________________
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(when the Lease is filled out)
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Please note: We want to maintain a high-quality living environment for you. It’s important to work together to
minimize the potential for bed bugs in your dwelling and others. This addendum outlines your responsibility
and potential liability when it comes to bed bugs. It also gives you some important information about them.

2. Purpose. This addendum modifies the Lease Contract to address
any infestation of bed bugs (Cimex lectularius) that might be found
in the dwelling or on your personal property. We will rely on representations that you make to us in this addendum.

6. Notification. You must promptly notify us:
• of any known or suspected bed-bug infestation or presence in
the dwelling, or in any of your clothing, furniture, or personal
property;
• of any recurring or unexplained bites, stings, irritations, or
sores on the skin or body that you believe are caused by bed
bugs, or by any condition or pest you believe is in the dwelling;
AND
• if you discover any condition or evidence that might indicate
the presence or infestation of bed bugs, or if you receive any
confirmation of bed-bug presence by a licensed pest-control
professional or other authoritative source.
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3. Inspection. (Check one)
 You have inspected the dwelling before moving in or signing
this addendum, and you did not find any evidence of bed bugs
or bed-bug infestation.
OR
 You will inspect the dwelling within 48 hours after moving in
or signing this addendum and will notify us of any bed bugs or
bed-bug infestation.

multaneously as we treat the dwelling, you must, at your expense,
have your personal property, furniture, clothing, and possessions
treated according to accepted treatment methods by a licensed
pest-control firm that we approve. If you fail to do so, you will be
in default and we will have the right to terminate your right of occupancy and exercise all rights and remedies under the Lease Contract. You agree not to treat the dwelling for a bed-bug infestation
on your own.
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1. Addendum. This is an addendum to the Lease Contract that you,
the resident or residents, signed on the dwelling you have agreed
to rent. That dwelling is:
Apt. # _____________ at ___________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ (name of apartments)
or other dwelling located at _______________________________
______________________________________________________
_________________________ (street address of house, duplex, etc.)
__________________________________________________ (city)
____________________________________ (state) _________ (zip).
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4. Infestations. We are not aware of any current evidence of bed
bugs or bed-bug infestation in the dwelling. You must read the
information on the back of this addendum and then certify one of
the following statements: (check one)
 You are not aware of any infestation or presence of bed bugs
in your current or previous apartment, home, or dwelling or in
any of your furniture, clothing, personal property, or possessions, nor have you been exposed to any bed-bug infestation
or presence.
OR
 If you previously lived anywhere that had a bed-bug infestation, all your personal property (including furniture, clothing,
and other belongings) has been treated by a licensed pestcontrol professional and is now free of further infestation.
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If you disclose a previous experience of bed-bug infestation, we
can review documentation of the treatment and inspect your personal property and possessions to confirm the absence of bed
bugs. Describe here any previous bed-bug infestation that you
may have experienced: ___________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

N

O

T

5. Access for Inspection and Pest Treatment. You must allow us
and our pest-control agents access to the dwelling at reasonable
times to inspect for or treat bed bugs. You and your family members, occupants, guests, and invitees must cooperate and not interfere with inspections or treatments. We have the right to select
any licensed pest-control professional to treat the dwelling and
building. We can select the method of treating the dwelling, building, and common areas for bed bugs. We can also inspect and treat
adjacent or neighboring dwellings to the infestation, even if those
dwellings are not the source or cause of the known infestation. Si-

7. Cooperation. If we confirm the presence or infestation of bed
bugs, you must cooperate and coordinate with us and our pestcontrol agents to treat and eliminate them. You must follow all directions from us or our agents to clean and treat the dwelling and
building that are infested. You must remove or destroy personal
property that cannot be treated or cleaned before we treat the
dwelling. Any items you remove from the dwelling must be disposed of off-site and not in the property’s trash receptacles. If we
confirm the presence or infestation of bed bugs in your dwelling,
we have the right to require you to temporarily vacate the dwelling
and remove all furniture, clothing, and personal belongings so we
can perform pest-control services. If you don’t cooperate with us,
you will be in default and we will have the right to terminate your
right of occupancy and exercise all rights and remedies under the
Lease Contract.

