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For our online worship experience for Mother’s Day, we have a special request! If you are able,
we want you to post a picture you and your Mother on either your Facebook page and/or our Elon Alive!
Facebook group (a private non-public group). Or you can mail a hard photo to the church at PO Box 625,
Elon, NC 27244. The picture can be of you holding up a picture of your Mother. It can also be you with a
Mother-type person in your life if you prefer! Or it can be one from when you
were a kid if you want! On Mother’s Day I hope we will have lots of posts
and we will also post the hard pictures we receive! We will still have a
worship centered on Moms, Mom-like figures, and family in its many forms!
We are looking forward to seeing how you will present! Remember,
this is not a requirement, just a fun way to celebrate and recognize those special people in our lives!

At this point, there is no plan to postpone our Vacation Bible School
that is scheduled for June 21-24. There will be discussions this month as to how it
will look different this year and keep all involved healthy and safe. Look for emails
and promotions in the near future. We will still need volunteers so let Pastor
Sharon know if you are willing to help out in the kitchen, lead children around, or help with a class. Her
email is wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com. Thanks for considering helping out with this wonderful event!

Last year we had successful “Feed a Child at VBS” campaign and
we would like to do this again this year. If you are willing to donate $10
that will help feed at child for Vacation Bible School this year. With these
donations, it helps us be able to buy materials needed for crafts,
experiments, and decorating. We have done something new this year. We are teaming up with First United
Methodist Elon and sharing materials, props, books and videos. We think this a great way for both of our
ministries to save on costs. Thanks again for helping feed our children at VBS!
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Re-Open
The question of the minute
has become the great mystery for
May and beyond. We have conflicting
information, people who want to get
back to normal, whatever that means,
and the reality that we will be re-opening for in-person worship. What
that looks like is clearly going to be a process. Governor Roy Cooper
and the North Carolina plan has been presented as a 3 phase careful
unfolding of how we will find our way forward. This still leaves us
with lots of questions of what that will look like in particular for
schools, churches, businesses, and how we interact with one another in
the following months beginning with May.
It is clear that even though there will be suggestions or
even guidelines for how to proceed, there will always be personal
decision–making involved. A great example is being put on display in
Georgia right now. Their state is loosening stay at home orders in a
very liberal way and much sooner than other states. The question is
whether people will actually go to restaurants, churches, and
gatherings. Businesses as well may be left deciding what to do in the
midst of this move. I am sure we will be watching with great curiosity
to what happens. But, it lifts up the true concerns on all of our
minds, “What will WE do?”
As for Elon Community Church, we plan to have our board
meetings in May and Council shortly afterward. We will carefully
consider what it means to re-open, how I will look and how to
proceed into a changed future. As we make decisions, and they won’t
be easy, we will encounter headwinds of differences. I pray we can
proceed in the Christian love and grace that marks us as people of
the way. There will be bumps and the path may sometimes be
Confusing, as much of the news we receive about what to do can be
at times, but we will find our way praying that we can be the
church!

We may not know it, but we are also being called upon to
re-open ourselves. Whether you have been in distancing, a person
who is high risk, an essential worker, a young person doing distance
learning, we must each decide how we re-emerge to face a pandemic
future. The wish for a vaccine would be the best outcome, maybe
there will be medicines that emerge to lessen the damage of the
virus. Whatever we experience, we will each need to make the best
decisions. Again, they will be different as we decide what we will do.
I pray we can accept each other through these days of re-opening.
The most important thing I can say is that each of you are valued
and we want to stay connected the best way we are able. Many of
our members will not read this or have been a part of our online
presence. As we connect or re-connect, we will have to go lightly,
trusting each other to be faithful in how we proceed. There is a
community that we are a part of, too. Programs like Farmers Market,
12-step groups, our use of the building and how we interact with the
world around us is something we are going to be faithful as possible
and open (or re-open) to all that unfolds. We will also use all known
guidelines to create maximum safety, but seen through the lenses of
our ability to be in ministry.
So far, we are finding our way to be connected through an
online presence. I believe that will continue and grow as the future
unfolds. What we learn from this experience and how we continue
will require your help and always your prayers.
Know that as imperfect this will be, I love you all and
value you! I truly appreciate and stand in awe of our staff that has
been so creative and faithful in this time! And I finally thank each of
you for your perseverance in what can only be said is the greatest
challenge of our shared lives that many of us have ever experienced!
May the Risen Christ continue to be your guide and the ways of the
Kingdom of God allow you to the people you are meant to be! Amen!
Love,

