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Read this first

The examples I have used in this booklet to illustrate ineffective
writing come from various sources: local newspapers, locally pub-
lished books and copy that I have been given to edit. If you recog-
nize anything here that you wrote, don’t be angry or offended. I
usually selected examples from writers who are generally excellent
and whose occasional slips therefore stood out all the more.

I have used a technique of dividing the page in two to compare
a piece of ineffective writing with a picce of effective writing. The

piece on the left is the original version, and that on the right is what
[ consider to be an improved, more effective version.
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