8. Responsibilities. You may be required to pay all reasonable costs
of cleaning and pest-control treatments incurred by us to treat
your dwelling unit for bed bugs. If we confirm the presence or infestation of bed bugs after you move out, you may be responsible
for the cost of cleaning and pest control. If we have to move other
residents in order to treat adjoining or neighboring dwellings to
your dwelling unit, you may have to pay any lost rental income and
other expenses we incur to relocate the neighboring residents and
to clean and perform pest-control treatments to eradicate infestations in other dwellings. If you don’t pay us for any costs you are
liable for, you will be in default and we will have the right to terminate your right of occupancy and exercise all rights and remedies
under the Lease Contract, and we may take immediate possession
of the dwelling. If you don’t move out after your right of occupancy
has been terminated, you will be liable for holdover rent under the
Lease Contract.

9. Transfers. If we allow you to transfer to another dwelling in the
community because of the presence of bed bugs, you must have
your personal property and possessions treated according to accepted treatment methods or procedures established by a licensed
pest-control professional. You must provide proof of such cleaning
and treatment to our satisfaction.

You are legally bound by this document. Please read it carefully.
Resident or Residents (all sign below)
Owner or Owner‘s Representative (sign below)
______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

_______________________________________________________

Date signed

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

You are entitled to receive a copy of this Addendum after it is fully signed. Keep it in a safe place.
©2015 TEXAS APARTMENT A SSOCIATION, INC.

CONTINUED ON BACK

Bed Bugs
A Guide for Rental-Housing Residents
(Adapted with permission from the National Apartment Association)

Bed bugs don’t discriminate.

While bed bugs typically act at night, they often
leave signs of their presence through fecal markings
of a red to dark-brown color, visible on or near beds.
Blood stains also tend to appear when the bugs have
been squashed, usually by an unsuspecting sleeping
host. And because they shed, it’s not uncommon to
find the skin casts they leave behind.
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Bed bugs’ increased presence across the United States
in recent decades is due largely to a surge in international travel and trade. It’s no surprise then that bed
bugs have been found in some of the fanciest hotels
and apartment buildings in some of the nation’s most
expensive neighborhoods.

cause of welts like that often go misdiagnosed. One
distinguishing sign is that bed-bug marks often appear in succession on exposed areas of the skin such
as the face, neck, and arms. But sometimes a person
has no visible reaction at all from direct contact with
bed bugs.

M

Bed bugs are wingless, flat, broadly oval-shaped insects, with a typical lifespan of 6 to 12 months. Capable of reaching the size of an apple seed at full growth,
bed bugs are distinguishable by their reddish-brown
color, although after feeding on the blood of humans and warm-blooded animals—their sole food
source—the bugs assume a distinctly blood-red hue
until digestion is complete.

Nonetheless, false claims that associate bed bugs
presence with poor hygiene and uncleanliness have
caused rental-housing residents, out of shame, to
avoid notifying owners of their presence. This only
causes the bed bugs to spread.
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While bed bugs are more attracted to clutter, they’re
certainly not discouraged by cleanliness. Bottom line:
bed bugs know no social or economic bounds; claims
to the contrary are false.

Bed bugs don’t
transmit disease.

Because humans serve as bed bugs’ main mode of
transportation, it’s especially important to be mindful
of bed bugs when away from home. Experts attribute
the spread of bed bugs across all regions of the United States largely to increases in travel and trade, both
here and abroad. So travelers are encouraged to take
a few minutes on arriving to thoroughly inspect their
accommodations before unpacking. Because bed
bugs can easily travel from one place to another, it’s
also a good practice to thoroughly inspect luggage
and belongings for bed bugs before heading home.

Know the bed-bug
dos and don’ts.
•

Don’t bring used furniture from unknown sources into your dwelling. Countless bed-bug infestations have stemmed directly from bringing home
second-hand and abandoned furniture. Unless
you are absolutely sure that a piece of secondhand furniture is bed-bug-free, you should assume that a seemingly nice looking leather
couch, for example, is sitting curbside waiting to
be hauled off to the landfill because it’s teeming
with bed bugs.

