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One of the biggest worship services of the
year as we welcome 115 visitors into church for
worship, blessing the team, and our largest meal of
year! Make sure you plan to attend for this
wondrous tradition! Drinks, meat and potatoes will
be provided. The congregation is asked to bring
salads, vegetables, pastas, and desserts. They love
our homemade food, so please bring a generous
amount! Sign up on the insert in the bulletin.

Rally Day Breakfast 2019
What is Rally Day you might ask? So I found a source on the
internet from the Beacon Street Diary blog which is a part of the
Congregational Library and Archives in Boston MA that said this: “One
book on ‘How to Conduct Sunday School’ (1905) noted that “This
festival is rapidly growing in favor. It usually comes at the end of the
summer break-up, and is used as a means of rallying the forces again
for the work of fall and winter. The article goes on to give analogies of
rallying and concludes by saying “we are rallying our forces for a great
campaign for fall and winter as it relates to Sunday School work.” This
was at time of festival back in the day when they had lively music, a tent, an outside speaker. This article
goes on to say today it is more of a church event than a Sunday School one. (Beacon Street Blog)
So what does Rally Day mean to us? It is time to “Rally Back to Church” after summer
vacations. A time to rally our forces for a time of spiritual and faith formation. A time to explore new
learning opportunities for you at Elon Community Church UCC. We will do this on Sunday, August 25 at
9:00 am with an opening Potluck Breakfast in the Community Life Center. There will be a time to hear
about each of our adult classes 1) The Seekers Class who focuses on Book studies and 2) Pastor Randy’s
Bible Study Class. The children can participate in the Nursery Class with Miss Jennifer, the Children’s class K
-4th grade with Miss Connie, Miss Virginia,
and Miss Colleen, and Youth class which
are Conversations with Pastor Sharon and
Stephen.
Please bring a dish to share for
food, fellowship and a time of learning.
Look forward to seeing you there!
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The August Enigma
I probably sound like a broken
record each year, but August is the
greatest enigma for our church! We
expect August to be deep summer,
the last moments of vacations and few
people at worship. Instead, we have two of our highest attended Sundays of the year!
Football Sunday, August 11: This has been a tradition since
1973, but not the way things are now. In the past, the biggest
gathering center in the church (besides the sanctuary) was the old
Parish House. Back then, only a handful of members acted as hosts
for the football team to come in after worship and have lunch. Since
the addition of the Community Life Center in 2012, we have made
this day an extra-special event with worship that fills the sanctuary (in
August!) for worship that is available to all who can be here as well
as a lunch where we can all share in the feast! The more you prepare
homemade salads, veggies, and desserts, the more we can make these
young men feel welcome and at home. The added plus is that as we
sit around the table with them, they know we care! I want to say a
special thank you to those who help out with hospitality! Several men
cook up lots of meat to enhance our lunch and I know they work
hard along with the hard-working Hospitality Committee and special
volunteers who make sure things go smoothly. So, August 11 is one of
our largest worship services as well as the largest dinner we partake
in all year.
Music Camp: What started out as a small endeavor to give
our children some extra training in bells has now morphed into one

of the greatest outreach ministry weeks of the year! With almost a
full registry, we now welcome many families and young children for
the first time. Many will be picking up a bell or chime for the first
time! By the end of the week, we not only have Bell and Chime
choirs that will have a song to share, but in addition we will have a
huge youth/children’s choir that will sing special songs that they
learned, art projects will fill the space of the church, and members of
the group will share dramas during worship as well. Sometimes larger
than Football Sunday and equaling our Easter Day worship, having a
full sanctuary to support these new families is a great chance to
meet those in our community who may be looking for a church
home. If not, we share a part of our Christian hospitality that is
widely known throughout Elon. Following worship, we will host the
largest Meet & Greet of the year around the theme of the camp and
activities for children to let them know we care! What a time this is!
Sunday School Rally Day and Breakfast: It is such a time
that we recognize children and showcase our Christian Education
opportunities that happen on Sunday morning. This is a great chance
to visit a class, recognize the children advancing in grades and
receiving Bibles, and a chance for us to renew and strengthen our
Christian growth. A potluck breakfast and large classes, in August! Go
figure!
All this happens in what many churches experience as the
“slowest” time of the year. In all the churches I have served, this
would be impossible. But, that is story and tradition of Elon
Community Church. That is August. I can’t wait!
Love,
P.S. We need you there!

Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Sunday at 9:30 am in the Library
The Letter to the Ephesians Study starts August 11

After a brief two week hiatus, The Senior Pastor’s Bible Study will be going
through the New Testament Epistle, or letter to the church in Ephasus, known to us
Ephesians. Not only will we once again put or contextual study principles to work, but
will also be able to discuss biblical material that is “counterfeit.” Attributed to the
Apostle Paul, we will show scholars have figured out how it is not the actual Paul
writing this particular letter. It will be a fascinating study with a lot more to take away!
Join us starting August 11!
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The Week of Music Camp is the greatest outreach opportunity this church has for younger families. We
already have over 70 children registered and may reach 80 this year! If you feel moved to volunteer, we need
you! There are many ways to help, but one special way you may not be aware of:
You can plug in with a Board or fellowship preparing and serving meals even if you are not on that particular
Board or Group. Monday—Christian Ed. (Patty Welborn), Tuesday—Trustees
(Carolyn Holmes), Wednesday—Missions (Rachael Stimpson), Thursday—
Deacons (Russ Martin), or Friday—Women’s Fellowship (Jean Thoms or Kay Elder). You can also contact
Sheri James, Chair of Evangelism, whose Board will be serving the largest Meet & Greet we have all year!
Make sure you attend the service on August 18 to greet our visiting families. We never know
when they will choose to be more involved. As always, Eden may need some volunteers, in addition to the
group already signed up. You can reach her at ECCBells@gmail.com.
Let’s get truly excited about this yearly opportunity to create growth, fun, and outreach!

The Chancel Choir will sing our first official anthem of the new season on August 25. If you would like to
join the choir, come join us for rehearsal at 9:00 am on the morning of 8/25. The Chancel Choir regularly rehearses
before each Sunday morning service at 9 am. We also rehearse the first Wednesday of each month. Our first
Wednesday night rehearsal will be 9/4 at 7:00 pm. Looking ahead, we will be singing at the Love Feast on Dec. 1.
Our annual Lessons & Carols will be during service on Sunday morning, Dec. 8 and we will be presenting Benjamin
Britten’s Ceremony of Carols with harpist Bonnie Bach. Blessings!
- Stephen Futrell

VISION 2021:
Evangelism/University Relations Project Moving Forward With a Few Updates
The latest update is that the six doors are being painted at this time. (if anyone wants
to help, email sherijames614@gmail.com). There is one small change with vacation schedules and
the like: The doors will now be set up closer to August 19-21. That was the original goal and it
looks like that is the right time to set them up. We are still getting the lettering ordered that
will say with a word on each door, “GOD’S DOORS ARE OPEN TO ALL.” Members of the Board
and committee have worked out how to securely set them up and they will be on display though
September. This is a dream of the Evangelism board around their Vision 2021 Goal and objectives.
Be ready for this exciting moment!

Come Join The Walking Group at ECC
On Tuesday and Thursday mornings a few of us are walking at the church in the CLC. If you would be
interested in walking, please come join us at 9 am on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. As the weather improves,
we may move outside! Questions? See me!
- Sharon Wheeler
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Youth and Parent COOL/EDGE Pancake Supper
We have some exciting changes happening with our youth group this year. I
am excited to announce that we have enough youth to form two groups—COOL which
are our 5th-7th graders which will be led by Stephen Stiegel and Pastor Sharon and a
young adult or two. EDGE group which will be our 8th-12th graders will be led by Derek
Tang and Matt Stimpson. We will gather the groups along with their parents for a
kick-off dinner in the CLC on August 25 at 5:30 pm to talk about the coming year, put
some important dates on the calendar, and do some visioning with our youth. If you
have a young person in this age group, please plan to attend!
- Pastor Sharon

A consortium of business owners, Elon University, Twin Lakes leaders, residents and Green
Church Committee members have been gathering over the last several months with the idea to work with
the Town of Elon on passing a resolution for the town to use 100% energy in all town affairs by 2050.
This is not a new thing as towns and cities across the country and even North Carolina have been passing these resolutions. The town of Elon
would become the first community in Alamance County to pass such a resolution and thus take a leadership role in the county!
The change has occurred in the timing of when we hope to bring the finished Resolution before the Aldermen. We first anticipated that
August would work using July for a time to meet with Aldermen and letting them know where we were headed. This has proved to be a difficult
prospect with vacation schedules and the summer busyness. Instead, We hope to BEGIN those conversations in August and September and move
the actual presentation of the resolution till October. We will need as much support as we can, especially from Elon residents, for showing community support. The new dates we are shooting for at Town Council meetings are October 7 and (either 8th or 15th) depending on how it is set
up.
The Town of Elon has in their vision of the town to be a “Green and Clean community.” While we believe this is something we all
want, it is still important to have a big turnout to the 2 town meetings where this will be dealt with for reading and a vote. So we want to fill
up the town hall at both those meetings! Plan now to be a part of this important community action even after the changes!

—
Calling All Dogs and their dog parents! We will host our annual Dog Day Mixer on Sunday
afternoon, September 8, on the lawn here at the church. We need you and your dogs, your grand dog,
your neighbor’s dog, we need dogs. We will also need help with hosting this event. Watch for details in
the bulletin as to how you can be involved!

