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CALENDAR

Sat.-Sept. 16
7:00 A, M.

Mon.~Sept. 18

7:30 P. M.

Sat.-Sept. 30

7:00 A, i,

UPCOMING
Oct. 21-22

Oct. 28-29

-wilderness per se.

Geth Osborn White, Editor

 FIEID TRIP down the lower Rio Grande Valley to see the bos-

- que. proposed as an outdoors learning center and wildlife san-
ctuary by the Parks and Recreation Departuent of the City of
El Paso. h ' ' '

Wynn Anderson, who is familier with the plants of our region,
will identify the many-blooming flowers which are especially
abundant with the heavy summer rains. Hawks may be seen along
the levee and shorebirds and possibly some early ducks at the

‘nearby sewage treatiment plant.

Rendezvous at ‘the tennis courts at Memorial Park. Return
by noon. ‘ ‘ ‘ o

REGULAR EETING AT THE CENTENNIAL i{USEUil. Ray arras, Dir~
ector of the El Paso Zoo, will speak to us about the activities
of the zoo, its contribution to the comaunity, its need for
expansion, its animals and birds.

 Summer vacation slides from members who have some beautiful
landscapes, birds or animals, 1imit to 15 slides so we can all
share. ' o B

. FIELD TRIP to Aguierre Sorings in the Organ ifountains.
Hendezvous at the parking lot at Coronado Shop)ing Center.
Tuke Highway 70 north from Las Cruces toward the pass, wateh=-
ing for the marker for Aguierre Springs. We will explore Pine
Springs Trail. The Orguns are rich in birds and plant life,
primarily high desert scrub with small stunds of Ponderosa pine.
The trail is an easy climb, Return by noon.

*IRST SOUTHWEST REGIONAL WORKSHOP of the National Audubon
Society, Sea Gun Inn, Ruckport, Texas, Area socieities include
Texas, New ilexico and Louisiana. We're invited to attend to
discuss mutual problems, exchange ideas and receive guidance
froua National Audubon personnel. Dy. Elvis Stahr, President of

‘National Audubon Society, will address the banquet audience.

" WILDERNESS WORKSHOP will be held in El Paso, sponsored by
the Centennial Museum. Conservationists in the Southwest region
will attend sections devoted to conservation of scenic rivers,
hiking trails, local natural areas, underground wilderness and
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We would like to run an article , or even series of articles, on what bird-
watching means to yeu. llany birders keep a life list; this is always interest-
ing to other birders. Which species gave yeu a big thrill? How about wemorable
birding trips? Let us hear from you. Bill Hunt leads off in the article below.

WHAT BIRDWATCHING iioaNsS TO k.

I've always had trouble being scientific or’ compulsive. about birdwatching.
I just plain like to do it. And I resist watching birds by the clock or by the
calendar because that's the way I do everything else! 1In a word, birdwatching
is for me a hobby, not a vocation. : '
. It is one of the things I do most comfortably and unselfconsciously =~ I can
lose uyself beside a meandering stream. All the world is for_ a-moment gatiered
up in the cosxing of & iarsh wren from the cattails-or-in the surprise of flush-
ing an owl from a dense-growing tree. ;

"You ought to get & telephoto lens for your camera so that all of your dis-..
coveries won't be wasted," wy wife once comnented after a successful morning in
the field, While I would enjoy bird photography, and while the official compilers
are insisting more and more on photographs to substantiate rarities, by no means
are my unphotographed observations wasted.” =~~~ =
1 have discovered a world which has a way of its own, which does not exist
because I say so, or because it is useful to me, but just because it is. The
adaptations of the gallinule, the phoebe and the yellowlegs supply their own
justifications.. There is an order and beauty in their ways to which man by his
wigsdou can add little. . o

I find wore inter:st, too, in a spot of local mini-ecology than in the flashy
birdlife of a distant land. Like a gossip in'a small town, I enjoy most knowing
the comings and goings of my nearest neighbors. And I would rather make one good
friend than d dozen casual acquaintances, even among birds. -— Bill Hunt. -

