TRINITY TOPICS JANUARY 2018
Warden's World
If you have attended worship service the last two weeks, this message will be some old news to
you. However, perhaps I can provide a little more clarity. Our permanent pastoral presence,
Reverend Nancy, will be retiring from her position as Chaplain at Mercy Hospital in Urbana on
December 31, 2017. This provides her with the opportunity to pursue two desires. One, some
free time and relaxation; two, more time to spend with us in Troy.
The first week of the year will allow some number one. Then Nancy, in addition to being our
regular and permanent presence on Sunday, will be providing Trinity with sixteen (16) hours a
week of pastoral duties. The exact breakdown of days and hours are still to be determined.
However, once a schedule is available the Parish will be advised.
The focus of Rev. Nancy’s additional time will be to enhance Trinity’s position in the community
and make our story known. She will be out and about learning Troy’s many avenues of mission
and service and to see if and where Trinity could plug in. This will involve speaking to the
leaders or directors of various not-for-profits, schools, governments, prisons or being available to
interact in coffee shops. Trinity members have been extremely active in Troy and its success for
over 150 years. Unfortunately, our presence, while still large, does not receive the attention it
deserves. A little marketing could help.
We are told from most experts that a new priest, programs or activities should not be focused on
growth. I would agree. There is nothing wrong with being a Great Small Church. However,
anyone with even a little knowledge of mortality tables can attest that when a clear majority of
an entity buys their dinners from the seniors’ menu at Bob Evans, the long-term prospects are
not good. This is not only a Trinity issue but is reality and needs addressed.
Reverend Nancy, Wardens, and Vestry have been giving much thought and prayers to this
reality. There is not currently a definite answer, but we believe that a positive and energetic
priestly presence representing Trinity is a good start. The extra hours will also provide the
opportunity to enhance our pastoral presence to our current parishioners as well. Nancy will be
our liturgical expert and chair the Worship Committee. She will address the various training
requirements through that role.
Most of the lay lead activities such as Building & Grounds, Finance, Fellowship and Administration
will continue as currently structured. The Ecclesiastical Authority will remain with the Senior
Warden.
Trinity is a good strong Parish. The addition of Reverend Nancy will be to augment our already
successful activities and programs. We do not envision a return to a Priest oriented and directed
model. Reverend Nancy possesses numerous strong talents and attributes, most obvious is her
enthusiastic love of God and us. She will be allowed to bring those to the forefront and not be
burdened by activities that laity has proven capable of handling. Please provide her all the
support you can manage.
Peace,
Jim

A WORD FROM REV. NANCY
As together we learn to trust God enough that we can be bring our true selves - the people we are, not
the people we are not - to God.
"You are who God wants you to be. God loves you as your are -- not as you might be or could be. God
loves you because you are who you are, for God is making you who you are. When you know this, you
have accepted the most intimate relationship with God that a busy life allows, a relationship that fills all
things." from -- Joseph A. Tetlow, SJ Making Choices in Christ
This is one of the most difficult parts of our faith journey: understanding the depths to which we are
loved by God. The only honest suggestion I can give to grasp this concept deep in your bones is this:
show up and spend time with God.
Nothing is more importation or foundational than our understanding of God's love for us. It 's the
foundation on which the rest of our understanding of God is based.

To My Parish Family,
I am looking forward to the blessings of being together.
I am anxious to start the transition and this new journey.
I give thanks and celebrate the progress we've made,
and know that together we will continue
to grow in this coming year.
~~ Rev. Nancy
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Rev. Nancy's Contact Information:
Church Email: rectortec@trinitytroyohio.org
Personal Email: NHardin62@gmail
Cell Phone:
Home phone:

937-232-1587
937-652-1587

NEWS TO KNOW

January Birthdays and Anniversaries
Dan Swank (1/1), Alan Kappers (1/4), Wiley Smith 1/9)
Caroline Rice (1/9), Addison Plessinger (1/27),
Winnie Hackworth (1/29), Carole Van Osdol (1/30), Kathryn Cade (1/31)