Randy

Senior PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY COMING BACK ONLINE
If you have been a part of this class, you will receive an e-mail with an invitation to a ZOOM
meeting online so that we can catch up and do some study! If you haven’t been a part of the class,
know that we cannot meet on Sunday Morning, so we will be taking on anyone else that would like to
join us! Simply contact the office and make sure we have your email address. Unfortunately, you must be
online to be a part at this time. Looking forward to setting an agreed upon time and meeting up
together! We are still in Matthew and it has some new dimensions during these days. Join us!
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Elon Alive is wonderful so we can still be connected while we are
apart. I loved seeing the children and their Easter Egg Hunt, their
shaking their rattles with the Dry Bones text, and dancing with Randy
As I am writing this article, I
with “Up From the Grave He Arose.” We are community together and
have just preached this past Sunday, the
separate. We are spreading the gospel a new way who may not have
Second Sunday of Easter. As I said in my heard or seen it done this way before. We are showing love and
sermon, doing church in this online world compassion for one another. We are praying for those in our church
is a new thing for Randy and I. With the family who desperately need our prayers right now and Randy and I
help of Monica, Stephen, Joy, Susie and Christopher we are making it cannot go visit. Maggie Byerly posted the Music Camp T-shirts from
happen. As one meme said, “Who knew this Corona Virus would make 2011 that said “We Are the Church” on our Elon Alive Page. Yes WE
us Tele-evangelists!” What I have learned from this experience as how ARE THE CHURCH and we have come to realize while we would love to
this helps us bring our message of love and hope to not only those of be in the building together again, the church is more than the
our congregation, but those out in the our community, our state, our building. The church is definitely the people, the community of faith,
nation, and even the world. When the service was over yesterday, I
who are working together to show love and compassion with one
had received a message on messenger from a high school classmate
another even though we cannot be together. So go in peace this
who had heard my sermon. His message read, “As far as your
month, and we pray to be together soon (but not too soon…)
preaching, you have brought me hope.” Our messages these past weeks
are bringing people hope. Our community sharing on our Facebook
- Pastor Sharon

COOL/EDGE

(5th-7th /8th-12th Grade)

We will have a ZOOM meet up on May 3 at 5:30 pm. Look for the e-mail from Pastor Sharon
with the Meet Up information. We will check in with everyone, have a cereal supper together, and play a
little Kahoot! (if Pastor Sharon can figure out how to set it up). May 17 should be our next meeting. Let’s
see how things progress in opening back up to determine what that might look like. STAY Tuned for more
to come!

We have no further meetings scheduled for KICK at this time. If and when we may start gathering again, an outdoor gathering will be
planned. Stay tune for further details.

Stay Connected on Facebook with Elon Alive!
Have you joined our private Facebook group yet? It’s called Elon
Alive! and is invite only. If you have not received an invite and would like
to participate, please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have a Facebook account in
order to be involved. This is a great place, safe for the whole family, to
post pictures and interact with other members while we are social
distancing.
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UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE, NO VOLUNTEER SHELTER MEALS
WILL BE SERVED AT ALLIED CHURCHES.
SHELTER EMPLOYEES WILL BE HANDLING
MEALS UNTIL JUNE 1 AT THE EARLIEST.
PLEASE CHECK FUTURE ISSUES OF THE
TORCH FOR DEVELOPMENTS.

I know you are not here, but a picture
is below of the numbers that are left. So when
sending in your offering, could you spare a little
for our youth? We do not know the status of
National Youth Event at this point. I am sure
there are some tough decisions ahead, but if we
are not able to go, this money will be used for
another youth
adventure. Thank
you for your
support!

