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ROLLING MEADOWS GARDEN CLUB
Our mission is to encourage the knowledge and love of gardening through
educational meetings and field trips, and to contribute to the community through
civic beautification, awards and annual events.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Katie Schroeder 7/14
Joanne Wentz 7/21
Chuck Ohrn 7/27
Laurie Houldsworth 7/31

“A GOOD GARDEN MAY HAVE SOME WEEDS”
THOMAS FULLER

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Garden Club Members & Friends,
It’s hard to make decisions when we don’t have a crystal ball. So last week, your Officers got together to
figure out the best plan of action going forward, and here are a few “for sure” things. There will be NO
July or August meetings. IF we resume meeting in September, the number in attendance will be limited
to 25 and we will have to wear masks. There will be no refreshments except what you personally bring
for yourself. We will have several “open garden” visits. My house is scheduled for our regular August
meeting date, 8/12. Others will participate, and details for all garden visits will be coming as a separate
email. If you would like to open up your garden, don’t forget to let me know!
Because of the cancellation of our Plant Sale, some members have been concerned about our
financial status. We are OK. Luckily, over the past several years we have taken in more money than we
have spent.
Update on the “Welcome to Rolling Meadows” entry markers (planters): The City has decided to
have them all planted with the same materials. All of the signs are gradually being replaced with the
newer signage and plant material. They are possibly going to add several more around the City to the 7
that already exist. We will be given the opportunity to maintain the ones that are safe to approach and
a sign giving us credit for that will be posted. They are raised beds, so weeding is somewhat easier than
ground level. Details will be coming.
I hope you have all been well and watching your garden flourish! While in your yard, keep an eye
out for those Monarchs. I think they’re hiding this year!
Carol O
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

COMMITTEES:
COMMUNITY SERVICE –
Includes but not limited to:
Farmers Market, Welcome Planters,
Mary’s Garden, 4th of July Parade
EVENTS –
Outings, dinners & any other social event
other than regular meetings.
GARDEN WALK

COMMITTEES CONT:
HOSPITALITY
Refreshments & greeting cards
MEMBERSHIP
NOMINATING
PLANT & CRAFT SALE
PROGRAMS –
Monthly speakers or activities
PUBLICITY / MARKETING

City Market - Saturday, June 27
From Carol O
With fewer vendors than in the past, we weren't sure how the day was going to go. It was hot, even
more so with our masks on!
Working the booth were Carol O, Heidi, Jennifer and Sharon. We had donated plants from Jennifer and
assorted items donated by Carol O and a few others. An exceptional day!!

HONEY BEES
The meadows hives are doing amazing. Both are at full strength, I have harvested once 12
frames and got 25 pints of honey. I am harvesting again this weekend and expect to get at
least 20 frames. Both swarmed, but I have already found the new virgin queens and they
have started laying again in the past week. I have also added another hive, but it is in
Lombard.
Jackson Banger

ROLLING MEADOWS COMMUNITY GARDEN
We had 8 gardeners leave last year and we had 9 new people sign up, for an increase of one to 44 total
plots. Check out Rolling Meadows community garden on Facebook for pictures of the gardens, and by all
means I would encourage people to go check out the perennials surrounding the garden and the free
little library that Chuck Ohrn built for us. We cancelled our season opener and had a soft opening,
meaning everyone prepared their gardens at their convenience. I commissioned over a hundred tomato
plants from my brother in southeast Missouri and was able to gift several gardeners with a handful of
plants to start their plots off.
Rob Banger

MONARCH BUTTERFLY NEWS
The Monarchs arrived on time but they did not lay many eggs this year at least not
here in Rolling Meadows according to the comments on Meadows Monarchs
Facebook. There is always about a month lull after the second or third generation
arrives from Texas and lays eggs. We should be seeing more Monarchs now and
hopefully laying a lot more eggs. (On June 30 I received 68 Monarch eggs from my neighbor)
Janice, Ron and I, Shirley, released 35 Monarchs in June. Last year at this time we released 76 but in
2018 we released 35 so it is not so unusual.
Ron Willer, who is also a member of the Mount Prospect Garden Club, gave a zoom presentation
Promoting the Monarch Butterfly for the Mount Prospect Garden Club on June 20.
From Sherry Grobe, Admin. Of the Mount Prospect Monarchs Facebook.
“Ron shared his experience raising monarchs, growing milkweed and creating welcoming garden spaces.
He gave an in-depth review of types of milkweed that serve as host plants and a comprehensive
overview of both perennial and annual flowers that attract and sustain monarch butterflies. Participants
definitely benefited from his encyclopedic knowledge and years of experience!”

JUNE GARDENING
Pinch garden mums through the middle of July to encourage more growth.
Mulch to keep the soil from drying out during the hot days.
Remember that container gardens dry out very fast.
Harvest vegetables regurarly.
Don’t plant bare root trees, shrubs or roses at this time. They need cool, wet weather.
Set your mower blade a little higher so the longer grass can shade the roots.
You can always deadhead your flowers if you have nothing else to do.

From Mel Tatara
Does anyone know if we can take showers yet or should we just keep washing our hands?

From Laurie Houldaworth

PHOTO CONTEST RULES
Each newsletter will have a photo of somewhere or something in Rolling Meadows.
Once you have identified exactly where this photo was taken, email or call Carol Ohrn with your answer
before our meeting that month.
Your correct answer will enter you into the drawing. If you answer every month you will have 12
chances to win!
The winners will be drawn at our 2020 Christmas party.
1st place $100.00
2nd place $75.00
3rd place $50.00
And some additional runner up prizes!
You can’t win if you don’t play!

Representing the good old times (solar lights were not invented yet!). This garden is part of The
H.........M.........
PLANT IDEAS BY DEBBIE DANEK

Happy 4th of July! Red, White and Blue, colors of the month and why not with flowers and shrubs? Here
are a few to think about in our gardens if you do not have them already or to add to what is existing.
Emperor 1 Bloodgood Japanese Maple- Height 10’-15’ tall and wide. Deep Red
Leaves turn brilliantly scarlet in the fall. Leafs out later than other varieties,
avoiding late spring frosts. Prefers full to partial sun.

Red Drift Roses-Height 1-2’ tall and 3’ wide. Repeat bloomer of red flowers
throughout the growing season. Tough and hardy in our region. Perfect for
rock gardens, borders, or mass planting.

Sombrero Blanco Coneflower-Height 18-20” Width 22”-24”.Beautiful white flowers
now through late summer. Attracts butterflies and is compact in growth.

Little Henry Itea-Height 1-2’ width 2-3’. Compact little shrub that gives
you a spiral flower in spring and beautiful red colors in the fall. Does well in
sun and shade.

Blue star Juniper-Dense branching evergreen. Height 2-3’ tall and 3-4’
wide. Great as a border or used as a ground cover.

Endless Summer Hydrangea-Height and width 3’-4’. Beautiful mophead blue
blossoms all summer long. Prefers morning sun and shade.