•

Do inspect rental furniture, including mattresses
and couches, for the presence of bed bugs before
moving it into your dwelling.

•

Do address bed-bug sightings immediately. Rental-housing residents who suspect the presence of
bed bugs in their unit must immediately notify
the owner.

•

Don’t try to treat bed-bug infestations yourself.
Health hazards associated with the misapplication of traditional and nontraditional chemicalbased insecticides and pesticides poses too
great a risk to you, your family and pets, and your
neighbors.

•

Do comply with eradication protocol. If the determination is made that your unit is indeed playing
host to bed bugs, you must comply with the bedbug-eradication protocol set forth by both your
owner and their designated pest-management
company.
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There exists no scientific evidence that bed bugs
carry disease. In fact, federal agencies tasked with
addressing pests of public-health concern, namely
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, have refused to elevate bed bugs to the threat level posed by
disease-carrying pests. Again, claims associating bed
bugs with disease are false.

Prevent bed-bug encounters
when traveling.

T

Learn to identify bed bugs.
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Bed bugs can often be found in, around, behind, under, or between:
•
Bedding
•
Bed frames
•
Mattress seams
•
Upholstered furniture, especially under cushions
and along seams
•
Wood furniture, especially along areas where drawers slide
•
Curtains and draperies
•
Window and door frames
•
Ceiling and wall junctions
•
Crown moldings
•
Wall hangings and loose wallpaper
•
Carpeting and walls (carpet can be pulled away from
the wall and tack strip)
•
Cracks and crevices in walls and floors
•
Electronic devices, such as smoke and carbon-monoxide detectors
Because bed bugs leave some people with itchy welts
similar to those made by fleas and mosquitoes, the
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Mold Information and Prevention Addendum
Date of Lease:_____________________________
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(when the Lease is filled out)

Please note: We want to maintain a high-quality living environment for our residents. To help achieve this goal,
it is important that we work together to minimize any mold growth in your dwelling. This addendum contains
important information for you, and responsibilities for both you and us.
1. Addendum. This is an addendum to the Lease Contract executed by

4. Avoiding Moisture Buildup. To avoid mold growth, it’s important to

you, the resident or residents, on the dwelling you have agreed to rent.

prevent excess moisture buildup in your dwelling. Failing to promptly
attend to leaks and moisture accumulations on dwelling surfaces can
encourage mold growth, especially in places where they might get inside walls or ceilings. Prolonged moisture can come from a wide variety
of sources, such as:

That dwelling is: Unit # ______________________________________
at ________________________________________________________

•

rainwater leaking from roofs, windows, doors, and outside walls,
as well as flood waters rising above floor level;

or other dwelling located at __________________________________

•

overflows from showers, bathtubs, toilets, sinks, washing machines, dehumidifiers, refrigerator or air-conditioner drip pans, or
clogged air-conditioner condensation lines;

•

leaks from plumbing lines or fixtures, and leaks into walls from
bad or missing grouting or caulking around showers, bathtubs, or
sinks;

•

washing-machine hose leaks, plant-watering overflows, pet
urine, cooking spills, beverage spills, and steam from excessive
open-pot cooking;

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
(street address of house, duplex, etc.)
City/State/Zip where dwelling is located: _______________________
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__________________________________________________________

2. About Mold. Mold is found everywhere in our environment, both

indoors and outdoors and in both new and old structures. Molds are
nothing new—they are natural microscopic organisms that reproduce
by spores. They have always been with us. In the environment, molds
break down organic matter and use the end product for food. Without
molds we would all be struggling with large amounts of dead organic
matter. Mold spores (like plant pollen) spread through the air and are
commonly transported by shoes, clothing, and other materials. Mold
can grow inside a dwelling when excess moisture is present. There is
conflicting scientific evidence about how much mold must accumulate
before it creates adverse health effects on people and animals. Even so,
we must take appropriate precautions to prevent its buildup.

