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Spirituality and Money
Most Episcopalians do not like to talk about money, especially their own. When this topic comes up we tend to
downplay or change the subject. I have even known people who thought that the church should not talk about
this topic even during stewardship season. What most folks don’t realize is that Jesus himself frequently talked
about money and how we are to engage it
Another little known fact is that money is a spiritual issue and is not separate from our life of faith. Bruce
Rockwell, describes this truth in a little book that he published through The Episcopal Network for Stewardship
(TENS).
The title of this publication is: “Spirituality and Money: 7 Questions That Saved My Spiritual Life”. Rockwell
states that it was during the Eucharist at a stewardship conference that he was attending when he had a powerful
epiphany. He said it was during the sermon and the priest asked seven pointed questions that shook Rockwell to his core. Here are
the questions that the preacher presented:
1. “Do you ever worry about money? . . . about having enough? . . . about keeping what you have?”
2. “Do you sometimes envy what others earn, have inherited, or have been able to do because of money they have and you
don’t?”
3. “Do you ever get anxious about what inflation has done to depreciate your savings and your preparation for retirement?”
4. “Do you ever equate your value as a person with what you earn?”
5. “Is bill-paying stressful for you?”
6. “Has money ever been the source of an argument or misunderstanding with a
loved one?”
7. “Do you ever spend more time thinking about money in any one day than you
do in prayer?”
Rockwell states that after posing these questions the priest said if you answered yes to some of these questions that:
YOU MAY BE HAVING AN AFFAIR WITH MONEY, AND THIS AFFAIR IS BUYING YOUR SOUL, TAKING AWAY YOUR
FREEDOM, PARALYZING YOUR CREATIVITY, DEBILITATING YOUR PEACE OF MIND, DESTROYING FRIENDSHIPS,
BREAKING UP YOUR MARRIAGE, DESTROYING YOUR FREEDOM IN CHRIST, AND THREATENING YOUR VERY SALVATION .”
Rockwell admits that he answered “yes” to all of the questions so this final statement really struck home. And if this wasn’t difficult enough, the priest ended the sermon with this: “Your view of money is the chief spiritual issue of your life.”
If we were to be honest, I think that most of us could also answer yes to some or all of these questions. The difficulty for us is
to acknowledge our love affair with money and take a hard look at
this prominent spiritual issue in our own lives.
This is exactly what our stewardship season challenges us to do:
to think and pray about all that we have and to see it as a gift from
God. We cannot live without money, however, we are called to use
and share our money wisely and not let it control us.
May God give all of us the wisdom and the courage to confront
this spiritual issue so that it may transform us into the generous
people that God wants us to be!
Blessings,

