

Commander’s Stuff
By Mike Winner
(708) 829-0069

Gonakadet@att.net
Fellow Veterans!

   Welcome to the Tundra of Western Springs. It’s 15 degrees outside while the fire crackles in our living room. For those of you in Florida, you have chosen wisely. For the rest of us, put another log on the fire.

   Last month was an eventful affair.  Veterans were honored throughout our community on Veteran’s Day. There was much praise and thanks everywhere. I was honored to be a part of those activities.

   This month, in my reserve unit in Chicago, the December drill’s focus is Toys-for-Tots. Chicagoans fill our unit with toys from all over the city. It is a sight to see. The toys fill the gymnasium to the rafters. Many children will be very excited this Christmas morning.  

   Aside from the cold, the month of December brings us closer to family and friends as we celebrate Christmas and New Year’s. I wish each of you a joyful holiday season. Merry Christmas!

Semper Fidelis!

Mike Winner

 

On more somber news, I have just been notified of the passing of our member Willis Moore, United States Navy Veteran of WWII. I wish Mrs. Moore and her family our most heartfelt condolences.

Grant Funds Post Scholarship
By Walt Bergenthal

(708) 246-4858

Statement of funds as of 11/11/14:

Post General Fund

$14,992.87
Post Relief Fund

    4,422.83
Post Dues Reserve

         84.75
TOTAL:


$19,500.45
   Thanks to the Wakerly Family Foundation for a grant to our Post, we were able to set up a five-year scholarship at Lyons Township High School in La Grange. 
   Each year for five years, we provide a $500 scholarship to a college-bound student in financial need. This grant is known as the “Ralph F. Wakerly/Western Springs VFW Post 10778 Scholarship” to honor the memory of Life Member Ralph Wakerly, who passed away several years ago. 

A Letter to Santa
By Carol Anne O’Donnell

(708) 246-1204
   The following was taken from the Nov. 1, 2014, edition of Bits ‘N Pieces, the official publication of the National Alliance of Families:
   “The Search Is On For The Director of the New POW/MIA Accounting Agency--As the PACT Team works on a job description and qualifications for the head of the new agency, we found a ‘Dear Santa’ letter published in our newsletter published Dec. 5, 2005 shortly after the resignation of Jerry Jennings. As Christmas is fast approaching, it is appropriate we republish our ‘Dear Santa’ letter. The reader should keep in mind that the job title and agency name will change in the new organization.

Dear Santa,

   Please, please, please bring us an Assistant Deputy Secretary of Defense for POW/MIA Affairs, who is more interested in investigating the fate of our POWs and MIAs than how many frequent flyer miles he can rack up.

   Bring us a man or woman with an open mind who doesn’t care about politics. Bring us a man or woman with a working knowledge of the POW issue. Bring us a man or woman strong enough to really take charge of DPMO and not bow to the well-entrenched cadre of closed minded debunkers. Bring us a man or woman who will see that reports of live POWs, like the one sitting in DPMO since 1998, are actually investigated.

   Santa, bring us a man or woman who will not only allow investigators to investigate, but encourage it. 

   Bring us a man or woman who will listen to the families when they unearth new documentation, as they are truly the experts on their family members’ cases.

   Santa, please bring us a man or woman of courage and integrity whose only concern will be the return of live POWs and a truthful accounting of the Missing.

   Santa, please bring us a man or woman to lead DPMO, a man or woman the likes of which have never been seen in that corner office.

   Santa, we’ve waited a very long time.

Mom, Dad, Wife, Sister, Brother, Daughter, Son, Granddaughter, Grandson and Extended Family of Our POW/MIAs from WWII, Korea, Cold War, Vietnam and Gulf Wars”

YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN

Information for Vets
By Chuck Bosko

IDVA Veterans Service Officer/Appeals Specialist
(312) 980-4512 - Office
charlesbosko@att.net
   Most veterans understand that there are certain benefits they are entitled to when they answer the final muster. Each veteran may receive a flag, an honor guard and a government issued headstone or marker. Perhaps a State of Illinois benefit that most veterans may not be aware of is a reimbursement of $100 from the state. The exact title is “Reimbursement for Cartage and Erection of Government Headstone.” This reimbursement is provided to the next of kin or cemetery official who was responsible for the cost. Keep in mind, the approval is only for transportation and erection fees within the boundaries of Illinois. The requirements:
· Members of the Armed Forces of the United States who died in service or former members whose last service discharge was honorable
· Were in travel authorized by the service branch
· On authorized inactive duty training including training while a member of the National Guard or Reserves
· Hospitalized or undergoing treatment at the expense of the United States for an injury or disease contracted or incurred under honorable conditions while on active duty, performing travel or inactive duty training, undergoing hospitalization or treatment at the expense of the United Sates.
· As a member of the Reserve Officer Training Corps of the Army, Navy Air Force whose death was under honorable conditions similar to the above.

   Eligibility: To receive the reimbursement, the application must be submitted within the same Fiscal Year of the setting of the government headstone or marker. The Fiscal Year is the period of time starting July 1 and ending June 30. The application must be signed and presented by the next of kin or cemetery official. (Now if the reader is confused about this requirement, please call me).
   The necessary forms are available at most cemeteries or by calling a local Department of Illinois Veteran Affairs service officer. The form is IDVA Form 3WVGR, IL 497-004.    

   Applications may be submitted at any IDVA office or mailed to Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs, Attn: War Grave, P.O. Box 19432, 833 S. Spring St., Springfield, IL 62794- 9432 
   (Oh yea- you will need a DD 214! And a paid receipt for transportation and installation cost)

Airborne & Allons!
Chuck Bosko

Things to Toss BEFORE 

Decking the Halls
1. Stubby, half-melted candle nubs.
2. Faded or broken front-yard figures or inflatables.

3. Not-your-taste ornaments given to you as gifts. You can donate them to a school, church or senior center. 

4. Speaking of ornaments, scrap those broken beyond repair. If they have sentimental value, take pictures of them.

5. Twinkle lights that have gone mysteriously dark – even though they worked perfectly well when you put the tree away in January. 

6. Last year’s holiday cards. It’s sweet to pack them away with last year’s decorations to enjoy one last time but then recycle them!

-From Real Simple
December 2014
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Save the Dates





Dec. 9th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church


Dec. 11th – Hospital Visit


Dec. 12th – deadline for January newsletter


Jan. 13th – 7:30 p.m. Post Regular meeting at Grace Lutheran Church

















