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GENEROUS HEARTS
October is such a beautiful time of year here in Michigan. Whenever I see the brilliant colors that surround me in
the natural world, I find myself standing in awe of the cosmic painter who created it. This always reminds me of how
amazing God is and how fortunate I am to be alive to experience the beauty and wonder of our planet!
In moments like these, gratitude seems to spring forth
from my being, and I want to praise and thank God for all of the blessings
that I often take for granted. When I start to think about all the things in my
life that I am thankful for, I begin to ask, how can I return the favor? I realize
how much God has given me and I want to give something back to say
“THANK YOU.”
Now I can’t invite God over for a home cooked meal or drop off a nice
box of chocolates and a bottle of wine at God’s house — so what am I to do?
The answer soon reveals itself. Share the things that God has given me with
others: my skills, knowledge, talents, faith, joy, time, compassion and resources. The question then becomes, how much should I share?
This is a conversation that each of us has to have with God. If we pursue
this prayer we discover a fundamental truth: that all of us have been created
in the image and likeness of our generous God who gives lavishly and unconditionally. Deep down in all of us lies the need to be such a giver for that
is the way God made us. This generous way of life beckons us.
Please join me in asking God these tough questions so that each of us may
discern how we may more fully share our time, talent and treasure within
our faith community so we may join in God’s mission here on earth. It all
begins with a thankful heart. What are you thankful for?
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Fall Festival Fun for All
Cold air may have kept the crowds away on
September 12 but there were warm hearts everywhere!
Our third annual Fall Festival on September
12 featured twenty-two independent crafters
who displayed their wares to a cadre of interested shoppers. Great deals abounded and our
local artists were gracious in donating some of
their merchandise for the silent auction that overall had 41 gift baskets to choose from.
(photos and story continued on page 2)

OCTOber evenTs:
sunday, October 4 & 19
Men’s Group Breakfasts 9:30 am
sunday, Oct. 4 Blessing of Animals
1 pm
saturday, Oct. 10 Casino Trip
10 am departure / 5 pm arrival
sunday, Oct. 11 Freezer & Fridge
Fundraiser Luncheon
11:30 am
sunday, Oct. 11 Vestry Meeting
12 pm
saturday, Oct. 16 Trunk or Treat
6:30-7:30 pm
sunday, Oct. 25 Outreach Meeting
12 pm

St. John’s Rummage Sale!
Thursday, Oct 1 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Friday, Oct. 2 9 am - 3pm
*sat. Oct 3 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
*1⁄2 Off or $5 per bag
Partial proceeds to
Outreach Mission Projects
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Book Drive Report
By Sharon Scott
At the end of summer St John's participated in a book drive for Jefferson Barns
children library. The newly renovated elementary school named after President Jefferson and the late Justine Barns a former city council member and a State representative from Westland. Justine was a very good friend of Ted and me for many years.
St John's contributed about 50 children's books to the children's library. I want to
thank Jim and Sande Godbout for delivering the books and Wayne County Community
College for giving us many new children's books.

Being a Christian is Like Being a Pumpkin!
Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin. God lifts you up, takes you in, and washes all the dirt off
of you. He opens you up, touches you deep inside and scoops out all the yucky stuff — including
the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, and envy. Then he carves you a new smiling face and puts his light
inside you to shine for all the world to see.
-Author Unknown

Fall Festival Fundraiser continued
Nachos, brats and pizza were big sellers and the baked goods provided
by the McKinley Preschool pleased the sweet tooth in all of us.
Wayne County Commissioner Richard LeBlanc was on hand to judge
our customized car show and he awarded three trophies to the winners.
Our children enjoyed the bouncy house, crafts and face painting while
adults sang and danced to the music provided by rock and country live
bands and Benny Spears (of Benny and the Jets).
Thanks to the committee, everyone who contributed, volunteered and
attended! In addition to the fun and community building we even made a
profit of $4,000!
Thanks to Grace
Kowalski and friends
who kept the kids
Here is your chance to provide flowers for our
(and themselves!)
Sunday worship. You may arrange flowers
entertained.
from your yard or bring them from a florist to
adorn our chancel space. Flowers may be
Thanks to the crew that helped make
given in honor of a birthday, anniversary speeverything flow smoothly outside!
cial occasion or in memory of a loved one. We
will print this information
in our Sunday bulletin.
For more information or
to place a request for a
date, please contact our
parish office.

Flowers for Worship
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We are featuring this monthly article that will highlight a St. John’s
parishioner sharing an experience of a miracle in her/his life. We as
Christians believe that God is active in the world and through our lens
of faith we see miracles happen all the time. Please consider sharing one
of your miracle stories with us. It may be a simple, ordinary event or
something more involved, but it is meant to encourage all of us.