3. Preventing Mold Begins with You. To minimize the potential for

SA

mold growth in your dwelling, you must:

Keep your dwelling clean—particularly the kitchen, the bathrooms, carpets, and floors. Regular vacuuming and mopping of
floors, plus cleaning hard surfaces using a household cleaner, are
all important to remove the household dirt and debris that harbor mold or food for mold. Throw away moldy food immediately.

•

Remove visible moisture accumulations on windows, walls, ceilings, floors, and other surfaces as soon as reasonably possible.
Look for leaks in washing-machine hoses and discharge lines—
especially if the leak is large enough for water to seep into nearby
walls. If your dwelling has them, turn on exhaust fans in the bathroom before showering and in the kitchen before cooking with
open pots. Also when showering, keep the shower curtain inside
the tub (or fully close the shower doors). Experts also recommend
that after a shower or bath you (1) wipe moisture off shower walls,
shower doors, the bathtub, and the bathroom floor; (2) leave the
bathroom door open until all moisture on the mirrors and bathroom walls and tile surfaces has dissipated; and (3) hang up your
towels and bath mats so they will completely dry out.

T
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•

Promptly notify us in writing about any air-conditioning or heating-system problems you discover. Follow any of our rules about
replacing air filters. It’s also good practice to open windows and
doors periodically on days when the outdoor weather is dry (i.e.,
humidity is below 50%) to help humid areas of your dwelling dry
out.
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•

•
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__________________________________________________________
(name of apartments)

Promptly notify us in writing of any signs of water leaks, water
infiltration, or mold. We will respond in accordance with state law
and the Lease Contract to repair or remedy the situation as necessary.

Resident or Residents (all sign below)

leaks from clothes-dryer discharge vents (which can put a lot of
moisture into the air); and

•

insufficient drying of carpets, carpet pads, shower walls, and
bathroom floors.

5. Cleaning Mold. If small areas of mold have already accumulated on
nonporous surfaces (such as ceramic tile, formica, vinyl flooring, metal,
wood, or plastic), the Environmental Protection Agency recommends
that you first clean the areas with soap (or detergent) and water and let
the surface dry thoroughly. (Applying biocides without first cleaning
away the dirt and oils from the surface is like painting over old paint
without first cleaning and preparing the surface.) When the surface
is dry—and within 24 hours of cleaning—apply a premixed spray-on
household biocide such as Lysol Disinfectant®, Original Pine-Sol®
Cleaner, Tilex Mold & Mildew Remover® or Clorox® Clean-up® Cleaner
+ Bleach. (Note two things: First, only a few of the common household cleaners can actually kill mold. Second, Tilex and Clorox contain
bleach, which can discolor or stain surfaces, so follow the instructions
on the container.) Always clean and apply a biocide to an area five or
six times larger than any mold you see—mold can be present but not
yet visible to the naked eye. A vacuum cleaner with a high-efficiency
particulate air (HEPA) filter can be used to help remove nonvisible mold
products from porous items such as fibers in sofas, chairs, drapes, and
carpets—provided the fibers are completely dry. Machine washing or
dry-cleaning will remove mold from clothes.

6. Warning for Porous Surfaces and Large Surfaces. Do not clean or
apply biocides to visible mold on porous surfaces such as sheetrock
walls or ceilings or to large areas of visible mold on nonporous surfaces.
Instead, notify us in writing and we will take appropriate action to comply with Section 92.051 et seq. of the Texas Property Code, subject to
the special exceptions for natural disasters.

7. Compliance. Complying with this addendum will help prevent mold
growth in your dwelling, and both you and we will be able to respond
correctly if problems develop that could lead to mold growth. If you
have questions about this addendum, please contact us at the management office or at the phone number shown in your Lease Contract.