- Pastor
Sharon

Connie Martin
Howard Welborn
Richard Denault
Earl Vickers
Sheala Nicholson
Kirstie Doehler
Re Anderson
Bryn Covington
Will Stimpson

5/1
5/2
5/2
5/3
5/3
5/9
5/10
5/11
5/11

Kevin and Tanya Kline
5/10
Billy and Kathy Futch
5/11
Brian Gryniewski and Michelle Abelson 5/17
Jack and Janice Walker
5/18

Dan Kuhn
Catherine Goodwin
William Fisher
Dee Bragg
Carol Lehman
Heidi Danieley
Bob Martin
Nancy Wiley

5/12
5/14
5/19
5/21
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/26

Wayne and Caroline Holmes
Cody Morris and Fiamma Lujan
Josh and Monica Nicholson
Bill and Anita Davis

5/19
5/27
5/27
5/30

Kids Summer Camp Presented by

Trustworthy Babysitting
Our own nursery attendant, Priscilla Cotton, will be hosting
a summer camp at the church the week of August 17-21 for children
in grades K-5 from 7:30 am—5:30 pm. The cost is $80 per child
for the whole week! Contact Priscilla at 336-417-1329 to reserve your child’s spot today!

Farmers’ Market Update from Chanel
Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.

As the Farmers' Market Coordinator with Authentically Alamance, I am making
an effort to support the Alamance County local food economy. Currently, we are looking
toward opening the Elon Community Church market as a pre-order site location only on
Thursday, May 12 3 pm-6 pm and until further notice. The goal is that we will open the
traditional market with precautions before the beginning of the Summer. In order to
keep our community as safe as possible, we will be limiting the direct contact which
would derive from our traditional market. Our goal is that
customers would contact our vendors directly prior to the market
pickup days to pre-order and, if possible, prepay for products.
Follow Us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ECCFarmersMarket/
Please subscribe to the Authentically Alamance Mailing List to
stay up to date with the Market! Subscribe Here: http://eepurl.com/gmwoqn

The largest issue by far during this Pandemic of the exposure of hungry people. While we cannot solve the whole problem, we have
engaged with other churches and organizations to add a layer of help to the elderly and populations at risk in Alamance County. Let me explain
what is happening and how you can help:
· In concert with other groups, we are now using our kitchen in the Community Life Center to prepare
300 meals, being distributed among 100 people each week. We are practicing all safety guidelines and
making sure the food is safely prepared and packaged for immediate delivery. Chris Gregory is our
coordinator and has had major experience preparing meals and events. Bob Martin was a restaurant
owner and knows large food preparation management as we witnessed with Cooks for Books, Cooks for
Kids, and events at the church. They are using every guideline possible and they are doing a great job!
· Rev. Dan Kuhn, Connie Martin, and Madison Gregory are assisting. They are not all there at the same
time, but even if they did, that totals 5 people, safely within the guidelines requested. When time comes
for the delivery, the packaged meals are delivered in the parking lot to vehicles that deliver the food directly. There are 3 meals provided for
100 deliveries adding to a goal 1500 meals per week. The rest of the meals are coming from other church kitchens and volunteers.
· We are asking you to help in two ways: First, and thank you to those who have done so already, you can make online contributions to “Feed
the Hungry” on our website, or mail a check as many of you are already doing for your regular giving to PO Box 625, Elon NC 27244. In
the Memo line of your check, write “Feed the Hungry.” Surprisingly, with the help of many, these meals are being done for super cheap and
people are getting healthy, balanced meals!
· Second, Chris and Bob are asking for 100 desserts a week, individually packaged in no larger than sandwich bags, that can be made in your
homes or purchased and packaged by you. YOU MUST CONTACT BOB MARTIN AT 336-512-9859. IF YOU WISH HELP. We want you to prepare
these foods as safely as possible and your greatest concern will be protecting those we donate the food to. Once completed, you will make an
appointment to deliver these goodies in a CONTACTLESS way. Bob will inform you how and as always we are not encouraging people to come
into the building. By helping us stay safe we can provide good variety of meals to those most in need at this time!
In addition to this new program of necessity, our back pack program continues to provide food for school children from Elon Elementary
through the end of the scheduled school year. Other than these two programs, only staff is using the building. We encourage you to be in contact
online, through the mail, and phone calls. We are going to try to keep our spirits up, our love to continue and we as always will find a way to
BE THE CHURCH. Thanks to you all!

Mailed: 4/28/2020

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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