You have hopefully noticed something different in the service today.  


It is a pretty straight forward one, 



I have not been up on the stage for any of the service.  

If you are having problems seeing me, 


I am sorry, 


I will be back up there next time.  

But the reason I have been down on the floor for the whole service, 


is to illustrate the point of the incarnation.  


The reality of the name we are celebrating this day, 



Immanuel, 



God with us.

When we say that God is with us, 


we are saying something that no other religion or faith would say.  

We are saying God comes down from on high 


and walks 


and lives amongst us



and is still fully God.  

Islam would never say this, SLIDE

because Allah is the “above us God.”  

As we see in most of the Christmas story, 


God sends his messengers, 


his angels to the people.  

But God himself could not come down, SLIDE

because to do so would be a shirk, 


an association with the sin and fault of the people would.  

You can't shirk, 


because you are then taking away from God's glory.  SLIDE
Now the Greek and Roman god's came down all the time 


and interact with the people 


and know the people in the Biblical sense.  

The difference is SLIDE

this leads to children who are half God 



and half man. 

A third option from other religions claim 


that by our behavior, 



we can work our way up to Godlike status. 

So the two ends of the spectrum are either, 


God is so great and Holy, 



that he has to stay up on high, 



away from his creation 


or the creation has to work hard enough that it can enter the holiness of God.

As the Gospel usuallys does, 


it ruins our binary worldview 



and offers a third way.  SLIDE
What if there was a God 


who was so Holy 


and loved his creation so much, 



that out of the greatness of his love for us, 


he was willing to come amongst us?  



Not just willing, 




but wants to come down and be with us.  

There are all kinds of reasons for and against doing this.  


Some of these you may be experiencing 



in the presentation of this sermon and service.  

The dynamics of the relationship 


and interactions do change with distance.  SLIDE


This is why you pay more for front row seats than nose-bleed.(Start Moving
When I move from up there, 


to down here, 


amongst everyone, 



the sound changes, 



the eye contact changes, 



you can't keep the attitude of a spectator as well.  


You get sucked into the action, 



because as I draw near, 




you have to react to not just my words, 




but my overall presence.

The same is true in reverse.  


As the presenter up front, 



I have a full view of everything that is happening, 




but the weather is different up there.  



I can see heater vent alley, 




but I don't experience the warm arm rushing out, 





making me feel cozy and warm, 





lulling me towards a quick nap.  



I see people getting up to cough, 




use the bathroom, 



but I don't have to adjust my body position up there.  

Down here, 

amongst you, 


it changes.  

I move past row one 


and now people are out of my view at some point, 


those who are lip reading can not hear me anymore.

What happens when our God, 


moves down from heaven, 


is no longer just sending messengers SLIDE


to let us know how things are going to go, 


and instead comes and lives among us.  


Moves into the neighborhood, 



is with us, 



in our midst?  

Not a messenger, 


not a half man, 



half God amongst us, 


but the creator of the heavens and earth himself 



doing all the things that only God can do?  

As we experienced with Jesus coming amongst us, 


everything changes.  

The love was of God was no longer a hypothetical idea, 


it was experienced.  



We felt it in the hug of the baby, 



the holding of Jesus' hand, 



the healing touch.  

We were not praying 


like we were writing to out grandma who lived in a different state or Santa, 

we were praying 


like we were talking to a coworker at lunch.  



One who knew what the government was doing, 



what our coworker said, 



who knew by looking at us whether we got enough sleep, 



how we were feeling health wise, 



and if we were happy or mad,  

Jesus knew this, 


because he was experiencing the same things in the moment, 



in the middle of the action.  SLIDE
No longer from up above, 


looking down at little ants, 


but from a participant in the drama that is life.

How that drama came to be is powerful.  


Looking at the Greek's stories, 



the fully God characters only came 



and interacted with man as fully grown people.  

This God 


was willing to experience all that we experienced, 



including creation itself 




within the womb.  

A significant change from how we today SLIDE

tell of supernatural beings coming amongst us.  

We see aliens coming from outer space 


with all of their technological advancements, 



ready to conquer.  

The idea of giving up all of your advancements 


to understand us 



is not how we normally think of extra-terrestrials coming.  

But we usually do not think of them coming in love.  


Wanting what is best for us.  

But that is how Jesus came.

The God of Love 


did something that we struggle to conceptualize a God doing.  

How could God come amongst us 


and not be less of God?  SLIDE
How could they live amongst us 


and not be influenced by our health, 


our actions, 


our brokenness.  

Yet, that is exactly what Yahweh did 


in sending Jesus, 


his beloved Son 



to be with us.  

We welcomed him into our midst.  

Our fear is 


that we would bring God down to our level.  



Which is always a possibility.  

What he did instead, 


was invited us to start living into the reality 



of the Kingdom of God.  

Instead of falling to our level, 


he invited us up to his lifestyle.  

A plan that is risky.  

A plan that was tested over an over.  


From the wandering in the wilderness, 


to the people trying to make him King, 


to the Garden of Gethsemane, 


to the cross itself.  

Other options were constantly presented, 


but never taken.  

The road of pain, 

suffering, 

and brokenness of the world 


was the way traveled throughout Jesus' life.  

From the moment of conception 


to the birth, 


to life with a mother and father 



who could only afford the cheapest sacrifice, 


to finding himself abandoned on the cross.  

This way of Immanuel, 

God with Us, 


was never what we would have expected.  


But we never expected God to be with us.

Today, 


we find ourselves celebrating even more than Matthew's Gospel tells us.  SLIDE
Acts continued showing how much this God loved us 



that not only did he live amongst us during those 30+ years of life, 


but he sent the Holy Spirit to dwell within us, 



in our very personal 



and communal midst.  

If that were not enough, 


the beginning of Revelation tells us 



that Jesus is in the center of the 7 candle sticks 



which are the 7 churches 




even today.  

Not far away 


looking down, 

but here working in our midst.  


We do not worship a distant God, 


we worship a God that was, 



is, and always will be with us.