Earth Lovers Wanted for Green Church
Green Church is looking for a couple new members. If you would like to join our efforts to care for creation or if you
have questions, contact David Andes at (336) 269-4126 or dandes1043@gmail.com. We have fun, we learn, we take action.
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When we do Farmer’s Market each year, we have
always been left with the question, “Why don’t (or can’t) you
attend?” We would love to know! Do you think it is too
expensive? The time isn’t right for work schedules? You just
don’t cook much? What is your issue? It helps us get to know
what we can do to make the Market more and more successful.
You see, we not only believe that buying local is essential for
sustainable living, but that the food at the market actually has
improved nutritional value because of certain growing practices.
We care about each person and as we create a market that can
be both witness and resource for our community, our ministry
truly finds fulfillment.
Finally, starting at the August 15 market, you can call
an order in for the products! We are attempting for the first
time to allow you to read the e-mail that comes out on
Wednesday each week of the vendors and the products they are
bringing. An order will not be guaranteed, but our volunteer
shoppers will do their best to purchase the best products you
order as they are available. Then, you can drive in during the
market to pick them up (and pay then) or we will hold your
products till Sunday for you to pick up at church. This is an experimental program that we hope will allow you to use fresh vegetables, fruit,
and prepared items from our local vendors. The number to call is 336-214-1304 and either talk to me or leave a detailed message of a
product and the needed amount. We will need volunteer shoppers and you can contact RoseAnn McLelland to volunteer at the market!
- Randy

Practices: Hospitality, Service, Justice, Testimony, Submission

Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With
food purchases and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without
food are given a hot meal. Five servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening
meal on their date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts for the meal. Take all of the desserts from top
right shelf of the freezer in the CLC. They will need to be defrosted a day or two earlier. Your
group can provide the meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in the CLC kitchen and
deliver it there; If you choose Option 1, you need to contact Mary Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your going at
336-229-0881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and take all ingredients to the Shelter's kitchen and prepare your
August 3
Trustees Board
meal there; or 3) Request through the Mission and Outreach Board chair that $150.00 from the Board's
September 7 Deacons Board
budget be mailed to ACAC for the meal which will be prepared by the ACAC staff. Arrival time at the
October 5
Evangelism Board
shelter is 6:15 pm. Serving time and cleanup is 6:30-8:00 pm. Do not wear shorts, spaghetti straps, or
November 2 Book Club
sandals. You will be asked to wear an apron, hairnet and gloves and to sign in and out. Thank you for
December 7 Seekers SS Class
your support of this very vital program!
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Free Fitness Classes

QiGong
Low Intensity
Wednesdays—5:15 pm
Class held in the Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow will meet next at
5:30 pm on Friday, August 16 at Harbor Inn
Seafood on S. Church Street in Burlington. Please
call the church office or sign up on the insert in
the bulletin to
attend. If you
sign up and find
you cannot go,
please remember
to call the
church and
cancel your
reservation.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

Ed Powell
Mindi Truitt
Brad Wroblewski
Ralph Waller
Nick Reynolds
Virginia Griffin
Grace Edwards
Gabrielle Edwards
Louise Barnett
Gary Cooper
Nancy Luce
Katie Brown
Eleanor Hoke
Jane Weerts
Glenda Crawford
Kennedy Ramsey
Lorie Goodwin
Emily Stimpson
Betty Kircher
Virginia Leeds
Sara Danieley Kernodle
Richard Allen
Jacqualyn McHenry
Tobias Fischer
Shayna Tang
Joe Tang
Annie McLane
Whit Stiegel
Linda Brown
Tessa Byerly
Charlie Merical

8/1
8/2
8/3
8/4
8/8
8/8
8/8
8/8
8/9
8/9
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/14
8/15
8/15
8/17
8/17
8/19
8/19
8/19
8/19
8/22
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/27
8/28
8/30
8/30
8/30

August 4, 2019

Altar Flowers: Patricia Woody
Greeters: Patricia Woody
Ushers: Bob Abrahamson, Bill Blanchard,
Gus Giannola, John Henderson
Acolyte: Madison Gregory
Liturgist: Jim McCauley
Deacon on Call: Russ Martin
Communion Deacons: Jim McCauley,
Gary Weerts, Connie Martin, Whitney Gregory

August 11, 2019—Football Sunday

Altar Flowers: Dave Turnage
Greeters: Dave Turnage
Ushers: Sheri James, William Fisher,
Don Gerhardt, Barbara Gerhardt
Acolyte: Andrea Leeds
Liturgist: Elon University Football Team
Deacon on Call: Gary Weerts

August 18, 2019—Music Camp Sunday
Altar Flowers: Sandy and Betty Griffin
Greeters: Sandy and Betty Griffin
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis,
Tom Powell, Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Victoria Miller
Liturgist: Music Camp Participants
Deacon on Call: Connie Martin

August 25, 2019
Justin and Re Anderson
Derek and Katie Tang
Jordan and Gretchen Wiles
David Andes and Karen Lewis
Russ and Ellen Martin
George and Carol Oakley
George and Carole Troxler
Sean and Callie Harris

8/10
8/12
8/15
8/16
8/19
8/25
8/25
8/26

Altar Flowers: Stephen and Manda Stiegel
Greeters: Stephen and Manda Stiegel
Ushers: Jim McCauley, Loudelle King,
Hugh Comfort
Acolyte: Whitman Stiegel
Liturgist: The Gregory Family
Deacon on Call: Whitney Gregory

Mailed: 7/26/2019

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net

Torch Articles

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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