
 

Ron Elliott at the Vicksburg, MS  
Civil War battlefield. 

Calvin, 
Elizabeth 
and Charlie 
Burnett at 
Super Cycle 
on a 1962 
Topper with 
side car . 

Our feature club member of this quarter is Billy Tidwell.  Billy wrote his 
own article, and I thank you very much for that! 
     I am Billy J. Tidwell, born May 16, 1941 in Wadley, Al.  My dad was a 
farmer and I have spent many childhood hours in a tractor seat.  We later 
moved to Alexander City, home of Russell athletics, where I luckily fin-
ished high school and Benjamin Russell H.S.  That is where I met my wife 
to be, Jean Satterfield.  Jean would stop by the service station where I 
worked part time after school, wearing short shorts, buy $.50 worth of gas 
and want her windshield cleaned.  That was back in 1957. 
     I entered the Navy in 1958 and was assigned to the aircraft carrier        
U.S.S. Lexington where I first got involved as an Air Traffic Controller.  
The tour on the Lexington was very interesting, we were home ported in 
San Diego and visited Japan, the Philippines, and Hong Kong.  I left the 
Navy in 1962 and was later employed with the FAA as an Air Traffic Con-
troller.  With the FAA, we lived in Atlanta, Springfield, VA., Atlantic 
City, NJ., Alexandria, VA., and Memphis, TN.  While in Atlantic City, I 
attended Stockton College with a degree in computer science.  I retired in 
2000 and we have now moved to beautiful Lake Martin in Jacksons Gap, 
AL.   
     I first became interested in motorcycles during high school while work-
ing part time at a service station and the owners son always had a Harley.  
It was 1957  and I had talked  my folks into letting me buy a 1953 Harley 
74.  But before I was able to buy it, a friend wrecked on his Harley and 
was killed thus ending all hopes of me buying a motorcycle. 
     The urge for a motorcycle lingered on over the years while busy raising 
a family and keeping the career on tract.  It was in 1973  when I saw an ad 
in the paper about this mint 1970 Triumph Bonneville.  I carefully ex-
plained to Jean all the advantages of owning a motorcycle.  We went over 
and took a look at it, sat on it, and bought it.  The deal was, since this was 
my first motorcycle and I had never driven one, the owner would deliver to 
our house.  I wish that I had kept the ‘70 Bonneville but it was replaced 
with a Norton. 
     In 1985 while living in the Memphis area, we saw an article in the 
newspaper about the Confederate Chapter hosting a Road Run from the 
Holiday Inn.  So we rode the Norton over late one afternoon hoping to see 
some of the old motorcycle.  We were amazed when we saw all the old 
bikes and everyone seemed to be having such a good time.  We didn’t    
realize it at the time, but you know the story, we were hooked.  We were 
accepted by the Confederate Chapter and also joined the AMCA.  Now we 
had stumbled into a problem, we didn’t have a motorcycle that was 35 
years old. 



But you know how motorcycle buddies are; they want to help you out 
when they can.  Fleming and Mary, Peter and Dossie, Lee, Calvin, Clark 
and Robert suggested that we might find something at the Davenport 
meet.  We thought, what kind of motorcycle could you possible find in 
Davenport, IA.  Can you tell by now  that we were rookies?  Jean stashed 
all of our money and we were off to Davenport.  You can imagine some 
of our thoughts as we strolled around the fairgrounds on Friday and Satur-
day.  Anyway Jean bought herself a ‘46 Triumph so now I still didn’t 
have an antique bike, but now I  have an antique bike, but now I had some 
leverage. 
     Over the years, we managed to pick up a few old bikes, mostly British 
and have attended the Eustis and Davenport meets and have especially 
enjoyed attending many National Road Run.  We enjoy riding the 1958 
Arial on them because it is so easy to manage.  Our pride and joy are the 
two old Indians which we purchased from Fleming and Mary.  We have-
n’t entered many bikes for judging, they all leak, but we did manage a 
“Most Unique” and “Junior First”  one year in Davenport.  We still have 
the 1975 Norton which we bought new and considerate it our late model.   
I would like to have a late Harley Knucklehead for our next bike.  I like 
the 35 year rule for AMCA eligibility, I certainly wouldn’t want it to 
change to 25 years.  Could you imagine going to a National Road Run 
and everyone showing up on 25 year old bike!? 
     Jeanie and I have not been on the antique scene much for the last cou-
ple of years, but we are looking forward to getting back into it and seeing 
all you folks again that ride those old motorcycles. 
 
 
 

CONFEDERATE CHAPTER ROAD RUN PHOTO 
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I wasn’t there, so I couldn’t write an article, but Shack and Lew took some good pictures. 

 Satisfactory Service Since 1914 

MEMPHIS PLATING WORKS 
682 Madison Ave.    Memphis, TN 38103 

901-526-3051 
Specializing in Chrome removal, Polishing Aluminum and Stainless 

Steel back to ANTIQUE Specifications 
GOLD –  SILVER – NICKEL – COOPER – BRASS – CHROMIUM 

REPAIRS AND REFINISHING 
Rodney Teeters – Owner 

 

SUPER CYCLE 
620 S. Bellevue    Memphis, TN 38104 

901-725-5991   fax 901-274-1125 
H-D mechanic on duty 
Wheels laced and trued 

In-house paint by Lew Elliott 
10% to 30% off Tedd V-Twin orders to AMCA members 

Major credit cards accepted 
Ship UPS daily 

Established 1971 



Immortalize our 
motorcycle with 
a  custom made 
stained glass   
replica.  Other 
custom stained 
glass available 
also.    Contact 
Tina Elliott 

901-409-5983 

www.memphisfinancialplanners.com 

Advertisement Policy 
Business card size- $15.00 an issue or $50.00 a year (4 issues) 
1/3 page- $20.00 an issue or $75.00 a year (4 issues) 
The Rusty Rebel is mailed to all 50 Confederate Chapter mem-
bers and 41 AMCA chapter in the US and overseas, and to all the 
AMCA National Officials.  15% discount for Confederate Chap-
ter members. 
Contact Tina    901-725-0066  or TinaDolores@AOL.com 
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 Ed Dacus on his 1946 Chief 
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Columbia 
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For Sale:  1948 Indian Model  384   Winner’s Circle 98 3/4 
points, 1175  miles on restoration.     $24,000.00  Firm       
Contact former Chief Judge, Peter Heintz    901-756-5701  


