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The 1900 Storm: Tragedy and Triumph
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Courtesy of Rosenberg Library
One night of terror became 
a lasting part of Galveston's identity
By HEIDI LUTZ
The Daily News
A Galveston Daily News reporter in 1900 said the story of the Sept. 8, 1900, hurricane could never truly be written.
Linda Macdonald's grandfather said nothing could ever make him forget the sounds of that night. 
And for many, no words could ever be spoken again about the deadly hurricane that reshaped the Gulf Coast forever.
As Galvestonians and the rest of the country mark the centennial of the deadliest hurricane in U.S. history, its story continues to linger in the minds of virtually everyone who lives along a coast. It is the reminder of what can happen when the winds blow and the tides rise along the hurricane-prone coasts of America.
Its tale of death, devastation and eventual recovery is close to the hearts of Galvestonians. And as its centennial anniversary comes and goes, and its stories are passed on again, the 1900 Storm will become part of the history of another generation. 
'The storm'
For locals, any reference to "the storm" is obvious. If someone says a house survived the storm, there is no doubt it predates Sept. 8, 1900.
If people say they had family who died or survived the storm, there is no doubt that they are referring to a family history that goes back more than 100 years.
For in Galveston, "the storm" always refers to the hurricane that tore across Galveston on Sept. 8, 1900, and left the city in ruins.
Those who managed, either by sheer luck or the grace of God, to survive the storm faced the challenge of moving forward.
In his memoirs, meteorologist Isaac Cline referred to the morning after the storm as "a most beautiful day."
It was indeed a sunny, warm day, the kind of day people came to Galveston for at the turn of the century. But few visitors would walk the sandy shores for months after the infamous hurricane.
Instead, bodies of the dead that were improperly buried at sea washed ashore on those beaches, leaving even more treacherous work for the cleanup crews.
The storm left behind a legacy that extends across the country. As families moved from the island, they carried with them the story of that night. 
Remembering the 1900 Storm ... 
On September 8, 1900, a hurricane struck Galveston. Winds estimated at 140 mph swept over the island, leaving devastation in their wake. After the storm surge of 15.7 feet subsided, Galvestonians left their shelters to find 6,000 of the city's 37,000 residents dead and more than 3,600 buildings totally destroyed. 
The 1900 Storm is still considered to be the deadliest natural disaster in U.S. history. After the storm, Galveston constructed a seawall and raised the grade of the island to protect it from future hurricanes. 
Facts about the 1900 Storm: 
• 8.7 feet: The highest elevation on Galveston Island in 1900. 
• 15.7 feet: The height of the storm surge. 
• 28.55 inches: Barometric pressure recorded in Galveston, 30 miles from where the eye of the storm is best estimated. At the time, this was the lowest barometric pressure ever recorded. 

• 6,000 to 8,000: Number of people estimated to have died during the storm. 

• 37,000 people: Population of Galveston in 1900. 
• 3,600: Number of buildings destroyed by the storm. 

• 130 to 140 miles per hour: Speed meteorologists estimate the winds reached during the storm.
• $20 million: Estimated damage costs related to the storm. In today's dollars, that would be more than $700 million.
The 1900 Storm
Read the article “The 1900 Storm” and complete the following exercises to help you understand what you have read.
Vocabulary

	Word Bank

Hurricane   Tides   Infamous   Legacy   Meteorologist



Fill in the blank with the most appropriate choice from the word bank.  Each word will be used only once.
1) A ___________ is a severe tropical storm with wind speeds above 74 mph.

2) Something handed down from an ancestor or a predecessor or from the past is a ____________.

3) Someone who studies and forecasts weather is a _____________.

4) An ___________ person has a bad or notorious reputation.

5) When the ocean surface levels change that means the ________ are rising and falling.

Insert the vocabulary word that best fits or describes the group of words.

	Throwback

Tradition

Birthright
	Storm

Cyclone

Monsoon
	Weatherman

Scientist

Storm chaser

___________
	Monstrous

Nefarious

Vile
	Ocean 

Wave

Sea level

_________


Patterns Guide for 
“The 1900 Storm”

Put a “C” next to the items that are causes of the 1900 Hurricane disaster and an “E” next to the items that were effects of the Hurricane.

____ 1) The highest elevation on Galveston Island of 8.7 feet in 1900 with 15.7 foot storm surge.

____ 2) 6,000 – 8,000 people died during the storm.

____ 3) 130- 140 mph winds

____ 4) 3,600 buildings totally destroyed

____ 5) No Doppler Radar to see the storm coming

Put a check beside each statement that expresses an idea that can be supported by the Text and by your prior knowledge.

____ 1) The 1900 storm was one of the most destructive 

   hurricanes to ever hit the US.

____ 2) Those who don’t learn from History are Doomed to repeat it.

____ 3) Curiosity killed the cat.

____ 4) Many lives and buildings were destroyed by the storm.

____ 5) Buildings that survived the storm were well built.

____ 6) Galveston is a popular tourist attraction despite its dangerous location.
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