Annual Meeting, January 28, 2018
Accomplishments in 2017. Updates on repairs to our buildings. Special events we held in 2017.
Financial outlook. Outreach given to our community this past year. Update on the work of the
Torrence Fund. The outlook for Trinity in 2018. These are just a few areas of news that will be
presented at our Annual Meeting to be held on Sunday, January 28 following the 10:30 service.
This is also a time for YOU to get involved: To tell your priest and vestry what your needs are,
what your hopes are for Trinity in the coming years, what we can do better, and how you could
serve even in a small way. We have an older congregation. What can we do to bring God's love
and caring to all who cannot attend? How can we help those whose mobility is diminished?
Bishop Breidenthal has also charged all congregations in the Diocese of Southern Ohio to reach out
to their communities. We are gathering information on how we can better serve our community.
Input and ideas are greatly appreciated to continue our mission that Trinity Is At Work in Our
Community.
How can you support and help our priest, leaders, and committees who work tirelessly? People are
needed to help with Fellowship, Outreach, Building & Grounds. The Wardens would welcome anyone
who would like to be on Vestry to take an even more active role. Just let Rev. Nancy, Jim, Dave, or
a vestry member know that you would like to serve.
AND . . .
As Jim reported in Wardens World, beginning in January Rev. Nancy will be our priest on a
part time basis. She will be in the office and in the community after January 7th. Her church
office email will be rectortec@trinitytroyohio.org. Let her know your hopes and dreams for Trinity,
any needs you may have, or just to say "Welcome"!
CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN AND JACKIE TROMBLEY
WHO WERE MARRIED AT TRINITY ON DECEMBER 9.

More pictures on next page.
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NEWS TO KNOW

John and Jackie's Wedding, Dec. 9

Pictures by
Chester Howes
and Mary Deisman

Greening of the Church and Chili Lunch, December 17
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NEWS TO KNOW
SUNDAY SERVICE INFORMATION TO KNOW
FOR THE WINTER MONTHS . . . .
Beginning in January and going through March we will have only the 10:30 am
worship service. This is taking into consideration safety for driving and walking for
our 8:15 am members and for Rev. Nancy who will be travelling from Urbana.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31:
Rev. Nancy will led a service of Lessons and Carols.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7:
First Sunday after Epiphany and the Baptism of Lord Jesus
Christ.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28:
Annual Meeting following the service. Lunch will be
provided.
Please have all reports for the Annual Meeting in to the
office no later than January 22.

Have you seen all of these birds?
Can you name them?

THE TRAVELS OF DAN AND JOAN
Joan and Dan Swank thank you for your Blessings the last Sunday they attended in Nov. Once again Joan
is doing a Blog of their time out of the country.
Feel free to check in on them ( or not! )
The Blog address is: http://reinspirementsquared.blogspot.com/
There have been 2 chapters to date. Both are about reconnecting in Alvor, Portugal where they lived
Winter/ Spring 2016
You can make a note of this address and just click on it periodically. Joan updates it, but not at regular
intervals.
If you want to be included when she sends out quick email reminders informing Blog Readers the Blog has
been updated-- let her or Dan know at jrobertsswank@gmail.com OR dan544@gmail.com OR just check
into the Blog address above now and then.
Will probably not be any updates Mid-January thru Mid- February due to the nature of the schedule.
They read Trinity Topics and love to keep in touch with you and what is going on.
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ON THE CALENDAR WEEKLY
SUNDAY WORSHIP:
Dec. 31

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
WE HAD LESSONS AND CAROLS

Jan. 7

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

Jan. 14

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

Jan. 21

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

Jan. 28

9:15 am
10:30 am

SUNDAY FORUM
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II

7:00 pm

CELTIC EVENING PRAYER
A quiet time of reflection is just what you need in the middle of the
week. Following the service we gather in fellowship for conversation,
wine, and cheese in the Parish Hall.

WEDNESDAYS:

Sundays:
Thursdays:

3:00 pm
6:00 pm

N3W G3N3RATION Service in the PH
N3W G3N3RATION Service

ON THE CALENDAR MONTHLY
Jan. 4

4:30 pm - Torrence Medical Fund

Jan. 7

(First Sunday of each the month)
Healing Prayers follow Communion
Loose Plate Offering designated for the Discretionary Fund. Donations
accepted any time: CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO: TRINITY CLERGY
DISCRETIONARY FUND. (There is a separate account in which the funds are deposited.)

Jan. 8

(Second Monday of each month in the WL)
10:30 am - Building and Grounds Meeting
7:00 pm - Vestry Meeting

Jan. 10

(Second Wednesday in January)
6-9:00 pm — Pranic Healing Clinic in the Education Building. Call Marina Shaw
(937-492-0407) for more information.

Jan. 11

1:00 pm - Fellowship Committee Meeting

Jan. 14

12:00 pm

Jan. 15

5:00 pm Twilight Quilters — open to all.

Worship Committee Meeting

The Rev. Nancy Howard Hardin:
Email: rectortec@trinitytroyohio.org
Office: E-mail: trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
Phone: 937-335-7747
Office hours: Monday—Friday: 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Website: www.trinitytroyohio.org
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