SULER ROUND UP OF BIRDS

June Records - l4-l6th: Observations of breeding birds by actual sighting of -
the nests or territorial singing by male bLirds Wwere made by Joan Pierce, Wunda
Joyce and Geth White in conducting an ecology class in the field for the Girl
Scouts at Camp Pioneer in the Upper Valley. An asterisk indicates on the nest.
Species noted were Mississippi Kite*, Sparrow Hawk¥, Killdder, riourning Dove®,
Inca Dove*, Black-chinned hummingbird,*red-shafted flicker, Western Kingbird,#®
Say's phoebe, barn swallow*, Cliff swallow¥, verdin¥®, mockingbird*, curve-billed
thrasher, loggerhead shrike, sturling, yellow-breasted chat, red-winged blackbird,
boat-tailed grackle, brown-headed cowbird, pyrrhuloxia, blue grosbesk, house
finch, brown towhee, and a late-lingering aigrant, white-crowned spurrow.

Down the Valley at Horizon Girl Scout Ceaup Ruby Allen, Serah Dodds and Helen
Barto led the ecology class in the desert scrub comaunity which had no irrigation
drainage ditch to enhance the bird attractiveness. They had a nesting western
kingbird and cactus wren to show to the children and en unusual find was: the
blue-grey gnatcatcher. ‘ ‘ o o SR
Mundg'!s Canyon in the Franklin Mountains, ranging in elevation from 4,000 to
7,000 feet with a small seep spring at about 6,500 feet, on Juas 27, observed by
GO and EW, the following species: mourning dove, roadrunner, scaled quail,
whité—thrbatéd:swift*, black-chinned”hummingbird*;;réd—Shafted”flicker, western
kingbird, ash-throated flycatcher, olive-sided flycatcher, western wood pewee,
verdin*, cactus wren¥*, canyon wren, rock wren, mockingbird, curve-billed thrasher,
" crissal thrasher, loggerhead shrike, Virginia's warbler, Scott's oriole, pyrr-
huloxis, Cassin's finch, house finch¥, green-tailed towhee, brown towhee, rufuocus-
crowned sparrow, black-throated sparrow, black-chinned sparrow.

Ecrlier in the momth * migreting warblers, HMac@llivray', Virgnia's and Witson's
and the solitury vireo were seen in this canyon.
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'T0 ALL MEMBERS CF NATIONAL AUDUEON IN OUR REGION:

?

71l We-need for many reasons to have you express to the National Audubon
Society your wish to affiliate with our El Paso-Trans Pecos Chapter. Hhere
*dlis strength in numbers, we would like to have lively on-going progrums of
interest to the chapter and to serve the commnity, including the larger
territory of Trans Pecos, by proaoting more awareness to conserve our natural
resources, protect our wildlife, interpret and enjoy our natural world.
Without your statement that you wish to affiliate with our local chapter,
Jlwe will not receive a dues split from National. We need this money to operate

the chapter. It will cost you nothing and will entitle you to receive the
newsletter which schedules meetings, field trips and contains environuental
action news. : i

If you joined the National Audubon Society through the local Chapter last
year you will not need to fill in the coupon below. If all others would fill
in the eoupon, we should appreciate your doing so. Then, one last thing, if
you would let Membership Chairman, Mcs. Leigh Wilcox know you have sent off
the coupon by phone or by card, she can keep the record straight. o
 Please mail in the coupon today or bring to the next meeting and we will
mail it for you. ; ; ' _ S

R.S.V.P. Mrs. Leigh Wilcox 565~6001
‘ 3133 Federal Avenue '
El Paso, Texas 79930
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Director of Membership
|| 950 Third Avenue :

oo mm&fﬁmm uﬁn the EL Pago-Trans Pecos Cuapter of the kNational