Fr. Steve

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services
Nov 5 - 9:30 am Holy Eucharist
Nov 12 - 9:30 am Morning Prayer
Nov 19 - 9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Stewardship Sunday
Nov 26 - 9:30 am Morning Prayer
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CONVENTION REPORTS
Three of our Nativity members attended the annual diocesan convention on October 27th & 28th in Novi. What follows are their individual experiences and perspectives from this event.
Dee Damico
I was inspired when I attended The Road To Emmaus: A Conversational Workshop led by The Rev. Vicky Hesse (Director of the
Whitaker Institute).
The use of storytelling for Diversity and Inclusion is grounded in the Road Emmaus Scripture. After listening to the Gospel according to Luke.(Luke 24:13-35) we joined into groups of three- a teller, listener and an observer. We rotated the roles. We were
given suggestions for stories. We then moved to telling a story using the guidelines for Equity and Inclusion. After completing this
exercise, several people shared the answers to the questions: What surprised you about this exercise? and How was your personal
perspective changed?
I came away from this workshop with an understanding that Diversity and Inclusion starts with telling our own stories and listening to others.
Bev Bryan
I was honored to be one of the delegates representing Nativity at the 183rd Convention of the Diocese of Michigan. Waters of
Reconciliation was our recurring theme with the focus on Turning Again to Christ.
Much of the time spent over the two day convention were spent on the business of our Diocese; one was the election of Candidates for Office in which our Rev. Steve Domienik was elected to the Disciplinary Board, another was the 2018 budget & the 2017
financials and our Bishop exclaimed that the churches in the Diocese met 100% of their pledges to the Diocese.
What really moved me this year was the Proposed Amendments to the Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan, which is
usually the business of managing & running the Diocese. This year the majority of the Proposed Amendments were about our Diocese taking a stand in supporting our greater community in the form of these Amendments:
Resolution #1 A Stand Against White Supremacy
gregations providing shelter & sanctuary to people whose immiOur Catechism teaches that the mission of the church “is to
gration status is being litigated.
restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.”
Resolution #4 Call for Basic Human Needs to be Met – to
Resolve that we denounce, repudiate & work against
every form of racial & ethnic hatred, proclaiming by word & ex- seek information and to understand “the gospel human obligation
ample the Good News of God, seek & serve Christ in all persons, & necessity to provide for currently unmet basic human needs”:
and strive for justice & peace among all people, respect the digpotable drinking water, food, shelter and health care for all.
nity of every person.
Urge government officials to commit to the basic needs
of all persons,
Resolution #2 Sanctuary Churches
Study & work with other churches & community groups
to find ways the meet these basic needs.
Resolution #3 Call for a Humane & Just Immigration System
Resolution #5 Suicides in Teens
Our church’s “fifth baptismal covenant proclaims that we will
Resolved to learn & educate on the issues surrounding
strive for justice & peace among all people & respect the dignity suicides & become better advocates & work to abolish all forms
of every human being.”
of bullying,
Seek information & understand our countries immigraTake action, be a resource, partner with community mention & deportation policies,
tal health providers.
Urge our lawmakers “to commit to the principles of humane immigration enforcement,”
Much time was spent on debating, not the Resolutions themThe Diocese encourages all congregations to learn about selves but for greater clarity & correct wordage. We are all
the meaning of immigration sanctuary & consider their role,
Blessed to be a part of this wonderful Diocese that is willing to
Offering tangible & spiritual support to sanctuary constand & act, “Turning Again to Christ.”
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Russ Hiatt
The theme of this year’s 183rd Diocesan Convention of the
Episcopal Diocese of Michigan held the weekend of October
27-28, 2017 was Waters of Reconciliation: Turning again to
Christ. The guest preacher was Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, a native of Dayton, Ohio; now Dr. Douglas is dean of Episcopal Divinity School at Union Theological Seminary in New York City
and Canon Theologian at Washington National Cathedral. She
has been honored with many awards for her dedication to
women, sexuality and the Black Church. Dr. Douglas speaks
often on issues affecting racial justice and the advocacy of equal
rights for LGBT persons.
Friday evening during the convention dinner our Holy Eucharist service included Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas’ sermon from
Saint Luke 24: 13-49. The passage concerns moments when
some of Jesus disciples, while going back to the village of Emmaus, after Jesus’ crucifixion are approached by a stranger. The
disciples do not recognize the stranger as Jesus who asked why
the group is so sad. They ask the stranger if he had heard what
had happened in the last week about the death of Jesus. The
stranger asked them, “What things?” They invite the stranger to
join them for some supper whereupon the stranger reveals himself by offering and blessing on the bread. The disciples suddenly recognize to whom they have been conversing and Jesus
disappears. The disciples now realize what they had experienced that the prophets predicted Jesus would be raised from
the dead.
Dr. Douglas illustrated clearly that this passage in the Holy
Bible fits into our present day United States of America. Our
current social communications is being tested by the manner in
which many factions have messages that are important to say.
We, as a society, are being given so many points to consider that
many of these presentations are being lost. How are they being
lost? Dr. Douglas suggested that we are not hearing the other
message, not working with each other to solve common prob-
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lems and seeking consensus on issues that matter. There are
those that speak out, then there are those that stifle and minimize or under fund programs that support the disadvantaged.
Very few are working for the greater good; we are talking past
each other, not working together on the path that Jesus trod with
his disciples.
The next day of the convention, Saturday morning, Dr. Douglas presented her key note address to all in attendance. She
wasted no time to describe the disparity in America of the
White and Black populations in our nation’s prison system.
Many people of color do not get justice as they do not have the
means to afford proper defense. What is the root cause of this
fact? The DNA in the United States from the very first settlements in North America was made up of White, Pilgrims’ of
English decent in the ‘New World’. Labor was brought into this
continent of Black persons that were sold as slaves. They were
brought here in the most violent inhumane way by the White
class illustrating an earliest example of White Supremacy that
has swept throughout the United States history.
Today, Dr. Douglas, tells us that we now experience violence
because of the lack of opportunity for people of color by way of
not funding school systems as an example that would educate
and give upward mobility for those in need. What do we do?
We cut funding to schools that lessen the ability for training and
success in schools. People get into trouble doing wrong they
know as wrong, they have no resources to tap for help. They
have limited family groups that are of limited means. There is
no family support to encourage educational and experiential
factors for these folks. More prisons are funded than schools
forming the situation of mass incarceration, thus the phrase that
fits is schools to prison graduation. Dr. Douglas asks us to reverse this trend. We must denounce violence as God asks us. We
as people of faith must turn to prayer, resist violence, look to
Jesus as our guide in life and illustrate a counter narrative. Yes,
Black Lives Matter.

