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THE KING WHO CAME LOOKING FOR US
The story of the Magi (Wise Men) coming to see Jesus and offering Him gifts is one that has been recounted every
year. In fact, it is part of what the reason for the Epiphany season is all about. Yet there are some misunderstandings

The first truth is this: The Wise Men did NOT arrive immediately after the infant Jesus had been born. For some,
the only recorded record of
the Wise Men
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi
from
We saw his
star when it rose and have come to worship him.
Where were these men from and how would they have possibly known about the Star of Bethlehem? In 586 B.C., a
young man by the name of Daniel was taken into captivity in Babylon. Daniel was a just and devout Jewish man.
Although he was young, he had been taught about all the Jews believed including the appearance of a star.
Numbers 24:17 tells us, I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter
will rise out of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of all the people of Sheth.
taught those among the wise men of Babylon who would listen about this prophecy.
Second: The Wise Men did not come to the manger to see Jesus.
On coming
to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him
2:11).
The picture of the shepherd and Wise Men being at the stable is not factual. They came to a house, not a stable.
Third: The time between the birth of Jesus and the appearance of the Magi in Jerusalem was a significant amount
of time. Notice
they saw the child
describe an infant from a toddler. The word here is PAIDOS meaning a walking and talking child, two years old and
up. This is consistent with what we discover next.
Fourth: How long had it been since the Star appeared?
Then Herod called
the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. . . . When Herod realized that he
had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity
who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi
The star had appeared two years before. Herod slaughtered all baby boys aged two and under.

a manger and the shepherds did come. They were the first. The family stayed in Bethlehem for a time, and it was in
a house where the Wise Men came to worship the newborn King.

redeems us from an aimless wandering in this life. Our lives are transformed forever by His cross and empty tomb.
ward. We are experiencing it right now,
and will have an even fuller understanding one day of what He has done for us. Live as His redeemed son or daughter
of God now. Remember that he came looking for us! Pastor Anderson
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Dear Members of Grace
YOU SURPRISED ME!
but you sure did it. I would like to thank you so much for the Christmas

Serving you as your pastor is my greatest joy. I look forward to what 2022 and beyond holds in
store for this congregation.

Pastor Mark B. Anderson
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COVID-19: What Has Changed
You can gather indoors with fully vaccinated people with a mask.
You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people from one other household (for example, visiting
with relatives who all live together) without masks, unless any of those people or anyone they live
with has an increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19.
-19, you do not need to stay away from others or get
tested unless you have symptoms.
o However, if you live in a group setting (like a correctional or detention facility or group home)
and are around someone who has COVID-19, you should still stay away from others for 14 days
e symptoms.

You should still take steps to protect yourself and others in many situations, like wearing a mask,
staying at least 6 feet apart from others, and avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces. Take these
precautions whenever you are:
o In public
o Gathering with unvaccinated people from more than one other household
o Visiting with an unvaccinated person who is at increased risk of severe illness or death from
COVID-19 or who lives with a person at increased risk
You should still avoid medium or large-sized gatherings, especially inside.
requirements and recommendations.
You should still watch out for symptoms of COVID-19
is sick. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should get tested and stay home and away from others.
You will still need to follow guidance at your workplace.
This is a time to safeguard your health and others.
This is not over yet.
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None in January
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ELDERS
MEETING
6:30 PM

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
17
9:00 HS Sunday
School
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

18

19

20

21

22

27

28

29

2
9:00 HS Sunday
School
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

9
9:00 HS Sunday
School
10:00 Worship Service
of the 3 Little
Installation of Officers

CHURCH
COUNCIL
6:30 PM
PM

Up To The Future
23
9:00 HS Sunday
School
10:00 Worship Service

24

__________
______
______________ 31

30

9:00 HS Sunday
School
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

Up To Kingdom

25

26
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n all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord
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