This month’s Miracle Story is submitted by Mary Anne Ford
Monday morning I rolled out of bed with yet another sciatica attack so I was in lots of pain and very limited as to
what I could do – no lifting, pushing, bending, etc. Wednesday afternoon as I lay enjoying my book and the heating
pad on my back, it started to pour, a steady hard rain. I thought I heard a moan from outside so I looked out the window.
Nothing!
Back to the book only to stop when I again heard a moan. This time I checked the view from three different windows.
Nothing but rain! Had to sit down again because I was in great discomfort. Another moan! I checked yet again and
saw a white head. I did not see him before because his head was down but now I saw that it was my neighbor.
I ran as best as I could, grabbed my waterproof tablecloth off the table and out the door. My neighbor has no legs
and uses a regular wheelchair. He just returned from the hospital on Sunday so he was very weak, but he loved to go
out and talk to his friends. Bill hung his head and mumbled that he was glad I had heard him. He admitted he should
not have gone out. Now he was too weak to get up his tiered ramp. He asked that I push him.
At that point I imagined two people, Bill and his neighbor waiting for an ambulance because there was no way I
could push him without hurting myself. He asked again so with a quick prayer to God, I told him to grab the rails on
the count of three and I would push.
I pushed and the chair seemed to fly up to the first platform and then up the ramp and over the deck. I got the door
open and pushed my soaked friend into his house. Not once did I feel his weight and I did not hurt myself. We took
off the tablecloth that I had draped over his head and removed his soaked shirt as well. Lots of towels were needed to
soak up the water on his chair. I wrapped the blanket from his bed around him to keep him warm because he was
shaking badly.
I asked him about his aide and his wife and he said they had gone grocery shopping. They returned about ten minutes
later. I didn’t say anything at first because he was so ashamed of himself. Only after he died did I tell his daughter.
Returning home soaked, I changed and finally sat down only then did I realize what had happened. I should not
have heard him moaning and it was only with God’s help that I was able to push him up that ramp and didn’t hurt myself. Two days later, Bill took a turn for the worst and died within the week. Who says miracles don’t happen?

November is Our Season of Giving
What is
Stewardship?
Stewardship is about being grateful, responsible stewards of the gifts we
receive from God. The tradition of giving back to God and to the church
comes from the Biblical practice of “tithing,” which means to give back
a tenth of our earnings to God (Numbers 18:26). The Episcopal Church
sees stewardship as more than simply contributing money to the church;
it’s also about contributing time and talents, and volunteering for ministry
and mission. It’s about reaching out to build relationships from a perspective of abundance instead of scarcity.

blessing of the Animals
Please join us on Sunday, October 4th at
1:00 pm for our annual blessing of animals.
We will meet on the lawn in front of the
church. All pets are welcome!
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Have you ever wondered how hymns, choir music or organ music
are
selected for our services? It is not a simple process! There are
By Dana Hull
basic aids that assist your organist in keeping along with liturgical
practice: the Bible, the Book of Common Prayer, a Liturgical Desk Calendar, the Episcopal Musicians Handbook, the 1982 Hymnal
and Lift Every Voice and Sing.
The Episcopal Musicians Handbook lists the readings of each Sunday along with a list of appropriate hymns. After deciding on
hymns, music is selected that goes with them, or at least one of them. Sometimes the psalm for the day is a guide for a hymn or
choir anthem. For example, on September 13th the Processional Hymn, “The Spacious Firmament on High” followed the thought
of Psalm 19, “The Heavens Declare the Glory of God”.
On September 6th, the choir participated in the service, beginning with the processional. Because they had not sung since Trinity
Sunday and had not rehearsed since then, they did not sing an offertory anthem that day instead there was an offertory solo by
Cheryl Montgomery. On September 27th the prelude “If the Lord had not been on our Side” was based on the psalm for that day.
Looking ahead to one of the October Sundays, the 25th, the choir will sing “O Taste and See”, a paraphrase of Psalm 34. It can
be found on page 154 in Lift Every Voice and Sing, in case anyone would like to follow the text as we sing.
We do need more choir members. Not much is required: we meet on Sunday at 10:00 to review the music for that day and after
the service we rehearse for about 45 minutes. See the organist if you would like to join our choir!

Ø Music News Ø
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Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome
Sunday Services
8:30 am

Holy Eucharist
Worship through the spoken word

St. John’s Episcopal Church
StAFF

10:30 am

Holy Eucharist
Service with music and choir
Coffee Hour follows the 10:30 am service.

Weekday Worship - Tuesdays
11:30 am
12 noon

Rosary
Holy Eucharist

Weekday Worship - Wednesdays
10:30 am
11:30 am

Bible Study
Holy Eucharist with healing

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm

Bible Study

rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com
charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnswestland@gmail.com
Dana hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons
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