If you fail to comply with this addendum, you can
be held responsible for property damage to the
dwelling and any health problems that may result. We can’t fix problems in your dwelling unless
we know about them.
Owner or Owner‘s Representative (sign below)

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

•

_______________________________________________________

Date signed

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

You are entitled to receive a copy of this Addendum after it is fully signed. Keep it in a safe place.
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Security Guidelines for Residents
Date of Lease:_____________________________
Addendum
(when the Lease is filled out)

1. Addendum. This is an addendum to the Lease Contract
(”Lease”) executed by you, the resident(s), on the dwelling you
have agreed to rent. That dwelling is:
Apt. # ____________ at ______________________________
__________________________________________________
_________________________________________________,
(name of apartments)

or other dwelling located at __________________________

• Always be aware of your surroundings and avoid areas
that are not well-traveled or well-lit.
• Keep your keys handy at all times when walking to your
car or home.
• Do not go inside if you arrive home and find your door
open. Call the police from another location and ask them
to meet you before entering.
• Make sure door locks, window latches and sliding glass
doors are properly secured at all times.

_________________________________________________
City/State where dwelling is located ___________________

• Don’t put your name or address on your key ring or hide
extra keys in obvious places, like under a flower pot. If
you lose a key or have concerns about key safety, we will
rekey your locks at your expense, in accordance with
paragraph 11 of the Lease.
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_________________________________________________ .

• Use the keyless deadbolt in your unit when you are at
home.

M

(street address of house, duplex, etc.)

2. Security Guidelines. We disclaim any express or implied
warranties of security. We care about your safety and that of
other occupants and guests. No security system is failsafe.
Even the best system can’t prevent crime. Always act as if
security systems don’t exist since they are subject to malfunction, tampering, and human error. The best safety measures
are the ones you perform as a matter of common sense and
habit.

SA

Inform all other occupants in your dwelling, including any
children you may have, about these guidelines. We recommend
that all residents and occupants use common sense and follow
crime prevention tips, such as those listed below:

• In case of emergency, call 911. Always report emergencies
to authorities first and then contact the management.

• Report any suspicious activity to the police first, and then
follow up with a written notice to us.

A

• Know your neighbors. Watching out for each other is one
of the best defenses against crime.

Resident or Residents (all sign below)

T

• Regularly check your security devices, smoke alarms and
other detection devices to make sure they are working
properly. Alarm and detection device batteries should
be tested monthly and replaced at least twice a year.
• Immediately report in writing (dated and signed) to us
any needed repairs of security devices, doors, windows,
smoke alarms and other detection devices , as well as
any other malfunctioning safety devices on the property,
such as broken access gates, burned out exterior lights,
etc.

Owner or Owner‘s Representative (sign below)

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

• Check the door viewer before answering the door. Don’t
open the door if you don’t know the person or have any
doubts. Children who are old enough to take care of
themselves should never let anyone inside when home
without an adult.

_______________________________________________________

Date signed

Date signed

______________________________________________________

O

(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________

N

(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

______________________________________________________
(Name of Resident)

Date signed

You are entitled to receive a copy of this Addendum after it is fully signed. Keep it in a safe place.
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NO SMOKING LEASE ADDENDUM

in
OR
the

Apartments
, Texas.
house,

duplex,

etc.

located

at

(street

in

address)
, Texas.

2. Smoking anywhere inside the dwelling units or buildings of
the apartment community is strictly prohibited. All forms of
smoking inside any dwelling unit, building, or interior of any
portion of the community are strictly prohibited. Any violation
of the no-smoking policy is a material and substantial violation
of this addendum and the TAA Lease Contract.

6. Definition of smoking. "Smoking" refers to any use or
possession of a cigar, cigarette, or pipe containing tobacco or
other non-tobacco product while it is burning, lighted, or ignited,
regardless of whether the person using or possessing the product
is inhaling or exhaling the smoke from such product. "Smoking"
also refers to use or possession of burning, lighted, or ignited
non-tobacco products if they are noxious, offensive, unsafe,
illegal, unhealthy, or irritating to other persons.
7. Lease Contract termination for violation of this addendum.
We have the right to exercise all remedies available to us for any
violation of this addendum, which includes terminating your
right to possession. Violation of this addendum is a material and
substantial default of the TAA Lease Contract.
Despite
termination of your right to possession, you will remain liable for
all rent and other sums due under the TAA Lease Contract
subject to our statutory duty to mitigate.
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The prohibition of smoking extends to all residents, their
occupants, guests, invitees and all others who are present on or
in any portion of the community. The no-smoking policy and
rules extend to, but are not limited to, the leasing offices,
building interiors and hallways, building common areas,
dwelling units, club house, exercise or spa facility, indoor tennis
courts, all interior areas of the community, commercial shops,
businesses, work areas, and all other spaces whether in the
interior of the community or in the enclosed spaces on
community grounds. Smoking is also prohibited by this
addendum inside any dwelling or building.

