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First Annual Dark Skies Festival to be held Dec. 14-15 in
Cook County
Head north to celebrate some of the
nation’s darkest skies on December 1415. The Dark Sky Festival is the first
annual celebration of its kind in the
Arrowhead Region, and it will feature
presentations from Minnesota’s Dark Sky
experts.
University of Minnesota - Duluth
Faculty Administrator Joel Halvorson,
faculty researcher Jim Rock, and their
students will bring back the traveling
planetarium that visited Cook County in
August. They will make stops at area
schools before putting on public presentations over the weekend.
On Friday, December 14, starting at
5:00 p.m., visitors can head to Voyageur
Brewing Company, where the GeoDome
will be set up until 9:00 p.m.
Halvorson will address such topics as
Traveling the Cosmos, uncovering the
Dark Secrets of Dark Matter, and the
50th anniversary of the iconic Earthrise
photo--our planet’s first selfie. There will
be telescopes set up outside to view the
night sky during the famous winter
Geminids Meteor Shower, which will be
at peak during the festival.
On Saturday, there will be a night
packed full of presentations at North
House Folk School in Grand Marais.
From 5:00-6:30 p.m. Cook County
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photographers Travis Novitsky and
Bryan Hansel will have a friendly duel of
nightscape images.
Novitsky and Hansel are the two most
experienced night sky photographers in
the Midwest. They'll also talk about why
they love night sky photography and
what drives them to travel the lonely,
dark roads of Cook County in the middle
of the night while sharing images from
their night sky adventures. This will be
one of the most unforgettable presentations of the year and you don’t want to
miss it.
At 6:30 p.m., Jim Rock will talk about

Native Skies: the stars and indigenous
people.
Halvorson and Rock have a unique and
expansive presentation that allows viewers to learn about the stars in ways
they’ve never imagined. After the presentations, there will be a community bonfire outside of North House for more
stargazing and s’mores, weather permitting.
Everyone is then invited to Voyageur
Brewing for more time with Halvorson
and his students in the GeoDome, which
will be available to the public until the
brewery closes at 10:00 p.m.

On thin ice – teach kids the dangers of ice
MN DNR

Now is the time to talk with
kids about the dangers of ice.
Ice thickness varies greatly on
lakes, ponds and rivers
throughout the state. Some
water bodies have none, while
others have several inches,
according to the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources.
“Ice, especially early ice
with snow cover, is extremely
deceptive because you can’t
see dangerous cracks or the
thickness of the ice under the
snow,” said DNR Conservation Officer Adam Block.
“Parents need to teach their
kids that ice is never 100
percent safe. If your child is
near the ice, you should be
near your child.”
With many children out of
school for holiday breaks,
they may look toward newly
forming ice for entertainment.
“In addition to checking

conditions locally and being
prepared with an ice safety
kit, anyone recreating on ice
should be wearing a life jacket
or float coat,” said Lisa
Dugan, DNR recreation safety
outreach coordinator. “A life
jacket is the one piece of
equipment that increases your
odds of not drowning from
cold water shock, hypothermia or exhaustion should you
fall through the ice.”
Ice safety guidelines
No ice can ever be considered
“safe ice,” but following these
guidelines can help minimize
the risk:
• Always wear a life jacket
on the ice (except when in a
vehicle).
• Children should never be
unsupervised around ice.
• Caution children to stay
off ponds, streams, and
other bodies of
water.
• A thin coating of ice on a
pond or lake does not mean
it is safe.

• Check ice thickness at
regular intervals – conditions
can change
quickly.
• Before heading out, inquire
about conditions and known
hazards
with local experts.
• Avoid channels and rivers.
The minimum ice thickness
guidelines for new, clear ice
are:
• 4 inches for ice fishing or

other activities on foot.
• 5-7 inches for a snowmobile or all-terrain vehicle.
• 8-12 inches for a car or
small pickup.
• 12-15 inches for a medium
truck.
• Double these minimums
for white or ice covered
with heavy snow.
For more information, visit
mndnr.gov/icesafety and
mndnr.gov/boatingsafety.
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