WEDDING PLANS UNVEILED
Fr. Steve and Brenda are pleased to announce the details of their upcoming wedding plans!
After a long and prayerful discernment, the couple has decided to have a private ceremony
with only their adult children in attendance and our bishop as the presider. The wedding will
take place on Thursday, April 5, 2018 in the Dominican Republic at a private home that some
friends of Fr. Steve have offered for this purpose. The couple will stay there until the following
Wednesday, April 11.
On Sunday, May 6th, there will be a communal blessing of the couple during the 9:30 service
and then everyone at Nativity is invited to a catered luncheon reception in the social hall afterwards. This will be repeated the previous week at St. John’s so members at both congregations
will be able to celebrate with the newlyweds! An outdoor picnic reception is scheduled for
family members and friends in early June. It would have been nice to have only one reception where everyone could
have joined together, but location, space and cost were prohibitive factors. Thank you for your continued prayers and
support!
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THANKSGIVING EUCHARIST

Please join us on Tuesday, November 21st at 6:00 pm for our Thanksgiving Liturgy.
Once again we invite you to bring two pies with you, one to share that evening and one
for us to deliver to a nearby social service agency that will be feeding people on Thanksgiving Day. You may also bring in non-perishable food items that evening as part of our
offering to God, everything collected will be donated to a local food pantry. The Rev.
Jeni Marcus will be our celebrant, Karen Kerrigan is scheduled to preach and Fr. Steve
and Deacon Johnson will be on hand to assist. Hope to see you there!

SWEATER DRIVE FOR MARINER’S INN

Once again, our friends at New Outlook Ministries are collecting large men’s sweaters
to take to this shelter for men in downtown Detroit. Nativity facilitated this drive for
many years and NOM was gracious enough to pick up this torch and continue this important ministry. Please bring in new or gently used sweaters. Our Episcopal Diocese has
a longstanding relationship with Mariner’s Inn and we are happy to support this work.
We will be collecting sweaters throughout the month of November and they will be delivered in early December.

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
On Sunday, November 19th
we ask that everyone bring in
their 2018 pledge form or
drop it off in the office prior
to that day as we will be celebrating our Commitment
Sunday. If you are able to
bring in food to share that day
for a potluck luncheon after
the service it would be greatly
appreciated!

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
We enjoyed a wonderful worship experience on All Saint’s Day as we
once again participated in the festival of lights honoring our saints past
and present. Thank you to everyone who helped make this celebration a
truly memorable one!

Nov 29 – Mary Lou Johnstone

Nativity Episcopal Church
21220 West 14 Mile Road
Bloomfield Twp.MI 48301
Office: 248-646-4100
office@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
www.nativityepiscopalchurch.org

ADVENT NATIVITY SETS
You are invited to bring a nativity set to NATIVITY for Advent,
which begins on Sunday, December 3rd. We will display them in
the Social Hall for the duration of the season! As a special touch,
please write out a short description of your treasured nativity set,
including where it comes from and any special thoughts you may
wish to share about it.

OCTOBER CALENDAR EVENTS
Nov 5 - All Saints Day with Festival of Lights
Nov 19 - Stewardship Sunday, Potluck Lunch & BC Meeting
Nov 21 - 6:00 pm Thanksgiving Service with Communion

Nativity Episcopal Church
STAFF
Rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
Priest@nativityepiscopalchurch.org
Priest Cell 203-641-2068

Rev. Deacon Carolynn E. Johnson
cell: 248 705-9695

Cynthia Braun Music Director
Cindy Hampel Office Manager
BISHOP’S COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Tim Wittlinger – Sr. Warden
Russ Hiatt – Jr. Warden
Mary Creager – Recording Secretary
Sharon McIlnay – Treasurer
Russ Hiatt - Bookkeeper
Beverly Bryan, May Kuofie, Margaret Sands-Goldstein