5. Your responsibility for loss of rental income and economic
damages regarding other residents. You are responsible for
payment of all lost rental income or other economic and financial
damages or loss to us due to smoking or smoke-related damages
caused by you or your occupants, family, guests, or invitees
which results in or causes other residents to vacate their dwelling
units, results in disruption of other residents' enjoyment of the
community, or adversely affects other residents' or occupants'
health, safety, or welfare.
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1. Addendum. This is an addendum to the TAA Lease Contract for
Apt. No.
in the

3. Smoking permitted in designated areas of the apartment
community.
Smoking is permitted only in specifically
designated areas. The permissible smoking areas are marked by
signs.
Smoking on balconies, patios, and limited common areas
attached to or outside of your dwelling unit:
¸ is permitted
¸ is not permitted.

SA

The following outside areas may be used for smoking:

.

A

Even though smoking may be permitted in certain limited
outside areas, we reserve the right to direct that you and your
occupants, family, guests, and invitees stop smoking in those
areas if smoke is entering a dwelling or building or if it is
interfering with the health, safety, or welfare or disturbing the
enjoyment of the premises, or business operations of us, other
residents, or guests.

N

O

T

4. Your responsibility for damages and cleaning. You are
responsible for payment of all costs and damages to your
dwelling unit, other residents' dwelling units, or any other portion
of the community for repair, replacement, or cleaning due to
smoking or smoke-related damage caused by you or your
occupants, family, guests, or invitees, regardless of whether such
use was a violation of this addendum. Any costs or damages we
incur related to repairs, replacement, and cleaning due to your
smoking or due to your violation of the no-smoking provisions
of the TAA Lease Contract are in excess of normal wear and
tear. Smoke-related damage, including but not limited to smoke
odor that permeates sheetrock, carpeting, wood, insulation, or
other components of the dwelling unit or building, is in excess of
normal wear and tear in our community.
Resident or Residents
[All residents must sign]

8. Extent of your liability for losses due to smoking. Your
responsibility for damages, cleaning, loss of rental income, and
other economic damages under this addendum are in addition to
your responsibility for any other damages or loss under the TAA
Lease Contract or other addendum.
9. Your responsibility for conduct of occupants, family
members and guests. You are responsible for communicating
this community's no-smoking policy and for ensuring
compliance with this addendum by your occupants, family,
guests, and invitees.
10. No warranty of a smoke-free environment. Although we
prohibit smoking in all interior parts of the dwelling units and
community, there is no warranty or guaranty that your dwelling
unit, buildings or the community is smoke-free. Smoking in
certain limited outside areas may be allowed as provided in this
Addendum. Enforcement of our no-smoking policy is a joint
responsibility that requires your cooperation in reporting
incidents or suspected violations of smoking. You must report
violations of our no-smoking policy before we are obligated to
investigate and act, and you must cooperate with us in the
prosecution of any violations.
This is an important and binding legal document. By signing
this addendum you are acknowledging that a violation could lead
to termination of your right of possession or your right to occupy
the dwelling unit and premises. If you or someone in your
household is a smoker, you should carefully consider whether
you will be able to abide by the terms of this addendum. Before
signing you must advise us whether you or anyone who will be
living in your dwelling is a smoker. You must check one of the
following boxes:
¸ Neither you nor anyone who will be living in the dwelling
unit is a smoker.
¸ Someone in my household is a smoker; however, we agree to
follow the no-smoking policy.
Owner or Owner's Representative
[signs below]

Date of TAA Lease Contract

